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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION
, By Tint E d i t o r

'H E N  there is a call for a. change of pastors, or there seems no pressing need 
of the. preacher’s services, or he finds himself toeing gradually pushed into 
the corner to make room (or younger men, and he is tem pted,to think the 

church is unappreciative of his sacrifices and unobscrvinj; of hi.; talenis and abilities,, 
let him. think of the other side of the question for «  little,

• Lei. him remember that it was th e , church which took him up and gave him h is; 
opportunity of preaching'the unsearchable riches of Christ to men. Let him . consider 
the investment the church made in him in .sympathy and prayer and money when he 
was jua’l “team ing'how ." Lei him think of joy with which the church has greeted 
his successes and the sympathy with which it has borne hU failures. And let him 
contemplate the character of the service which he has rendered. Has it really been 
indispensable? . Has it even been of as high a type as that of the many of his con-'-' 
temporaries in the holy calling?

We would not argue , that there are. no inequalities in the present rewards which 
come to preachers. We would not say that the church is never forgetful of the 
sacrifices of her ministers, ‘ W e. would riot even' suggest that ta len t'an d  ability are 
always known, and utilized. We th ink . we have seen instances'of all these tragic

■ evils. But we are sure it is. a calamity fo r 'a  preacher to “ find out” that he. himself 
is the subject of any of these ttun[!A. Such knowledge will weaken and discourage' 
and “sour?’ the preacher and his family.

I f  the preacher will Insist on thinking mostly of this “other side of the. ques
tion" he will find it easier to move when his services are no longer in strong and 
general demand,, and he will find it ever easier to maintain a thankful heart and happy 
disposition When others ore preferred before him or he :is compelled to serve a longer- 
apprenticeship than : seems to  be. required of others. In  fact he will be helped in every 
/nstdnce in which there is a temptation, to murmur within his1 own heart or to com-, 
plain to others of his lot in life.

There is no calling in life which is more quickly nullified by a grumbling spirit 
o r sour disposition than that of the preacher of the gospel. The preacher must ever 
be. victorious in spirit and cheerful in temper if he is to win,
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EDITORIAL NOTES
While we would not commend William Stidger’s idea of sources fur preaching material, 

liis title, “Preaching Out of the Overflow," is certainly .'suggestive, It js  a joy to preach when 
one is .“full of his subject,” hut it is hard work when the tistcrn i-*> f!0 ' an<! Ihc puittp broken.

Called hastily to make n talk to preachers, we suggested the "following as wtirthy of con
sideration: (1) He clean in thought and deed. (2) Stay out of debt, - (3) Be a student, 
(4) lie a man of prayer. ' (5) . Be ^ co-operative mart, (bl Refuse to wive up. \

Two questions always lace the preacher with regard to any certain hook:' (1) does he 
need this particular book, and (2) c.in he take care o f ' the cost out (if his allowance for 
th e ’purpose, The first consideration of. course Is books of. reference and I would secure these 
in . the following orderr a good dictionary, Clarke's Commentary, Young’s Concordance, The 
New International Encyclopaidui, The -Biblical Illustrator (or Pulpit .or Preachers' Homiielical 
Commentary or a combination of Maclaren's Expositions nrtd Hastings’. Great Texts), The 
Popular and Critical HiiiJitvt! Encyclopedia, and The Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. 
After the reference books I would seleot books of biography, special booki on history, and 
keep up With reading on doctrine, philosophy, and psychology..

And speaking of boqks: 1 have, just finished reading John- Paul’s ‘’The Soul Digger, or 
Life and Tiiqcs of William Taylor," and 1 believe eveiy jircacher will receive new inspira
tion as well as much valuable information by reading this new '-hook. L'

William Taylor, wa? one of the most successful missionary .evangelists. ,i In his regular 
method, even when preaching through an interpreter, lie preached full length sermons-^-an 
hour to an hour and a half in length. His (henry was that all men have; brains and that 
the difference between (he. people of heathen and Christian 'Countries..is one of information 
and not one of intelligence. In our country he thought the re is often a low level of intelli
gence coupled with a high degree of information, while in unenlightened lands there may he a 
large amount of potential inteljigerue which wc fail to reckon on bccause :‘wc find so little 
information there. 'Perhaps this, consideration will help us decide the sort gf preaching that 
is needed in our particular field. Sortie places need longer sermons -with a fuller' doctrinal 
content, while others need more direct exhortation ami emotional stirring—having already 
a high degree o f . Information. *

'A veteran preacher said, “People are Interestrd in analogies, and the preacher who can 
find incidents which illustrate spiritual truth's and can tell them interestingly ; is fortunate 
indeed,” And we are reminded that incident'S^or allegories should not be so striking as to 
draw all the1 .attention to thcrnsclves; should not be so unusual as to bring ■ up questions 
dl veracity, should not be so commonplace as to degrade the truth they are’ intended to 
enforce, and should not be given In greater detail than necessary to cover the general outline 
of the spiritual (heme. .When the preacher becomes simply "a story teller” he is made weak. 
When- his sermons are wholly wanting in items of human interest they become "heavy" 
without being weighty. 1 .

And now as we near the end of another calendar year, the time when so many subscriptions .
lo The Preacher’s Magiwine expire, I would remind each one who has obtained benefit from 
the .magazine of two .special ways in which he can help us make it a- further success, viz., 
renew your own subscription promptly and solicit the subscription of some brother preacher 
to  send along with your own. The many expressions of appreciation which come to us per
sonally and through the mails make us led  sure that the.magazine is filling a Very useful place 
in the field for which it is published. There arc npt many “shop papers” for' preachers at best, 
and we are unique In .that we try constantly io adapt ours lo .th e  special heeds of those who 
preach full salvation and attempt to promote the Wesleyan type of holiness.

' (2) ;  ■
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DEVOTIONAL
SO M E  G R E A T  P R E A C H E R S  

,1 H A V E  K N D W N
Ry A. M. H i l l s

17. D r. Joacph P a rk e r—City Tem ple, London
R. JOSEPH PARKER was born in l b -  
cam on the Tyne, April 0, 18.30. Jl is re
markable that he anti Dr, J, H. Jowelt 

were born within a few mites of each other iir 
the coal district of northern England. Dr. 

•Jpwctt’s father was a humble, quiet tailor. Dr. 
Parker's father was a big, brawny stonemason. 
He' was said to have had the strength of two 
men, anti the wfll power o( ten men! His famous 
son proved lo be like him in both respects.

Both these great preachers were bnrn in godly 
homes. The big stonemason was a Puritan o f  
the Puritans, and he brought up -his. son on 
the Bible and ,the Shorter Catechism. He said 
of himself, "From a child I have known the 
Holy Scriptures. It was the Book most read in 
our house. .F rom m y earliest rocollertion I have 
found supreme delight in prayer—prayer in tlmt 
larger sense which implies intimate comniunion 
with God."

■■ He had only a village school education. His 
boyhood was innocent of Eton or Rugby, his 
youth of Oxford or Cambridge. For him there . 
was no Edinburgh University to which he could

■ go at small expense.' He was brought up iri the 
straltest sect of the Puritans. “I ■ seriously b e -1 

. lieve that if 1 had touched a pack of cards or a 
box of dice, there might have been a murder 
under our roof) A pack of cards in -our house!’., 
The very thought of it was blasphemy, The- 

,word -'theater' meant the . devil f My boyhood 
was steeped in prayer,"

From such a' strong-wili, home as that, -with 
Bible and prayer, there might have been ex
pected great results! Rugby training ‘school, . 
or' no .Rugby! Oxford or no Oxford! Edin
burgh University, or no university! Useful as 
they, all are, and wc have no clubs to throw at 
schools or culturc, yet God can find one of His 
very greatest men without the help of any of 
them. And sdmc men, in the good providence of 
God, like Lincoln and Edison and Russet! Con

nell and Jo.eph.Parker, carry a university around 
under the ir.ha ts! Just think how1 many men. 
who-were graduates of Rugby and Eton. Oxford 
and Cnmbridge. were fillin'.;, pulpit* all over the 
British realm—thousands of them! Yet two men 

‘who never had. a college diplomi for years held 
the honor of being the two greatest, most draw- 

' inc and most effective preachers in . the w orli’s 
greatest city ;or even the British realm— 
Charles Spurgeon ivnd Joseph Parker. Brush Col
lege anil God's University, where'Elijah and John 
Baplist graduated, can turn out a few preachers 
yet. Even St.1 Paul, after graduating wi'h honcr 
from two .universities, had to take a post-srad- 
uate. course out in (he desert before God would 
ordain hijfl. And, by the way, there were Finney 
and . Moody who managed to preach now Bnd 
then, and (wople would occasionally stroll 
in to hear them, and the blessing of God seemed, 
to rc'.t upon their ministry! Yet neither of them 
had a' diploma signed by a college president and 
the chairman of n board of trustees.

Kut let none of my readers think for a moment 
that I -am describing a : preacher who was an . 
ignoramus. In thB town school or under priva'e : 
instructors he received .careful training in Latin 
and Greek and French. He speaks of reatKng 
Ca;sar. and Ckcro and Ovid and Lucian, and his 
Greek grammar and Homer and his Greek New 
Testament, . He got far enough in matliematicr, , 
to be ,tb)e, to survey land, “

In his twenty-first year he followed one of h is ' 
teachers a t the head of a private seminary and' 
taught the usua! studies of a present day academy. 
M eantime he was committing to memory the 
speeches of the great political leaders, and de
claiming them tp imaginary audiences.. He also 1 
gave himself to committing Shakespeare and 
Browning and Tennyson and the writings of 
other master minds, driven on as it were, by 
some inborn instinct.; Surely no mental exer
cises could have been more helpful to ,thc making 
of the great preacher that 'was to be.

All through those busy early, years w hen' he 
was laboring, with and for fiis big, pious father, 
he wai, '•iiltlvating his mind and nursing a secret,
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hidden in his heart, that''some day he would be
come a preacher ■ of the gosi>el! Thus inspired 
and impelled by the innate forccs of his own 
heart, and, wc may well'-believe, tby the brood

in g  influence of the Holy Spirit, he went on in ■
' that self-training til! he won the attention and 
respect and even social recognition of the princcly 
men of his day in all denominations'. Such mqn as 
Dean Stanley, the Bishop of London, Archbishop 
Tait, Thomas Binney, D. D., Dean Vaughan, Dr. 
Newth, Dr. George Gllftllan, Dr. Norman Mac- 
!cod, Dr. W. O. Elraslie, R W. Dale, LL.D,, 
D r/ Pumhon, Henry Rogers, George MacDonald, 
Henry Ward Beecher, and, prince of them all, 
the mighty-minded Gladstone t A man who could 

’'g e t  the attention of such men-and their social 
recognition, as Joseph Parker did, was himself 
unquestionably great. ■ . '

•Dr.- Parker was a tiiR man, physically,, in tr l- , 
lectually and spiritually. He had a massive 
frame, six feet; and a weight of 250 pounds or 
mdj-e. < He had a leonine head, with an abund-.. 
ancc of curly, hair, and an impressive face. -With 
it went a capacious brain, a big voice and a big 
heart. He would be an outstanding man with 
imposing presence in any audience of great men, 
He was designed and marked out by nature for 
greatness! Nothing bqt'j sin anti folly could 
have made him otherwise.. But how many men 
G odintendcd to be great miss greatness!

-He prcachcd his first sermon at eighteen,. not 
as "Rev. Joseph Parker,’’ but as a layman, out 
in the street, because the robust, strapping youth 
knew God and had the preach in ''him;-.and it ' 
must romc out!. He kept at. it, invited, or un
invited. He had a big church—all out-of-doors I. 
A big parish, the worldl A big salary, the ex
perience he gained, the good he-did and the smile 
of God. And there was one other ftcm of salary 
—a great reputation for vigorous uttcrancc,

God opened the door of opportunity a t last,
■ as He always does to His own. The , young . 
Joseph, without consulting anyone, wrote to Dr. 
John Campbell of Whitcfield’s 'Tabernacle, Lon
don, frankly expressing bis aspirations to be a 
preacher, giving him an outline o f , his life, and 
aiklng his advice about entering the Congrega
tional ministry. Dr. Campbell, to young Parker’s 
unutterable surprise, wrote back immediately that 

■he had himself an opening for just. Such a 
young, m an,'and that, if he would come a t once 
he would placc Mr. Parker in his own pulpit for 
three Sundays, anti would give him three guineas

a week toward his expenses! Here w;is the open 
dpor of destiny! Hut who can tell the agony

• that preceded and accompanied the simple event?
Here was a green youth who had never been 

, thirty miles from his own door-sil!, and had ncVer 
: seen a city of any great size, invited to go to 

the largest city in the world and preach in one of 
its ■ moM. famous pulpits! He landed in the 
metropolis of (he empire with thirty shillings at 
his disposal. " I t was not much,” he wrote, “but 
it was enough, and more than enought belter 
Ilian cnough^it was gold of the. heart—treasure. 
full of tears and love and sacrifice [his father’s 
love]. I tremble, for young men who know, 
nothing of the value of money. Perhaps I. know 
it too well. I never liad 'a penny that I did not 
work for. My critics have bestowed many epi
thets upon, me; hut I am not aware th a t , th e . 
severest a I them ever cajlccl me an id)c man. . I t  
is to industry that I owe every book on my shelf 
and every loaf in my cupboard. And industry, I 
seerctly resolved, should return the' thirty shill
ings with compound interest which my father 
put . in my hand when I started, for London. •

“On my twenty-seciond birthday (April 0, 
1852) I .found myself In Whitefield’s Tabernacle, 
face tp 'facc  with'.its redoubtable cditor-minlsler 
whose throat had providentially (for me) failed, 
and who therefore added an editorship to his 
pastorale, generously dividing his pastoral in
come with his young assistant. 1 thought as. I 
sat in (he editor’s dining room on that memorable 
April night that I had never seen so imposing a

■ personality. . . . . From my rural environm ent. 
to this metropolitan opportunity I W hat a transi
tion and what a contrast 1 Think of it 1 White-

- field’s Tabernacle—the birthplacc of .my life-long 
ministry 1 Having fulfilled my three^weeks1 en
gagement, my senior asked me to continue my 
ministry from time to time until wc could see 
how events would shape themselves. Two or 
three distinguished1 m inister had been invited to 
hear me preach and ,to  consider my case. They 
unanimously agreed with Dr. Canfpbell that 
there was absolutely no need for me to  go 
through any preparatory course of one of our 
denominational colleges.

“1 was advised to take-an abbreviated course 
of lectures at University College, London, VI 
studied mental and moral philosophy' and logic. 
My career at the Tabernacle was vitally educa
tional, I  had the advantage of the rnoit experi
enced pastoral oversight. I read historically and
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theologically under the direction of- my most 
sagacious leader. .A t his bidding and under' his; 
advice I Jiaid ail his pastoral visits. He intro
duced me to various public-and influential men, 
He heard me read my two sermons for the 'fo l- 

, lowing Sunday; every Saturday night, and then 
; commendcdmc to God in very rich and pathetic 

supplication. He sent me a t one time as many 
as sixty volumes bearing upon the work of the 
ministry ap d 'th c  exposition of the divine W ord. 
Long years after, I contributed many articles to. 
the publications which he edited. In his closing, 
years he sent me ft is last book, bearing (he in
scription:

“ 'From  the Author to Dr. Joseph Parker.’
. A small token of great esteem.’

"As to Dr, Campbell's large intellectual ca
pacity,' there could be no manner of doubt. As 
to his deep evangelical convictions, I  have no 
shadow of misgiving.; For my bwn part, it would 
be unpardonable to forget that he dircctcd me in 
my first endeavors by many a generous benedic
tion.

“ In this way I . passed into the ministry and’ 
took my ' placc, amongst such men as Richard 
Watson, Jabez Hunting, Adam Clarke, Moricy' 
Punshon, Thomas Scott, Richard Ratter, Andrew 
Fuller, Thomas Linch, Upbcrt Vaughan and C .'H . ■ 
Spurgeon. Hut all my life long I had been train
ing for the ministry. I had never been trained 
/or anything else."

Here Dr. Parker gives the-story of his inner 
life. -  '

“If T  were to.pass in silence what I may call 
the history of my soul I should feel that I had 
been ungrateful to . th e  providence of God and 
unfaithful to. the inspirations which have formed 
and sustained my ministry.

"Eternal Spirit! help me now to tell how it 
was that I decided to give my whole life to . the 
side of things best expressed by the name of 
Christ and by the trium phant sorrow of His cross.

