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I;;, PREACHING Td" OUR AGE
’ - ’> •.♦By.t h e -Editor

y H , FORSYTH in “Positive Preaching and the Modern M ind,” says: 
| “W e must all preach to  our age, but woe to, us if it is o.ur age we 
prekcj}, and, only hold up the mirror to  the time.'' And I think  

this distinction is fundamental. The temptation to preach one’s own age is 
ever present and - sometimes it is  quite forceful. Then there is also a 
tem ptation at times at least to  preach . some other currept age to our own 
age. ju st as w ith-som e any thing that is past is bad or at least of small 
value, so with others whatever is past is holy. There is  evidence that for 
a number of generations just behind us older people have been saying ever, 
“ It was not so in my day,” . And it is true th a t.it was not so in their day, 
but the generation that was .passing when they were in their prime con­
demned the new generation then just as we condemn it now,.

But we must not preach age at all. W e m ust p reach . the gospel of 
Jesus Christ which is independent of age. T h e fashions and styles of 
men (and women also) are1 eyer changing.. But sin and m an’s great 
needs remain the sfbne, and salvation is timeless as to lim itation and 
adaptation. And Jesus Christ H im self is the same “yesterday and today  
and forever;”

In preaching or prophecy there is always the danger that the preacher 
will work himself into the conclusion that the gospel is not adapted to 
this age— or, which, is the same, thing, that this age has put itself beyond 
the reach of the gospel. ‘Then there is the opposite danger which tem pts 
the preacher to settle down into the conclusion that civilization and invention  
are regeneration and that the world is redeemed because it is wiser and  
makes better adaptations. And whether a preacher commends his age or 
condemns it, lie cannot help his age much if he sim ply preaches the age. 
H e must preach to his age, but he must not preach age or era either pro 
or con. ; .

On many hands wfi hear it that there is an increasing demand for 
expository preaching; and that intelligent people show more lasting interest,



226 THIS P R E A C H IC R ’S M A G A Z IN E

in th e ’“-Bible preacher” ’than in the-spectacular orator who gets his material out 
o f .the newspapers and .current 'magazines. And where this is the case it is a 
testim ony to -the, wonderful adaptation of-'the Bible Vo each succeeding- age and 
generation. In- f act  Bible, readers have to remind themselves ever and anon 
that the Hi We is 7m “old Book.” Otherwise'’they', are likely to conclude that it is of 
recent origin and that what it -says has special application to what is going on 
today. And every age from Paul to now have felt the same way about it, Let 
us preach to  our age by all means. But let us preach the gospel of every age 
to our age. ■ ,

EDITORIAL NOTES
A brother who has preached thirty years in I.atin America was telling me 

how the, people describe [he different lypes of preachers. He said that when a 
preacher appeared who spoke slowly and uncertainly and in lack of warmth, the 
people were in the habit of saying, “ K s u n a  mosca muerta— " he is a dead fly. 
Bretty hard ort dry preachlrs, d o n ’t you think so?

It is necessary that the effective preacher shall be in reality the.voice of the 
Church, and he must think of himself as such. W e'have heard much of late, about 

- a preacher’s freedom, as though 1 his were, of greater importance than the people’s 
lives and service. T o the Church tlie preacher is a voice speaking'1,forth. T o (he. 
world the preacher is a missionary. And the preacher who represents nothing 
more than h is own poor thinking and personal freedom is but half a preacher at 
best. He must speak for the Church to the world.

1 '.*]. . .  «: ------- -------------- -
W e were observing a Sunday school in Trinidad. . A veteran'm issionary said 

to me aside: "“The trouble with our people here is that they do no't train them­
selves in m atters-of self-control. Their habit is to take (he easy way. If they 
want a drink of water th ey ; simply go and get it. T h ey .have not learned the ad­
vantage o f self-restraint and self-discipline. They let mere desire become their 
guide and they have deteriorated under such a system .” And then I ’ could not 
help thinking of those “ modernistic” AmericansW ho would have us think that they  
reach their highest pleasure and .development by simply following their-bent. They  
would call us childish and dumb for practicing temperance and observing prohibi­
tions. They would make a m o tto ,out of "back to nature” and make us excellent 
by substituting license for liberty. But as o n e  who is spending some months ob­
serving and appraising the unrestrained form of life I am. fully convinced that the 
best life, whether vegetable, animal or spiritual is found only , in the “straight and 
narrow w ay” of self-restraint and self-deijial. The broad way is always the way 
of death and destruction. ' . >

t ' u b l l a h e d  m o n t h l y  b y  t h e  N a i n r e n e  [’u b l l t h l r m  l l i i u i i ,  2 9 2 3  T r o o i t ,  A v e , ,  K n i i m  C i t y ,  M o.,  
M in l i i t n ln e d  b y  n n d  In  L h e ' i n t e r e s t  o f  th<i C l m r c h  o f  t h e  N n t n t e n e . .  S t i l i t c r l p t l o t t  p r l c o  J I . U O  n 
y e a r . ' E n t e r e d a »  s e c o n d  c l n a t  t i n n i e r  n t  t i i e  I ’o n t p l f i c o  u l  l C u n m n  C i t y ,  M u .  A i x t m l a t l c e  f o r  m a l l -  
l :iH a t  s p e c i a l  r n t o  o f  p m m e  p r o v i i l e d  f t i r  111 S b u t l n n  I t O i ,  A c t  o f  O c l n l j e r  3 t 1 9 1 7 ,  n u t h o r i z u !  
December 30. ,
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UllllTia ■

DEVOTIONAL
V THE REASON OF EXCUSES

'liy  A. M. H il l s  

,1 ml they all ivith one r tm snit bi'gim to make 
■'rxcuse (Luke 14:18). ■

SALVATION is represented as a fen.sl, a 
time of jov, and 'social fellowship. I t  means 
that salvation is a happy, joyous ex|>erieocc 

and not <v lonely, gloomy affair.- 
T he' first’-, invited pucsU all began- to m ake .' 

('scusc: (1) I have bought a field, (2> 1 ■ 
have bought five yoke of oven am! I go to  prove 
them. (,Vj ■ 1 have married a wile. . They were 
all foolish excuses, and not the real reason. So ■ 
when people stay  aw ay 'from  .the  - feast- of-.salva­
tion, they m ay fill their m ouths..w ith  excuses. 
P robab ly : mine of ^hem  are the  real reason.

I .  L e t  U s N o t ic e  S o m e  o r  t h e  O u r r e s t  "R e a ­
s o n s  W h y  M a n y  Auk N o t  S avf.tj .

1, The m ost common reason is the love of 
some sin. M ultitudes arc conscious qf their b u r­
den of guilt. They are 111 at ease. They have no 
rest, a n d  no peace'. They’ cannot remember their 
past, o r reflect on their present, or look forward 
to their futurfe tvith any com fort; -

They would fain have deliverance from, their 
record and from, themselves. Hut Whenever they 
think of it, one fact forever stares them  in the 
face—they m ust give up their sins. ’ ‘'Let the 
wicked forsake his-way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him  return  unto, the Lord, 
and he will haVc mercy upon him ; and (0 our 
‘God, for lie will abundantly  pardon" (Isaiah 
55:7), “ R ep en t,'an d  tu r n  yourselves from  your 
idols; and tu rn  aw ay your fares from all your 
abom inations’- (Ezell. 14:<j).

M oody, preached oncc on the “Prodigal Son,” 
After the service a man r-aid to the worker, “ He • 
described my. case exactly. I am th a t prodigal 
son." ‘.‘Would you like to come to -y o u r ' Father's 
house? '’ the worker asked. “ I would,” 'h e  re­
plied, "W ill y o u ? ” tvas the fu rther question; . 
Rut the m an answered, "N o, t  will not. I am  
c a u ^ t  in the meshes of n disgusting sin ." And 
so . when b ro u g h t■ face to face with a loving 
Savior and the feast of pardoning love, he turned

- (3)

aw ay for a disgusting ' sin. Many will turn 
down "salvation because of some halift in their 
live*.

2. The hive of 'pleasure is keeping m ultitudes 
from. fiod. How m any feel their need of Christ, 
and are moved .by the Holy Spirit to ' seek 
Him. They re t the worth of religion. Hut the 
Spirit reveals to them that if they  become the 
Lord's they must ' Abandon 'th e ir - sinful pleas­
ures, icards, or dancing; or theafers, hr gambling 
—and they flatly refuse lo do it. 11
- A young woman asked Dr. John  Hall of Fifth 

Avenue Presbyterian church, New York,. “ If I  
become a Christian m ust I give up my dancing?’’ 
“ Yes,-if Jesus asks you to, you must do it,"  was 
his answer. A nd she replied, "T hen, .if 1 m ust 
rhrose between Jesus Christ and dancing, .'I will 
hold on to my dancing and let Jesus Christ go." 
W hat an awful choi.:e! M ultitudes arc acting in 
the sam e.w ay.

.1. Unholy, am bitions arc keeping-m any from 
C hri'L  They wish tonie kind of a career, and 
they think that religion would be an impedi­
m ent and a hindrance.

In a revival meeting a t Fort W ayne, Indiana, 
many were praying fo r 'a young lawyer. One 
night he sfood up in meeting and said, .“ I wilt 
set tie it -tonight,”  '.But his political am bitions 
led him to say, .“No.” He became Secretary 
Hugh McCullough in Lincoln’s cabinet, bu t God 
never called him again.

4, The undue love of money is keeping many 
from C hrk t. "They th a t wjll .be rich fall into 
tem ptation arid a snare, and into m any foolish 
and hurtfu l lusts” ( I  Tim . 6 :9 ).- I t  was the 
undue love okriches that kepi the rich young man 
from following Jesus; and it was the love of a 
few pieces of silver th a t caused . Judas -Iscario t 
to betray the Savior, ,

5'. .Fear o f man  is keeping m any from Christ. 
•People are afraid to stand in .meeting to indicate ■ 
th a t they are serious. T hey arc' afraid to  stay  to 
an  afte r meeting for fear their friends will see 
thejii. They are afraid to confess Christ for 
fear shopmutes or companions w ill . laugh at
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them. H usbands a te . afraid of their wives, and 
wives of their husbands. I would ra th e r be 
laughed a t lor coming to Christ by a lew' peo­
ple here for a Ji I tic while, than- to be laughed at 
by devils for a million ages in hell for not com ­
ing to Him,

6. An unwillingness to forgive is shutting  a n ­
o ther m ultitude from  God and salvation. Some­
one has done us a real o r fancied wrong. Wc 
cherish a b itte r ill. will tow ard him . We in-

' stinctivcly know  th a t wc cannot get forgiveness 
from God while ,we have th a t-s ta le  of heart. 
H ow  can H e forgive us ten thousand talents, if 
wc will not forgive our fdloiv-.scrvants a . hun­
dred pencc. A t Sunset Camp there was a woman

■ who sought a t th e -a lta r  nine days before she 
could forgive the woman th a t had stolen her 
husband. A woman was in the inquiry room at 
Cleveland two hours; and was m aking the ex­
cuse, "I can’t forgive.” Someone asked her, . 
“Arc you willing fot1 God to  take the ill will out 
of yo u ?” She said she w as. They started  to 
pray, and her knees had hardly touched the floor 
before she w a s ’blessed. W h a t an awful thing 
to go to hell just for the/sake  of hating some­
body!

7. A stubborn  self-will th a t docs not want lo 
bow- to ' God. There was a  fourteen-year-old 
girl in G rand Rapids in . my meeting. ' I cilvcted 
her for .Gtid, bu t she refused to  yield. I fisked 
her Sabbath  school and d ay , school teachers- 
w hy? The Unswcr was, "B ecause'her m other has 
never taught her lo bow her will to any au tho r­
ity , She was never subdued.” T hat is training 
a ch ild ’ for hell.

8 . 'P ride  is keeping another great class away 
from Gttd. Pride of m orality, o r . imaginary 
goodness. You will remember the story of the 
prayers of the Pharisee and the publican. Tile 
Pharisee ,' p roud of. his Imaginary goodness 
Ih anka l God ih.it he was no t Jikc the publican, 
b u t rece ived 'no  blessing. But the publican, in 
his hum ility, was blessed of God. M any people . 
are too proud to c o n fe r  some sin, o r too proud 
to 'jo in  the rankn of common people a t the altar.

A wom.w nuked M r. AJcVciJ, “M ust ] seek 
salvation just like my coachmAn Jo h n ? "  He re­
plied, "Yes, madam, If you ever yet saved at 
all, It must be Just as your coachman Jo h n .” 
"1 won't .have St ihen," she answered hastily.' 
There is no special, box entrance in to  heaven  Jbr 
the aristocrat,' There are many people loo proud

lo go to the Inquiry room, or the a lta r with 
common sinners. •

•II. T he O ffered 1’hetf.niikd Excuses A be I n -
VENTED

Will they excuse you? Will they be accepted 
a t God’s bar ? Are the. real reasons worthy of 
yo«?  U’ill it \m y you to  h o ld ,to  your sins, and 
your e\’il pleasures and your ungodly ambitions, 
and your love of money, and your fear of m an, 
an d 'y o u r unwillingness to forgive, and your stub­
bornness, and yuur pride, and re je c t, Christ? 
Will th e y  a m ply  rew ard you for the loss of an 
infinite and eternal salvation? i
; If not, thoh throw  them all aw ay,'1 and seek . 

.sa lv a tio n , notvl Have these excuses the slightest 
value? Will they avail anything a t tlie bar 
of G od? He 'f'hes. in advnncc His divine esti­
mate of their absolute worthlessness. “Thou art 

, inexcusable, 0  man, whosoever thou a r t” (Rom .
2 : 1 ) .  w f i y ?  1 - '

I". From  the nature of sin. God is so holy and 
so tnfmileiy .good tftaf it is> inexcusably wicked 
to sin against H im ! Yet with infinite patience 
and forbearance He has provided a t great expense 
to  Himself a feast of free and utterm ost salva­
tion from all o u r sins. He even begs us to  accept 
His mercy anti let Him blot o u r sins out of the 
book of H is remembrance rorever.

II I .  Co.Y5H)ER THE WtCKCaNF-SS ANll THE MAD­
NESS o f  S u ch  a P ra y e r
“ I p ra y  Thee have me excused." A worse 

desire never canic ini.o a h u n ian .h ea rtl A more 
dreadful prayer was never p rayed! Excuse me 
from w h at?  “O Lord, excuse me from thp p a r­
don of sin. Let my guilt be ever upon me 
and all my sins dog .me like so m any sleuth- 
hounds to my coming doom. Let them  track me 
and. chase me like tireless fiends, and drag me 
unforgivcn to the bar of God and .to rm ent me 
forever. Let me k tiow .no  pity, reconciliation or 
mcrcy while ages roll 1

“ 0  Lord, let me never tee the smile of thy 
reconciled face. Let the lightnings o}' thy w rath  
sm ite me and the tiarkness and the tempcsis o f 
thy frowns be upon me. I.et the firfa of thy

■ holy indignation aiid thy burning an g er kindle 
upon me, and consume me world w ithout end!

" 0  God; excuse me from the sanctifying work 
of the Holy Spirit. Let me hold on to  this 
black, deadly, damning depravity th a t is enmity 
against God and w ill’ no t let me serve . H im  ' 
In peace.. Let me grieve the Holy Spirit until
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He leaves me to my doom without. God anil 
w ithout hope forevcrl 

“(5 God, cicuse me from heaven. Let me wan­
d e r 'in  eternal night and the smoke of my to r- 
ihent ascend forever and  cyert” ' .

T h a t is w hat this prayer means th a t is so 
wicked and so insulting 1<J God. Depend upon it, 
O /soul, if you keep on praying this prayer God 
will give you up and answer you to your own 
dam nation I ,

EXPOSITIONAL
THE PROPHET AMOS— THE PREACHER 

OF JUDGMENT
: B y  O u v e  M . W in c h e s t e r

The Fourth Sermon—*-A C*II to Seek 
the Lord 

(C hapter 5)
Seek yc me, and ye'shall live ( 3 :4b)

BEFO R E giving th e .c a ll 'to  seek the prophet- 
prefaces his message with a  dirge refrain, 
a  wail over the condition of Israel, .a lam ent­

ation as one would u tte r over a departed friend. 
Personifying the nation ; as a virgin and using 
the peculiar m eter th a t was custom ary for such 
outbursts of^grief, he exclaims:

“Fallen, no .more, shall she rise,
'Virgin of Israeli •

Flims down on her own ground,
N o one to  raise her!"

So vivid is the coming doom th a t although it is. 
fiiJ! in the future, he  pictures it as having come 
to pass. He sees the virgin of Israel fallen upon 
the ground, wounded so grievously th a t she can­
not rise herself, and m oreover there is no one 
to help her. Then passing from the figure of 
the virgin we have the coming calam ity described 
under analhpr .form; a. city of considerable size 
th a t could furnish a  thousand m en , for hattlc  
shall’ have only a hundred left, and the smaller 
town th a t could give a hundred men will have 
only ten remaining.

W ith the thought of this catastrophe; hovering 
over Israeli Amos’ heart is stirred, and turning 
froip the delineation of doom  th a t has hitherto 
been such a dom inant note in his sermons, we 
have a call to  repcntancc, “ There break forth," 

..says.Sm ith ,."the only two promises Which lighten 
the lowering darkness of the book," and  Eisclen 
observes* “He would have been unfit to act as a .

messenger of Jehovah had no t the contem plation 
of, this fate m oved him to compassion and 
aroused a. longing th a t the terrible calamity might 
be averted. Jn the anxiety of his heart he bursts 
forth  in a new exhortation, hoping th a t per-' 
chancc, he m ay yet succeed in bringing a t least 
some to  repentance, and thus aycrt the doom-” 

Thus moved upon the p rophet exhorts, “Seek 
ye me, and ye shall live,” th a t is, the. word of ad ­
m onition comes th a t if they will seek Jehovah 
not in the; ritualistic service alone but in a spirit 
of obedience and love,, then the pending calamity 
will be av erted .. They were to  .refrain from  
seeking their idol sanctuaries where their chief 
objective was to  participate, in the festivals; not 
to worship Jehovah. These sanctuaries w ith the 
people shall fall captive a t  th e  hands o,I the- 
enemy. Again the prophet repeats the exhorta­
tion to  seek Jehovah, and appends.the  warning 
if they fail to do so mercy m ay tu rn  to  w rath 
and indignation and break ou t like fire upon 
them, consuming them , fo r there will be no one 
who can quench the fire of God's w rath.

' '  "O just Judge, to  w hom  belongs , 
Venficnitce fo r  all earthly wrongs, . 
Gritnl .forgiveness, Lord, at least,

' Ere the dread account be past."

To whom is such an  exhortation addressed?. To 
those who have m ade the adm inistration of 
justice to  he filled with bitterness to  the  down­
trodden and have trodden under their feet prin­
ciples of equity and justice.

W ith the adm onition to  seek the  Lord comcs 
another passage like the one in the preceding 
chapter which describes to  us some of th e  a t ­
tributes of deity. In  the symbolical w orsh ip 'o f 
the  ealves « t D an and Bethel which h ad  now 
hccome degraded in to  'th e  grossest idolatry, the 
idea of God in His essence and attribu tes had be­



come confused in men's rnitttls. “Israel had prob--. 
ab ly ,’! says Pusey, “so mixed up the thought o f  
Go^l w ith N ature, th a t they had Inst sip lit of 
Godi as distinct from  the creation. And so Amos 
afte r appealing Id  their conscienccs; sets forth 
God [o them  as (he Crc:Uor, Disposer of a.11 
tilings, and the Ju s t God, who - redrcssotli mart's 
violence anti injustice.” We arc told first of 
the  m ight and pow er of Deity in t in t  the con­
stellations of the heavens arc. the! work nf- His 
hands, tiien we learn of. H is compassion and 
love, for from the greatest extremities of life, the. 
very 'shadow of d ea th ' He can deliver and 
tu rn  darkness into night. On the o ther hand,, 
however, (he b right prospects of th e  day may be 
turned, into the darkness o f night when God 
W ithdraws H is light because of the presence of 
sin and iniquity. Furtherm ore judgment may lie 
meted out as in' the days o f  Noah waters were 
poured out upon the earth . T he One now 
speaking to them  jihti entreating - them  is Je ­
hovah, the God who revealed himself vmto Moses, 
the self-existent One. He it Ls who hath power 

, to bring destruction down even upon those who 
are strong and overthrow  the mighty fortress, .

"Lord  o f all'liking I throned afar,
T h y  glory flam es from  suit and star;

. "  Center and■ so u l o f every  sphere,
Y e t  to  each loving heart how  near!

"O ur midnight is'. T h y  smile w ithdraw)!;
Our noontide is T h y  gracious daw n;
Our rainbow arch T h y  mercy's sign; >

: All, save the. clouds o j sin, arc Th ine!”
- —Oi.iviiR ilol.Mi::;.

From  the thought of the call extended to  Israei, 
from the thought of - th e ' pow er and compassion 
of Jehovah, the prophet reverts . again ' to  the 
transgressions of the people. T h ey  abhor the 
judge w h o 'in  the exercise of his duties reproves 
wrong and injustice and they abhor anyone who 
seeks Id '.s tan d  for the  right. They trea t the 
poor with excessive cruelty, and over and above 
the tax  which ivas custom arily paid to  the nobles 
they dem anded presents from  the poor peasants 
which, if withheld, w outd incite the nobles to 
anger and the confiscation of all their grain. 
W ith all this income they built for themselves 
houses o f  hcM'n stone and  p lanted pleasant vine­
yards. Nevertheless doqm w as aw aiting; they 
would not be allowed to  drink o f those vine­
yards. The reason was th a l their transgressions 
had become m any and their sins had been m ulti­
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plied, sins which consisted, in the very iniquities 
-m entioned,'afflicting the righteous m an ,"tak ing  
bribes iind'dMrvertjnjT justice so that the needy 

;rould  a tta in  h i s . right. ltecause there is such 
evil in 'th e  land the" man who. is prudent from the 
worldly standpoint-,- the man who is worldly wise

■ will be sili'-nl, lie 'w ill riot 'arise in' reproof; he 
will s c r t  lo conserve h is: own' interest by not 
littering lifc voice against the evils...- Here we may 

, have a1 tacit contrast ■ draw n between the  , nirn 
of the il.ay who- looked w ith complacence upon 
such, evils and the prophet Amos who under 
the  hand of God. was pouring out his message' of 
condemnation. . ' . *

W ith th is 'invertivc  against, the sins of_ilie.'day 
the p ro jec t once more extends-'the call to re­
pentance. . They are to .seek good and nrtt evil. 
Then shall tl)ey live, .and moreover in .deed and 

-in • tru th ; Jehovah will be with them,' They 
have claimed continually- th a t Jehovah was will) 
them, a-jvain claim, b u t if they would hate  the 
evil and"set their heart's affection upon the good, 
there js's'tiJ! hope that ■ Jehovah may be merciful 
So them, 'Yeic they must also seek to follow' 
principles of justice. This ■ was !lie .last call , for 
Israel given ' by the prophet A m os.. When’ the 
note (if hope apjiears again it is projected into 
the fttljfre. Henceforth the sentence of doom is 

. unm itigated .. ■ ■

. Feeling -with .his heart th a t the people, had 
p.issed b ey ond-the  reach of mercy, t h e ‘prophet 
continue* as if the call to  repentance were rc j 
ji'c td i and depicts the conditions that shall p re ­
vail willin' judgm ent shall he niete.d out to Israel, 
Heoaiise of- their sinfulness and impenitence they 
will cry out in despair and lam entation in all 
places where the people are wont to gather t o - ' 
gethcr,. He who is working in the fields will be 
called to jo in , in bewailing the  general calam ity, 
and those w ho, arc professional mourners will 
be bidden to come also; even out in the vineyards 
there Shall he outbursts of grief.

Following this call of the' popuJacc to  m ourn, 
th e  prophet, couching the sentence of doom in a 
woe,-directs the prediction against a popular con-. 
ceptJon. ."A ll popular hopes,” said Sm ith, "expect 
their-v icto ry  to  come in a single sharp  crisis—a 
day. And again, the day of any one means cither 
the day he has appointed, o r the da’y of his dis­
play and trium ph, So Jehovah 's day mcimt to 
the people the day o f 'H is  judgm ent, or of His 
trium ph: H is.trium ph  in w ar over their enemies, 
His judgm ent upon the h'calhcn. B u t . Amos,
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w h o sek e y n o te  has been that judgm ent begins 
a t home, cries Woe upon such hopes, and tells 
Ills people .th a t (or them the day of Jehovah 
is not victory, blit. ra ther insidious, im portunate, 
inevitable' death." Their distress in that day 
shall lie like -unto a m an who in fear flees from 
a lion only to meet in his pathw ay a bear, then 
escaping a Rain returns (o h is . home only to  be 
bitten by a ■serpent.'. In H ut day they shall be 
beset by dangers on every hand. They have ex- 
-pected that the day would be one of light and 
glory for them, bu t it would be the darkness 
of m idnight.w ithout one ray of light to  break its . 
murks- gloom. S tub  would be the day of J e ­
hovah. ' 1 ■ . ■■

... Having dealt with this popular exjipctation. of 
'.the day of Jehovah; which w o u ld ,b rin g 1 to  Israel 

glory and trium ph, anil p rocla im ing '.that . such . 
hopes were fallacious.and fitch a day would bring 
only d ism ay 'an d  anguish, Amos next denounces' 
the. ritualistic services of the time. Here again '• 
vVe see a line o f . thought'. found in Isaiah. T he 

.p o p u la r ' worship was . aft; abom ination to  J e ­
hovah. T heir feasts which th e y 'to o k  sud i d e ­
light- in .. were 'objects of hatred to  -Jehovah 
and he would not recognize in any way th e ir 

.solem n gatherings, Even though they did brine
■ the regular sacrifices commanded In the taw, 

the, bu rn t offerings, the. meal- offerings. and the' 
peace offerings, yet lie -w o u ld  not rcccivc them . 
They did ' not represent true worship. \ to rc -  

. over the music which accompanied the offerings 
was an offense unto Jehovah; In  the sound of , 
{he voice and in (he .music of viols there w a s . 
no melody (i( heart fellowship with Jehovah , it 
bespoke.the revelry of the idolatrous feasts. The 1 
great fundam ental reason why all su d t 'w orship ' 
was rejected lay in -Ihe  fact th a t, in the lives of 
tlit* people equity  and jusiicc Were lacking and . 
before their offerings could b'e acceptable to  the 
Lord they must right the wrongs, and establish 

.righteousness in' the land. “
. Continuing the invective', against sacrifices the 

prophet asks the question, “ Did ye brjng until me 
sacrifices and . offerings in the' wilderness forty  
years?" The reference would- appear to  be to ■ 
the tim e th a t they wandered about in' the desert 
land under a penal sentence, and since the sacri­
fices and all th e . ritual of the tabernacle worship 
were intended for those in communion and fel­
lowship w i th  Jehovah, there would necessarily 
be a cessation , of its  services. This question 
would likewise infer th a t. W hen the sentence
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o! w rath and condemnation was upon them  they 
had no true, right to the m inistrations of the 
tabernacle. ^ T h a td id  they do in those days? 
They rendered worship unto gods th a t they had- 
made. They carried those , gods w itlf them  and 
paid them honor? . Separated from Jehovah  they 
worshiped idols. The tacit inlerence U . that 
th u s-w a s  it w ith  Israel in the days of Amos. 
They had broken fellowship with Jehovah ; they 
had no inherent right in the offerings’ and sacri­
fices. They, could only worship the gods which 
were w rought from their own fashioning. This 
being the case, the doom was inevitable, they" 
would be led captive iiito a ia r  d istan t country. 
Jehovah of h o s ts 'h a d  spoken this and the sen­
tence would not be reversed.', ■ ' ‘ ■

■ " ll  o ften  falls, in course o f com m on life,,
Thtit ri'fi/rf sometimes h  overborne o f wrong, 

The avarice 'o f power, or fruitt, or strife,
. That w rtikcm  her and makes her party strong.
. Hut ‘justice, though her doom  she do 'prolong, 
Yet i)t Iasi will make her nw n Ciinse right."

• S l’ENSFJi,

In reviewing in our minds the chapter, one 
of the outstanding tru th s 'co n ta iu ed . is th a t w or­
ship '  is futile unless it has as its .concomitant 

^principles of justice and equity, th a t is, religion 
without ethics is vain. T his should bc.stressed in 
giving a talk, on the chapter as a whole. •'

In seeking for sermonic m aterial, a very w ork­
able les t is found in the fourth  verse, "S ec k y e  
me, and ye shall live.” T his m ay be divided in 
different ways. : The interrogative m ethod may 
be used, a s .W h y ?  H ow ? W hen? oi- we m ay use 
declarative divisions* T h e 't ru e  way to  seek the 
L ord ; Seeking^ the Lord means the forsaking 
forbidden desires; The promise given to  those 
who seek the Lord. Another text th a t m ight 
be used on occasions ■ is th a t in verse thirteen, 
"Therefore he th a t -is prudent shall keep silence 
in saich a tim e." A them e could be; A tim e for 
silence, then .subdivisions m ight be-developed as 
the exigency may demand such as: Prudence 
bids us be silent when there Is the stress and 
strain of misunderstandings, W hen we do no t 
know  what is best lo say, W hen words will be 
misconstrued. In  ihe use of th is text, however, 
we should note the difference in m ir application 
and the u ie in the context. As sl worldly man b  
si lent at tim es to serve his good, so  a  Christian 
needs to be. silent a t  times to serve the kingdom. . 
In  verse eighteen we m ight choose the last p a r t
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as a text, “It. is darkness and no t fight.’’ Then a 
them e m ight be couched in an interrogative form. 
Toiw hom  is the day of the  Lord 'darkness and not 
ligh t?  T o  the,false professor, to  the transgressor, 
to the one who has rcjectcd m any rails of love.'