“I cannot remember, the time when I did not 
in ' some degree know the love of God’s only 
Son. From a child I knew the Holy Scripture, 
for it was the book most read in our house. 
From a child, also, though sinning oft and sinning 
deeply, I have known somewhat of a tender 
spiritual experience. From  the beginning until 
now my highest jo.y has been in solitary com
panionship with ..the Eternal Spirit, my very 
heart going ou t.after Him with ardent and ten- . 
dcr desire. . . . ' I  remember the Sunday night

: (5)

when, walking with my father and a most intelli
gent Sunday school teacher,, I declared my love 
to Christ* and asked Him to take my child heart 
into- His own gracious keeping. The whole scene 
is ever before me. The two men, father and 
teacher, ' explained to me what they knew of 
the power and gracc of Christ,' and. by many 
loving words they tempted my tongue into the 
first audible expreision of religious thought and 
feeling. I t  was a summer evening, according to 
the reckoning of the calendar, but according to 'a  
higher calendar, it was in very deed a Sunday 
morning, through whose white light and  emblem
atic dew and stir of awakening life I  saw the 
gates of the kingdom and the face of the King;
■ “From first to last J have enjoyed the con

sciousness of thorough steadfastness of faith in 
relation to th e 'h o ly  verities of the Christian re
ligion. I have had, like other growing- men, my 
momentary hesitations and misgivings; b u t : my 
cchtral faith in the triune God, in the atonement 
of Christ, in the deity of the Hoiy  Spirit, in the 
immortality of the soul, in the inspiration and 
authority of Holy Scripture has never'for a m o-' 
mcnt been shaken, These arc the'grcqn pastures 
and still waters by which my soul has-been 
nourished. In 1867 I wrote ‘Ecce Deus,' in 
which I avowed my faith in the -deity of the 
Son of God, and now, in 1898, I  repeat, every 
word of that book with gratitude and unction.

‘'I n - 1874 I wrote 'The Paraclete,’ an 'essay in 
‘Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit,’ and . 
on reading it in 1R98 I-subscribe it alike with 
hand and heart. . 1 have never had so much as . 
one momentary doubt as to the deity of Jesus of 
Nazareth.'. Mine has been a ministry of a triune 
Deity I

“M y relation to the Bible has never changed. 
That God has spoken to man is to me an un-. 
changeable certainty. I  early came to see that 
I have not to invent a Bible, but to  read one; 
that I have not td fabricate a gospel out. of my 
own religious consciousness, but; to  preach a 
gospel personified in Christ, and written in the 
four narratives of His,life. But for these central 
convictions, I would have to record Jiesitalions, 
doubts, speculations, intellectual adventures and 
spiritual nightmares:

“Personally I have accepted, what is'known as 
the Evangelical interpretation of the gospel, be-, 
cause I believe that the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as evangelically interpreted, answers more 
questions, satisfies more aspirations, responds to



294 TH E 'PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

more neiesiities, and supplies better motives (or 
service than any ol,hcr conception o{ the kingdom 
of God.

“I believe that Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin M ary. I X believe that He was begotten 
by the Holy Ghost. I do not idealize the birth o(’ 
my Savior. I believe the angel; ‘The ilolv 
Spirit shall come upon.’ fjiee, and the-power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of.thee shall 
be called the Son of God.’ The Virgin-mother- 
Jionii d! Christ invests His 'incarnation -with those 
elements anil features of grace and power and 
spiritual fulness and competency, which constitute 
a t once the majesty of His character and the. 
security of His salvation. He who would make 
others immortal must Himself - be .eternal. Yet 
He must at- some point vitally touch the alien 

. race He would redeem. He must be in, it, part 
of it, warmed'by its blood; assailed by its tem pta
tions/sm itten by.its sorrow,.'drilled by its'disap-, 
pointments—yet, whilst receiving sinners and eat
ing wiih them, being 'separate1 from. them, not 
by mechanical distance of superiority, but by 
the essential distance of deity. If. the. Virgin- 

'motherhood is true, nil other miracles sink into- 
comparative commonplace. It asserts *thc su
premacy of the spiritual. It puts God in His just 
relation to the human race. T h e  twofold nature

• of Christ:— typified by the Virgin-motlieHiaod—■ 
characterizes the ivbolc teaching, and empire of 
the incarnation. The twofoldness w as'not merely 
in the memorable nativity of Bethlehem; it  fal
lowed Him every day of His life. It colored 
every word of His ministry, i t ' revealed the. 
glory as well as the goodness of every mighty 
sign. It trembled into speech, in the anguish ol , 
the cross. Everything Christ d id 'w as  twofold 
as was His personality 1";

' I make no excuse for quoting at such length, 
though greatly abridged. Dr. Parker's own faith 
and his noble statement of the doctrines which 
he preached. The blessing o( God and -of the 
people war on his ■ m n h try  continually, Alas I 
that so many eloquent' sons ot men have turned 
away from these fundamental and essential teach
ings (doctrines) of Christianity, and tried to 
feed the people on the musty "chaff of Jmman 
speculations, or a t leijst have dodged the plain 
statements o f gospel truths for popularity I

With Dr, Parker, " I dread (abhor) the knavery 
that , takes evangelical money and preaches Uni
tarian . doctrine. There is a preaching that is

negative, unsettling, destructive, full of untested 
theories and .useless speculations and windy van- 

. ities. It is common to say that the blessing of 
God docs!not.'rest on such preaching; but I want; 
to say that the blessing of m an-does not rest 
upon it. That is dearly sliown by dwindling con
gregations, and cyer>‘ oilier sign of indifference 
and even resentment. We need "not .pay' God 
dm-.- Hut Mess it. Man himself will not have.it. 
In  such preaching there Is nothing for him. In 
such htifks the soul can find no satisfaction. 
That is not the preaching of Christianity. Chris
tianity is holiness, purity, - sanctification, low li 
ness of soul, Christianity is Christlmess, and 
sinful men crave a ' gospel preaching that will 
make them holy and Christlike here, and fit them 
to dwell with Christ in heaven hereafter.”

P astorates

“ I settled at Banbury in the summer of ISSJ, 
In - 1858 ' f" went to Cavendish Street Chapel, 
Manchester, In June, IS'iQ, I accepted the-pas-

* toratc in London which lasted more than thirty 
years, Banbury is the center of an agricultural 
cannly. Manchester is the heart of the manu
facturing districts, London is a w orld 'in .itself. 
These settlements have afforded me an opportun
ity of observing every aspcct of pastoral life, t  
know the little country home! I know the bu»y,: 
mercantile environment. I know the urgency ' 
and stress of the most absorbing city life. 
Under all possible conditions I have seen the 
working of1 Congregationalism. ‘ 1 have no hcsi*4‘ 
tution iq saying that two distinctly. opposite pic
tures of, English .Nonconformity might be fur
nished, each of which woyld be true, but neither 
of which woutd be complete.”

During Dr. Parker's five years’- pastorate in 
Banbury he labored with all his might for 1130 
a year. On every Sunday afternoon he preached 
in a large field locally known as the Bear Garden, 
He began with a little old-fashioned chapel hid
den up an-obscure lane, without schoolroom or 
veslry. His 'growing congregations demanded 
more room. After our year’s residence in Ban
bury he could boast of a chapel, a  vestry, and a- 
commodious schoolroom, a growing and loving 
people who greatly appreciated the earnest young 
pastor. To have all; this a t twenty-seven years 
of age seemed all that heart could wish for.. 
During those five 'happy and useful years he had 
seven invitations to other fields of labor, thrice 
to London, to Coventry, to Leamington, to M an
chester. He held five services a week in his own
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church and published four books, (1) "A Sol
dier’s. Kclriupcct,” (2) "Six Chapters on Secular
ism," (3) "A Working Church," (4) "Helps to 
Truth Seekers."

While at Danbury, "lie was offered a place- in a 
London law firm. He was also offered £1500 a’ 
year and free Sundays by a literary and commer
cial enterprise, which he turned'dow n. He was 
not seeking money. His heart -'was. set on 
preaching and the writing of religious books, and 
he had no other ambition. He writes, “I can 
truly say in .the fear of God that I have never 
been tempted by any pecuniary, offers. When I 
went to llanbury I never asked what the salary 
w as.' When 1 went to , Mahchcster I did riot 
make a single inrjuirv about money. After being 
fifty years in the ministry I am not fifty shillings 
the richer for any preaching outside of my 

. uwn pulpit,"
An incident' may have to be related. A lady 

once asked Dr. Parker if l̂ e had a fad -. “Yes,” 
was his reply, "W h a t. is. it? ” . “Preaching." 
“ Hut,” said she, .“that 'is your busi/tris; haven't 
you any amusement?" "V es,preachingI" ■ “ Hut 
what would you ''.do if allowed to select your 

. highest pleasure?” asked she, “Preach,” was his 
laconic reply. , In other words, preaching the gos
pel was the passion of lib soul, and the joy of 
his life! ' ’ : ' .

'T» tb k  remarkable-man’s surprise, lie was in
vited to preach a Sunday or two in Cavendish 
Street Chapel, Manchester, then liic finest.archi
tectural- 'edifice in. English Congregationalism;' 
ITc was never so coldly received. The million
aire merchant who entertained him. never uttered 
a word of sympathy o r appreciation of his serv
ices. One deacon, • a member of Parliament, 
bluntly inquired liow long lie had been at Ban
bury! They asked him to preach a third- Sun
day,-which he did. "Every man seemed to be- 
looking a t 'me over the top of a money-bag! 
Some of the people seemed to be paralyzed or 
stupefied. What was my ’-surprise, on the last 
Monday morning to hear the millionaire mer
chant say to me, “You must have noticed that 
your ministry has produced a deep impression 
Upon our people." I replied in effect that I 
had observed nothing of the kind. In  the-course 
of a few weeks an inquiry was sent me 'asking 
if I would receivc a deputation from Cavendish 
Street Chapel/ The deputation camc bringing ur- ‘ 
gent appeals from' the church, the Sunday school - 
and the young men.”

(7)

. Dr. Parker informed them that on account of 
his ministry his’ humble church had incurred a 
debt of £700, and he could not honorably leave 
(bem while tlint debt remained. The deputa
tion thanked him foV the reception a n d . went 
home. In.seventeen days he received a telegram 
asking f<tr another meeting, The rich ’church 
ojjered to pay off the debt of the town church 
if he would become their pastor, Dr. Parker 
agreed lo lay it before his deacons. He did so, 
and tlieir noble and affecting answer was, “It 
w ill-be the darkest day in our life when you 
leave us, but we have no doubt that God intends 
you should remove to. Manchester." They gave 

' the .''retiring pastor some beautiful tokens of 
their affection, "Thus we parted—-my first pas- 
toral.'love and I,"

Tire M ahcuester Pastorate 
This young pastor less than twenty-nine years 

of age had never dreamed of such an opportunity 
as now opened before him.. His chapel had 
sittings fur . J 666 people. Magnificent school 
buildings adjoined it, The Sunday school had

■ fourteen hundred, pupils. One of the most en
thusiastic' and influential corig regatiuns in the 
realm • welcomed him to his ■ ministry. One dea
con was a member of Parliament. Another Was 
a knight,'another was the sepior surgeon of the 
city. Another had deelincd a place, in Parlia
ment' which was a t his disposal. Eight others 
were men of wealth, social position and large in- 
ihicrtciv The church had many enterprises in 
hand, and was outstanding in influence in all 
directions. It was given the new p a s to r 'to  
understand, that If he could so preach'as to fill 
the church and rent the sittings, his salary would 
atlyancc accordingly. As a matter of fact he did 
that very thing to the surprise of the deacons and 
millionaires; so that though his salary went be
yond anything the church had ever known, no 
man, however rich,.was burdened by his ministry. 

He had a noble, pastorate which tasted eleven 
years, during which Dr. Parker wrote, (1) “Hidden 
Springs," (2) “Church Questions,". (3) "Ecce 
Dcus," (4) "The Paraclete.’’ H e conducted two 
religious papers, or.' magazines. He founded Cav
endish College which became “Nottingham Con
gregational Institute," .and filled various other 
positions o f'honor and denominational influence. 
He had all that the most ambitious of young pas
tors could ever dream of—two thousand regular 
hearers, a noble-church building famous through
out the land, and a throne of ccclcslasticat influ-
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ehce which an angel might covet, in dne of the 
'noblest cities in the British realm, and a' happy 
united people who gloried in his ministry!

L ondon

To his unutterable surprise, Octobcr 22, 1867, 
he was ihvited by a deputation from the Poultry 
Chapel, L ondon,'to  comc to that city, Sell 'the  

.. chapel, and with the proceeds erect a vast tem
ple in'some eligible site that would hold a mul
titude of people and have a commanding influ
ence in the capital of the British realm I He

■ was stunned by the project; He laid the matter: 
before liis people. On November -7, 1867, they 
sent him their noble answer in which occurred 
these words: ‘'Considering however,' this posi
tion which you. now occupy in . the north of Eng-

• land, the great and Idaiiy increasing influence 
you exercise in the denomination, the great want 
which is now fclt.o f those high' qualities .which 
you. so pre-eminently possess, looking also at 
the work you are now doing as pastor of Caven
dish Chapel and the various institutions con-, 
nectcd therewith, wc cannot ionceivc of any 
sphere of labor in which you could render more 
true service to  the cause of Christ. We-believe , 
you were guided hither by the hand of God. The 
success of your ministry is clear; and there is 
abundant proof that His presence has ever been 
with you." W hat a tribute from a great church 
to a pre-eminently great pastor I

On March 11, 1861, he declined the invitation.
. On June 10, 1868, he completed the' tenth year 

of his pastorate in Manchester, and his grateful 
members gave him a gift of seven hundred 
guineas (about $3,500) as a token of their love.

On June 25, 1869, the London cat! was re
newed, with the distinct understanding that a 
noble structure was to be erected in London on 
th e . best available site , that could be obtained. 
His beloved parishioners consented finally to his 
leaving them, believing that it-w as the will of 
God. ■ ■

, L ondon P astorate

About Dr. Parker’s early ministry in Poultry 
Chapel we find no. record, The officials sold 
ibcir chapel for a  large sum. They could have 
gone to some inviting suburb where land was 
cheap, and built a commodious chapel and had 
a  large sum remaining for an endowment. But 
they resolved to stay in the center of the great 

I city, amongst young men, housekeepers, travelers, 
stranger*: and poor people, and put u p 'a  vast 
City Temple for city people! They procured a

.very expensive site on Holborn Vuduct, and 
ercctcd "City Temple” at an expense of .£70,000,
I t  scats above J,000 people. Dr.. Thomas Binncy • 
laid the memorial stone May 19, 1873, and it .was ‘ 
opened May 19, 1874.
: At the laying of the corner stone Dr. Parker 

, said, "Should I be spared , to enter upon my min
istry in the City Temple, I shall in the'strength 
of God, be faithful to those vital and glorious 
doctrjncs which are commonly' known as,. Evan
gelical. Upon those doctrines I shall utter no 
uncertain sound. The more I look into them the 
more I am assured of their scriptural soundness, 
and their adaptation to all men, in all lands, 
throughout all time. That is my testimony as a  '

: sinner saved by grace; and,w hat' I have known 
and felt and handled of the Word of Life my
self, .1 shall lovingly and energetically declare to 
aii who may come within the influence of m y 
ministry. I hold that, 'all men like sheep have 
gone astray; they have turned every one to his. 
own way; there is none righteous, no not one,' : 

" I hold there is no escape from this condition 
but one, and that is- by the teaching, the .sacri
fice, the atonement, and the whole mediation of 
Jesus Christ, the' Son of God. God the Son. 
He died, the just for the unjust, and His 
blood alone can cleanse, from all sin; His' 
cross is set up for the whole world, His love goes .

' out for all men in vehement and importunate 
desire. He is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should turn to Him. and live. I  hold 
that the new lift—life th a t, is heavenly and 
eternal—is the work of God the Holy Ghost.,; 
By His mysterious'.'and gracious ministry we 
are horn again. I trust to preach in the City 
Temple the gospel of salvation by Jesus Christ 
■alone. I am more and more persuaded that 
every sermon should draw  its whole strength, 
alike of argument and pathos, from the cross of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Christianity Is some
thing infinitely higher than a mere controversy. 
I t  is Cod’s appeal to the lost heart. I t  is the 
voice of His holjr, passionate love.”

Thus the noble man of God began his ministry 
in London. .While other preachers were betray- . 
Ing the gospel and selling their own souls, to  be 
popular and win the rabble, he was boldly nailing 
the gospel banner-to the mast, never to be taken 
down or altered. And . he won I He . packed the 
City Temple for about thirty years till God called 
him home. ■
. His latter days were crowned with honors.
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I t  was about the time that he. was., crecting the . 
City TempJc that I  heard him In New York City 
at some great International and interdenomina
tional gathering. H e and Beccjict spoke from 
the same putpit, the same afternoon,. Who would 
ever forget such an occasion!

Dr. Parker was granted all the honorable offices 
of his denomination in England twice over. He 
. was sent for to come to Brooklyn, New York, 
to deliver the memorial address after the death o f 1 
Henry Ward Beecher, which address was dcdi- 
cated to the President of the United States, by 
his consent.