Depths . ■ '
•''‘I ’hc ocean is deep and the sky is deep, b u t ' 

prnfoum ler th an  all o ther depths is th a t deep 
of the soul, where Gorl gives counsel and com ­
panionship to riiy need;” , ' ■

HINTS TO FISHERMEN
By C. E. Cornell

Little Window* to Peep Through
M aster your, circumstances, do not let your 

. circumstances m aster you. •-
Grit, Grace and .G um ption  are three admirable 

qualities. C ultivate them . . a .
T o  make your mind behave itself is j i  note­

w orthy  achievement. ' .
T here is a  vast difference ’ between “ not able 

to sin" and “able not to sin."
C ultivate purity , it ennobles and enriches the 

fife. •
C hrist is th e  supreme, “uplifter" of the entire 

world. - .
S ’

You will not be able to IiijJ a iot of self- 
im portance through the pearly gates.

Sih in the 'heart is like fever in the blood, it 
indicates an unhealthy condition. ■ ,

The shouts of a  good m an reverberate in 
three worlds, earth , hell and. h e av e n ,'

M easure yourself by this apostolic statem ent: 
“ Being reviled; w e b less;, being persecuted, )j-c 
suffer it r  being defam ed, wc en treat,”

The pursuing o f an unnecessary habit is a 
sure detrim ent to  m oral character.

Self-sacrifice alw ays brings a  blessing to those 
who practice it. , . '

Hastiness of decisions quite often provokes re­
gret an d  calam ity.

M oral character receives a stab by any imm oral 
practice.
. C hristian courtesy Is no t an  "overw orked" 

hab it. I t ’s a splendid quality however.
Do no t be niggardly syjth your compliments. 

A compliment worthily bestowed, is like a  ray  
of sunshine—-healthy. ■

Do no t charge the Alm ighty with your mistakes 
and inconsistencies, He bears enough already. 

Cheerfulness laughs m any a cloud away.
In th e  cariy days m any dream s cam e from 

God. Now they nearly all come from  an over­

loaded stom ach of- corned beef and cabbage and 
apple' pie. ■

IJoubts make a comfortable bedfellow for un ­
belief to lie with. ‘ ' .

M ark (his: “ There is a way which seemelh 
right unto a man, btjt the  end thereof a rc  the 
ways of death” (Prov. 1 5 : 12) Beware!

A Business Mim’s Means of Escape into a  
Christian Life

. The late Sir.-Wilfiam H artly , em inent in the  
British business world a s  a  m anufacturer of con­
serves, and in another field as a princely giver to 
the  philanthropies,and schools of Prim itive M eth­
odism, once made this confession of his p rin ­
ciples of stewardship:.

I t  has long 'been  my conviction th a t  a busi-' 
ness m an needs some definite means of cscapc. 
in to  the  larger life of the  higher -world and th a t 
nothing compares in th a t  regard w ith th e  decision 
to  devote to hum anitarian w ork a definite and 
gruwi/ig sfi.irc- of the  ti/la l incomc.'

I sit on my m oney; I don’t  let it sit on me. 
To d istribute my . money is a  harder a n d m o r e  
anxious task  th an  making it,

. T he greatest event in m y j life occurred on 
Jan u ary  J, 1677, On th a t day my. wifc and I 
m ade a vyritten v o w -th a t we’ would devote a 
definite and well Considered share of our income 
to religious and hum anitarian  work, and that 
this should be a first charge, and th a t wc would 
no t give to  the L o rd 'som eth ing  when wc had 
finished w ith everything else.

Since th a t dale  we have often increased the 
proportion , so th a t the original percentage i3 now 
l?ft far behind* T he distribution o f  the L ord’s 
portion  has been the greatest joy of my life.
' Jf  a  man .has to  fitfht w ith the devil over every 
shilling or pound he gives aw ay, he will often':

W



be w orsted; he will imagine he is giving fa r more 
than  lie really is. W ith my system the struggle 
comes only oncc and you know exactly where 
you are.

The real, deep, lasting and genuine happiness 
o t my own Christian life began, when I  ivas led 
to sec how  dishonoring to God it was to  give 
money for H is caUsc in a spasm odic-m anner and 
how much more satisfactory it m ust be to  give . 
H im  just in th e  proportion H e gave to  me.— 
C hrhtian Advocate,- If'.- Y .

T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S

Suggestive Subject* and Texti
The curse of evil speaking (Jam es 4 :11). *
A steadfast h o p e d  Peter 1;13).
The siri of rebellion (Isa. <jS:2). ,

- Standing fast in the. faith (1 Cor, 16:13).
. . The curse and danger of riches (1 Tim , 6 :17).

Abounding in love (1 Thcss. 3 :12).
. W hat is eternal life (1 Tim . 6 :12). '

The inestimable reward (Isa . G5,:4),
A balm .beslow er (Lam . 3 :3 2 ).. >
A generous giver (Jtom : 8 :3Jj,
Overcoming th e  grave (Psa. 49:15).

. T rustfu lness.w ithout w orry  (M att. 6 :34).

Ton R eaiohi for a  Family A ltar
These reasons are taken frnrti a  leaflet p u t  out, 

by the Fam ily A ltar League. .T h ey  are as fol­
lo w s:' . "

“ Bccausc it will send you forth  to  the  . daily 
task w ith cheerful heart, stronger fo r-th e  wGrk, 
t ru e r  to  d u ty  ahd determined in  w hatever is 
done therein to glorify God.
. "Bccausc it will give you s tre n g th . to m eet > 
the discouragements, the disappointm ents, the 
unexpected adversities-and sometimes th e  blighted 
hopes that m ay fall to  your lot.

“ Because it will m ake you conscious through­
out the day of th e  attending, presence of an  u n ­
seen, Divine One, who -will bring you through 
m ore th an  conqueror oyer every, unholy thought 
o r thing th a t rises u p  against you.

"Because it will sweeten home life and enrich 
hom e relationship as no'thihg else can do.

“ Because U will resolve all the m isunderstand­
ing and -relieve all the friction th a t som etim e! 
intrudes in to  th e  sacred precincts of family life.

“ Bccausc it will -hold as nothing else th e  boys 
and girls when they have gone ou t from  under- . 
nealh the parental roof and so determ ine very 
largely the eternal salvation of your children.

“Because it will e-tert a helpful, hallowed in ­
fluence over those who may. a t  any time be 
guests w ithin th e  home. ,

"Because it w ill cnforce as nothing else can 
do the Avorlf of your pastor ,in pulp it' and in' 
pew  and stim ulate th e  life .of your church in it$ 
every activ ity .

“ Because it will furnish an example and a  
stimulus to  other, homes for the same kind of 
life and service and devotion to  God.

“ Bccausc :thc W ord of God requires i t  and in 
thus obeying God tva honor H im  W ho is th e  
giver of all good and the source of all blessing."
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A Young W oman with a Devil-’
(F o r a Sunday evening evangelistic Serm on) 

T ext, M att. 15: 22-^8.
Tins woman truly represents a  sinner deeply 

conscious of the misery of his, soul.
“ H ave'm ercy  on m e." How proper this prayer 

for a penitent. M any excellencies in it, (1) 
Short. (2) H um ble, (3) Full of fa ith l (4) 
F e rv en t.;. ( 5 ) - M odest.. (6) Respectful. (7) R a ­
tional. (8) Relying only on the mercy of God,. 
(*J) Persevering, ,-

One of the finest lessons in' the Bible for a 
penitent o r a discouraged believer. Be no t dis­
couraged, there .may-be a little delay, when one 
im properly prepared lo reccive' the blessing, i t .  
will' surely come.

'Im ita te  this faith.

Some Leiions from  1 Jacob
L Voice w ithout feeling, '
2. ' Religion f o r  sinners.'
3. W restled to down him.
4. Lam e take the prey,
5. One Jew  who had enough, ,
6. Peace in ZSth chapter, power in 32nd.

First and second blessings properly so-callcd,
7. Change of name.
S. Sanctification has a m ark—limp.
9. Prevailed over angel by his yielding, so by 

hum an strength shall-no m an prevail.

M e n w ty ,

. “Thanks fo r its benediction. T oday j« the 
crash and confusion of the  city  I  shall think, 
of . a  pine t r e e , . standing in th e  silence of the 
Lau rent fan m ountains, ancf pcacc will comc to  
m y tired  nerves in gracious bcnedlction."
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HOMJLETICAL
IN  T H E  S P I R I T  O N  T H E  L O R D 'S  D A Y  4, John  .lold others of this revelation (Rev,

• ■ B y  A. If. E(;<ii.rsTON I: IK, also 1 :4 ) ,
T e x t:  /  w at in Ihe Spirit' on. the Lord's liny Hu was blessed and ' lie blessed others.

(R ev, 1 :1 0 ) . ■ ‘ Conclusion—W hy ,\yc sliniilf1! bt*■ “ ill1 the Spirit
I .  Wiir.KK- M an y  P eo p le- A re  i)n th e -  L oru’s ' on- the  Lord 's tiny.” .
, D ay ,. 1. Wc tucil (o Itfcir.' from heaven.

■ Sam e arc joy. r id in g , '-.pleasure - scek'inj*,. w o rk -  2. We m-ed tn g lim p se  the h c a v c n liis .
Jnjfr etc. Scarcely ' if- ever a t church. . .'. Wc need fresh- revcl.-ilions of Jesus Christ j
Some come lo church bu t are no t "in  the Spirit 4. We need a - testim ony tliiit will • bless and
on the L ord’s day,” fo r llscir m inds w ander in turn  bless, others, 
to home duties, to work, to  plans fo r th e  ■ WitERfc IVmt; Vmi on u i e  Lmm’t; H ay?

.- .c o m in g  week, o r ' v is itin g , o r  .p lea su re  seek in g ;.. Sermon Sugnritioiis . .
W here were, v o n 'o n  the Lord's.-day? • T h e m E— T iiv . . G a r m e n t s '  ok i h e  Soui. .

.11. -Wiik.be 'Joh.n W as on  th e -L o im 's  D ay Ti.xr— Put ,m thy- beautiful garments',’O' Jcrusa-
So far as Satan was concerned John  was in h'm, the Iwly city  (Isaiah S2: 1). -
exile, "fo r the word of God, and for the testi- 1. I'm : G ahmhnt- .Or P kaisk
mony of Jesus C ltrist” (Rev. 1:.0)-. ■ “ The garm ent o f praise for the spirit of heavi-
He m ight have' .been deploring his p resen t• ness"- (Isa, <51:3).

• c o n d i t i o n - h e .  w a s  b a n ish e d , in- t r i b u la t i o n .  H .  T iif. 'G a rm e n t t i r  l l t  .Mii.nY -
H e  m ig h t h a v e  b e en  ' e o m p h in in f j , ' o r  'b ecom e: ‘‘lie . c lo th e d  w i th - h u m il i ty ’’ (1 P e te r  5 :  S ) ..  .
" s o u r e d ”  o v e r 'h i s  lo t .  I I I . ,T h e  G a rm en t o f  C h a r ity
H e  m in h t h a v e  a sk e d , " W h a t ’s th e  use, a n y -  . “ A b o v e  a ll  . . , p u t  o n  c h a r i ty "  (C o l.  .1: 14).
w ay ?  Things arc against m e.” - ' r r --------—--------- ;-----.•
B ut instead, H e " w a s  in the Spirit:' on T H E  G R E A T  “ T H R E E  S 1 X T E E N S "  • OF
L ord’s day." Present circumstances d id 7 not T H E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T
imprison, his spirit. . ' , Learn the entire.verses. They are..im portant,'
W here were you o n ..th e  L ord’s d ay ?  .W ere and easy •.t o -,rem em b er.--^ rrango/l' by JRev*.‘
you hindered by circumstances, o r  were you E, W. Thwin't;.' *
“in the Spirit' on the L ord’s day.” . ‘ . . ■

I I I .  W h y  J o h n  W as in  I*a t m o s  anu  " i n  t h e  . f . G o a ls  S p ir i t  3 :1 6 ) .
S p ir i t  on  t h e  L ord’s D ay ’! The Spirit o f God descending.like n dove,'
So far as Satan was concerned John was ban- 2. C on’s' G h-t (Jo lm  3 :1 6 ) .  . . '
isbctl “ for the word of God,” etc. He was be- H e .g av e  H is only begotten Son,,
ing persecuted. . . 3. God’s N am e (Acts 3 :1 6 ) .
In G od’s plan John  was. on "Patinos .fo r “ the-' Through faith in His nam e1.
Revelation of JeS u s  C hrist” (Rev. i :  1 ) ;  - 4, God’s T e m p l e  (1  Cor. 3 :1 6 ) ;
John  needed this revelation • , Ye are the temple of-God.
1. For himself. S. God's R ic h e s  (E p b ;  3 :1 6 ) .
2. For the Church. ■ According to  the riches of His glory..
3 . .For all generations—for you and: me. 6 . ' .G od’s  W ord  (Col. 3 :1 6 ) .
W here were you on the L o rd ’s day? Let the W prd of C hrist dwell in you richly
.Y o u .- n e e d ,  the revelation of Jesus Christ 7. Gojj's P u c e  (2 T hcss."3; 16). 1
brought through worship “ iri the Spirit." The Lord of peace Him self give you  peace
1, For yourself/ . a lw ay -■
2, F o r  y o u r  n e i g h b o r . - '  i<. >Cion’s '-M vsteh y  (1  T im . 3 :1 6 ) .

IV . T h e  Ri.Htn.TS o r  U k in o  “ in- t h e  S p ir it  o n  . . G re a t-  is t h e  m y s te ry  o f  KoriJiness.
Tiii: Loiln's D ay" > ‘ ' 0, Goii’fi. In sp in a tio n  (2 Tim; 3:16)'. -; ,
1, Jo h n .h ea rd  from heaven (ltev . 1 :1 0 ). , . All sc iip ture  is given by Inspiration of God.
2.. J o h n ' saw into heaven (Kev. 1: 12), 10; Goo’s  Luvk (I Jo h n  3 :tf i) .
3, Jesus Christ revealed- Himself to John  The love o f 'G o d , Ue laid down H is life for 

(Rev, 1: 13-15). . . .  u».— The Christian - V undam rntah  Magosine.
n o )
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B U D G E T  B A L L A S T

'■By W im .ia m  ( J ,  H k s m h 1 ’

• S t u d y  O s k

;I . "Thou shnlt call hls'/iamr. Jesus: fu r  he shall 
save hit people jrom  tltrir sins” (M att. 1: 21).
1. The name Jesus means Savior:

■ Jesus is Salvation: - He is (lie Salvation of Gad. 
l ie  is Ihe 'Savior o f the W orld.
N o other religious teacher ever dared to  p rb- •. 

claim himself (he Savior of the -world.. There . 
lias been, there is, a n d  there can only be ohi!> .

' Jesus, tti:e Savior, one Jesus Christ. He is unique • 
in every- way. There is only 'one .-Savior mkT- 
there is no salvation in ajiy\ oilier (Acts 4:, 12).

Apart -from Jesus-C hris t there is no , Savior 
a rid .no  .salvation “He shall s;ivo . . from  their

; ■. . ' . :  ■■ *
2. .Ihe minimum of salvation is salvation from 

fimiinft. t
“ He siouped to  bless, ’and stooping raised us; 

A nd Ihe tenderness which looked' in pity 
On a world of sin fang years-' siro,'
Still waits in love to call the nations in,
Till ajl shall know
H«w mnn w ay  rise to Him in holiness 
Uecause He stooped so low.” •

i l .  " T h ey  shall call his nam e-K m nninucl w h ic h ’“ 
is,' G od w ith  us” (M att. I: 2.1). : ' ;
Jesus equals Savior, and Emm anuel equals God 

with’ us. The cofiiing of the 'w o rld ’s-Sav iur was 
the them e o f-th e  .-prophets; This w orld's Savior 
was to be God himself.' God with* u s . Clod w i t h  . 
us. God with us. '  ' ■

N o other re lig io n  promises lo v in g  fe llo w sh ip  
with God, The gods of the heathen are a la r 
off and cannot help their crying . millions of 
rfcy«l«*s. T lif heathen.'-.know . nothing of. s a lv a ­
tion fri?tn sin or of fellowship w ith God.

Salvation from  sin and sinning and fellowship 
with Gml a re  peculiar' to  Ihe religion .of Jesus 
Christ. These two tru ths jlone arc of sufficient 
weight to  m ake every C hristian a

oinj; ■
rowing M ISSIONARY
luwing ; ;

‘“ Are, you afraid  to  d ie? ’ said a visitor to  a 
man as lie lay on his death-bed. 'N o,' said the 
dying: man, ‘I'm  not afraid to die, but I 'm  
ashamed to die. Giid has done so m uch.'for me 
a n d -I  have done nothing for H im .” '

Someone has wisely said, "T o be appointed to 
render a 'sp ec ia l service to m an is to  receive a 
special favor from God." -V

111. “Jfm r shall not. live l>y bread alone" (M att. 
4 :4 ) .  ' '
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’ I ' .
■.Man ,

M an is more, than  bone and muscle and nails 
and hair, M an Vm* a body, bu t lie is a .souk T he 
soul cannot feed on rice or m eat. T he Chinese, 
Japanese and Koreans ^cannot live on rrcc and . 
dried iish and sea-weed any more than  the ' 
American or English can liye on m eat, potatoes 
and ice cream. • !■ ■

• M an needs God. M an needs God's W ord. 
M an cannot live w ithout the W ord of Qod. 
Notice, if says^e v e ry  W ord of. God. Tikis in ­
cludes holiness, sanctification, the second grace, 
healing, etc. We believe it to lie the whole  

. business of the whole. Church to Rive the whole  
ccspcl to the whole world. ■

The only gospel th a t can satisfy the hearts 
of the heathen is T i ik F ull Gospf.I..I

“Tell your people how fast we are dying; and 
,isk if they  cannot send us the gospel a little 
laster," were the pasping' words of a dying In -"  
dian woman to  a missionary. ‘O yc th a t live, 
behold wc. diiv" is Ibc heart-rending cry o f ' 
hcalhemloni.

"IVhat if your ow n ' were darkened,- 
W ith o u t one ’cheering ray , ' ,

A nd you ulnne could show  where shoiic
■ ".' The, pure, .w rr l  tight o f d a y /

W ould  yon leave them  there in dark de- .
■' spair '

- A n d  sing on your sunlit w ayi"-

IV. "Thou  shidt worship the Lord th y  God and 
h im .o n ly  shall thou serve” (M att. 4 :1 0 ) .

God is a jealous God. For His own glory and 
our good ;IIe-has definitely forbidden fill idolatry. 
All worship, bu t the worship of tlie tru e  and 
living God is idolatry.' All- service lo o ther gods 
is slavory.

True life, real worship, and worthy service is 
impossible a p a r t . from  Jesus Christ. '

Let us ponder over these things in the light 
of eternity . .
1, There is no salvation apart from Jesus Christ.
2, There is no fellowship w ith -G od  apart from 

Jesus Christ.
3, No ‘m an  truly liyes apart from’ Jesus Christ, 
!•!, All men everyw here-are in. ab ject slavery and

idolatry who do no t know the. true God 
and llis  son Jesus Christ.
“0  let T hy life -my heart constrain,'

T hy  love for every sinner free,
T hat every fallen soul of -man 

M ay taste thii yrace th a t round ou t me, 
T h a t iifi m ankind  w ith me may prove 
Thy sovereign, everlasting love'.",.
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ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
Compiled by  J .  G lenn*G (Julu  '

Native Soil
liVhen D r. E. F . W alker made his home in the 

s ta te  of Indiana, he . had a couple of palms 
which were growing in large flower pots. During 
the w arm  sum m er weather the palm s would be 
placed out', on. the law n; bu t when Vhe cold; 
w in ter days zpproacticd th ey  were brought into. 
th e  shelter of ’the w arm  indoors. They grew, to 
be a. few feet, high; and then seemed incapable 
of fu rth er g ro w th .' Finally the time camc when 

, U r. W alker decided to  move to California, and 
when the  trip  was made the palm s were shipped 
along with the goods. O nce■ in; California, they 
were set <sut: of-doors perm anently, for . Cali-. 
f o r n h ' is one of the m any natural homes of 
palm  trees. U nder these proper conditions they . 
began to grow  un til they became tall . trees, 
things of beauty. So are the C hristian graces 
of the justified life dw arfed and stunted  by the 
inhospitable soil of the  unsanctificd heart. -' Give 
them  a; purified heart in which to live, and they 
will boar an abundant fruitage and become things 
of genuine beauty.. '

The Price of Rejection
D r. C: C . Chappell 'relates the following inci­

den t of*’ a m eeting held by an evangelist som e  
years ago in a  city in K entucky: A girt w a s  
converted in th is meeting. She was in the early 
blottm  of young vromanhood. She belonged to 
a  wealthy and prom inent family. H er m other 
was no t a  Christian. T h e  girl w anted to join 
the church and the m other objected, . The 
preachcr w ent to  see the m other a n d 1 prayed 
w ith her and pleaded w ith her. She said she 

; w anted her. daughter to  have her coming ou t 
dance soon and therefore she should n o t-jo in  the 
church. Arid the preacher left th a t hom e w ith a 
heavy heart.

T hree ycars later the evangelist was holding-a ' 
meeting in a  neighboring tow n. A long distance 
call cam e asking hijn if he would no t come and 
conduct the funeral of Nellie, the g ir l 'w h o  had 
not been allowed to foin (he church. 11c . went. 
The undertaker said it was the request of . the 
m other th a t th e  preachcr ride with her and he r ' 
o ther daughter to . the cem etery. The journey 
was m ade in silence. T he rem ains. were being 
lowered when t h e ' m other ordered the  under­
tak er to  open the coffin again, All the crowd 
was requested to  stand back. T hey .m oved  some

fifty feet away. Then leaning oh the preacher’s 
arm  the m other showed hini her daughter. And 
lying upon her breast was a little arm ful of 
shame.

T h at was all. The grave was filled and on the 
w a /  back home the penitent anil heart-broken 
m other found Christ. She saiii to  her daugh­
ter, ‘‘M ary, -I have found Jesus, I have found* 

-the salvation th.it 1 rejected thrcv years ago." 
Anil M ary answered, “Noj M other, you have
found salvation, It is. true.....-But” i t  is;, no t the ■
salvation th a t was offered you three, years ago., 
Y our salvation then would have included the 
salvation-of Nellie, Now it means only th e  Sal­
vation of yourself.” "

The T ransparent Soul
It is a m ailer of great interest to  xvisit plate 

glass work?, anti inspect the casting tables on 
which the heavy plate glass used in store windows '  
is cast* - Each table, is abou t tw enty  feet long,-, 
fifteen feel wide, and from  seven to 'e ig h t inches 
thick. T he rough plate is commonly ntne-slx- .

„ teenths of an inch thidk, blit a fte r polishing it. is 
reduced to six, or seven-sixteenths. All casting 
tables iire m ounted on wheels, which run  on a track 
mime to reach every furnace and annealing oven 
in ,the factory. T he. table having been wheeled 
as near as possible to  the m elting fiirnace, a  
pot of m olten glass is lifted by m eans of a  crane, 
and. its contents poured quickly ou t on the table,
A heavy iron- ruller then paS.ses from  end to  end, 
spreading th e  glass to  a uniform  thickncss. . This 
rolling operation -has to be done by  expert hands 
quickly, as the boiling glass, when i t  conies in  
contact w ith the cold metal of the table, coola 
very rapidly. T he glass is then  passed intti the 
oven. W hen it is ready to  be taken o u t-o f  the  
oven, its-surface is very rough; In  this condi­
tion it is used for skylights and  o ther purposes 
where strength is desired ra th e r than  transparr . 
cncy. But when intended for-w indow s it has to 
go through an experience of grinding, after which 
it is sm oothed and polished., T ransparen t souk  
arc made; in the same way. M en m ust be m elted 
dow n in  the ’heat o f  the  furnace o f tr ia l;  must 
have a heavy roller run over them , leveling their 
prijle and am bition ; m ust be annealed in the  
oven of perfect subm ission; m ust be ground 

. and polished by daily cxercise in C hristian duties, 
th a t a t  last the  soul may be so transparent th a t 
whoever looks upon it sh a l l 's e e  the face of 
Jesus Christ.— L ouis A lber t  B a n k s . .
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I

R e»pon>iL ility
During the rebellion Congressman Dixon, of 

R hode Island, was sent to represent a  meeting 
of the governors, o f the N orthern states, to con-

. fer with ■ A braham  Lincoln and urge upon him 
a more vigorous policy in the conduct of . the 
war, M'r. Lincoln listened to  all th a t M r, Dixon ^ 
had to say, and then replied, “ Dixbn, you arc a 
good fellow, and 1 have alw ays had a high opin- 

. . iu'n of you. I t  is needless for me to add th a t 
w hat conies, from those who sent you here is- 
authoritative. Still, in justice t o . myself, you 
m ust remember th a t Abraham  Lincoln is the 
President of th e  United States. A nything th a t 
the President of th e  U nited States' does, right or

■ wrong, will bfc the act of Abraham  Lincoln, and 
A braham  Lincoln will by the people be held re­
sponsible fo r I he President’s action: B ut I have 
a proposition to  make to  you. - Go home and

• think the m atter over. 1 Come to  me tom orro\y 
m orning a t-n in e  o ’clock and I ivill prom ise to 
do anything th a l you, by then, have determined 
upon as the right and proper thing to do. Good- 

*’ n ight," .

M r. Dixon left the W hite House feeling very 
large and im portant. H e set himself to w ork

■ to dccide the  policy of the President of the
■ U nited States. M any suggestions ocairred  to 

him, but, one a lter another, each was dismissed 
as for sonic reason o u t of the: question. H e 
worked at it all night, but was just as undc-

■ tided in th e  morning as to the policy he Avas 
to  impose upon  the  President; H e did no t go 
to  the W hite House th a t morning, Indeed, three 
U’ee&s went by before-he saw  the President. Then 
it was a t a reception a t  Secretary Sew ard’s, and 
M r. Dixon tried  to  get by in the crowd without 
a ttracting  a tten tion . JJut th e  Jong -a rm  of the 
President shot out, caught Dixon and drew him 
to  i^ic side. "I)y the way, Dixon,” said Mir. L in­
coln, “I believe I had an appointm ent with you 
one m orning a b o u t , three  weeks ago." Mr., 
Dixon d id  recall som ething of the s o r t .1 “ Where 
have you been a ll these weeks?” asked the  Presi­
dent. “ Here in W ashington,", said M r. Dixon; , 
“but, to tell t h e 1 tru th , Mir. President, I have 
decided never to  keep th a t appointm ent,”  “I  
thought you would not when 1 m ade It for you," 
was M r. Lincoln’s only comm ent. No man can 
escape the  responsibility of his ow n conduct.' 
Every  individual soul is as responsible to God. 
for what he duct us is. the President of the

: U nited States. A man m ust stand  or fall on  his

1 T H E  PREA CH ER'!

ayta jchoicc and his own cpnduct. H e cannot 
excusc himself b y  shifting th e . responsibility upon 
som ebody else.-—L ouis A l ber t  B a n k s . ‘ '

Sick of Sin
Dr. J .  R.. Brown, speaking of Professor H enry 

D rum m ond 's ' evangelistic effects, says, “There .
■ was an ethical incxorablencss th a t w ithered all 

cheap notions Of salvation,”. A young, medical, 
student had  come under D rum m ond’s spell. The 
student already had his. a rts  degree. B ut though 
the great stu d en t Worker made the message so 
plain, the seeker seemed incapablc of the simple 
faith essential to th e  walking with Christ.' At 
last D rum m ond knew th a t there must be. som e­
thing wrong in th a t young m an's Kfc; So one 
night the teacher took  the young m an’s arm  and 
walked with' him  across the park  a n d .g o t  his 
story. He had cheatcd-in his final examinations. 
He bad fooled every proctor and professor in 
the exam ination hall. He had gotten his degree 
dishonorably. W hat could he do  n o w ? . They 
talked t i l l  m idnight. Then the student agreed to 

■: go to  the senate, the next day, tell w hat he had 
done, anil take any  tonsequcnces th a t  m ight fol­
low. D rum m ond went w ith him , H is old exam­
in a tio n : papers were brought from  the lum ber 
room, and he was asked to  show on .what parts 
he had cheated. Credits for these parts were 
immediately deducted and  when th e  last dis­
honesty was revealed, it w as discovered th a t he 
had just credits enough to  w arrant them  in leav­
ing him his degree. ■ ■

D r. D rum m ond hated sin- above all things. 
After a meeting he was discovered w orn and  
haggard and distressed, leaning on a  m antel look­
ing -in to , the fire, and when asked * w hat th e  . 
trouble jvas, replied, " I  a m : sick of the sins 
of these m en.. How can God bear it? "— D r. 
A q u il l a  W edd .

M ak in g  Life Count
A four^een-yQar-old lad  was working in an - 

iton  mine in Nova Scotia when an .explosion of 
blasting pow der occurred. H e was picked up 
to m  and bleeding, his eyesight gone* and his legs 
broken. One day fits pastor read him a  letter 
which he had received from a missionary telling 
how much a missionary vessel w as'needed to ply 
between Sydney, Australia, and the lonely mission 
fields in the South Sea Islands. "W hy don’t  they 
build i t? "  .ask ed :th e  poor sufferer. "T here  b  
ho money," was the ansyver, The n e tt  ' time

5 M A GAZINE ' 211



the pastor came to  see him, Oil*■ lad ,w;ls eager to 
tell about a plan he had. thought i>[ to Taisu 
money (or the ship. ‘-There a r e .20,000 Sunday 
school children in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Cape Hreton and Prince Edw ard Island,” he said; 
“ and if every scholar had  a-collection'card enough 
money could be. ra ised  to build it." T h e  plan, 
was referred lo , the Hoard of Missions ' and t 
approved, a n d  at the end. of the year sums rang-

1ns (rum five cents tit one or two j j l la r s  had 
keen sent in sufficient number to pay fo r i the 
Ihiysprmg, Ihe first" of the m any "m issionary 
ships" in the southern seas. 1 You will be glad to ■ 
know that a -w onderfu l operatlun restored the 
fteht of this buy, and when .the boat was' launched 
lie was able to join in the singing and cheering of 
the thousands of children who watched it glide 
into Che sea.— Selesfrdi . ••

PRACTICAL
11 h* wmi'iiftt rwwwtut

A  CONCEPTION OF A NAZARENE" 
PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY

. . By L. A. Ut.KD

, P au t T w o 

LL the plans of tiur church fa il 'o r . suc­
ceed jusl aS .they are 'd e a lt with by  the 

p a s to r .  The pastor is the pivot, He is the 
axis around which the fhurch moves, Any legiti­
mate program which . the ireneral church wants' 
acc'jm jjlishtd can alw ays be.-dime, if the pastor 
w ants to d o 1 it. Of fotir.'C this is if all things arc 
equal. Some local emergency miulit hinder (em-. 
fo rarily , -.hut. lie *vi)l m aster th a t situation in an. 
effort to siilvc the prohleiri which his church pre­
sents to him  if he is interested enough in it. There 
is the Itey.worcl.. T hat .is. Ihe .secret—-his interest.

pouring - of the Holy Olmsl in, revival power, set­
ting our people on lire w ith  evangelistic fervor, 
and this program  can never he realized unless the 
pastor leads it , However he m u s t  not sacrifice 
his own m inistry by allowing evangelists, supplies 
and visiting pastors .an d  officials to alw ays be 
tilling h is’pulpit and lying down on the job him ­
self. .