Besides the books already mentioned he pub
lished ‘.‘A d ' Clerum," 1869, “Job’s Comforters,’’ 
‘‘The Paraclete," 1874; “The Priesthood of 
Christ," 1876; “The Itinor Life of Christ," 3 vol
umes, 1881-Zj "Apostolic Life," f  volumes, 1883; 
"The People's Bible/1 25 volumes, 1885-92; “The 
People’s Prayer Book,” 1889;' “Some One," 1890; 
“None Like I t ,”. J894; “Christian'Profilas,” 169fi; 
“Studies in Texts,*’ 6 volumes, 1898;' “Paterson’s 
Parish; a Life Time Amongst Dissenters,” 1898. 
f if ty -fo u r volumes in all,-'worthy1 of any minister 
of the century! ■

He. was once called upon to give a charge to a 
yolmg preacher. Among other things he said,' 
“Don't make',.a fool of yourself. by trying to 
invent a new Bible. You’ll find it won’t pay, 
Keep to the old path on the turnpike over which 

' countless millions have passed to heaven.” What

a lesson to the ministry in these d iys of flippant 
theology 1 , . ,

t This grand old 'm an’s life went out In a blaze 
of glory. His own prayer for himself was an
swered: ■ .

“My blessed One! Ever adorable, infinite in 
strength and grace! Thou hast in Thine own 
way 'made me a minister of,Thine and set upon 
me the warm red seal which covers my whole 
heart. Daily let me kiss the fivei wounds 'borne 
for me jn death's agony; daily show me thy hands 
and thy feet. Daily let me shelter In the sanc
tuary cut for me in Thy quivering side by man's 
cruel spear. Now that old age is creeping on, and 
the prick of the sickle is being felt on the outer 
edges of the standing corn, I would praise the 
Lord with loftier ecstasy, and devote' myseJf to 
His service with fonder love. How could I tell . 
the story of my life and omit from my pages the . 
wonders' of His- grace ? Why sacrifice ray grati
tude on. the altar of a*, spurious modesty? Be 
this the brightest of my . reminiscences—the only 
one worth preserving—that the Anointed of God, 
the Christ whose atonement belongs to the e tc r - ' 
nitics, so revealed Himself to my sin arid my need 
in life’s dark and troubled night that I  cried oyt 
with heartfelt thankfulness, “My Lord and my 
God I' I  then saw the Morning Star that cannot, 
be imagined, and received the Peace that cannot 
be perturbed."

After Spurgeon's death, for years Joseph Parker 
was recognized as the greatest preacher in the 
British realm.

EXPOSUTIONAI
STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON THE 

. . MOUNT
. By Guve M. W iNciresrtit '

The .Worldlinei* of Anxioui Care 
(M att. 6:25-34)

OLLOWING immediately upon the dis
course on the true treasure which carried 
with k  a warning not to lay up treasure 

upon the earth, comes an admonition against 
anxious'care. In  the Gospel of L u te  the par
able of the rich fool immediately precedes in-.. 

" stead of the discourse on the true treasure. In
V  (9)

either due even though the form in which the 
thought is expressed may be dfferent, the under
lying idea is similar, tha t U, the ; worltUiness of 
the selfish use of. wealth. Someone has said that 
In .the parable of the rich fool.'we have set he-' 
fore us the worldliness ot the - rich man, which 
is also true in the admonition regarding the 
laying up of treasures. Then they continue by 
saying that in the warning against anxious care, 
wc have the wor/dltness o f  (he poor man. Thus 

' i t  is whether it be the distraction of a  covetous- 
desire or a fearful fretting about the necessities of
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life both divert from the singleness of service 
which God requires, nmf accordingly we find intro
ducing the admonition against anxious carc, the 
inferential conjunction, “ therefore.” "Therefore 
I say uhto. you, B e 'n o t anxious for your life, 
what yc'shall eat, or what ye shaif drink; nor yet' 
for your body, whn^ ye shall put on."

In giving a command or admonition the Master 
often subjoined a reason explaining why we 
should observe a certain line of conduct and. re
frain from another. . In this ease ive have several 
reasons appended. The first is based on the line 
of argument which proceeds {rom the greater to • 
the- less. ‘'Is not the life' more than- the food,- 
and the body than the raim ent?” “The natural 
life is more than meat," says Bruce, "and the 
body more than the clothing which protects il, . 
yet these greater things are given to you already. 
Can you not trust Him who gave the greater 
to give you the less? But a saying like this, 
life is more than meat, in the mouth of Jesus 
is very pregnant. It tends: to lift our thought 
above materialism to a lofty conception of man's 
chief end. It is more,than an argument against ‘ 
care, it is a far-reaching principle to lie associated 
with that other, logion—man is better than a 
sheep (M att. 12:12)." If God hath given unto 
us our life and being, which are far greater than 
food and raiment w ill l i e  not also give us suste
nance for that life :tnd being? Inasmuch as He 
hath given unto us that,which hath greaterw orth, 
will He not give that which hath less?

If, however, we are not persuaded by the argu
ment thus given us, we' need only to look unto 
t{ic heaven and see the birds as they fly or listen 
to them as they warble forth their songs in the 
trees, and from them wc may learn a.lesson. If 
wc would catch the inner meaning o£ it all, we 
might hear our heavenly Father say, "Behold 
the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, nei
ther do they reap nor gather into barns; and 
your heavenly Father fccdeth them. Aro n o t’ve 

-of much more value than they?" If He feeds 
the birds who are among .the smallest of . His 

-creatures shall He not feed us who.represent th e ' 
highest form , of life and understanding? In  a 
little poem entitled “Overheard in an Orchard,” 
Elisabeth Cheney brings out the thought of this 
passage in a simple realistic manner.

“Said the Robin to the Sparrow;
. ‘I should really like to know
Why these anxious human beings.

Ru&h about and worry st>?'
. . CIO)

. / ‘Said the ''Sparrow io the Ilobin;
‘Friend, I think that it, must be 

That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me?’ ".

Rut if these reasons do not suffice to dispel 
(lie worry and fret of life, we may view the situ- 
atiim from another standpoint. After all what 
do wc accomplish by all our anxiety? “And 
which of you by being anxious can add one cubit 
unt'o the measure of his life?” Anxious, ca re  is 
absolutely futile; it does not accomplish any
thing. . Luttcruth .explains the passage by rc? 
ferring it to the growth ■of the body. “By 
that insensible process accomplished by the aid 
nf. [nod,-1 he says, “ God adds to every human 
body-more than one cubit. How impossible for 
yfiii. to do what. God has done without your 
thinking, of it I And if He fed you'during the 
period of growth', can. yoti not trust Him now 
when you have’ceased to grow?"

Vet if we are sti)! unpersuaded of the nocd- 
lessness of anxious care, before u s . lics4 another 
object le.-son.'- "A ndW hy are ye anxious con
cerning .raiment? Consider the Iil/c,s. of the field, 
hoiv they groiv; th e y  toil not, neither do they 
spin; yet 1 say unto you, that even Solomon in 
alt his glory not arrayed like one of these. 
But if'G od so clothe the grass of the field, which 
today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, 
shall lie not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith?'1 No beautiful adorning that has been 
wrought by the hand of mail, is comparable to ' 
the beauty of the flowers of the field. Their 
exquisite coloring can hot be : duplicated. Vet 
they last.for a brief time. If God hath clothed 
these flowers lvifh such splendor, will He not see 
that His creatures, yea, His children, have suffi-. 
cicni for 'th e ir  needs? If we cou ld ' learh the 
lesson of trust, how much happier our lives 
would be ?

“Yes, leave it with liiin, '•
The lilies lill do,

And they grow—
They grow in the rain, '
And they grow in the dew— :

Yes, they grow;
Thy grow in the. darkness, all hid in the night— 
They grow in the sunshine* revealed by the light— 

Still they grow. ;.

“Yes leave it with Him, ’
’Tis more dear to ,H is heart,

You will know, ■
Than the lilies that bloom,
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Or the flowers lh.it start ■'
’Neath I he snow:

Whatever you need, if you seek it in prayer, ;
’■ You can leave it with Him—for you are His care.

You, you know."

Furthermore,' in addition lo nil the foregoing 
reasons for -rest and trust 'and restraint from 
anxious care, come two others, First, .that such' 
a trend of life is like unto (he Gentiles, Food 
and. raiment constitute' the main thought content 
of their lives. It is upon such an objective in 
life that they center their attention. Second, our 
heavenly- Father knows. ‘‘He ye not ^therefore 
anxious, saying W hat shall we ed it or, Wha't 
shall wc drink? or Whercw.lhal shall, we b e ' 
clothed? For after a il these things do the Gen
tiles seek; for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of these things:” “This last 
clause,’1 says IWuce, “explains the difference be: 
tween the disciples and the heathen. The dis-‘ 
ciple has a Father who ktVows, ami never for
gets His children’s needs,-and who is so rewarded 
by alt who truly believe in Him. Such faith; 
kills care. Kut such hiiih is possible only to those 
who comply with the following injunction."

Thus far. in the discourse the negative aspect 
has b een  stressed,. We are told what we are 
not to seek. as. the 'm ain ' objectives of life, but 
now the thought turns in the following injunction 

.10 a positive statement, ‘‘But seek ye-firsti his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and aff these 
tilings shall he ridded unto -you,” Fond .and 
raiment are the incidentals of life; they constitute 
not the supreme objective of human endeavor. 
Spiritual ends arc the true essentials of life, all 
others are.merely transient accompaniments. As 
says (?, D. Williams, “It is as if a company of 
sculptors should spend all--their time and effort 
providing pedestals—some able to get only rough 
boulders from the wayside, others polishing and 
finishing fine shafts of purest m arble^but nobody 

■thinking of carving a statue to set thereon. Or 
as if a company ai painters busied themselves 
exclusively- with finding and stretching their can
vases, some getting only coarse sacking, others 
silks of the finest >veb—but nobody ever painted 
a picture. Now  Jesus h  saying here, ‘Don’t 
bother so much about the pedestals and the can- ; 
vases. They are absolutely insignificant .beside 
the statues and the pictures.; These are the para
mount concern! The roughest boulder that car
ries a noTilc statue is better than the finest shaft 
of polished marble' that carries nothing,. The 

' -. (U>

coarsest sacking upon which some rude'but great 
etching has been sketched is better than the roost 
delicate silk .which is absolutely blank. So the 
meugerest living upon which a life of human 
service and spiritual significance is :built is in
finitely better than the most luxurious existence 
which but 'cumbers the ground with its purpose
less and useless occupancy of space and time.” ■ 

Once more Jesus reverberates the warning, and 
once again He appends a reason. “Be not there
fore anxious for' the morro'w: for the morrow 
will lie anxious for ItAelf. Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof.” The cares of each day are 
sufficient in themselves; ire need not borrow 

. trouble for the morrow. This 1# loading ourselves. 
overmuch, ■

"Strength for today is all that we need.
For there ncvtr may- he a tomorrow.

Tomorrow will tie another today, '
With all of its joy and’ its sorrow."

' In gleaning -hnmiletical material we find this 
passage especially rich. We m ight'take as a lest 
the .last port of v, 25, “Is not the, life more than 
the food, and the body than the. raiment?” and 
for a theme,. “God's Great Gifts to Man and 
Their M e a n i n g f o r  subheads, wc could have, 
the.jfift of life, the gift of the holder of life, 
the human body,, and the significance of such 
gifts. Then wo could take V. 26 and. use as a 
theme,;"A Lesson from the Ilirds;'1 then as sub- ■ 
divisions, a lesson of the value of all created 
things, a lesson of the value of man as the head 
of all created beings, a lesson of trust. Vs. 2S-30 
might.' give us I he theme, “A Lesson fronV the 
Flowers," which would yield in analysing the 
following: a lesson of God's love in providing 
flowers, a lesson o[ the abundant provision in 
creation in the giving of- flowers, a lesson of 
divine care. Finally; v. 32 may be a text with 
the them e,.“The'Prim ary Object of Human En
deavor/' and consequent subdivisions such as 
these, the nature of this primary object, when it 
is to be sought and the results of such an Object 
of endeavor.

Dr: Lyman Beecher'was once asked, ‘‘What do 
you .count the greatest' thing, a human being can 
he or do?" H e replied, “The greatest thins 
which a human being can do is lo bring another 
human being to  Jesus Christ, his Savior.1’ To 
win another to Christ is the first duty and the. 
highest privilege of every Christian.
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H I N T S  T O  F I S H E R M E N
By C. E. C ornell

G otp«l T ran  jform flt ion
The Christian Advocatc N ew  York, says,
“Seventeen years ago Antonio Sartorio, an 

Italian boy from central Italy, arrived in As
toria, Long Island,.and joined the Sunday scltoo! 
of our Astoria Mission. There he was converted. 
He is now the pastor nt Astoria, where his lead- • 
crship is vigorous and inspiring and his church 
one of the most promising in all of our Italian 
work. The Astoria Mission began In the back 
roam of a saloon, but it now occupies what was 
formerly the property of the 'Old First’ church. 
I t  w ould’be difficult to find even1 among English 
language churches a better organized or more 
progressive institution. The congregation is 
made up ot self-respecting Italian people, many 
of whom, own their own hottics. They raise 
annually about $3,000 for maintenance and benev
olence. .Something of the standing and influence 
of the church may be judged from the fact, that 
there has not been a single case of juvenile de
linquency among the families of its constituency. 
On Sunday cvcninKS the church is filled for a 
preaching service for adults, the.m orning service 
being given over to the church school and a spe
cial program for the younger generation. The 
Sunday school is fully organized from the cradlc 
roll to the home department. There are about 
twenty tcachers,” some of^whom are employed in 
the public schools of New York City. The 
Brooklyn and Long Island Church Society is 
proud of what Us agencies are producing In good, 
citizenship. This type of service wilt do more 

, than any other, to. raise the percentage of Amer
icanism," ■

' L eaders W an ted
Dr. .John A ..M arquis, General Secretary af 

the Presbyterian. Mission B oard ,. recently said, 
•'W hat w enceQ  today i s . n o t'm en  to die for. 
Christ bu t to live for Christ. There is little .call 
Ior; the Christian Church except .in terms of effec
tive and attractive leadership, • We need not 
merely a church that shall try but a church that 
shall succeed/ We should unite our forces, 
minimize* our 'differences, and go to work."

'■ (« >

Pure. Religion 1
Pure religion; limlefilcd before God,
Is this; to visit the fatherless and widows.
In . their distress, and keep oneself unspotted 
From the world; to lift the haunting shadows 
From the poor;' make real the reign of brother-'
■ hood; . ' ' .
Td live a life of purity, unfettered 
From the foils of selfishness and greed.
For this religion, Cod of love, I,p lead . ' ,  ̂
G ran t. me my share, that I may overcome 
My baser self, and give without' alloy ■.
That others may receive a greater sum 
Of earthjy good; attain a higher joy ■
Than now is theirs. Help me, I pray, to give 
Myself; s life of service let me live. ,

— E. G uv T albert.
' -;1

The Seven "Overcometh*” of Re*elati«n
(Chapters 2, 3)

Thoje seven “ovcrcomcths” will furnish dmple 
suggestivtness for seven prayermeeting talks, :or 
seven Sunday evening sermon subjects. Careful' 
and prayerful study will be neccssary. ’ J* '
1. To him that overcometh will 'I give to eat of 

the tree of life, which' is in the* midst of the 
paradise of God.

2. He that overcometh shall not be hurt of tfie 
sccond death.

3. To him that overcometh will I -give to eat . 
o f ,th e  hidden manna, and will give him a', 
white stone, and in the stone a new name .

, written, which no man knowcth saving he. 
that receiveth it. .

4. He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I  give power over 
the nations,

5. lie  that overcometh; Hit same shall be'clothed - 
in white raim ent; and I will not blot out his

■ name out of the book of life, bu t I will con
fess his name before my Father and before- 
■his. angels.

,6. Him that overcometh will I make a  pillar 
in the temple of my God, and he shall go no 
more out: .a n d 'I  will -write upon him the 

. . name of my t!od, and the name of the city
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of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which 
cometh ijown out; of heaven from my God; 
and I will write upon him my new name.

7". To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me ire' my .throne, even as I also over-' 
came; and am set down with my Father in

■ his throne.

Why a River Become* Crooked
Did you ever see a river that was as straight 

■as an arrow ? : Probably not. They generally 
wind back and forth from the time they gush out 
of a mountain spring or seep out of a lake until 
they find repose in the bosom of the great deep. 

Anti why is it that the river is never straight? 
.Let a master of epigram answer and at the,, 

same time drive home a wholesome truth: “A . 
river becomes crooked by following the line of 
least resistance! So does a man 1”— Kind Words.

The Milk of Human Kindnet*
There is some good after all, in the breasts of 

not a ' few individuals. : This . is keenly illus
trated by the following incident.