H is iea.l will also be manifested by the way'- 
in which he attacks the problem of foreign m is­
sions and the financing of - th is ' g reat work. 
Money is the acid test with the. p a s to r-as  well

• as the layman. No pastor can succ'ced in. the 
church who for any cause neglects, missions. -'.The 
.District Superintendents believe this. .-When they 
have a m an: recommended to tjictn, one of the

His interest cannot he centered in one phase . first1 questions they ask is, “ Has' lie raised his
of his work to  the detrim ent of tw o or three budgets in other places?'* They w ant a mart who
other phases of his m inistry. I lis  first interest will get m oney for the salvation of souls the
m ust be..evangelism. He m ust be a soul winner, world over, and one can generally ' judge the
He is responsible to give the gospel lo  those' in p a s to r 'sw o rth  by w hat lie does along this tine,
the circle of his influence. H e cannot save the ff a p r^ to r has no intense zeal for foreign mis-
worlrl,- but he can do h is .part in the Jiltfc. w orld sions, then lie should either go to the a lta r and
in ■which he works. T h is is the heart of our 
movem ent. Every Sunday, especially every Sab­
bath  night, should be devoted to intense evangel­
ism. \V£ have determ ined1 to keep this spirit in 
our own local church, .regardless of results. He 
should.bc zealous to  have one or two evangelistic 
efforts in his church each year. I t  should be his 
endeavor, if po-sible, to  obtain, preachers and 
evangelists for these special efforts who l ie ' be­
lieves arc better preachers than  him self; who 
have a burning passion for sculls. I t , is not the 
p rotracted  meeting wc want, bu t a riSighty ou t:

get a new experience which would give h im  the 
missionary vision, ■ or hand in his credentials. 
O ur church is ■ essentially a missionary church. 
Every branch of it before the union in Cliicago 
had its missionary activities in the various parts 
pS the '.'w orld and cherished them. Wc m ust 
m aintain this same zeal. I knew of one pastor in . 
a certain district who was alw ays whining about 
his missionary budget. He had never paid it in 
full. Finally the District Superintendent told h u n ' 
that unless he raised It a t oheir lie would put a 

.pastor in ;ltls place who would raise it. Needless

{14)
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lo  say th a t m.in reported his missionary budget 
was raised in full. Our people arc interested in; 
foreign .missions. If you  kill that interest', you 
kill one of the  m ainsprings of Wess'mg anil ic- 

' 1i«ioiis ■ fervor.: "There Ls also an opportunity  
here for the pastor to obtain some support ont- 

. side . of liis- chirrcli m em bership.. H undreds', of 
people everywhere arc interested in missionary 
enterprises Who w o u ld g lad ly  help support ours 
were tficy approached on (fie subject. Personally,
1 am  proud of the missionary work of the Church 
of the Nazarene, and not ashamed to present 
its claims to any person.

By experience we have found out that • the 
pastor and people who are system atic in their 
giving a re :th e  ones who do the best for missions. 
The church, that takes a "big” offering <irtly when 
a M acedonian, appeal conges from headquarters 
is not doing the fob. A slated budget should be- 

.adopted by the pastor and his. board.;. This 
-budget should b e  divided oh a percentage basis, 

and bn M onday m orning the trea su re r. should 
divide bis funds on this percentage basis. If it 
niceis the budget dem ands,, well and flood, if not 
then it m ight be balanced Up by an egress on 
the next Sabbath , These deficits should then 
lie cleaned up monthly.-.' These percentages should 
be cheeked out weekly or monthly. I t  is these 
cheeks, 'aim ing into headquarters.,regularly ' that 
support our missionary in(crc:;(s and not sporadic 

•■bursts of g iv jn " ,.! which some of our..b reth ren  ; 
are prone to foster. A loyal pastor will ..urge bis 
people lo  practice storehouse tithing, and then 
will practice it 'himself, as an example to his peo­
ple and his treasurer and to th e  satisfaction of 
Oort.' It is marvelous w hat cxcuscs preachers can 

-give for taking funds from their tithe  to be uscii 
for th e ir own. convenience.. Let us be honest 
with God, just like we expect our lay brethren 

.to be.

SOME WORTHWHILE QUOTATIONS 
FROM THE LATE W. J. BRYAN

Compiled- by  H . J .  H ab t 
The conservative is  ̂necessary to keep the rad-, 

•leal from going too fast, and the radical is rteces- . 
sary  !<> m ake ihe conservative go a t all.

How puny is the work of man when brought 
.into comparison with majeslic nature. -H is 
groves- are pigmies when measured against the

virgin forests, His m o s t . noble temples, how 
insignificant when contrasted with the masonry 1 
of the hills. Wliat canvas can im itate the dawn 
and .sunset? W h a t. inlaid w ork can match, the 
mosaic of a Koyal Go,rgc in the Yellowstone?

Nero -lighted his garden with hum an torches, 
Tittle thinking tiiat the religion-of those he burned 
would in lime illumine (he world.

There is a piece of masonry in W indsor Castle, 
ftngland, representing .Queen V ic to r i a . le a n in g  
on the arm  of her royal consort. He has ohe 
arm  about her, and with th e  other is pointing, 
upw ard. T he. sculptor fold an e lo q u e n t's to ry  
in m arble; n  story of strength coupled wit3» 

.tenderness, oT love rewarded -with Irust, of sor­
row brightened with hope. ; He told the story 
so plainly th a t-  it w a s ' scarcely necessary ' t o  
chisel the words, ‘'Allured to brighter worlds and 
led the way." And I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw  all men unto me,

■ T ake Ihe seeds from, a waterm elon, dry them. 
V<iu will discover it takes five thousand to  weigh ' 
a pound..-- One watermelon weighs forty  pounds 
But one 'seed', placed in the ground warmed by 
the sun, moistened by (lie rain, takes off its coat 
and goes to work. Il gathers from  somewhere 
two hundred thousand tim es its own weight 
force's its raw  m aterials through a tiny  stem  and I 
constructs ii waterm elon. I t  covers the. outside 
with green, . Inside the green fabricates a  layer of i 
white and inside the white makes a  corc of red, j  

and places a t regular intervals abundance of black I 
seeds, each seed capable of doing exactly the sam e i 
perform ance this particular seed did, and so on 
through the succession of production. W here docs , 
th is-seed.-get its building power, its colors and 
flavoring extract? How does it build a water­
melon ? - ....

When two persons, d raw n together by the in -  ' 
<lescribable ties of love, enter marriage, each ] 
one contributing a full part and both ready to  
sfiarc life’s struggles and trials as well as its vic­
tories and its joys, when these m utually helpful 
and forbearing s ta rt out to build an American 
home, it ought to be the fittest type of heaven



P A R T  II. M E T H O D S O F  P R O M O T IN G  lessors, n ic y  were upon the cvc of a glorious
A  R E V IV A L  revival, and knew it not. The people were dis-.,

Jiy K ev J a m e s  C a u o iif .y  ' 1 m feed( ,and no further a ttention  jwid to  the inci­
dent. The praying ,youths, however, h id  prayed

C jm p ik d  by  Db. H; O r to n  .W iley  and wept too long to he. indifferent; but there
I. Do R ev iv n li A lw n y t Begin in th e  teas no m eeting for public, prayer till the follow-

*' ■ Sam e M a n n e r?  . ;nK Thursd:ly night. Said the person who re-

R EV1VAI.S do not alw ays begin and. pro- lated the circumstance to me, .’.-and wfio .Was p n e '
cecd in the same Kay; I witnessed a ro- of the party  which co m p o scd llte ' sccret prayer-"

vival several years ago when they did not mcetini;, “ Oh! il appeared to be a m onth till the
call penitents fo rw a rd 'to  he prayed for a t all. next meeting,” The official men, in the mean-
T he tru th  ivas preached lo the people in a very time, foreboding some disturbance, lrccame “ ner- 

. pointed m anner, and a fte r each sermon the c o n - ,  vous,” and ejicecdiniily ’ afra id  of cscilcm cnt.
• jcregatiori was requested.-to kneel anti p ray  t o ' . Thursday. night arrived  and the place was
God as the necessities of their souls, demanded. Jcrowded. No one could tell why there was such
The w ork of God b ro k e 'fo r th  in power, and an unusual stir; th e  secret was w ith the young
witnesses were raised tip on every hand th a t men. Inform ation readied  the preacher stationed
Jesus Christ had power upon earth  to forgive on. t,l»e circuit. He came and recognized it a t

. sins. We were compelled however, to take such , once as the beginning of a great work of God,
a coursc on account of having so few, brethren j'Utid. entered in to  it w ith  zeal. H e a d jo u rn ed .
to help iri vocal prayer, . the meeting into the chapel. T he official members

A revival, commenced in a certain place by the followed, curious to  see the ■ results, bu t in ^ a  ■
following mcaiis:, T w o or three pious young short tim e God touched their hearts and opened
men aprccd to meet in  the chapel, a t  a certain their eyes, and they were compelled to . exclaim,
time, to  p r a y , for a revival. They had never . “Surely God is in th is place, and wc knew it
seen anything of the kirid; bu t1 alm ost the entire 'n o t . ' ‘.It .was not long before scorces of converted
population were "lying in the arm s o f 'th e  wickcd 'fo u ls  were added to the little society,
one," and they considered this a  proper and scrip* . An account of a revival no.w lies before me,
tu ral m ethod for their rescue. T heir ftiinds also which occurred, in a n o th e r  d en o m ination .' The
Were greatly distressed on account of the low  .piihister of th a t church, whom God lias greatly
State of religion. The society had dwindled honored fo r his faithfulness, in giving an  account
down to  a  few ; and it was so long 'since  the of the revival, states that his church got in to  a
place had been, v isited-by  an  outpouring of the very low, desponding condition, and m atters be-
H oiy .S p irit th a t the leaders knew little ,-if any- came so gloomy th a t he was upon the poin t df
thing, about a revival, and of course fd t  indif- asking a dismission. ynUke Bome, he could no t 
ferent as to such a divine m anifestation. T he : sit dow n at his ease, knowing th a t his labors
young men continued to hold their meetings, w ere’ no t blessed,. careless whether poor sinners
T h eir tim idity  forbade them  to  ask a light (for; were saved or dam ned. N o l he could no t bear
their time of prayer was In the night), bu t they, the  thought of staying any longer in a  place
knew th a t darkness and light were both alike to  where he was conscientiously convinced he was
a prayer-liearing God. In  th a t dark  chapel, night useless,. T he tim e of extrem ity was God's oppor-
a fte r night, did they pour ou t their souls In tun ity . One Sabbath night the  Spirit of- God
prayer fo r the Inhabitants of th e  place. arrested a young m an. H e desired to  see the

T w o m onths had. nearly passed aw ay, and sin- pastor, and opened his m ind on .the subject of
riers appeared quite as Indifferent as ev er;, bu t distress. A meeting for prayer had  been
they were not discouraged,. and continued their appointed to r th a t w eek; and w hen .the  time for-

■ meetings. A bout the dose  of the ninth week, on beginning the  prayerm eeting a rriv ed ,, to  his
the night of a public prnycrm cetlng, tw o young astonishm ent, the 'place was crowded, A large
men, h itherto  careless and wickcd, were in great num ber, of persons were there, deeply distressed'
distress, and disturbed the few present with their on account of their s in s . '
sobs and groans for mercy. T his was a 'n e w  From  that hour the revival advanced in pow er;
thing, bu t not sufficient to impress the old pro- and according to  the t a t  account I  heard, the

( W  ■ '

240 , T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A GAZINE



num ber convcilcd and added to  his church was w ith his never-satisfied spirit regarding his ac-
afoove sixty souls, and m any m ore were ex- com/Uishments in the production and improve-
pectcd to unite themselves to  it. , mcnls of his famous car. . Regardless of the

-  _ ___________ __________________ achievements gained, o r Hie progress made, he
. - . ■ never was satisfied, bu t continued his experiments

H O W  T O  E N R IC H  O U R  (’R E A C H IN G  and. investigations , ever seeking ways and means
l iy  H vkoN’ M a v d u k v  . to  rcducc the costs of production and to  shorten

W  E READ, the o ther day of a pastor . time o f m anufacture of, as well as to im-
wlio was calling a t the hom e of one Provc in ovtry  the car th a t bore his name,

of his parishioners, and while waiting .The a ttainm ents of yesterday to him  were not
fo r the m other to  come, h e , chatted  with the ‘he criterion for the tomorrows.. W hatever he

• bright little boy of five who came rushing in managed to do better, only encouraged, h im ,to .-
, to him . ‘ T his boy .was f u l l-o f  interrogation believe he coujd do be tte r still, 
points, which camc from him  freely. Among the I  thought th a t i f ‘a man could1 do that in the.
m any questions he fired a t  the  pastor was a :most Interest of worldly gain how much m ore we as..-
direct one,-w hen he asked, "W hat do you 110— preachers of the gospel should do in th e  interest
w hat do you work a t? "  The pasto r said “I  try  of eternal things,, and especially when we con-
to preach some.” The boy kept his eye fixed sidcr how precious the souls are with w hom  wc
sharply on hin?, and queried, “Well, can you do have to d ea l.' We have .n o . sm all task. The
i t? ” “I assured h im ," the  pastor said, ‘‘th a t physician carries a  trem endous. responsibility Inr
'we were not often, satisfied w ith  even our. best volving life and death when he enters the sick-
efforts." An .'expression of impatience crept, room , the law yer is w eighed, down ■ w ith thei
slowly over Ids fine young face as he blurted out, burden of hum an life, or property in his hands as
“ W hy d o n 't you preachers get good and ready , he enters the- cauttroohi to plead, an d  no less
som e time and really prcach While the, p asto r is our responsibility as we stand  before men to
was trying to  ■ fix up a passable answer, th e  declare un to  them  the issues of life and death,
good m other came in, and as he said, “The sub- ■ no t only for tim e, b u t for eternity. We carry  a
jeet was changcd, to  m y re lic f .” Then, this pas- solemn burden, which involves m en’s property,
to r  asked a group o f ministers, “ W hat would you as well as their life, their liberty, and their hap-
prcachers have done w ith th a t awful question piness.
from th a t bit of boy? Wc w onder if the big -God has given unto us H is Spirit to hetji us in
folks don 't sometimes stum ble along th e  line o u r work. W ithout His help wc would bu t fail,
of this little fellow’s query. Candidly, brethren , ;o r preaching is not lecturing, nor orating. Both 
w hy don 't w c a ll ' really preach bette r than  be done w ithout divine aid, bu t preaching to
we d o ? ” be effective, m ust be done in the  Spirit; W hile

T his ,is the question which ' we have been th is i s  tru th , yet on  the hum an side i t  is very
pondering over, and  we have thought as a  result possible for im provem ents to be made, th a t will 
o f qur m editations of a few w ays-in  which we , enhance the effectiveness of the preacher in the ^
as preachers may im prove o u r 'p reach in g . As: hands o f God. I  would like to notice a  few
preachers of the W ord of God to  needy men things whereby w c m ay enrich our preaching,
below, realizing the responsibility resting upon us The' farm er enriches his so li 'in  order to increase
to  do our best, realizing th a t . God has ordained the quality  and quantity  of his crop. W e believe
th a t through the foolishness of preaching m en th a t  the following suggestions, if properly fol-
should be saved, realizing the im portance o f lowed, w ill help to increase the . quality  and
preachljig effectively a t all times, and realizing fruitfulness of preaching, 
th a t only, as we are successful a t o u r job  will A study of the meaning of the words of a  text
those who hear us be helped to God, and  to  a  jn (heir original language, in connection w ith the
knowledge of their need, I  am  sure th a t 'each  . use of the King Jam es Version of the 'S crip tures
one of us is Interested In any suggestion th a t  WM m ore th an  repay the effort p u t forth. I t
would help us to improve, not. only our m ethods, • would be ju st the thing if every preacher bad a-
bu t also o u r m atter and m anner of preaching. gOOCj w orking knowledge of - the  Hebrew  and'

Recently, we read a  short sketch of H enry Greek, B ut since the rank and file do no t h av e .
F ord ’s struggles lo r success. We were struck - th is knowledge, th a t is no 'reason  w hy they could

1 (17)
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not make good use of helps that will enable 
them  by a little diligence to .d ig  out the 'Hidden 

-m eanings of the words 'nestled, in the text they 
desire to study, and perhaps enlarge upon.