While the concrete was drying on an uptown 
building in Portland, Oregon, under construc
tion; a pair of-robins built a  nest in one end of 
a steel- girder. When workmen returned to the 
job three, weeks, ago the. nest was discovered 
and it contained two eggs;

The w ork 'o f placing' steel and adjusting col
umns, has'continued, but on the quietest possible 
basis. Brawny workmen stilled their, curses, 
“a ir’ gun" operators muffled (heir hammers and 
riveters walked with guarded steps, so th a t the 

: mother robin might hatch her young in peace 
and quietness. I t  was generally agreed among 
the laborers that the robins, should be permitted 
to raise their family without disturbance. The 
two eggs hatched o u t ' two-wide-open mouths 
eagerly waiting for worms. ■ .>
• ' Seemingly aware of the friendly feeling, the 
mbins master the situation a n d . arc *■ sticking it 
out. '

Rich Men Uiing , their Money
Not a ll 'r ic h  men are supremely selfish. A . 

number of them are blessing the whole world 
w ith their richcs. For example: The Rocke
feller Foundation has disbursed millions of dol
lars to promote th e  health of the world. The 
past, year this Foundation disbursed $9,741,474

to. promote world health. The report by" Presi
dent Dr, George E. Vincent shows that the 
Foundation aided the growth ot fourteen mcd- 
ical schools in ten countries. John D. Rocke
feller, Jr.,* is spending millions of money for tene
ment houses to house the poor. Many other 
rich, men arc aiding useful and practical philan
thropies. There is no estimating the real good 
that is being done.

O n e 'F a lla c y  Lead* to  A no ther
, A number ot years ago when Mrs. Mary Baker 

Glover Patterson Eddy died, it was confidently 
expected that the old lady would arise from the 
dead and minister to her deluded followers in her 
msurreclcd body. Hut she never came forth

■ from the grave and is still , there so far as we 
know,- ■ ■ . -

r<o«- comes along one of her chief devotees—  
, Mrs. Augusta E. Stetson, the leader of a body 
of dissenting Christian Scientists,. who declares] 
that she will not die, and that Mary llakcr Glover 
Patterson Eddy who died in 1910, will manifest 
herself'again on earth in human form.

The daily press fcports Mrs. Stetson as saying, 
that she has so far grasped the ideas set forth 
by Mrs. Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, 
that she will not experience death in the sense 
that she experienced physical birth. ;

According to available records, Mrs. Stetson Is. 
about 85 years1 of age, unlike, her preccptreSs, 
Mrs. Eddy, she has made no will and intends to 
make none. The exact form in which Mrs. Eddy 
will return to earth Mrs. Stetson-does not pre
dict. She says, however^ that Mrs. Eddy wilt 
m anifest. herself in such a way as to. be per-- 

•ceptible not only to those who, like Mrs. Stetson, 
are deeply versed In Mrs. Eddy’s writings, but 
to many others besides. •'

Mrs. Stetson revealed for the first time that 
“she believed that. Mrs. Eddy was the Christ,” 

"Jesus/’ Mrs. Stetson said, , “was the masculine 
embodiment of . the Christ spirit, a sort of a 
spiritualization of Adam; Mrs, Eddy was the fem
inine embodiment of .Christ, or the spirltualiiar 
tion of Eve,”

There you have it, this much married woman, 
whose head was full o f error and fantastic no
tions, is ■ to corpe forth from the ceroetciy, the 
Christ of God.. Nonsense! However, it, will 
probably be a number of years before , this un
usual event happens. '  -
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F iv e  R e o to m
George Mueller, whose devoted, prayerful life 

has made Its Impress upon the whole world, gives 
five reason.! why prayer must be answered. I 
asked, “Will you please give, me your, reasons for 
this confident faith?” "Yes," said he, "I believe 
my prayers will be answered because 1 have ful
filled these five conditions:

“First.., I have had no shadow of doubt in 
praying for their salvation, knowing as I do that 
it is the Lord's will they should be saved, for He 
would ‘have all men be saved,, and to come 
unto the knowledge of-the truth ' (1 Tim. 2 :4 )r 
‘and'this :is the rpnfidrnce that i  gr have in hi ill, 
that if  wc ask anything according to his will, he 
htareth us’ (1 John S: 14 >. «

"Second. The second reason is, I have never 
pleaded for their salvation in my own name, but 
in' the all-worthy name of my precious Lord 
Jesus (John, 14:14), that is on the ground at Ills 
merit and worthiness, and on that alone.

"Third.. The third reason is, 1 have always be
lieve^ in the ability and willingness of God to ,  
answer my prayers (Mark 11:24).

“Fourth. The fourth reason is, that I have 
not allowed myself in known sin, for ‘if I regard 
iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me1 
(Psa. 66:18). -

"Filth. The fifth reason1-is, that I ' have con
tinued  in. believing - prayer for over fifty-two 
years, and shall so continue until the answer is ■ 
given (L uke' 18:7).' 'Shall rio-t. God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night unto him ?” ' 

And surely this has made the difference between 
George Mueller and ten thousand of God’s, dear 
children. Whenever the Lord showed him that it 
was His will he. should pray, he continued in 
prayer until the answer came.

As the white vigil where the angels kneel.
We need the faith to go a path untrad,
The power to be aJone and vote with God.” 

— Edwin M a rk h a m .

Tho Need of. the Hour
The following beautiful, and suggestive poem 

■by 'America's distinguished preacher-poet; is 
worthy of note:
“W hat.do we need to keep the nation whole 

, To guard the pillars of the State? We need 
The fine audacity of honest deed;

The homely old integrities of soul;
The swift temerities that take the part 
Of outca'st right—the wisdom of the heart.

We need the Cromwell fire to make us feel 
The common burden and the public trust 
To b e -a thing as sacred and august

• L itt le  W indow * to  P e e p  T h ro u g h  . . 1

~ ‘‘The poorest education that teaches self-con
trol, is betier than the best that neglects It.'1

‘‘Vou can never win the heavy-weight title 
by doing light-weight stunts.1’

“It keeps the niose of many a man to the grind
stone paying interest, on his borrowed troubles.” 

“The men who try lo  do something and fail 
are infinitely better than those who try to do 
nothing and succeed.’*’

“The man who is determined to make good 
h’us.too iittle competition.”

“The goal is not to the swift,
. th e  prize is not to the strong;
The best of life is always ‘ .

For.the man who pegs along.” :• 
.‘•’Success is largely a m atter of a good begin

ning. -Abo a knowledge of when to quit.”
‘‘One of the drawbacks of. success is that it 

often has a string tied to it.”

A n  “ I f"  fo r  M in i i te r .
If you can 'show the young men how to  wrestle 
-. With flesh and blood/and how to buck the line, 
And, a t the same time, be a chosen .vessel 

Filled to the brim tvith love and power divine; 
) i you can please the modernists who hear.you, 

And give them sermons fully up to "date,
Can calm the Fundamentalists who fear you, '■ 

And make them feel that you are really great; 
If you can talk so loud that Deacon Purvus.

Can hear distinctly every word you say, 
Y etspeak so softly that poor Mrs. Nervous 

Will not be driven by your noise away;.
If you can uniformly preach with unction,'

No matter , whether stocks are up or down, 
Can show up weii at every social function,

And yet on Sunday look swell in a gown;
If you know how to kiss the tittle babies 

And teii. each mother hers is just too sweet, 
Can cater to  the Hasbeens and thc.M aybcs, 

And be hail-fellow-well-met, on the street;
If  you can boast a wife who’s never weary 

Of making calls and doing parish work, / 
Who plays and sings and has a yofee that’s cheery, 

Is never sick and never.known to shirk;
If you. have children who are an. example 

To all the other parish girls nnd fwys,

<H>
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vited him to,go along; the result was John Wil
liams, m artyr missionary in^the South Sea Is
lands; the sister-in-law of Laoy. Huntington testi
fied to tlic saving power of Je^uSj.and sl)c was 
converted, anil became the outstanding noble 
lady in England, touching all the great men of 
her time by her Christian influence.

The round can he continued; everywhere is a 
field of golden opportunity to labor and win for 
God. . '

■ C o n clu sio n

Then invest w hat'you have where you are and 
God wilt take care of the results.

Personal R o p o iu ib ility  fo r  R o o u r c e *
T ex t : H ow , many loaves have- ye? (M a tt. 

15:J4). ■  ̂ ‘V
INTRODUCTION
v We are personally responsible for what we 
have. Wc labor ' with what God gives us, ami 
employ our’ talents.wherever wc arc. The Kl°ry 

,pf service comes through these facts. Not every, 
man can be mighty, nor call everyonfc lo fill jjreat 
positions; the one talented man has a! sphere of 
Christian service and labor; fimj.. the place, use., 
the talent. . ,

.!■. N o  O n e  B i i r 'O urselves C an I nvest O ur . 
T alents ‘

The hidden talent is worthless; the buried gold - 
cannot be invested f only by use can what we 
have grow and bccdmc greater, What wc have 
fs an endowment from God nnd.mu=t be person
ally invested.
II. By C onsecrating W h a t  W e  H ave G od 

I ncreases I t

The lad with the loaves of bread, and the tiny 
number of fish must have been surprised when 
they fed the thousands and gathered up the 
twelve baskets full, God increased it. So he al
ways does. He look the miner's son, and in
creased the ability until he became none other 
than Luther, He took the young bank cashier, 
touched him, Increased his talents, and the re
sult was the golden voice of Ira  Sankcy.; God 
found the tad froip Norway, an immigrant to our 
shores, touched his soul with melody, and,the re
sult is Haldor Lillenas, writer of song, gifted with 
the muse of poetry.
I I I ,  No R e tu rn s  W m w u r  L abor

Tbero are no investment returns w ithout labor, ’ 
Henry jSajtyn  worked twentyrone hours a day 
for ten years,, and mastered twenty languages in

which Ik  was able to preach the gospel. John  
Wesley, rode more than 225,000 miles horseback, 
wrote about 200 books, preached some *50,000 
times, and molded ■ the world. Moody prayed 
personally with 750,000 people in his meetings. 
Mueller prayed so, much and so many times that 
25,000 prayers of his were specifically answered 
in,his lifetime, 5,000 of these being answered on 
the day that* he prayed them.

C o n c l u s io n

Only by labor will we. win for God. Invest 
what we have and God will take care of the 
crown of -glory.. Whether it be two loaves, five 
small fish, or ten talents, God will increase if we 
but Invest them in his service. ,

Policle*  .D e te rm in in g  P ro g re » t
T exts: They pitched by I heir standards, and 

so they set forward (Sum . 2:34), For the people 
had a mind to work -(Nell. 4 :6). No man .. .  . ■ 
7hbfcjfig back , ... is fit for the kingdom  . . .  
(Luke 9:62). . ' ■

' I n t r o d u c t io n  ;
The sigpifieapcc of Labor Day for the church 

—fall roundups—n'ew technics employed in solv
ing old problems—-looking toward the future— 
greater ideas and achievements—more cpnsccratod 
efforts. W hat policies will win for the churchy - 
Some are-these: ' . ■

I  M a r c h in g  Ac c o r d in g  t o  D i v in e  O rders 

Every man in his place, camped by his stand- . 
ard, God .commands; and forward wc step.

II, U n it v  o f  M in d  a n iS P u r p o s e

A  mind to  work at a definite task, all hands 
together, never fails to  achieve for the kingdom.

III. C a r r y in g  on  U n t il  t h e  E nd

Too easily discouraged. God never command-, 
ed a retreat; always it is forward. ■ Unfit for the 
kingdom unless'we plow to the end of the fur-, 
row I
C on clu sio n  . .
. There is glory when the sun sets over the west- . 
cm hills, if we will labor for the Master, and fol
low such commands as these from the Word,

A sermon’s length is not its strength. I t  may ■ 
be very much its weakness. In  this case brevity 
is a  Virtue. I t  is a pity to weary the head when ' 
we' should ’.win, the heart. Some divines are long 
in their sermons because they are short in their 

. studies.—S p u r c e o n ,
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SERMON POSSIBILITIES IN HILLS’ THE- 
OLOGY

B y r o n  H . M a y d u r y  :

P a r t  O w e— T h e i s m  . ■ ■

Chapter One—offers splendid material for sermon
building. « . ' . .
1. The definitions of God oh p, II..
2. The arguments regarding the ideas of God 

give the preacher splendid ideas to think. ■ 
about and build ■ upon.

3. A sermon or sermons on God, His person, 
.and how wc may know Gad, and how 
He is knowable should be preached, and 
when preached should he planned to give 
the people a more vivid consciousncss of 
God and a fuller knowledge of His char-

: actcr and personality.
■4, While jt  is a  difficult task to handle such 

subjects, yet to  do so results in a growth 
in  the preacher’s store of material, as well 
as a widening of, his thought and vision 
of God, etc. ' .

5̂. The argument from the moral nature of 
man is very good (See pag^ 22, 23)-.

6. The conclusions on page 38, .39 atc very 
rich.

P a r t  T w o — T i ie o io g y  

Chapter One, on the Being and1 Personality of 
God offers to the preacher fine suggestions 
for development of sermons that are descrip
tive of: His Being and Personality. •
P art One covers material that treats of man’s 
ideas of. God, and proofs of His existence, ; 
showing His need in the scheme of things,

. . whereas, this chapter in Part Two treats of 
•Hi*. Being, etc;
This chapter will introduce, while Chapters 7. 
and 8 give fuller material on this subject. 
In  preaching on holiness, on the judgment, 
on the why of sin, of the law, of punish
ment for sin, etc., a  knowledge of the char
acter and attributes of God is essential to a 
thorough and enlightening treatment, hence, 
you will find chapters 7 and 8 veritable gold 
mines of thought and (ru th  and Bible illus
trations, that is, textual illustrations of this 
subject.

Chapter Two, on the subject of Divine Revela
tion, gives practically ready-made outlines 
and development for a splendid sermon on 
this subject, o r a  sermon on.the Bible, etc.
I t  shows the necessity o f the revelation,' 
giving a number. o f reasons for th/s.
I t  shows th a t such a. revelation is probable,' 

, . and how and why.
C hapter Three follows.on the subject of miracles; 

and I will just say that if you want to  find 
something worth while on this subject, here 

. / .It is, -

Chapter Four, on the Genuineness of the Scrip
tures and Authenticity 
Suffice it  to say, a condensed library on this

• all important subject, good neccssary. mater
ial for a  sermon on a  Bible.

Chapters Five"and Six on the Revelation,-Inspir
ation, and Authority of the.Scriptures like
wise add material for sermons on the Bible.

. You would have to look into these chapters 
to see the mass of material and wealth of 
thought packed therein, waiting to make you 
a good preacher on these great subjects. 

Chapters Nine and Ten; on God in Trinity and 
God in Creation, are masterpieces on these 
subjects. I  especially ’ call attention to  the 
chapter on God in Trinity. The material on 
the Sonship', and works, etc., of Christ are 
invaluable, as is the material on the personal
ity and work of the Holy Spirit.

C hapter, Eleven on the Providence of God, will 
: get you started' on this subject in such a way 

that some, mifihty fine, helpful and much ' 
' needed sermons will result from the deep 
study of it.

P art T h u e&—A nthropology  
P a r t  T h ree  w ilt m ak e  y o u  a  b e t te r  holiness 

, preachcr, a n d  .w il l  if th o u g h tfu lly  m aste red  
m ake y o u  a  rnkster o f th e  know ledge o f  m a n ’s , 
m oral n a tu re  a n d  responsib ility .

I t  has chapters on the origin and unity of man, 
his primitive state, the how of his moral agency, 
with the theory of moral freedom, including the 
study of the will, the power of choice, motives 
that govern responsibility, the primitive cond i-, 
tio n .o f man before the fall, showing how and 
why sin was permitted, the fall- analyzed, and 
cffects of fall on the ■ race, native or inherited 
depravity, and a thorough treatment of carnality 
that will give you a terrible grip on these truths 
of the human heart and life;

I would say tha t a careful study of Part Three . 
will .repay you many times over for the price of 
the book. .

On page 193 a description of "the image of 
God" is given, showing what this meant, in the 

Intellect, Sensibility and Will .
This portion is rich, and will help . you create 

a thought-provoking sermon your folks will nev
er forget. - . , 

The treatm ent of the human will, and power 
of moral freedom is most wonderful. Take this 
outline copied from the book.

Proofs of .Free Moral Agency 
,1, From testimony of our own consciousness. 
2; All men have a sense of blame when they 

do wrong. '
3. History of man reveals this fact •recog-, 
: aiicd.
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4. Universal laws bear witness to freedom 
of will.

5. The action of sinner’s mind in repentance 
proves Jbis freedom. , ■

6. The .convicting work of the 'H o ly  Spirit
■ . bears witness to. our’ moral freedom.

.7. Scriptures address man a s . capable of 
choosing right," as possessing a ‘iontro) 
over his own volitions and as being held 
responsible for proper exercise. of that 
control, 1 .

f 8. The very idea of freedom is properly ad- 
v advanced as an argument for the .fact of 

freedom, .
9. The rewards and penalties of the next

■ - ■ world demand frm lom  in this.
10. I t Is objected this doctrine is inconsistent 

with.-God’s foreknowledge, but not so, etc. 
' I would like to  go on and bring to your a t
tention other outlines contained in these chapters, 
but I  refrain, for want of time. You will have 
to see for yourself just what sort of material this 
work, contains for your use! -

.* P art F our— C hristolocy  
The chapters on the person of Christ, the in

carnation, are productive of much sermon thought 
and material.- H is treatm ent of the Incarnation 
will interest you all.

P arr  Five— S otemolooy  oh D o ctrines of 
S alvation \

This part of the work treats of the whys and 
wherefores of the atonem ent.. A study of the 
moral universal, the moral government arid laws 
or G od ;.o f;th e  atonement through Christ, ivith 
the necessity shown, as well as some of the prev
alent theories of salvation without atonement wc 
meet today, o f moral influence theories, ctc., will 
result in an enrichment of thought that will bud 
into fruitful sermons of salvation. The chapter 

.on the sufficiency and extent of the atonement, 
and the one on the benefits thereof, both are full- 
to  the brim.

Chapter 9 on tlcction is interesting, and while 
not preached on as a  doctrine yet a study of 
this chapter shall have its  reward to  the student. 

Then i t  follows that the chapters on repent- 
ance, sav ing’faith, justification, conversion or 
regeneration, adoption, or witness of the Spirit 
each will give you any number of sermons, Also 
the chapters on sanctification, and the objections 
thereto will be of inestimable value, And the 
chapter on the perseverance of the saints, in 
these days ol "once in grace, always in grace’’ 
doctrine Infecting so many should give the stu
dent material to .shatter the strongest position of 
that strange, illogical teaching.

Then when you want to 'preach on the Church, 
on its sacramcpts, baptism, Lord’s Supper, you

find ready and ample first class material in chap
ters treating on these subjects.

To show you some of the good things in this 
part of,-the book awaiting your use, take this 
outline on Justification:..

. 1, Consider the nature of 'justification.
■ 1 2. Consider what it  is not.

3. Consider the conditions thereof, and how 
obtained. >

4. Finally consider the results thereof, and 
how preserved,

This is a  sample of tlic possibilities of the book 
for sermon building. Hills is so hom lktiail in 
his treatment, that the finest master of this art 
could not improve on the arrangement of much 
of his material. An exploration of these chapters 
will reveal the tru th  of this.

■Part S ix— E s c tm to lo g y  ' 1 
Every Nasarcne preacher should be versed in 

this phase of theology, especially as it contains 
many much disputed divisions, o r shall we say, 
disliked parts. The majority of the clergy in 
the general Church do not believe in the second 
coming of Christ, and flatly refuse to discuss It 
from their pulpits though they . may launch a 
tirade at those vvho advocate it,

But the statements of both Dr. Chapman an d ' 
Dr, Hills will provoke thought on the subject of 
the "Prc" and “Post” question. A study of both 
sides will help a thinking preacher.

His chapters-on the immortality of the soul, 
the interraediale stale, the resurrection, the* judg
ment, the eternal blessedness of the righteous, and 
on eternal punishment will give every preacher 

; plenty to  think "about.
The critical student will find a  field of clover 

in which to 'roam , without fear of exhausting the 
pasture. I n . this preview it has been impossible 
to give any extensive enlargement of the homi- 
Ictical possibilities of this work, but. we t m £ ( 
that you may have gleaned'some idea of what 
this book holds for you, so much so th a t you will 
not feel satisfied until you secure your copy of it. 
Every Naiarene pastor who has any sanctified 
ambition to be a better preacher should no t be 
w ithout this work.
EPHKATA, PA,

SECURITY OF THEM W HO LOVE THE  
LAW

Edward P ea l  
Great peace have they which love th y  law and 

they shall hayt no stumbling-block (marginal 
trading) (Psalm 3 1 9 :16S),

I. Great P eace
1. A peace when world has no peace.

' e. When temporal things fall, 
b. When hardships come.

on
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il
i :

:(

2. A lasting peace. , . 
.... a, Sourcc above and abundant.

b, Has no. bad effects (morning afteO.
c. Is not a blind, peace (if man of world 

could see future his peacc would van
ish immediately).

3. Brings peace with a!) men (Heb, 12: 14). 
a. Pcace on inside promotes peace on

outside. ■
' b. Peace o/i inside desires'peacc on out

side, . ’’ ■

II. W h o ? T h o s e  \V i i o  L ove  L ajv

1. Only those who keep law love it.
2 .. Those' who love law hate evil '{Psalm 97:- 

' 10). "  .

a. I t  is against God. 
b: I t is destroying man. 
c. T ie  law of God works no hardship. 

For our good. '
III, N o t h in g  S h a l l - O f i t n i i  T h e m  ( h a v e  n o  

s tu m b lin g -b lo c k )

1. From outside. '
a. Iiypocritcs—tlicsc become stiimbling- 

blnclts to many.
b. When strong Christian backslides it 

will not cause us'to  stumble. ■'
c. Persecutors,

2. - From inside.
a. Selfishness—Judas.
b. Love of World-^Demas.
c. Love of Popularity—Solomon. ■
d. Lack of Prayer—Disciples.

HOLINESS STUDY
M elza H. Enow*:

1. Holiness needed in the heart. .
2. Holiness a second work of divine grace.
3. Holiness by faith. ■ .
4. Holiness and purity.'
5. Holiness and power.
ft. Holiness and the second coming of Christ.

‘ 7. The preparation for receiving holiness,
8. Seeking and obtaining holiness.
9, Holiness witnessed to by . the Spirit.

10. The life of holiness. :
11. Holiness retained. ■ : .
12. Hindrances to  holiness.
13. Holiness and heaven.
14. Holiness and humility.
15. The review of holiness,-

.These fifteen subjects make a very comprehen
sive study of the doctrine and experience of holi
ness and can be used for a Leadership Training 
course with the required textbooks and reference' 
books or can be used as subjects for prayermeet- 
ing lessons or for Sunday morning topics for a se
ries of messiges.

THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR LORD’S RE
TURN

(M att. 25:1-13)
J .  H. J ones

]M U 01>L'CT10S . ■ ■

!. Primarily to ibe Jews—thoughts for our 
d a y .' . ’ • ■

.2. A faithful warning to the godly.
3, The heart of this lesson is v , 13—watch,

I. At t i ie ; .H our of G reatest D arkness—
• MlDNlCIIT . "

1. Darkness at th e ‘ first advent—Jesus the 
Light.

2.' When Jesus comes again, even greater 
darkness.

3. Except ' those days shortened, no flesh 
saved, 1

4. Rapidly approaching that day.
5. Prophpcy being fulfilled, before our very 

eyes.
f>. Midnight, the time, when men sleep most 
, soundly, ■

' 7. Will not be . awakened, Jrom . their sleep, 
-'nilbough these things are transpiring, be
fore. their very eyes.. .

S. At such a lime as this, our Lord will ap 
pear (M att, 25:3-9). ■

I I .  A t an  U nexpected  T im e

1. Not even the “wise virgins were awalic.”
2. -The foolish lamps, no oil, just empty 

profession.
. 3. Oh, this-carelessness, this awful, indiffer

ence, But, "Behold the Bridegroom com- 
, • eth,” ■

I I I .  W h e n  O nce t h e  Bridegroom  Is  "C o m e - 
ano G one”  T oo L ate

1. There is a limit to the "operations of 
. grace.” —

2. God bore long with Israel; but finally let : 
His'judgments fall. .

U, He is bearing long, with mankind, during 
(he Gentile age, bu t judgment, is coming.

4. The Appointed Time makes haste,
5. Let us beware, Jest it be too late.

W e S hall  G ive T iik e e  S pecial  L esso n s  dy W av 
of Applica tion—

. i. The virgitis are not to make for them
selves abiding places in this old world.'

2, Virgins are expected to “Let" not to 
“Make” their lights shine.

■ 3 .,Borrowed religion will not stand the test 
of Christ’s second coming.

OS)
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2. lie repented.
3. He prayed.
4. He confessed, .
5. He looked to God in faith!
6. W as restored, and obeyed God. 

- C o nc lu sio n" '' . ' .
1. Learn,—you'uii! find God just where you 

' lost Him.
Z. Gar! lias no bargain counter?.
.1. Then go and do as Jonah,did.

R O B B IN G  GOD
By C v i u l  A . C r o n k  

T ex t : Mai. 3:8. ' .
L e s s o n : Mai. 3:8t12.
I, M e a n in g  o f  T e r m  .R obbery

J. To lake- property from another against 
. - his, will. ■ .

a. Owners’ rights not considered;
2. T.o withhold from.

a. Entrusted with onother’s property.
f l )  Retain it for self,

■ (21 Unfaithful to . trust bestowed.
11. W h o  Is R o i i d k d ?

J. "Ye have rojjbed me” (G oJ).
a. The Supreme Heins,

! t)  Had no beginning and will have 
no fcnd, ■

b. M an’s best triend.
(1) Still a friend when others fail 

' / V  ■ (Psa.. 27:10). ■
III, M e t h o d  U se d  i n  R o b b in g ’1 G od

1, "In  tithes and offerings.” .
a. Taken ' the tenth part. ,
' (1) not ycurs, but .God’s.

. (a) Only nine parts belong to you;
b. Given no offerings.

(1) No expression of love,.
(2) Offerings conic after the tithe is 

paid.
c. Tithes and offerings taken against God’s 

will,
.(I) Displeases Him.

IV. W h o  A re  t h e  R o b b e r s? . '
. 1. Those who keep the tithes and offerings, 

a. Disobeying God’s command (Mai. 
3:10).

I ;  The list of robbers: t
a. Sinners.

• ■ (1) Gather everything for 3elf.
b. Holiness people.

(1) Make excuses for not tithing,'
c. Nazarencs.

(I )  Fail to bring the tithe into' the 
. storehouse,

(a) Use it as they choose.
.  /  (19)

V. R esu lts  of R obbing  God ,
1. Failed to obey God.- ■ 

a. “Obedicnce is better - than sacrifice"
(I Sam. 15:22).

2. Jeopardises experimental Salvation.
• a. Robbing God is ' as sinful as to rob

man.
(1) Impossible to rob ,either God or

■ man and keep'saved. .
.V Improper support of ministry.

a, J’reachcr's salary should equal that of 
" professional, man.

( t )  Never, has been, never will be, but 
it should be.

(2) Ministry turning aside to other 
things (Nch. 13:10>.

4. Populates hell.
a. Some must preach'to Ic^cp saved.

(1) Small salary, etc.
(a) Reject the call, some never 

hear the message. •
.. I), District' Iludgets not paid,

(1) New fields not.entered.
■. (a) Souls not saved.'

c. General Iludgets hot paid.
(1) Missionaries ready to go.

(a) No funds-,
0>) 'Heathen die without God. 

C o n c l u s io n : 'Money for . p lejW e but little 
for God. Make sure you are not using the tithes 
and offerings.

THE HEAVENLY VISION
By W . U. W alkek . ,
' (Acts 26:19)

I. P a u i/ H ap a .Visio n  of H is  O w n  L ost C o n 
dition '
1. Paul was a church member but was un

converted. , -
2. A vision of our own sinful state is the 
V first neccssary step in finding God,
Paul in seeing his own spiritual bankruptcy, 

also caught a vision of the exceeding sin* 
fulness of sin. , ,'

. Paul saw that the nature of sin was two
fold. Sin as a principle, and sinful actions 
incurring g u ilt., '

II. T h e  A p o s t l e ’s V is io n  o f  C h r i s t
Paul’s vision of Christ consisted of: *
1. A vision of His pre-exi5tence (Phil, 

2 :6- 11).
2. The scope of this vision took in the nat

ural attributes of Christ. , ■
3. Paul’s vision also took in the miraculous 

work of Christ.
4. This vision also comprehended the satis

fying portion of the redemption of Christ.
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I I I . - T h is  - V is io n . R evealed U nto  .Pau l  t h e  ■
VVoh id ’s  N eeds •
1. I t revealed unto Paul how low and sen-
: sual men had gone (Rom: 1st chapter):
2. He caught a glimpse of the false reli

gions of his day.
3. In seeing the vvorld’s needs a burning pas

sion for the. last camc upon Paul,
4. At the dose of his eventful life Paul de

clared that he was pure from the blood 
of all men,

IV . T h e  A postle  P a u l  Also H ad a V isio n  o f

H is  E tehnal H o m e
1.-I t .  was a home free from the-trials and 

.difficulties of this life,
2. I t was a home made w ithout'hands..
3. This home was the third heaven unto 

which Paul was .once caught up,
4. I t was a home in which' he would receive . 

the crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 3:8),

W A I T I N G  FOR D E A T H

By J .  VV, B o s t  

T ex t : I f  a man die shall he live again7 ^Job 
14:14). ' ' . ■

I . D ea th  Is a C hange  '  ■
1. 01 place. 

i'2. Of conditions.
II. How S h o u l d  W e  W a it  foh  I t ?

t .  With patience,’
■ 2. In  hopefulness.

3. In  readiness ■.

A F E L L O W SH IP D IV IN E
" Text:. “They had bent with Jesus" (Acts 
4:21). ■

I ntroduction  ..
In The Great Slotte Face, as told by Haw

thorne, Ernest became like the stone face upon 
which he looked so intently. Men are t r a n s - . 
formed by their associations, or debased thereby. - 
If m art could , walk with kings, or. live with 
poets, or associate with the refined, many of his 
ambitions could be fulfilled,. But. there is a 
fellowship far surpassing that of kings, or poets, 
or the refined. The disciples had been so long 
with Jesus, that they partook of His kingly na
ture, and His heavenly glow. .This change 
wrought upon the fishermen was marvelous in its 
transformation. WJien brought to the rulers of 
that day, they knew that these men had been 
with Jesus. This is;

1. A  Transforming Fellowship, Their lives 
had been transformed from the debased to the 
holy. Their ambitions , were changed. They .

w alked' among the common men' sent Srom 
above. Jesus transforms every so ill touchcd by 
His power.

2. An Mmfio-Mring Fellowship. Whence the 
power for fishermen,'and a clerk sitting, at the, 
custom, to upset the world? WJiencc the power 
for unlearned men to overthrow pagan reli
gions, and to raise the religion of a crucified im
postor (as Jesus wds called) to the religion of 
the state? I t w a s , th e . power ot being with 
Jesus, No man can walk' with Jesus and not be
come powerful in the realm of purity. Purity 
is power.

3. A Conqtitrirtg Fellowship. When men 
have been with Jesus they become conquerors. 
They conquer appetites and. passions; they rule 
their own lives by divine power.: Yes,.they con
quer other men for the militant Master.

C o n c l u s i o n  . ' 11
- Have we been with Jesus, so that others may^ 
recognize that we have walked with Mm? Have 
our lives been transformed, empowered, en
nobled by His fellowship? '

P it t s b u r g h , v a , .  '

THE FALL AND RESTORATION 
OF PETER

By Rov L. H ollenback
T ext: Luke 22:31-34.
These words arc Christ’s tender forewarning to 

the aposllc Peter concerning his fall. I t  is a most 
loving warning. Note how it indicates:

I , H is  D ow nfa ll  W as S o u g h t  by  S atan 
The arch-enemy of God and man cunning
ly plotted the destruction of alt the apostles 
by seeking to accomplish the downfall of

■ this, their chiefest one. He is ever on the 
job, cunningly seeking our downfall.
1, “Satan hath desired to have," Sought 

of the Lord permission, as in Job’s
, case, to tem pt him, We leam by tb a  

that Satan cannot tempt us except by 
permission.

2, "Sift thee as wheat." This means to 
try  h is . faith, whether it was such, as 
would abide, or was merely dust and . 
chaff,

II. T h e  T i m e  and  C ir c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e  T h e n  
O p p o r t u n e

1. I t  iw s  s  tim^of great sorrow, Jesus 
, had talked much about leaving. Sor-

■ ’ row had. filled their;hearts. How mer- 
. ciless was the devil to take advantage

of this sad- hour 1
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Jt behooves us to always remember that 
“the joy 'of the Lord Ls our strength.” 
Let so/row, whatever'm ay be. its cause, 
be only brief. Step quickly into the 1 
sunlight. D ty your tears as soon as 

:you can, for the ,time of sorrow’ is a 
dangerous time.

2. It was a lime of ■ great physical strain
a. His physical weariness, may be seen 

; in-the Garden of Gethscmane. He
was told to watch* but was phys
ically unable to do so. I n . keen 
disappointment, but in utmost ten
derness, Jesus reproves him with 
the words, “W hat? Could ye not 

. watch with me one hour? . The 
spirit* indeed is - willing, but the 
flesh is weak." .
Had he 1 watched, and not Riven 
away to physical weakness here,

. he might have; escaped this great 
temptation.

b, ..How considerate wc should be o f '
those who . arc in physical strain. ■ 
Temptations then are doubly keen. 
Many a mother, whose nerves were 
worn threadbare by constant care 
of a large ’ household, has been ac
cused of being carnal, by preachers 
who knew not w h a t. a real; care 

, was. You may-certainly assist the
■ devil by accusing one in such con

dition of being unholy I Possibly 
if you had half the duties and 
burdens they have, you would break, 
under them. Do not expect per
fect music fro in. an vnilrung in~

■ ' . slrumenl.
3.' I t  was a time of over-confidence. He 

had just said, “Though all men for-
. sake thee, yet will I never forsake 

thee." ■
n. Never be so confident as to: boast 

in tby strength. ‘‘Take heed lest 
ye fall.”