F or tills purpose there arc tw o works avail­
able, and suitable for the use of ally 'preacher 
who crin1 read English, even though he may not 
be a b le , to read (lie Hrfireiv o r  Greek text,- 
These arc S trong’s Exhaustive Concordance of 
the Bible, and Young's Analytical Concordance. 
Some like one, some like the other: Strong's is 
k s s ;complex.

By. inking the main words of-a te.vt,-and trac­
ing them back to their original words' in the 
Concordance,, remarkable shades of meanings will 
be discovered th a t rlo not appear in the English 
translation.^ I f  you wilK took up the word 
‘‘feeling” in th e  N ew -T estam ent, you iv ill'notice 
that it is . used-'only twice therein, in-Ephesians 
4:19, and in Hebrews 4:15, Each of these words 
is different, in the Greek, although both are trans­
lated ' ‘Teeling" in our translation, which is cor­
rect. Hut oh, w hat a world of m eaning is be­
hind them  both. I preached on both texts re­
cently, and in looking-up these words I  certainly 
g o t some big-nugget^ underneath that I never 
would have gotten , by merely picking up the 
surface gold. Desiring to  whet y o u r appetite,
I am not going tn indulge further in explaining the 
above words, bu t look them up,'-and enjoy the 
chase for yourself.. > ' .

Let me say this much, if you w ant to enjoy 
yourself, get a ‘copy of one of the above sug­
gested books, and take a  text, write dow n1 the 
main words, and then search out their meanings, 
and jo t them  down, and then write ou t your 
own literal version employing the same tenses, 
etc., as given in the Authorized Version.

Y our people will enjoy what1, you will have to 
bring them , in the way of w ord meanings from 
the original tex t.; Y our preaching as well as 
your reputation fo r' preaching with your people 
will be enhanced by this study. I f  using your 
m arginal, readings furnishes interest and- new 
meaning, how fnuch more a deeper study will 
increase this • interest and revelation.

Then, another way of enriching your sermons is 
by ft more frequent use o f IVebsicr’s Unabridged 
D ictionary. There arc m any w ords in the text 
which i f " looked Up in the English Dictionary 
/or- their Latin  root meanings, and, other de­
rivatives, as well as for their v a jied ; uses 'and  
meanings given in th e  ’ English, will become

veritable, gold mines oj triUh and springs of re­
freshing thought. Such a study would enable (he 
preacher to briiig a fuller and clearer thought 
lo his hitorers, as \vell as enable him to  bring it 

-,wi(h more authority , for M r. W ebster is looked 
up to in this regard, and to have him  on your 
side,’ is to reinforce your argum ent. Besides,

' such a study will give the preacher a clearer 
understanding, and thus enable him to bring 
his thought otit clearer lo his hearers.

Then, again, scarcely anything can take the 
place of n knowledge of Itiblc manners, and cus­
toms, ctc., to -fu rn ish , the necessary backgrounds 
for sermons and tru th . Few  preachers arc priv i­
leged to visit the Holy Land fo r a: study first- 
handed of scriptural scencs and customs, bu t 
there are helps that every preacher should avail 
himself of, th a t would enable him  to become so 
familiar w ith th e ' backgrounds of. biblical events 
that when he gets-tip  to  sptfik on any text or 
subject requiring a working knowledge for proper- 
development or in terpretation thereof, his con­
gregation would know (if he had never been to 
the Holy Land) th a t he had been diligently 
studying, and kneiv what b e  was talking about. 
Knowledge is power, arid to know the Bible and 
its orientalisms, elc,, will give to  its m aster'pow er 
that cannot in any other way lie secured. ■ 1. •

A few. of tiiese antiquities abgut which knowl­
edge should be gained in order to  have' Ihe ability 
to treat on m any biblical texts and subjects in ­
clude the climatc, seasons, and geographical feat­
ures of .the  ^Holy L and ; its nature  history, as ’ 
to trees, plants' and grains, and its animals, e tc .; ' 
its dwellings and household fu rn itu re ; its occujia: 
tions, such as pastoral life^.husbandry, handicrafts 
and professions; its dresi*,; meals and enterta in­
ments, and social life; its domestic habits and 
customs, such aS m arriage and be tro thals; its 
slaves; its  diseases, funeral custom s; its' games; 
arts, governm ent, punishments, and m ilitary a f­
fairs, religions and a hundred and one things, 
no t only of interest to th e  Bible student, bu t. of 
im portance to correct biblical in terpretation . .

There are several helps that give light along, 
th is line, su c h . as any good Bible Dictionary, 
arid some Commentaries, “ Biblical Antiquities,” 
b y  Jo h n  Ncvin, D. D., published by the Amer­
ican Sunday School Union. I do no t know 
w hether any*recent edition of this book has been* 
published. “Topics F or Teachers," by Jam es 
Gom per Gray, published by Rcveil Co., is a fins 
book, a veritable library in -itse lf. T here  may
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Lc other .hooks that covcr the  same giound as 
these mentioned above, but I do not know 
about them. •

I uncovered sunit splendid inform ation recently 
regarding the wells of the East that helped me 
in Introducing a sermon on re-digging old wells, 
such as'Jacob  hail to do. This kind of inform a- 
tion is available, anil if properly utilized in a 
serm on no t only makes it more interesting and 
educating to  the people, but enables the preacher 
lo  bring out more effectively the truth-contained ' 
in (he W ord,

Then, a prilper and proportionate use of seri­
ous and hum orous illustrations, not oniy serves to 
% JjI up lh r  poin t and make it plainer, but also 
quickens the interest and sustains the attention  of 
tfie audience. ‘ Of course, hum or, like condiments, 
must be used properly., T oo much pepper, for 
instance, does n o t1 set.'off any dish, and I am 
5Ure th a tu n e  reason why hum or in the pulpit has 
been frowned on so much is bccausc th a t it has 
been indulged in unadvisedly. Too much hum or, 
of course, like too much sugar, salt, o r any other 
spice, spoils the effect desired.

However, a speaker who does not know how to 
incorporate a little hum or, a little  hum an interest 
into his speech, is missing m ore than we can 
tell of here. A story w ith a tinge of hum or in 
it, used -to point a moral, many tim es 'ju st fets 
off ii- message, w in s  and holds the hearers, and 
enables the speaker to  gci his message across to 
them as.he  -would Hot have been, able lo  do had 
lie not been able to get ttieir a ttention  from the 
llrst. And it is a sure fact th a t tru th  is. made 
clearer by the using of illustrations. We know; o f . 
some preachers who seldom use an illustration of 
any kind. Then ive k n o w /o f  some who use 
them, to  make up the entire borly of their ser­
mons. . I  am not prepared to say here which is 
worse.. lin t I  will say, th a t  the preachcr who 
seldom uses’an illustration of any kind, is failing 
to utilize one o f the most im portan t means of 

'.Imparting-, knowledge;, and getting his message 
home, so th a t i t  wifi stick as a .san d  b u rr to the 
hearts and m inds o t his" hearers, and in thus 
failing in this is really lim iting the work th e . 
Spirit would do through him.

Illustrations of iv c ry  nature, serious or other- 
wise, draw n from life, from history, from science, 
or any source, are like windows in the walls of 
the sermon, The average hearer is no t as well 
read, nor as deep a th inker along-religious lines 
as is the p reacher-and  unless due allowance is

m a d e  fo r this,, and efforts are. made by the 
preachcr to picture m any of the hard , knotty  
points be desires, to get across, to the unimagina­
tiv e  minds of many of his hearers there are m any 
folks upon whom the best thought will lie wasted. 
So to nnnch your preaching, learn to judiciously 
Use. illustration*. For myself' I have made it a 
business Of gathering in my library every avail­
able worthwhile book of this nature, as well as 
jo tting down every illustration I hear for keep­
ing. And the. best way I have found to make a 
story mine and to pu t . i t  on - the end of my 

’ tongue, is to t ty  it on my family, or on a few 
friends.. By telling-it a time or tw o, it becomes 
easy to  recall anti to relate on occasion. Presi­
dent Wilson alw ays tried out his stories on his 
family first, anil if they clicked 'there, he added 
them  to his repertoire. -Put. more light in (he 
sermon and there will be more life in it, top.

Then again, another way in which the sermon 
could' be enriched would he by its being bctlcr 
planned, and more thought out, with an end to 
clearness of thought and expression. Too many 
serm ons ra re  more or less hashed up and not 
thought out. Only a * well planned sermon will 
pan out well. In o rder to be able to  have a  well 
thought ou t sermon, one t h a t 1 will Ite to the 
jmint, that will havj, p u rtd v  power, pith  and per­
suasion is to  a s t  oneself this, “W hat is the pur­
pose of this message.; what do I hope to accom­
plish through’ the help of the Spirit in bringing 
i t ? ” Ho\y .m any sermons have been preached 
beCaufc a. serm on was 'Scheduled to- bp preached 
can never be estim ated, sermons w ithout purpose ,: 
save the purpose to  bring some message of tru th  
for the occasion, hoping th a t good may com e 
therefrom. And oftentimes good docs so come. 
But when a sermon is preached with a definite 
purpose in view, the spirit of the preacher and 
his efforts'arc  keyed in tune to (hat purpose, and . 
as definite praying brings definite results, ■ so - 
does defin ite 'p reach in g  bring definite returns. 
T hat the pcopfe who have to listen woilM ap p re ­
ciate less hash, less rambling by their preachers,, 
g o es1 without saying. T h a t a sermon will be 
richer'.from the hum an side of its make-up, when 
prepared and delivered with more thought and 
purpose also goc-s w ithout saying. And that we 

-owe it. to the Lord, and H is Spirit, who tries to 
help us do o u r jub belter, to  be a t our best, and 
io do  ou r best a t all tim es,: is likewise true.

In o ther words, a  preacher who preaches with 
purpose will be a preachcr who will feel his sub­
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ject anti feel tor his hcarcis., Being full of his 
subject and considering his hearers, he stands 
before them ivith no thought in m ind bu t their 
welfare and their edification. Every word is 

.w eighed, and every thought is presented wilh 
the object of blessing and helping the souls he is 
addressing. W hen 'the  preacher is moved in him ­
self by Ihe message he will bring about a  k in ­
dred reaclion in his hearers as a result. Feeling 

-’pulpits generate feeling pews. Cold pews arc 
the result ‘of cold-hearted, letter-preaching pulpits. 
If every preacher would be careful to enter the ' 
pulpit keyed up for the occasion, fired up with 
the burden df the message for th a t hour, how 
different' would th e  results be therefrom. Think 
it over, brother. ..

Wc would like, l o - a d d 'th a t  nothing helps to 
give purpose to preaching like prayer and holy 
m editation. The praying preachcr will be the 
purposeful preacher. Purpose will be born  in 
prayer, and will grow  in m editation. A nd when ~ 
purpose backs every w ord and action it freights 
them  with power. The devil doesn’t care w hat a 
fellow vreaches, as long as he is purposeless in 
his preaching. He knows th a t the preacher who 
is burdened with :a certain purpose to carry out 
in his preaching is going to be more effective and.

' do m ore damage to  his kingdom th an  the one 
who is m ore or less aimless in his. preaching.

Last, but not least, the capstone o f all methods, 
o f  enriching our sermons, as suggested herein, is 
living a blameless and exemplary life am ong those 
to  whom wc preach from time lo time. M y fa­
ther often saidj “The life of a  minister must be 
above reproach." "He is like a tow n clock—=.if 
wrong, m any others will lie wrong. I t  was said 
of one man who had great ability bu t question- ' 
able m orals,,“I t  is a  shame when he is in the pu l­
pit, th a t he ever con iei o u t; and i t ' i s  a  shame 
th a t when he is ou t of t h e  pulpit he ever gets 
In it again.” T he best of preaching will be 
nullified by unwise or inconsistent acts o r  words 
.on the part o f  the preacher.

T he preacher needs to  feel his own iftessage; 
he has no pastor lo admonish, advise and en tou r­
age h im ; he must prcach to  himself, wjiile preach­
ing to others. If the  gun is heavily loaded there ■ 
will be some "kick” felt by  the one using , the 
gun. T hat th e r L ord does speak to His mes­
sengers through their preaching to  this m ost of 
us can testify . Uncle Buddie said oncc when I 
heard him, th a t when he prcached fie always 
preached with his fingers tow ard the people,

bu t with his th u m b 'p o in tin g  tow ard himself. 
T his is alw ays a good way to  preach, as it never 
sets wolf for a  preachcr lo  get on a  high horse 
and- look down upon the people in a condescend­
ing manner, as though lo  say, "Y ou need tins,
I  do n 't."  i) I t  may be all very true, but nothing- 
is ever, gained thereby. Jesus let the humblest 
sinner feel his compassion and kindness and con­
sideration.