. b. Souls ore often surprised in times of 
: great self-confidence and jubilation. -

' N ever'take down your shield.
"M y soul be on thy guard,

Ten thousand foes arise;
. The hosts o fjiin  are pressing hard 

' To draw thee from the skies,” etc.

T ire D isa st r o u s  Br e a k in g  P o in t

1, Out in the Garden . Satan caused him 
to do a very rash thing, in cutting 
off the high priest's servant's ear. ■ The

■ , V (21)

devil has a way of making a. soul who 
is out o f  the Spirit do things, in spite of 
himself, which arc rash and embarrass
ing to him. Then he whips him for 
having done them .1 .

2. He comes from the Garden to the 
judgment house of Caiaphas following 
"afar off"; sneaks in amongst the men 
who stand' without,^ Have a- little 
maid and two men press him with, ac
cusations; and he flics into a rage, .de
nies his Lord, curses, breaks out into 
shameful sin 1 ■ ...

3. W hat ’ shameful sorrow he must have 
felt at that moment when he broke 
into sin. And Jesus, at that moment 
loolcrd upon him! Peter fled from His 
presence, and theirs, to weep bitterly 
by the wall! Poor broketi and bleeding 
soull

■ I t  is doubtful if  he followed the crowd
■ that took Jesus out to be put to death, 

or if he ever saw Him again before He 
was crucified.

• • •

IV. His H estohation
The next lime Peter saw. ibe Lord was 
after the resurrection when he, with some 
of the apostles, wa£ fishing by the sea
shore. All night they had tolled and taken • 
nothing. Christ appeared to them at the 
early morning hour disguised as a. stranger, 
and says “Children, have you ‘-any meat.?"

, He instructs them to cast their nets on the 
right side and they shall find. When they ' 
obey, they take a great multitude of fishes, 
At once John senses that Christ , is that 
stranger, and says to ’ Peter, “I t  is - th e  
Lord.” Peter leaps from his boat and swims 
to shore, takes Jesus by the feet,1 and says, 
"Depart from me, for I  am a sinful man,
O Lord!" .
Jesus then breaks his heart by three times 
asking him, “Simon,- lovcst thou m e?" Her?

. occurred 'Peter’s glad restoration back into 
Christ’s love and grace.
This man who so deeply fell was yet to ■ 
arise in Christ’s power to  become a pillar of 
strength (to others. He must “Feed m y  
sheep,” a'nd "Strengthen the/brethren.”

I said, This task is keen—
Ilut even w hile.I spake, Thou, Love divine, 

Didst stand behind, and gently overlean 
My .drooping form.

- — D ora G b e e n w e l i-
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IL L U S T R A T IV E  M A T E R IA L
Compiled by J. G lk n n  G o u ld  

P u rch a ied 'b y  B lood
l l  seems to me as though all heaven were Iry- 

ing to bid in your soul. The first bid it m'akcs 
is the. tears 'of Christ at the tomb of Lazarus; 
but that is not a high enough pricc. T he-next 
bid heaven makes is the sweat of Cethsemanc; 
but it is too cheap a pricc. The next bid heaven 
makes seems io ’be the whipped back of I’ilate's 
hall; but it is not a high enough-price. Can it 
be possible that ' heaven cannot buy you in? 
Heaven tries once more. It' says, "I bid this 
time lor that, man’s soul the tortures of Christ's 
martyrdom, the blood on His temple( the blood- 
on His cheek, the blood on His chin, the blood 
on His hand,, the bipod nn His side, the blood on 
His knee, the blood on His foot—the' blood 
in drops, the blood in rills, the blood in pools 
coagulated licneath the cross; the blood that wet 
the tips of the soldiers' spears, the blood that 
splashed warm in the faces, of His enemies.” 
Glory to God, that bid wins i t ! .  The highest 
price that ever was paid "for anything .was paid 
for your soul. Nothing could buy it but blood I 
The estranged property is bought hack. Take it, 
“You have sold yourself for nought; and ye 
shall be 'redeemed 'without money,” O -atoning 
blood, cleansing blood,^ife-giving blood, sanctify* 
ins blood, glorifying blood of Jesus I Why not 
burst into tears at the thought that for thee 
He shed it—for thee the hard-hearted, for thee 
the lost?—T. D kW it t  Tai,mace. ■

T augh t .of th e  .S p irit
In Tremont Temple there were two colored 

men; one of them : w’as .Robert. He was born in 
slavery, never saw the inside of a school, and 
learned to read only through great effort of h is , 
own. Hut Black Robert knew more about the 
Bible than any other man in Tremont Temple, 
W hy? I will tell you why. For years black 
Robert never read his Bible except on his knees. 
For two, three, four hours at a 'tim e, he read the 
Bible on his kjiees. He never went to bed that 
he did not put the Bible under his pillow, and 
when they found him dead in a hospital ward 
they found the Bible under his black curly hedd.

I had the privilege of being under one of the 
great Hebrew scholars of his day; He thought 
Hebrew, he was saturated iiv, H ebrew ; a gentle 
Christian man, a great scholar with a, great . 
brain. He'would comc straight to his desk, open

V ■ - ( « )

that old. Hebrew Bible, drop his face right down 
between the pages, anti say something like this: 
"t1) Lord Jesus, m ay-Thy Holy Spirit’ teach us 
Thy-.Word." Do you wonder he knew his Bible? 
He ( knew it bv the same process that black 
Robert knelt’' him. You can’t read your Bible 
without the Holy Spirit.-t-Cortland .Myehs,  in 
Thr Expositor.

Keep in the. W hite  L ight
There is a hug liuhl which, assists in marking 

the .channel which leads into the-harbor at .Port
land, Maine. Once (he mariner passes Portland 

H eadlight, he lakes his bearings from this hug 
liytit.' It is equipped with a white sector* which . 
shines 'directly down the channel, and-the ivhite 
sector is flanked’ on either side with-red sectors. 
'Stius, when the pilot keeps in (he w hite light, be 
is safe. Hut when carried b y  currents to the 
one hand or the other lifiiil the light shows red, 
it is a warning to him to bring her back into 
deep wafer, God is just as faithful to us as this, 
uwniinV us-tiy the. Voice of conscicnct. whenever 
■we^strayr Keep irj the .while light and be safe.

T he D eafening N oitea of the W orld
A gentleman was asked by an -artist' friend of 

pome note to come to his home and see a paiiit- 
iijg just finished. He went aL the time appointed, 

'•was shown by the attendant into ji  room which 
W as quite dark, and left there. He was much 
surprised, hut quietly awaited • developments. 
After perhaps fifteen minutes.his fricrnf camc into 
the room with a cordial greeting, and took him ' 
up to the studio to see the painting, which was 
greatly' admired. Before he left the artist said 
laughingly, “ I-suppose you thought it queer, to 
be left in that d a rt room so long.” "Yes,:" the 
visitor said, “I did.” "W-ell,1' his friend replied 
“ I knew that if you 'cam e ittto my studio with 
the glare of the strecL in your eyes you would 
not appreciate .the fine coloring of ithe  picture. 
So I left you in the dark room till the glare had 

.worn out of your eyes.”
The first stage of Moses' prayer-training was 

wearing the noise of Kj»ypt but o f  his ears so 
he could hear the quk t fine tones* of God's voice. 
He who would become skilled in prayer must 
take a silence course in the University of Arabia. 
Then cante the second slage. Forty years were 
followed by forty days, twice over, of listening 
to God's speaking voice up in the mount.—-S. D.. 
G ordon. . '



TH E PREACHER'S MAGAZINE 311

M oved, by God*» M ercy
,A soldier, during the war, heard of ihe sickness 

of his wife and asked (or a furlough. I t  was de
nied him, and he ran <nray. He was caught, 
brought back, and sentcnccd to be shot as a de
serter. The officer took from his pocket a docu
ment that announced his death on the following 
morning. As the document-was read the man 
flinched! not and showed no sorrow or anxiety. 
Hut the officer then took from , his pocket an
other document, that contained the prisoner’s 
pardon. Then he broke down' with deep emo
tion at the thought of the lerticncy that had been 
extended.—T, U rW jiT Talm ace.

In 'T o u c h  w ith .God ’
Wc want a new grip of the old truth that wc _ 

can actually get into touch with God. The radio 
instrument i s ‘delicate but it is just a toy com
pared to the soul which has power to cominunc 
with God. We sec. how much our Lord d e -1 
pended' upon this touch with the divine Father. 
Sometimes-when "wc want a' thing on the-’ radio 
jusl right wc ask those in the room to be still a 
minute. Our Lord was always in touch with 
God, but when. He wanted the finer adjustments 
He went off to the solitude of the hiils and 
there alone in the niglit-lime he tuned in arid 
caught God, coming back stronger' to the stress 
and strain of life, _

As in the radio so in the spiritual sphere, the 
level on which-we live is the level on which we 
rercivc. As the heart is so is the man. .W hen' 
sin and selfishness rule the life we cannot get 
anything higher. God sendsnpthing on that vi- 

' bration,. but we have a soul that can be tuned 
up Jo the level at which He sends and it is by 
longing for. God and by prayer thjxt wc tune In 
With Him. “Blessed are they which hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." 
—-J. VV. W i i i i .la n s, **' ;

. H ono r T hy  M other '
A widow in the state of Georgia had a son. - 

She madc up her mind that he should have a col
lege education. She took in washing,' and she 
lived in the plainest sort, of way, and she finally 
got him through college; Her son was. gradu
a ted -a t the lop of his class. Furthermore, he 
took a gold medal for special excellence in his 

■studies. When commencement day came he was 
the valedictorian. In that day he went to his 
mother and said, “M other,. it is commencement' 
day.” : " I  know that," said his -mother. "But,

Mother, 1 graduate today." "Why, of course,
I know that.” “Well, why aren’t' you- g e tr . 
ting ready to go to the commencement exercises?" 
"VVhy, jny son, I am not going.” “You are cer
tainly g o in g ,h e  said. Bu£ the mother, replied, 
“M y.son, 1 'have nothing proper to wear, and 
you will be ashamed of your old mother, I  have 
nothing but an old, plain,, faded shawl, and a 
dress that has been worn ,for many years, and 
you would be ashamed of my appearance," 
“Why, Mother, asham ed.of you! I  owe all I  
have in the world to you and what is more, I  
won't go unless you go. with rat."

And the mother put o n : the plain, faded dress 
and the faded shawl arid started  down the main 
street to the church, and went into the building, 
and her son found her a placc in a good position 
near the graduating class, and he took his place 
on the platform and delivered his valedictory, ad 
dress, received his diploma and his gold medal 
,for special excellence in studies, and stepped 
down from that platform arid went to where that 
lady was; where that mother was sitting in Chat 
faded shawl, and pinned the gold medal on the 
faded shawl and said, "Mother, that belongs lo 
you. You have earned it.” ■ ■ >. . ■

I heard only a month ago, after having' told _ 
that story around the earth, that the young man

■ is today the president of the college Where it 
happencd.-r-Sffectcd.

U n ie lfith n e ti
. When the Titanic, .went down, W, T. Stead 

was on his way lo New York-on the fated vessel 
to attend the Men and Religion Forward Move
ment Convention. On the morning that the Car-- 
pathia was steaming into the harbor bringing the 
survivors nf the wreck, M r. J. M. Whitmore 
said to Mr. M. A. McDonald, of Toronto, and 
a great friend of Mr. Stead’s, “ is Mr. Stead on 
the Carpathia, Mr. MacDonald?” ;

“No, he is not r on it,” was the prompt an
swer. “Whqt do you mean, Mr. MacDonald?" 
inquired Mr. Whitmore in great surprise at the. 
surencss of the reply , he had received. “ I have 
known W. T.‘ Stead ever since he was a  young 
man and he was always ready to do the. things 
he ought to do. When the Titanic went down, 
if there were others to get in those lifeboats, 
W. T. Stead stayed behind," replied the dis
tinguished Canadian, paying in those brief words 
a, most magnificent tribute to the character and 
memory of the great journalist.—D r. A qu illa  
W ebb. .
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PRACTICAL .
1 . r ' ' ■ _ 1 ' .

PASTORAL VISITING
By H arold  C. J o h n s o n

PAUL the apostle, emphasized preaching as 
essential to  accomplishment in the work of 
God. “How then shall they call on him in 

whom they have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preachcr? and how shall they preach, except they 
lie sent?” (Romans' 10;M, 15.J But he spoke, 
of pastoral visiting as well. In  his address to 

. the Ephesians he says: "Ye know„from the first 
day that I came into'Asia, after what manner I 
have been with you a t a ll seasons—and how 
I kept back- nothing that was. profitable unlo you, 
but have shewed you, and have taught you pub- 
lickly, and ’ from houjc to house. Testifying 
both to  the 3 cws, and also to the Greeks, rcpciit- 
ance toward .God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ" (A ds 20:18-22).

Pastoral1 visiting is an art, if it is done right. 
And It requires some mental consideration. . Some 
preachers say that they arc not adapted to tbis 
phase of the Lord’s work. Perhaps they arc not_ 
as. well qualified, and do not find the joy in it 
that others do, but often their failure along this 
line is' not due'so  much to some • constitutional 
condition as it is to their neglect of some very 
simple precautions in reference to this work.

A few suggestions concerning pastoral visiting 
are offered as follows: •

1. Pray before you fio, as you go, and while 
you are making the call. I t  is just as necessary 
that God anoint you for this phase of your work 
as for preaching or any other. He will, through 
prayer, put upon you a spirit of tenderness and 
sympathy that will make your visit effective. ■

2.- Have .special prayer, in every home ■ you 
visit unless providentially hindered. . The people 

. expect it and will not understand if you don’t.
3. Take advantage of every opportunity la 

speak a word for Christ. This is your business. 
As a business man talks business, and a  farmer 
talks agriculture' and as a politician talks politics 
so should you talk salvation. Let nothing hinder 
you In 'th is matter. Be full of your subject.

’■ (24)

4, Let common sense and divine leadership 
'guide'you as to the proper time to visit certain 
homes. ■"

5. Let every word and action be based on the 
highest, plane of courtesy and purity. :

o. Don't attem pt to settle domestic troubles. 
Such action wilt only increase, your own troubles.

7. Lie neat and clean in your dress. A-lack 
of. these qualities will cause the people to be. 
ashamed of you.

8.‘ Do nol visit merely for. your own pleasure. 
It will often be your du ty  to visit homes that you 
mhy not especially feel like visiting, that is, you 
should, not visit just the families who attend 
your preaching, you should also visit those who 
do not attend. Such visits may no t always be 
pleasant, and you may not feet like going, but go 
anyway. , , .

9 .’ Don’t make yourself a t home too much, in 
any h«nc, Remember that, "Familiarity, breeds 
contempt,"

10. Do not be oyer serious nor over'humorous. 
If you a re -th e  latter the people, wilt not. be 
likely to seek your advice; T heyw ill not under-; 
stand you, nor be as likely to-open their hearts 
to you and thereby' present to you the oppor
tunity to help them1. To be the first will pro
duce the same results.

11. Be careful whom you take into your con
fidence.

12. Do not make your visits too lengthy.
13. Go. to  the homes where you can do (he 

most good. For instance, if death or sorrow of 
some sort has come to a  home, a short visit and 
a word of. sympathy will be appreciated. This 
refers to others ouUldc your own membership too.

14. Visit often the homes of the young con- ' 
verts. They need the strength yon can give 
them. >

15. Intensify this phase of your work imme
diately after a revival. Much of the work can 
be sustained if the pastor will put forth a special 
effort then .1 ■

16. Use your special workers, especially singers : 
and musician's that, might be,assisting you in a
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meeting, to help you visit homes of the shut- 
ins, etc. ■

17. I»o not visit those homes that will be 
likely to produce a blotch on your reputation 
and the cause of Christ. If a pastor is m arried,' 
his wife should accompany him to certain fiomes, 
If the pastor is not married then, let common 
sense and the advice ol some good saint guide 
him. Remember it is better noL to visit certain 
homes than to take a *chance on bringing a reflec
tion on yourself and the church you represent.

18, Much good can he done if ,you will spend 
homes than to take a chance on bringing a reller- 
pitals, jails,-, reformatories; poor houses, ctc. 
Don’t be bashful in speaking for Christ every 
place you go. So go that you might speak and 
work for Him,

SOME HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS FOR 
OUR PASTORS

By  M«u King, a Layman 
HE first essentia! for any person to b<; a 
successful pastor or evangelist is  to have a  
infinite call from God to  the work. The 

second is to ' “tarry, until" he has been endued' 
With power. . W ithout‘these two epochs no one 
should expect the Lord to bless his efforts, - The 
third essential is a proper vision of a sin-cursed, 
lost, hell-bound world, God’s Jove. for i t ,  His 
completed plan for redeeming i t ,  and man’s part 
in carrying out its redemption. The right kind 
of education is a g fta t help but God uses some 
very crude material successfully.