D esiring 'earnestly  to serve God better, and to 
be more effectual in our work as ministers of the 
W ord, let us seek -in' every' w ay  to  m ake our 
calling a more pcrfcct one, so fa r as our feeling 
is concerned. The sharper the axe, the  faster 
the chips will fly, and the sooner the tree will 
fall. As men seek to .excel in earth ly  things, let 
us seek to  excel in heavenly things. There is : 
nothing wrong .in men desiring to  be bette r men 
and better workers, so long as their m otive is for 
the glory of God and  the.sa lva tion  .of souls and 
the advancem ent of the w ork of G od.' T here­
fore as there is plenty of room  at the top, let 
us one and all seek to do better work as preach--

■ fcrs, and wc 'wilt became be tte r prcachers.
. BRADFORD, .PA. ' ,

FINANCES- ' •' . x . •
By W, G. Schurman

A BOUT ihe time the preachers of the Chi­
cago C entral D istrict get th is con tribu ­
tion, they will be very  much interested in 

financial m atters for k  is the dose of the year. 
I t  is a  tim e when m any pastors will be a t- th e ir  
wits* end to know how  to come up lo the D is­
trict- Assembly and report everything paid i n . 
full.. W e used to  hear i t  preached, years ago, 
in .th e  holiness m ovement, th a t when folks got 
the Holy Ghost, the  financial condition of th e  
church would, take care of itself, and we w ould 
n o t have to  resort to suppers, fairs, festivals, 
bazars, pageants, m instrel shows and such like. 
Even no iv we can hear ringing in, o u r cars the  

' “Amens" of the  people as the evangelist w ould 
m ake such a sweeping statem ent, bu t if w hat 
the evangelist said was true, then there m ust be a 
lot uf people who have never received the bap­
tism w ith the Spirit; for we still have our finan­
cial problem s. T his leads me to say. th a t we 
never had any difficulty, in all the years of our 
m inistry, w ith th e  people of the church- un til 
we bore down on the money .question.

The year we raised the mortgage on  the  church



of $13,000 wc had 10 votes for a' change in 
pastor and sincerely, w ithout any bluff, I  think 
I can count Ihe J6 people. W hen the tellers 
read the report of th e  vote, someone stood up 
arid Voted to  m ake it u m m m ous, bill we refused 
to  liu t the question.. We said “No, these peo­
ple have n  right to ask for a change of pastor 
it, they desire,*’ and to my mind, it gives a 
wrong impression to the. public to  say that a 
man is unanimously elected when he is n o t . ' ' i

, iR ecaia o r  P a s to r  

The question o f 'th e  voting on the pastor each 
year has heai (lie occasion.ifor a considcrlble 
am ount of thought on the pa rt of the w riter. ‘ I 
do no t know how m any will agree with me n o w ,; 
ap to w hat I am libout to say, Ijjit, personally, I 
believe th a t nine times nut o f ten, if  not ten 
limes out of ten , the D istrict • Superintendent . 
can send a pastor to  a  church th a t will better fit 
the need 'o( Ihn t congregation than  they can vote 
foi*Mhcmsc)ves. On the other hand , I th ink  our 
system of voting every year is one of great bene-, 
fit, and  th a t is, it is sort of a safety valve, o r 
gives the church the privilege of expressing their 
disapproval of the present adm inistration. I am  
told th a t agitators on the streets of London have 
freedom th a t America knows nothing about. 
Soap-box. orators' stanrf on the corner? and preach ■ 
to hundreds who listen, denouncing the British 
government, bu t the policcmen .never interfere 
with them . "Jo h n  Hull” seems to feel that- if 

1 tfiey can speak out their, m ind w ithout being 
suppressed it sort of relieves them , or a t least 
it gives vent to thctf feelings, and they feel better 
a fte r thqjf tirade on  the g overnm en t.. T o  sup- 

. press it would he, lo have, it break ou t in some 
other, o r worse, form. I. th in k  our system  has 
something of th a t beneficial effect.

. I t .  is interesting to ■ sec the num ber of people 
who will come ou t to a meeting the night they  
are tp  vote on the p asto r who seldom coine any 
o ther timp, and even though they know Hhcy 
can’t  vote him out, they feel a measure o f relief 
in saying a t least, “ Well, w e  did n o t vote lor 
him  anyw ay." Now if the pastor will keep 
religious and no t try  to  m ake ou t th a t everyone, 
who votes against him  is a  backslider, o r a  m an ; 

: who lias lost his religion, bu t w ill,try  to get him  
to co-operate with him  for ano ther year, and 
treat him  ju st the sam e as lie would anyone else, 
he will probably get by. B ut if the p asto r 5s 
small enough to  feel th a t it m ust be an  indica­
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tion of toss o'f grace for anyone to  cast a vote 
against him, and I am .not saying th is m ay riot 
lie so in some cases, he will have learned to have ■

- disciplined himsejf and to exercise his divine love 
fo r Ihe' people who are against, him, and this will 
do ,1dm a world of good. For tw enty  years, wc . 
never had more than three votes cast against us 
,iny time that we can recall, bu t when' it go t up  ■ 
fo around 16 :md IS, we Jiist sold, "N ow  there 
m ust he a  reason." O ur folks believe trem end­
ously in the doctrine,of the second w ork of grace. 
There arc probably a few men w ho w ould ,vo te  
against’ a preacher, for pressing this tru th  on 
the people, bu t th e y  arc few and far between^ 
but i f  you w an t to  stir up opposition in your 
church and disclose the god of Ihe church, you 

'insist that 10c out of every dollar belongs to  
God, and bear down un llie’ fact th a t God never 
minces, matters,- bu t caljs th e  folks who refuse 
to tithe  by their righ t n a m e s-th lev e s  and robbers 
—and believe m e! you are going to . have some 
(rouble- on your hands.

This will, perhaps, wake us up : to whether 
we arc as fearless in preaching an  unpopular; 
tru th , as we are in preaching u tru th ' th a t is 
accepted by all of our people while' perhaps de­
nied by outside folks o r the members of o ther 
churches. In the midst of it, wc m ust no t for- ■ 
get that Jesus, said, “ Love y o u r : enemies, bless 
th em ,th a t curse you, do  good to them th a t hate  
you and pray fo r  them  -which despitefully use 
you and persecute you" (M att. 5:43, 44)'. ‘ In  
the 4£>th and -("th verses. Jesus gives specific com ­
m and against a p asto r dividing his congregation. 
“ For if ye love them  which love you, w hat re­
w ard have ye? do no t even th e  publicans the. 
same. If ye salute y o u r brethren only, w hat do 
ye more than  others? do no t even the publicans 
so?" Surely th e  implication here is th a t 'w e  are 
to love th e  folks who do no t love us, and prove 
to them  the tru th  of the doctrine-w c preach.
. Personally, ive do no t. pay  much a ttention to'._ 
the quantity  of votes th a t arc ag a in s t ' us but. 
rather the quality. 1 have heard  pastors say th a t '! 
they p u f  ou t a  fleece like this—“ Unless I  get 
a unanim ous call back, I .  will no t Accept.”  T hat 
is no t fair to the people who pay and pray ,"and  1 
have petitioned you to  remain; W hy should you 
or 1, my dear pastor, be affected by forty  or fifty. . 
folks if th a t forty  o r fifty represent people' who 

. seldom ever come to a  Wednesday night prayer- 
mccling except to  v o te  against the pastor, or 
give practically nothing to  support the church, or
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w h o , in the. last analysis, da not represent the 
l if e .o f  the d m rd i, if hundreds of o th rrs who 
pray and pay and petition you by their votes 

.to. remain, desire you to continue.

W c m ust1 not be too tiiin-skinncd over this 
voting business. On (lie o lher hand, if hall :t 
dozrn men, who finance the church, -"ire cp.neernud 

•for her spiritual welfare, and feel that a change, 
is desirable, I think the pastor should listen; and 
his resignation be actuated  by th e 'd e s ire  and 
wish nf such. T hink this over now for yourself 
and see if I am not right.

Someone recently said to 'm e  that tl/ey thought 
it spoke well for me to  be continued a3 'p a s to r  

-o f .  First church, Chicago, for fourteen years, ' t  
‘ remarked- (hat “Why is it w e  alw ays seem- to 

give th e  pastor credit and havb little to say 
about the * church ?"-■ How aboiit the  church 
keeping me for fourteen years? And this leads 
me to s a y ' th a t  First church, Chicago, is the 

. easiest church to  serve in nlany ways, I believe, 
in ou r whole cons tit ut'iicy. No better set of 
folks ever lived, and any. preacher th a t could 
not get along with the. “ powers that be" a t  First 
church, C hicago ,-I do not th in k 'c o u ld  succeed 
any pkce. 1 have o b ;erved this, and I want 
every preacher to  watch and see if I am  not 
right— th a t the church th a t loves its pastor and 
stands by hijji, every o ther, problem seems to 
ad just • itself, and flic cimrch th a t d o e s 'n o t co-' 
operate with its pastor lias lillie chance'bE growth 
o r of having a place in the sun. Too frequent 
changes are not -good for any society, J care not 
w hat denom ination it m ay be. 1 know’ there 
is danger of a pastor wearing, owl his usefulness 
and staying too long, bu t there is ten thousand 
times more- danger of the c liurd i, in th is restless 
d a y  in which we live, desiring a change before 
God w ants a change.. Here is where Israel made 
her great mistake. Sam uel's sons were not o f the 
caliber of Sam uel, Therefore* instead of the folks 
pleading with the Lord about it, they asked a 
king like o ther nations. God gave them  their 
desire but they paid for it as Israclitish history 
plainly declares.:

T w o  K in d s  o f  F a sto 'ks

I W as talking with a  preacher recently and 
wc discussed the virtues of' pastoral visitation. 
He said there were tw o kinds of preachers; one

■ who did little if any pastoral, work bu t pu t his 
time in on Itis books, arid then when he went 
in to  the pulpit folks m ade a path  ' to his door.

He said the o ther type of prenchcr was the  man 
who was not a great pulpiteer bu t w as a great 
pastor, visiting his' people, entering into th ’cir 
jiiys . and sorrow s, becoming a part of (heir 
iifi* and a ttrac ting  peo p le 'to  his services because 
of the sym pathetic nature he possessed. , He 

•said th a t both men could be successful. W e.
■ discussed it a t.considerable length, and I came to 

this ' c o n d itio n —that it was certainly, a  very 
comnicmtable, am bition t o .b e  able to  a ttrac t 
strangers to  our services and b e 'w illin g  to pay. 
the price by close a tten tion  to study and prayer, 

,a»d. then risked him  if I were right in my theor­
izing, that the need, of the Church of the Naza- 
rcne was nut prim arily great pulpiteers, but great 
pastors. . . . .

He was a prom inent man in our movem ent, 
and had occasion and opportunity  to study the 
w orth qf a pastor, and he-said  th a t in .his \can - ' 
did opinion, even if some men could be great 
■preachers, he believed th a t our: w ork would 
profit more by h av ing .a  larger nnniber of^ Rrcat 
pastors than  a greater num ber of pulpiteers, and 
then illustrated by some men who were not pre- 
em inently : g’reft preachers, but kept the pews full 
and the budgets-paid  and the church harm oni­
ous because they loved their people and visiied 
them  frequently, and were real pastors. P er­
sonally, ] thjhk he is righ t' I know  th a t when 
w e 'tak e  On a .visiting streak and m ake, eight or -' 
ten calls a day on people who b;ive not been 
habitually, attending .the- services, three-fourlhs 
of them -w ill b e 'o u t - to  the next prayermceting- 
o r-the  next Sunday service. In fact, I am going 
to 'm a k e  that the great tfork  of my m inistry this 
year. I am  planning to drop a lo t o f . detail 
work and put m y-tim e in on visiting, not only 
our own membership but hiem bcrs of th e  congre­
gation, and people w h o se  addresses a r c J given 
me to follow Up'. J  hope to  give F irst church, 
Chicago, one whole year of conscientious pas­
to ral visitation, and sec w hat it will bring., I 
think I can do that. 1 am  equally confident 1 
can never make' a great preacher. Therefore, 
m y only hope is th a t I m ay possibly succeed in 
being, if not a preat pastor, a tru e  shepherd of 
th e  sheep.

■ I am convinccd in my ow n m ind th a t S iU h  is 
icontinually' setting trap s-fo r the unw ary  feet of 
a pastor that he m ay involve him. and  get him 
implicated in something th a t will take  up his 
time, a ttention  and strength th a t  should be dc-



voted to shepherding 'the sheep. Ju s t  recently I  cation? No preacher who has been honored with
H'/i-s approached by a koo<1 m an who wanted to  the sacred calling of the ministry has any spare
interest me in an  investm ent tSiat was guaranteed time for anything  else. He has no business to

• to : p » y < pcrha |«  1,000 per cent within a  year. ‘ be "indulging in anything on llie side th a t eats
Seriously, brethren, I am  surprised th a t any of Up his energy, wear; ou t h isibody , and tires his
mir ministers in ihis day and -age o[ the world, mind. The Church o i; Jesus C hrist challenges the
tmjJd be led. aw ay captive by any scheme th a t physical,'m ental and spiritual in every man. To

'would dem and , investm ent o f  -m oney or time in win souls for Je sus .C hrist, se t tliem saved from
any secular enterprise*-no- m atter how .promising,. • .sin' a n d  fitted for heaven is a. task th a t angels
ni)d Kivc bis tim e to .'the prom oting of th a t enter- . m ight - well covet -if they could successfully carry
prise when he should be devoting his interests on such a  work, bu t only m an can do it. I t

' lo 'Ihe church o l -jesus Christ: ■ lakes 3 real m an, a consecrated m an, and all there
• \ ’ears a g o ,w h e n  I was a young man, the hi- *s ° f  a  *nan sucyccd. in th is, great work,

cycle craze struck the  country in which I was liv- ■ I am  alw ays fearful when new propositions
ins. The older pastors, perhaps, 'will recall th a t and wonderful investm ents a rc  offered or pa r- -
the first bicycle came ou t W ith a hard rubber tire. tic ipatcd.in  by the m inistry. -'I have seen so m any
T hat was. followed by what was known as..-a make "shipwreck of their,, usefulness, a n d 'a la s  1
p n eu m atic : tire. The R am bler bicycle came ou t sometimes, 1 fear make shipw rcik  of tlieir souls!
with an  inner tube, like wc n o w 'h a v e  on, auto- Will we ever learn th a t the m inistry whom God
mobiles, and a clincher t ire ,.a .  device similar to  has calhjd, and upon whom holy men have laid
w hat we now have on the autom obile. ' The hands,, has no o ther job bu t to keep folks out
forem an in our shoe factory a t Nashua, N.- H ., of hell, and fit folks for heaven? I  do^ not
beciijne an  agen t for the  Ram bler bicycle, and know  what Prcsbytcrianism , M ethodism , Congre-

' was so carried away w ith it,, and  d e v o te d  so paternalism, and o ther religious bodies have
. much tim e to' it,/ex p la in in g  it lo  prospective met with along th is line, b u t I  have lived long
customers, th a t W. 1). Bracket, the owner of the enough to see the wreckage in the holiness rnovc-

• factory, for. whom -I worked, went to  him, p e r - . inent causetj by the Stratton . R otating  Engine,
. sonaliy, and said som ethin);'.like tliis^ -‘'W.e ap--' Rolling M ill -Stock, Florida . L and Deals, P u re ;

p red ate  your ability , as a Shoemaker, .and, as W ater propositions, Glarc-shicld fortune m aters,
foreman of our m aking room, you have given and such like to give me the shakes every  time
good service; Wc like your w ork , bu t wc do I la-ar a- .m inister' of the  gospel, p ro m o tin g . o r a
not feet that any man is big enough to  devote • Christian" w orker show ing -interest in such schcmcs.
a n y  of his. tim e to  the p rom otion 'o f the Ram bler I believe few, if any , have been purposely dis-
bicycte and give us w hat we dem and of a fore- honest, bu t I do know th a t hundreds and thou-
m an. Therefore we have come to the conclusion sands of dollars have been - worse than  wasted
th a t you will either have to sever your connec* by men whose only thoughtj probably, was to
toin w ith Ibis firm, o r give up  your interest in get money to  prom ote the cause of holiness, but
prom oting the bicycle.” M r. C o rn in g /fo r  th a t instead o f helping tlic cause, have m aterially, hin-
was his name, came down to the machine .where dered it io r  years to  come.
[ was working and told me w h a t they  had said Brethren, wc beg of you, i f  .anyone comes to  
to  b im .‘ He ^aid  he believed lie could run the y 0U with some scheme to  Invest your ' Ward­
room  and give .perfcct satisfaction, and a t  the earned m oney with Ihe promise of quick returns, 
same time, tlevotc some o f his mcchanical ability  consult the bank where you do business as to  the 
to the jteiv style bicycle, b u t he said, "Though advisability of investm ent. Keep aw ay from  
I hate to give it up, I am .convinccd th a t they it as you would a  contagion. I  am  so sure it is 
a re  right, and while it makes me mad, I  am  tlic devil's schcmc to  rob you not only o f your 
going to  drop  the R am bler agency and devote . money; but your peace of mind, and perhaps 
m y whole tim e to  the factory. In  the last your faith in the religion of Jesus Christ, as I  
analysis; they have a right to dem and this for I  am th a t i am  w riting this. A close observer will 
am working for them  an il.th ey  have a right to n0(e th u t no one m an is successful in prom oting 
my tim e and my ability ." the cause of holiness, and a t the same tim e, pr<)- 

' Now, I am  sure, brother, you can see the phil- m oling some “ get-rich-quick" scheme, T hey just
■ osophy of th is argum ent. Can. I make my appli- d o n 't go together.