Then to be a successful pastor, a person must 
have the proper vision or conception of what his 
own spiritual condition should be. . He must live 
a better life, if possible, than he expects anyone 
else to live—be ini example (or ail lo follow. 
His .standard of living for himself and his people 
must be the Bible standard. He must insist On 
clean living from all his people. He must him
self five above reproach, avoid every appearance 
o f evit. He must know . the. duties of a pastor 
and have a deep sense of his responsibility to 
them, and should consider doing his duty a 
privilege.- He should feci, he has an awful re-r 
sponsibility resting on him—Uic greatest in the 
whole world. A holiness preacher must live a 
holy life himself and insist that the members of 
his church do the same, else the term holiness 
is a misnomer.

Then to be a successful pastor he must have 
energy; be willing to work and be always on; the

job. He should remember he is a servant of the 
Lord as well as-his people and never put .personal 
business or pleasure before the duties of his minis- ' 
try. His job is big enough lo need his services 
at home practically ail the time. He must not be 
too lazy or indifferent to  {fray, and 'p ray . until 
he, prays through practically, if not actually 
every'day, and this especially in getting his mes
sages, messages God will, honor and bless, and 
Retting the attainting on himself for-every mes
sage in its delivery.. There is nothing quite so 
dry as the preaching of a holiness preacher with
out power, and be sure your congregation will 
knoiv whether you are .praying ovur your mes
sages. God honors prayer and answers it.

Hei shuuld visit his people, have their confi
dence, know their troubles, wbrricsmpd burdens 
and help them to bear them, feel they are his, 
very own, for why arc they not. when he is 
their shepherd and thfy are his sheep?

It is through fallh we get all the things from 
the Lord so a successful pastor must be. a  person 
»[ faith. He should have a faith that compels 
God to honor His promises, a faith that holds on 
many times when it looks useless to hold on. In 
our own short experience we have seen where wc 
have given up too soon. .

Good judgment is necessary to the best sue-' 
cess of anyone’s doing anything.' Therefore a 
pastor should study diligently every part of his 
work a n d Nnot do anything hastily or without 
thought, but study and pray over every duty, 
problem, or whatever concerns him in hi1* life and 
work and be careful to look after the things 
that appear to be small or of little consequence. 
I t  is the little, foxes that spoil the vines. We 
want to mention three things specifically under 
the Kentling of judgment'. First, the social af- 
fairs-to be allowed in connection with the name 
of the church; second, extreme care in uniting 
people in matrimony as lo their scriptural right,' 
being suited to each other in taste, temperament,' 
etc., marrying a. believer to a nonbeliever. 
Should a  pastor marry nonbelievers—unite two 
unholy persons into a holy state? The third we 
should like to mention is extreme care, with a 
long dark line under extreme care, in admitting 
people to membership, Perhap3 there is  nothing 
else (and we believe t;iere is nothing else) tha t 
so hurts a spiritual church,'and especially in the 
eyes of outsiders, as getting unworthy people Into 
membership. I t  is easy to get then) hi, bu t bow 
hard to get them out I And how often when
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PRACTICAL
P A S T O R A L  V IS IT IN G
rfly Habqlo C. Jdiinson 

AUL the aposltc emphasized prcaching as 
essential to •accomplishment in the work of 
God. "How then shall they call on' him in 

whom they have not believed? -and how shall, 
they believe in him of whom they . have not 
heard? and how- shall they hear without a 
preacher? and how shall they preach, except they 
he sent?" (Romans 10; 14, 15.) - But he spoke 
of pastoral visiting as well- In  his address to

■ the Ephesians he says: ‘‘Ye know from the first 
day that I came into Asia, after what manner I 
have been with you a t all seasons-^and how 
I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, 
but $iavc shcw cdyou, and have taught you pub-

. ,’ickly, and from house to house. ■ Testifying 
both to the. Jews, and also to, the Greeks, repcht- 

. ancq toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
. Jesus .Christ” (Acts 20;, 18-22). > •

Pastoral visiting is an art, if it is done right. 
And it requires some mental consideration.' Some 
preachers say (hat they are not adapted to this 
phase of the Lord’s work. Perhaps they are not

■ as well qualified, ahd do not find the joy in it 
'th a t others do, but often their failure along tbfe 
line is no t diie so much to some constitutional 
condition as it-is  to their neglect of some very' 
simple , precautions in rcferenrc tft, this- work.

A few suggestions concerning pastoral visiting 
arc offered as follows:

1. Pray before you. go, as you go, and while 
you arc making the call. I t ,fs just as neccssary ■ 
that God anoint you for this phase of, your work 
as for preaching or any other! He will, through 
prayer, put .upon you a spirit of tenderness and 
sympathy tha t will m ake 'your visit effective. ■■

2. H ave-special prayer in every home you 
visit unless providentially hindered. The ..people 
expect It and will not understand if you don’t.

3. Take advantage of every opportunity to  
speak a word for Christ. This is your business'. 
As a business man talks.business, and' a farmer 
talks agriculture and as a politician talks politics 
so should you talk saltation. Let nothing hinder 
you in th k  matter. .Be full of your subjcct.

:■ (24)

■I. Let common Knsc and divine leadership 
guide you as to I he proper time to visit certain 
homes.

S. Let every word and action be based on the 
highest plane of Courtesy and purity.

fi. Don’t attempt to settle domestic troubles. 
Such action will only incrciisc your own troubles.

*  j  *

7. ■ He neat and clean in your 'dress. A lack" 
o[ these qualities will cause the people to be 
ashamed-of you. -

8., Do not visit- merely for your own plcasurt. . 
It will often be your duty to visit homes that you 
may nut cspccially feel like visiting, that is, you 
should not visit just the families who attend 
your preaching, you should also visit those who 
do not attend. Such visits may not alw ays'be 
pleasant and you may not feel like going but go 
anyway. :

9. Don't make yourself'at home too much, in 
any home. Remember that, "Familiarity breeds 
cuntcmpt.” '

10. Do' not be over serious nor over humorous. 
If you arc ■ the latter the people will' not be 
likely to seek your advicc. ' They will not under- 
slamj you, nor be as likely to open (heir hearts 
to you and thereby present lo you the oppor
tunity to help them. To be the first'w ill pro
duce the same results,

11. He careful whom you take into your con
fidence.

12. Do not make your visits too lengthy.
U. Go to the homes where you can do the

most good. For instance, if death or sorrow of 
some sort has come to a home, a short-visit-and 
a word of sympathy will be appreciated. This 
refers to others outside your own' membership too.

14. Visit often the homes of the young con
verts. They need the strength you can give 
them.

15. Intensify this phase of .your work imme
diately after a revival. Much of the work can 
be sustained if the pastor will put forth a special 
effort -then. '

16. Use' your special workers, especially angers 
and musicians (hat might be assisting you in a
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meeting, to help you visit homes of the shut-, 
ins, ctc, ■ ■

17. D d ' not v is it! those homes that will be 
likely lo produce a blotch on your reputation 
and the cause of Christ, If a pastor is married, 
his wife should accompany him to certain homes. 
If the pastor is not married then let common 
sense and the advice of some Rood saint guide 
him. Remember it is better not to visit certain 
homes' than to take a chance on bringing a reflec
tion on yourself and the church you represent.

18, Much good can be done if you will spend 
homes than to take a chance on bringing a rcflec- 
pitals, jails, reformatories, poor houses, etc. 
Don’t be bashful in speaking for Christ qvery 
place you go. So go that you miRht spfiak and 
work for Him, '

FO RSOME HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS 
OUR PASTORS

By  M r . K in o , a Lay watt 
r H E first'essential for any person to be a 
■ successful pastor or cvangilist is to  have ti 

definite call from Dod to the work. The 
second is lo “tarry until” he has been endued 

■with power. Without these tivo epochs no. one 
should expect the Lord to bless his efforts. The 
third essential is a proper vision of a sin-cursed, 
lost, hell-bound world, God’s love for it, His 
completed plan for redeeming it, and man's part 
in carrying out Its redemption. The right kind 
of education is a great help but. God uses some 
very crude material successfully.

Then to be a successful pastor, .a person must 
have the proper vision or con'ccptiou of what bis' 
own spiritual condition should be. He must live' 

. a  better life, if possible, than he expects anyone' 
else to live—be an example for all to  follow. 
His standard of living for himself and his people 
must be the Bible standard. He must insist on

■ clean living from alt' his people. He must him- 
: .self live above-reproach, avoid every appearance

of evil. 'H e  must know the duties of a pastor 
•awl have a  deep sense of his responsibility to 
.them , and should consider doing h i s , duty a 
privilege. He should feel' he has an awful re-' 
tponsihility resting on him—the greatest in . the 

..whole , world, A holiness preacher must live a 
holy life himself and insist that the members of 
his church do the same, else the term holiness 
is a  misnomer. ‘

■ Then to be a  successful pastor.he must have 
energy; be willing to work and be always on the

■Job, He should remember he is1 a servant .of tbe 
Lord as well as-his people and ncvei put personal 
business or pleasure before the duties of his minis- - 
try. His job is big enough to need his services 
at home practically all the time. He must not be 
too Ifizy or indifferent to pray, and pray until 
he prays through ’practically, if not actually 
every day, and this especially in getting his mes
sages,' messages Gpd will honor and bless, and 
getting the anointing on himself for every mes
sage in its delivery. There is nothing quite so 
dry as the preaching of a holiness preacher with
out power, and be sure your congregation will 
know whether you- are praying over your mes
sages.- God honors prayer and answers It.

He should visit h b , people, have, their confi
dence, know their troubles, worries and burdens 
and help them- to bear them, feel they arc his 
very own, for why are they not when he is 
their shepherd and they arc his sheep?

It is through faith wc get all the things'from  
the Lord so a successful pastor must be a person 

. «f faith. He should have a faith that compcb 
God to honor His promises, a faith that holds on 
many times when it looks useless to hold on. In  
our own short experience we have seen where we 
have giveil up too soon.

Good- judgm ent is necessary to the best suc
cess o f anyone’s doing ^anything.' Therefore a 
pastor should study , diligently every part of .-his 
work and not do anything hastily or without 
thought, but study and pray over every dyty, 
problem, or whatever‘concems him in bis life and 
work and b e  careful to look after the things 
that appear to be‘ small or of little consequence. 
I t  Is the little foxes that spoil the vines. We 
want to mention three things specifically under 
the heading of judgm ent: Fifst, the social a f-  
fairs to he allowed in connection with the name 
of the church; ?ccond, extreme cans in Uniting 
people in matrimony as to their scriptural right, 
being suited to each other- in taste, temperament, 
etc., marrying a believer to a nonbeliever. 
Should a pastor marry nonbelievers—unite two 
unholy persons into a holy state? The third wc 
should like to mention is extreme care, With a 
long/dark line under extreme care, in admitting 
people to membership. Perhaps there is nothing 
else (and wc believe there is nothing else)' that 
&o hurts a spiritual church, and especially in the 
eyes of outsiders, as getting unworthy'people into  
membership. It-is  easy to  get them in, bu t how 
hard ' to get. them ou tl And how often when

(IS)
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it is done, thcti! is a scandal to live down arid 
no church can live down an indefinite number 

. of scandals,
Tact is another asset even to the called man 

of God—tael to meet people and net them in
terested in you and vvhat you arc doing. This 

v can perhaps best he done by taking an interest in 
other people and what they arc doing, and you 

. can do that though you .cannot sanction what 
iiil’y are doing. Be interested in showing what 
is wrong and finding a remedy. Many people do 
wrong ignorantly and will do right when they get 
light. When we show a real in terest'in  people 
they will respond in most eases arid tak e 'an  in-. 
tercst in us,, then wc can Iry, at least, to interest 
them in our-interest; and Tor the pastor that 
is tile salvation of souls. Don't be afraid to 
speak to people about their souls—they expect 
you to. Don’t do less than the world expects of 
you as a professed Christian minister. The writer 
spent hours and hours with a pastor for nearly 
a year, himself hungry for salvation an;l always 
open lo the presentation of the subject and 
would have welcomed it .with gladness, yet wc ■ 
never pot an opportunity whereby we were given 
boldness to speak. Vet th is, man preached an 
evangelistic sermon every Sunday night and really 
is a very good liibic student except on holiness. 
Tact can be tiscd in making people take an inter: 
cst 'in  services by changing the old, threadbare 
routine of order of service by giving something 

. unexpected occasionally—using a variety ‘ ot 
■■■themes-to preach from and avoiding'uninterest

ing scries of sermons and especially long ones. 
Very often they get. weak and uninteresting be
fore completed, or at least before they are left.

A .good way to kill the interest of a scrvice 
before it begins is to spend fifteen minutes, more 
or less, in making the announcements. They niay 
he im portant io .you ,-bu t your congregation did 
not come to hear them. The great majority 
knows all you are going to say before you begin. 
Make your announcements, lo be sure,, but with
out foolish’ or silly comment, and have it over 
with, a t least most of the time, then the depart
ure from this rule will be interesting.

The pastor, being head of the church, should 
take a lively interest in all the activities of the 
church and be able to direct and keep everyone' 
Interested and working, and do it unobtrusively,. 
Tbis can be done best and especially In our small 
churches, by giving each’ and every one some
thing definite to do and making him see that

what he.is doing fa necessary and important. AH' 
honest labor is honorable before 'God, so what
ever anyone may do, from leading in services lo 
scrubbing the church, is important and almost ■ 
everyone likes to have his efforts appreciated.

■ A realization’ of one’s responsibility is the great
est incentive to labor. Has God called you to 
work? Then your work carried the greatest pos
sible responsibility.. You are to deal in the most 
precious thing in all God’s creation—the destiny

' of precious, never dying souls. Don’t take your 
work easily. One of the saddest things wc tan 
think of is a pastor taking his calling and: job 

’ tightly, resting on his oars, asleep in Zion,' “Woe 
to them that an* at ease in Zion." And that 
means more than the preacher.. I t  means all of 
us. O : brothers, who have been called ta  be 
pastors, don’t go to sleep at yuur.postsl,- Are you 
discouraged hccau.-T of conditions in- 'your 
churches? It is so long, since you have had 

. souls saved under your ministry? Has trouble^ 
come in your membership? Rather have you 

,hcen called to be a pastor.? Is God dead? Arc 
His promises not yet good? Is prayer not-yet 
availing? Will not faith’ any, longer work? How 
long since you have callcd your church to a 
night of prayer? How’ long since you;have gone 
to the (rouble maker or the one in [rouble with 
the anointing of the Spirit on you? Have you 
prayed over the condition tiiat is hindering in 
your church? Have you fasted and prayed for 
three .days? Have you got desperate in the 
presence of the Lord, and labored as you would 
have labored in a' different way to save a drown-- 
ing man? "When Zion travails-she shall bring 
forth.” Wh^n a pastor does this in a martyr 
■spirit, and has' a real passion for souls, ansious 
if heed be to' die for-them, and continues on in 
this way and gets no results, hjs church fails, he" 
gets no souls and is worn opt physically, he may

■ have reason to give tip; but we believe God re
quires all this if» it be necessary. But if he does 
give up it is only to  go to some other field,. 
God has callcd him to the ministry.

Isn 't it a  fact that the reason there is So little 
deep spirituality, so much looseness and listless- 
riess, indifference and questionable conduct in the 
churches is because, at least partly, of the con
dition in the leaders? Have they done all they 
•can? They are our leaders and have the greatest 
responsibility and are therefore more accountable. 
Do wet any of us, ever let quantity look bigger 
than qtwlitv? Let Ms not. Let us be clean if



(here arc only two—the p;istor unit one member. 
Tlien at leapt the world will have to give respect
—a thin/; it doed not always now  give—to .ill 
holiness churches, and with pood reason, though 
ihrre may be at least some good in all. Oh, how 
this hurts our influence and opportunity!

The time is so short, the value of souls is so 
great, there aft! stt few cauly lor heaven, and so 
nijiny rushing on ignorantly anti blindly toward 
liell and God has only people .to work through 
herc;to Ret the means of salvation to the knowl
edge of the lost. I.et us all, pastors and laymen 
alike, wake (if? to our duty' 'and  privilege and 
live better, pray more and work harder, so when, 
we stand before the. Lord as the lost arc being 
judged and they have an opportunity; lo accuse us 

. of not having warned them of tlicir danger and 
having tried to get them lo accept Christ, i f . 
wc have faited, will it not make us hang 'ou r 
heads in shame before nu r’’blessed Christ? 'L et 
us warn, admonish,-exhort.with all patience and 
longsulfering,' and let tis also live true Christian; 
lii'cs, for n c  ;ire -ppfetlw read of all men,

God bless every God-called, .Spirit-baplir.cd, 
sacrificing, martyr-spirited pastor, is our humble 
prayer-to  Him who has called them and holds 
them responsible. It comes from the very I'cntcr 
of our heart.

, TH E PREACH

SOI&E T E A C H IN G S O F  JE S U S  A B O U T  
GOD

}ty.Jt»)N  F, Cowa.v, DID.'-

IT IS manifestly impossible to include in one 
sliort article nil that Jesus taught about God; 
but a few of the most precious truths may be 

presented.,
He taught the Fafiicr/mod o f Goil as none other 

had. The world held some such idea of gods as 
tin' Irish peasant tenants used to have of their 
absentee English landlords., Jesus brought a keen 
sense of the exquisite reality of God’s ever-present 
Fatherhood.. It was a rediscovered truth, lost in 
Kderi. Wc begin to find “Father” spelled with 
a capital "F," from Matthew 4, on. Men thought 

.'they must wait for heaven, orphans,- to enjoy 
God as a Father,

1. He showed the MrtlrMWf of our Father, 
Too often we. plead, “0  God, come down in our 
midst.’’ Jesus said, "1 know thou hearest- Me 
alw ays;?:and, “Thy Father who hearetli in se
cret," etc. He taught that >wc don’t need to 
put in a long-distance caff when we need our

'• ■ I ‘
Father. Wc won't have to say, as childtcn some
times do, "W ait till Father comes home a t ’ 
■jiight.”

He also taught how to’ get a sense of the 
nearness of o u r ‘Father through His creation— 
(lowers, birds, He showed Him as clolhing the 
lily and feeding the sparrows. Sometimes we are 
like a gardener who complained oj the loneliness 
»f -his work, until a friend pointed to a rosebud 
that had opened as* he' was working,; and was 
shedding; its fragrancc, - 

"Did you open and perfume that rose?" the 
frii'iid asked.'

"Me.? No,’’ was the amazed response.
' "Then your Fellow-Gardcner has been , here, 

so close to you that he must have brushed your 
-sleeve, unfolding those satiny petals and breath
ing the a ttar of roses into them.11 What a won- 
derfifl tru th !

Jesus taught that God is our Fellow-Teachcr, 
finishing the lessons wc cannot. If 'ever wc find ' 
ourselves weak and alone at a task, we have' 
not been sent by Him, or wc arc blind am i, 
“slow of heart to believe,” as those on the road 
to Krom&us, else we should have found Him on 
the job who is our Fellow-Worker,

2, Jesus taught that our Father is interested, 
ir> us. Wc feel that in the big events of our 
lives—birth, death, disaster, blessing—but not in 
lesser, things, though He sent His Son lo bid us 
pray, "Give us out daily bread," and that Son 
asked His disciples, “ Have you any bread?" 
And lie  took from the coats bread and fish, that 

. some One had prepared and Invited; “Come,' 
' break-your fast.”

He is interested in our clothing. “.How much 
more [than He arrays, the lily] shall He clothe 
you?" So lie  created the sheep, and cotton and 
silkworm to provide us clothing. '
. He is interested in our homes. II interested tn 

the sparrows nesting in the temple, then more in 
our lovcrnesls. All that takes placc in the home 

— weddings, births, funerals, sickness, debt, taies, 
baking, the whole gamut of our lives—the Son 
of His Father wa.i sent to show heaven’s in-

■ tercst in, even tq the games of the children, the 
herbs grown in the garden, the chickens in the 
coups,

1, He taught that the Father1 provides for us, 
If w« will put the things of. the kingdom .first, 
our Father will "add all these other, things"— 
food, clothfng, beauty, joy. As John says, “To
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as many as rcceivcd him, to them, gave he poivcr 
to bccojnc the sons of G od/' T--satv at a. great 

.World’s Fair what that means. America, Eng
land, Germany, (he nations I bat ^receive Him 

■most, had exhibitions of .their ships,' factories,
. schools, railroads, electrical uppiianccs, They 

lived, ate, dressed, traveled' like princes. Down 
in the amusement street were the Turkish bazar 

•'where were cigarettcs and dancing girls. China 
had her lea shop, and Africa her Dahomey vil
lage of almost naked blacks dancing to' the tom
tom. No nation that has not rcceivcd God has 
ever invented so much as a four-wheeled vehicle 

< or a steel plow. Their women,* yoked with 'beasts, 
plow with sharpened sticks.

Jesus taught the supremacy of atir Father’s, 
commands. They arc siy'mg now that you can't 
make people good by law. How about Nature’s 
law that inflicts pain for meddling with fire, or 
overloading the stomach with green apples? I t 
has made millions of children , “good" when 
around hot stoves, or match-boxes, or apple trees.
. How about the law. of gravity? I t  makes 
pretty good planets; Jieejfs them in their orbits ' 
for thousands of years, and so regular that we . 
set our watches by the sun, and calculate 
eclipses^hundreds. 0f years ahead. That same 
la\v h as’prevented people from using the seventh- 
story window as an exit, instead of the stairway 
or elevator. '

How about (he law of sowing and m iping? 
H asn’t it made millions of good, careful, sccd-test- 
ing farmers? They don’t sow Canada thistles 
and cxpcct • to reap prime A-A-hard wheat.

W hat did the law of Moses do for the Jews? 
It made them so "good" intellectually and so 
unconquerable in spirit th a t no persecuting no,-* 
tion has ever been able to crush them. No people 
have ever been as temperate, as frugal, as pa
tient, as irrepressible as 'the Jews, Under the'laws 
of Mqjes.

And the only hope we have of making the na
tions of the earth good enough to  abolish war is 
In the, taw. of Moses,-“T hou'shalt fovc thy neigh
bour as thyself,”

Jesus taught that it was our Father’s plan that 
law should rule until grace ivas.fulfilled in Him- 

' self. .

Lord, I  would fc;ir Thee, though I  feared not hell; ■ 
And love Thee, though I had no hopes of heaven)

— S anta  T eresa ,

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANCES 
AND SUGGESTIONS

THE CHURCH WORLD '
T rir  Dec e n i w  or rm: E m jtrn  M in is  ray. 

One .w rite; has selected this title to describe con
ditions cjristins'amonp the ministers of this east
ern' section of the country, and more especially 
of New England and New York. This last 
wceit T asked one of the most prominent m inis
ters of New York concerning m oral' condiiipru of 
the ministry of this great city. H is' response 
was something lilvc this: "M any of the leading 

''preachers of all denominations of the city use 
tobacco, .smote cigars and cigarettes,. Many of 
them also’ will not refuse a drink with their par
ishioners.". For years this man was the assistant 
■pastor of the famous Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
church", made memorable by the pastorate of 
Jowctt. He also said that the man who fol
lowed Jowett as pastor of this church drank 
when invited t o , do so by his members. He 
affirmed (hat it was a common remark that a t a 
gener;d conferencl1 of one of the denominations 
especially strong in this section enough tobacco 
would be smoked, to support a missionary for an 
entire year. 1 This marks the degeneracy of the 
ministry of this feection of the country. • The 
doctor himself remarked that he thought drink
ing and smoking were not . moral Issues!

A graduate of Princeton Seminary, also a min
ister in the city, sa id .tha t among the German 
ministers of the Dutch Reformed, and Lutheran 
churches, drinking of light wines and beer was in
dulged in to excess. Vet we are wondering why 
the country is deluged With women ^smokers, and 

; prohibition has become such on issue. “Like 
priests,” the old saying runs, "like people!”

■ T h e  M e n a c e  o f  M o d e r n i s m  is especially strong 
in this portion of the country. The leading 
ministers, all around us here in the city, do not 
accept the Bible as the Word of God nor do' they 
believe In the deity of Christ. '- Openly they affirm 
that : the fundamentals of the Church are now 
invalid. They set up human reason as the stand
ard of truth. One minister of a neighboring church 
stated recently in a sermon, “There is no . use 
in praying," Prayer will not get anything which 
you cannot bring to pass yourself." Think of, 
that from a man ordained to the ministry,



i

THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE 317

avowing lie would uphold the doctrines of the. 
' church—and hU denomination was founded upon

■ the doctrine1 of Christian Perfection. Such men 
. and their like are the products'. of Union Semi

nary here in the city, which openly negates every 
essential dogma o f Christendom.'

T h e  M o w l  B b e a k p o w n  among the members 
of the churchps is likewise appalling. T hree. 
Sunday school teachers from a neighboring 
church attend my morning and evening, services, 
and (hey afTrrm that their scholars not only dance 
in the church, and under its ausplcesi but at 
every church function cards are played as tlie 
Central type of amusement. The Ladies' Aid So
cieties function! as card parties, and bridftc 
games.. Openly the members of the. same church 
will attend the movies .on Sunday, go to Sunday 
amusements such as th e ‘da/tce halls, the beaches, 
theaters and ball games. Smoke is so- strong on 
Sunday morning, due to the men’s smokers in 
the basement' on Saturday night, that one can 
barely stay for the services.

. F qsdjck is  R eported to have bewailed the 
lack of'interest of the people, and especially ol 
th e  church m em bers, in the work of the church, 
saying that the crowds were falling toff, and en
thusiasm for the work of the kingdom was wan
ing, But as- Dr. Palmer remarked, "W hat else

■ could 'one expect when he has undermined the 
faith of the people in the Bible, and those firrat 
truths upon which the Church has been founded." 
Modernism in  the pulpit will react in a lack of 
intrrcst in the pew. Fosdlck, as a speaker and 
thinker, is one of the great pulpiteers of the cen
tury, His personality is attractive, but his doc
trines are such as S hriw I the. enthusiasm of the 

. people for the things of the kingdom / . A positive 
faith, such as that ol Spurgeon’s, will draw mas
sive congregations and will cause them to want to 
live righteously. But when one preaches doubts, 
instead of beliefs, the result will he felt among the 
people in a lack of faith and in a moral break
down.

heard. Today among these there are no ou t
standing preachers, - and many of the congrega
tions. have dwindled away.”  Dr. Jow ctt, whose 
story Dr. A. M. Hills has just told us in this 
magarine, without doubt was New York' City's 
last great preacher.. While Cadman draws large 
congregations through His radio preaching, and 
Fosdick bccausfc of his ability; as a speaker, still 
they fail to reach the power of Jowctt. T^eir 
doubts are loo much in evidence, while. Jow ctt 
must be remembered as a minister with positive 
convictions, a  tremendous power in the pulpit, and 
a writer whose beauty has been unequalcd since 
the days of George Matheson. Jow ctt was a 
perfect speaker, liia voice was not strong, though 
it was extremely .well modulated. He was a 
reader of outstanding- dramatic ability. Every 
gesture was pcrfect. He never made a mistake, 
never fumbled for a word, and always preached 
from a manuscript on the pulpit.

A M in is tk h  W h o  S pa n s  F o iity  Y ears in aetivc. 
service jhcre, in New Y o rk  City said to me re
cently, “There is a decided lack of great preach
ing in the city as compared with thirty and 
forty years ago. Thirty years ago I can remem
ber forty  great churches with massive congrega
tions, where the world’s best preachers were 

' (29)

METHODS OF SERMON PREPARATION
J owett's Mr.Tiion of preparing his. sermons 

was unusual, and one which,’ if rightly, followed, 
will rcpay any minister. - He arose at five o’clock 
every morning, without fail, ate his breakfast, and . 
took a  walk in the park, and at six o'clock he 
was In his study and remained there until one 
in the afternoon. This time was almost sacred 
to him. Even telephone calls were despised; dur
ing these hours. He did not allow his telephone 
numU« to be put In the ditcclory, and he had a 
private line. Even his assistant pastor, Dr. 
Palmer, referred to above, would barely dare to 
call him during this tlrrto for any caflsc. During 
these hours he read extensively, giving much a t
tention to literature, -When thoughts would come, 
lo  him, wherever he was, he would write them 
down, jot down themes, odd texts, etc. Then 
when lie lyas in the study these suggestions would 
be sorted over, .arranged and briefly rewritten. 
This copy hfs stenographer would type, and then 
the typed copy would he, critically worked over 
again, changed, altered, and then rewritten. 
Then the stenographer would type the sermon 
again, and it was always placed on the desk 
of Jow ett by Saturday noon, After jow ett had 
preached the sermon, none was ever published un
til he had rewritten it at least once more. He 
was most painstaking in his writing ot every scr* 
mon, and without this preparation he was entirely 
lost in  the pulpit. .



F red i;h ic k  R o b e r t s o n , remembered a s  the out
standing preacher of last century,' though he died 
when thirty-seven years of ape, exerted a tre
mendous influence upon coming generations^ of 
preachers. He first made copious no tes '(o r his 
sermons. Then .from these notes he would make 
a rough plan o[ the sermon.' Then tills was; all 
rewritten once more, quite extensively, and -oft- 
times as many as three times. From this written 
sermon, a syllabus, or skeleton was prepared 
which was taken into the pulpit. Usually jitter 
lie had preached the sermon he would go home 
and rewrite it la he sent lo his mother, or he 
would flictale it- to some member of his family 
for writing. ' • •
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Spurgeon’, on the other hand, went to an
other extreme, He would read everything which 
camc to hand, or appealed- to his fancy, during 
(he Week. Ofttimes on Saturday he woulcl invite 
friends to his home for the evening meal. Then 
about seven o ’clock on Saturday nipht he would 
excuse himself, saying, "I must ro  Ret some food 
for the sheep.” Sometimes-in an hour or so of 
intense preparation the morning message would 
be prepared. The Sunday evening sermon was 
many times prepared on Sunday, afternoon. He . 
Said that lie believed in preparing the preacher, 
himself, and not the sermon. He; was a most 
rapid worker, and his thouRhts came with, the 
force and vividness of lightning..' Spurgeon. was 
the author of some sixty-five volumes of ser
mons, the sale of which Jins run into the millions 
of copies, A 'stenographer would take his1 ser
mons down as lie preached them. On .Monday 
morning the printer would prepare galley proofs 
of them, and Spurgeon would work over these 
for hours, correcting, altering, 'polishing them. It 
Is1 this finish which makes the sermons of' Spur
geon so gripping even today. ‘

BkecHEK wrote the introduction and early pnr- • 
tions of his sermons in full, but the final results 
consisted of a few brief notes, outlined as single 
sentences, which he took into the pulpit. During ' 
the week he would carry in his mind a number 
of topics, and wherever he was- he would think' 
these over—at home, or. in the street car, or 
while visiting. Rarely did lie know what he 
would use until Siyjday morning. Then afler ■ 
breakfast he Would go into the study, and as 

•he describes it, “I go into my study, as a man 
goes into his orchard; I  feel among these themes

as lie feels among the apples to. find the ripest 
and the best; the theme which seems most ripe 
I pluck; then Isc lcc t my text,■ analyze my sub
ject, prepare my sermon, and go into -the pulpit 
and preach iL.while it is fresh." ' Often while the

i choir Wits sinking the fin.il .mthcni he would-be 
‘.seen writing on the notes, making changes in his 
plan. The success of Ms method consisted in the 
fact tliat for weeks at a time-he would mediltilc 
on the sermon, the Lhemc, and would preach it 
only when it sernied "ripe ■ or full-grown." IJut 
few without this amazing mental power' of a 
Ueec-her can do this. ■ . .

f’tm.i ifs iiKooKS wrnte one-sermon every week, 
and he gave the best part of every morning to ' 
this task, On Monday he would generally be 
sure of his text. On Tuesday and Wednesday 
morning-he broucht together all the material he. 
could find on the subject, and wrote out the 
notes. Then on Wednesday, on sheets of paper 
7 by 9 inches, folded once, he would write out 
his outline fully; When finished there were 
about 1,000 words in-every outline. T he 'para- . 
graphs, in this outline were studied with great 
rare, By the side of end) paragraph he would 
place a number, which, indicated the number 
of pages the paragraph would occupy in the 
expanded manuscript form. He then wrote out 
the sermon in th irty . pUgcs, and invariably the 
iiunibcr nf pages remained thirty.
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. Wiiicif M eTiitin is Best?. Minds' and per
sonalities differ very widely and no set rule can 
■he laid down for the type of sermon preparation 
each one shall follow. It is well to discover for 
one's self the method which best suits his own 
abilities. But it is safe-to iay down the follow
ing rules: (1) Read extensively. All the great 
preachers 'h av e ' filled the mind with the best 
•thought of the world. Jowett spent two years 
studying the metaphors and similes of Whittier 
alone. One cannot take out of the mind messages 
of power unless first be has filled it with the best 
thought of the ages. This is the human side of 
the preparation and does not deal with the prep
aration from the spiritual angle. (2) Then it 
is well (o write something—if one cannot drive 
himself to writ£ out the entire sermon, he should 
at least write out the Introduction, and the out
line or skeleton quite fully. Attention should be 
paid to the conclusion also. For th^ introduc
tion and the conclusion of each sermon either
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