(23) ' . -
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THE PASTOR AS A PASTOR

SU R ELY  this caption Ms suggestive of sUb- 
lime things. If an angel were to  w rite on 
th e  theme “The Angel as an Angel” fir a 

m is s io n a ry  o n  “ The M iss io n a ry  a s  a" M is s io n a ry ,"
■ undoubtedly both themes would give a vision .of 

startling  interest. No calling, w hether it finds 
its licld of enactm ent nit the earth or In heaved, 
transcends in its-privilege .'Hid responsibility the 
God authorized office of the Christian pastor. ' 

T he w o rd .p a s to r  is derived 'from  (he Latin 
word ' pascrre', pastum , meanmg to pasture, to 
feed. In  . its pripiary significance it means a 
shepherd, one who has the care ol flocks or 
herds, a guardian or keeper., Perhaps the pastoral 
officejiever presented just tlic aspects tiia t it dOes 
today, in that this holy office has noL been im ­
m une from  the detrim ental changes th a t have ' 
stricken the.church  generally. H a d  we' a s.N aza- : 
rene pastors been upon the  field a half ccntury 
or more ago, we doubtless .would have-found  a 
greater sim ilarity between our' labor. and that 
of other communions, tliiin exists today. Now,- 
a pastoral m il outside of our denom ination, does 
not necessarily imply; that the minister shall pray 
before he leaves the home, while in the old days 
the habit may have been common, preachers of 
liible iloctrine and a sound gospel were num er­
ous in all denominations. Com petition of a 
proper character for the real pastor was proli- . 
ably never m ore lim ited than it is today.

In reading the scriptural admonitiiin of S t.. 
P a u l to T itus concerning an elder o r  care-taker, 
of' souls,’'o n e  gets the idea th a t  the apostle 
prim arily  places a prem ium  not upon pastoral 
m ethods or pleasing personality, b u t pre-em ­
inently upon the real character of the one who 
aspired to th is.holy  office. He says first he must 
be blameless, that is, his ■ conduct, and deport­
m ent, ;as a C h ris tia n ; m ust b t  above m erited , 
censure or reproach, again he must be the hus­
band of. one wife, A third dem and is th a t the 
real pastor m ust have faithful 'ch ildren , where 
even the accusation of being»unruly cannot b e .  
justly  placed against the offspring of the parson­
age. T his will . ofttim es mean a p roper dis- 
pcnsatioij of pray'cr and hickory, the com bination 
th a t Eli the priest failed to  use in his household 
and consctiiiently the  harvest , in his boys was a 

' sad' one. Then again the pastor is warned by tlio, 
apostle not to  insist ,oV  having his own w ay 
(not self-w illed). He m ust be a holy m an, a -  

.hospitable person, and one who is tem perate.
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St. Paul again emphasizes to the young prcacher 
T im othy t.haJ a bishop or pastor must rule his 
own house well, “haying his children in subjee- - 

't io n  -with all g rav ity ’' for, he says, " If  a man 
know not how t^  rule his own house how shall 
lie take care of the church of G od?” Doubtless 

. the keeping of this adm onition has been a  real ' 
as:-et in many a pastor’s life and failure here 
in the priijHT-di.-irJpline of a pastor's children has 

i paved th e  way for failure in the pastorate.-
The proper kind of -a pastor will doubtless be 

. pre-em inent as the ideal of his imm ediate family, 
anil should tiiis not be so? H ow  well 'w c  re­
m ember as a young married- man when caring 

■tor the household of our' own pasto r in the a b ­
sence of himself - and vi'ife, to  hear the eldest 
daughter rem ark on a Sabbath, “ I would ra ther 
hear m y ‘fa th e r preach th ism o rn in g  than  a n y o n e "
I jin o w ."  W hile in parsonage precihds, prestige, 
popularity  and 'discipline should prevail, should 
there not be an  equal respect in the com m unity 
an d  realm o f everyday living, fo r the pastor. 
Care must be taken about finances and for a 
pastor to fall down here opens a just avenue of 
criticism th a t no am ount of good preaching in 
the pulpit can o ffse t.. The proper pastor will be 
an example to  his flock in .carefulness in financial 
m atters th a t will not tend to ruin his'influence; 
Again he will be a leader in liberality to his local 

.church , never asking his people for a brand of 
ftivin# that he does not f i r s t ' dem onstrate' h im - : 
self. If. he expects his church to bring, their 
tithe in to  the church” what right has a pasto r', 
to  spread his Lord’s tenth all over creation? 
T here is another feature of pastoral life, that 
may be w orthy our notice, a n d r th a t is the 
m atte r of abscnce o f the pastor from  p a s to ra l . 
duties fo r any lengthy period.'’ Surely the church 
■is considerate th a t will grant a pastor a full 
m onth’s vacation fj-om his church and in supply-

■ ing his pulpit- while he fa absen t; they have 
reached the acmc in church courtesy, bu t for a 
pastor to  extend an absence from a church to. 
m ore than  one m onth, is n o t this, my brethren, ■ 
tem pting fa te?  Of course Moses was aw ay from 
his flock of ancient Israelites nearly seven ivccks 
but he was no t aw ay for his own pleasure, not . 
holding a m eeting fo r some neighboring parish,

- yet as noble as were his purposes an d  even leav­
ing his associate pasto r in charge, he found the 
whole outfit woefully backslidden when lie carac 
down off the m ount and developing difficulties in 
an Orphaned congregation - run  p re tty  trtfc ‘ to
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form today-w ljen  the pastor is absent too long. 
"A helpful book upon the  subject of the pastor 15 
th a t honk by  Hishop Quayle of the M ethodist-: 
church entitled, “The Pastor-Preacher.” .He 
m a g n ify  that open door. o[ possible pastoral 
success by saying “ th a t part of a  preacher's 
m otto may b?’ ‘study,’ hut ■■another part of J hat 
toil musi be Ihe m otto  'v isit.' " No man can be 
too busy to visit and -when a man says that he 
is, he is possibly “fooling his brains with his 
m outh." D r. Cuyler tersely says “ After, all, the 
chief power of a .Christian minister is heart 

>power.” ,llAnd when wc have grappled the affec­
tions of our people to  us, they, will bear any 
am ount of close, searching tru th , and rebuke of 
Ih rir personal sins WithouL f l i n c h i n g T h i s  cmi- . 
neiit preacher tells how ,he once opened a pu lp it, 
broadside against a certain sin which would have 
inevitably.' driven a certain pewholder outside 
the doors, if he had not previously pot a strong 
hold-,on him' by pastoral a ttention  in lime, of 
trouble. ' ‘Conseicne'c,” says Dr. C„ "often re-, 
(litires a plain-spoken m inister of God to .p u t-a  
severe strain on the let her th a t binds him to his 
pastorate; a t such times it is 3  happy th in g .fo r 
him if Ihat (ether is securely fastened to a  hun­
dred or more family a ltars and firesides,11 A cer­
tain  member of Robert M cCheyne's church spoke 
of his old pastor with the1 deepest love and rev­
erence but the chjef thing th a t he remembered 
a fte r forty-six years was that McChei’ne, a  few 
days before his death, met him bn th e .1 street and 
said to him  kindly, “Jim m y, I hope it is well 
w ith your soul." “ IIow  is your sick sister? I 
am. coming to see her again .shortly.” T hat sen­
tence or two had grappled a church member.’ lo 
his pastor for over forty-tw o years. : .

"Pastoral w ork,” says Dr, Cuyler “ Is' a. thing 
to be Kfarned'by practice, just like m aking a ha t 
o r  conduct in/; a law suit. Hooks will no t help you 
mucli, but a  genuine heart love for C hrist and a 
personal sym pathy with hum an souls will' make 
you successful, If  you do no t have these tw o ; 
essentials you have m istaken your calling and had 
better get out of the m inistry.” - 

Dr.. Cuyler spent fo rty -four years in the m in­
istry , th irty  of these being spent as pastor of 
L afayette Avenue, church, Brooklyn, and , the 
valedictory message th a t  he gave th a t church' 
upon his resignation is one o t the m osl touching 
things in pastoral literature^ " .

liishop Quayle in his treatise, "T he Trivialities 
of Preacher’s'; C raft,"  introduces a num ber t of

paragraphs under this heading.! He says "H e, '  
the paslor must be absolutely on tim e a t his ap ­
point ments, never behind tim e, he ' m ust be 
as/accurate  in his schedule as a fast malt train , 
lo be dilatory, ju s t a little lale, is an unforgivable . 
misdemeanor in a m inister.” “ Many."a m inister” 
fay s-th e  bishop, “make? a ’gross mistake in the 
selection of h y m n s 'fo r  his Sabbath service. No 
congregation will estim ate the hym ns a hove the 

-..estimation..which their pastor places upon them .
If he gives no t weight to  this .beautiful section 
of .the Lord’s day program  neither will they." 
The true shepherd o t-a -f lo ck 'w ill .preach to  the 
people but never a t  them . The . bishop, tells of 
one minister, who said he did preach, bu t in real­
ity  he  .tbuM'd the  people, l ie  'would have been 
a better man had lie not been in the m inistry be- 

Y.iu:.c lie would have been hamm ered in to  being 
a gentlenian had he not been protected by  h is;

. calling. Any preacher can catch the cheap cbecr 
by being ungentlemanly tow ard  those who pay 
him his salary and the cheap hanger-on will greet 
the preacher w ith,-"W ell, this city has one m an ' 
who is not afraid lo speak the tru th ."  A m an . 
can say . anything from the pulpit which should 
lie 'sa id  for the guidance and enlargement of his . 
members and speak w ith a kindness of heart 
which betokens the  v itr io l’be has for .miscellane­
ous use. There is much th a t is interesting in  th o -

• charge given by Jesus to Peter as Jie questioned 
the fidelity1 o f  (his impassioned follower; to  
Himself. Peter m ay hayc seemed more in his 
element as-a wavc-w alkcr o r  a sivord m anipulator 
bu t the ca lling ,tha t, C hrist gave him which was; 
to  evidence h is  love for. the M aster, was th a t of 
a pastor o r feeder of.sheep.

W here is the sight more splendid than  the  
picture of a  conlonted Hock led and  fed by a 
skilful shepherd. David magnified the office of 
a tvaI.pasto r in his Shepherd psalm as he spoke 
of the satisfied sheep’, of the green pastures, o t ' 
the  still waters, of - th e  a b se n c c o f  evil, of the 

' prepared table, of the anointed head and the 
cup that runneth over. To be a  dispenser and 
provider of such a spiritual m en ti.as this is the 
(!od-gtvcn prerogative of every real under-, 
shepherd. An eminent paslor w riting upon the 

. subject, ‘‘Preaching or Preacher," says, "A  
preacher is to give himself, ’ He is here for the 
enridim enl o! th e  world, A man is an estate; 
and a t  death  should any of the estate be left on 
hand the m an is by so much a failure. Tlic a n ­
gel a t (he gales 0 /  life will make this inquiry of
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every comer, “ Did you spend all yotjr ■estate?” 
■And blessed if the man who can answer, " I  have 
no th ing  left.” Jesus had notliinjr left. E m pty  as 
a drained ca?lf,’:this is C hrist’s program  for. life,, 
not to  hunt ease blit to hunt travail, not to 
count costs bu t to  boldly venture all. W hat 
about preaching? T he ivord “preach" was un-; 
used' before C hrist came along the  road and had 
stopped to .'tell h is 's to ry  to mankind. Is preach- . 
ins; the a rt of making a sermon and delivering; it?  
No, -lJi.it is not preaching. Preaching is th e  
a rt of making a preacher and delivering that. A 

. cim nins mosaic o f ' varied truths,' pu t to g e th e r ; . 
is this a sermon ? Xn, preachim; i s th e  ouSrush of 
the soul in speech, therefore the .elemental busi- 

, ness in preaching is 'n o t, w ith the preaching, bu t 
w ith , the prcadtfr. T here is little trouble to 
preach if only there  lie a preacher. 1 Prraehfr-ing 
not .preaching is ihc [ask. ' . ■ ■ .

, T h e-w orld  of people i s ‘not much concerned 
in diacritical marks, The little shibboleths over 
which sonic m ake so much, they care-lor little, or 
nothing a t  all bu t God, where H e is a n d  what 
H e is, and mail, and w hether God and man meet 
and aid the soul in its struggles. These.big things .. 
men do «::ire about. Their- hunger, prods them 
tow ard  the Infinite. God’s m uscular arm , stark 
naked, han d  pierced and open, u n a fra id ; rind 
eager, and tow ard such art arm  mc.ti will grop.; 
in their ni>;hl and . battle  ■■ in their day. The ■ 
preachcr th a t-sh o w s that, his preaching will be 
nn apocalypse. ■ '

Perhaps one of th e  greatest failure,1! in our. 
lives as pastors, if there be failure anywhere, is 
failure in our devotional or prayer life. An oft- 
quoted statem ent tells us th a t . Luther, the b u sy  
reform er, spent three hours a day  in the closet 
of*prayer. 'D oubtless here was the great secret 
of his success and the pre-em inent reason why his 
nam e has gone down in h isto ry 'as  a chosen vessel,' 
sanctified and - meet /o r the M aster’s use in his 

. day and generation.,
Spurgeon says, "Of-course the preachcr is'above 

all others distinguished, -a s : a man of p rayer.”  
He prays more than ordinary  Christians, else Jie 

■js disqualified for tihc office he Jias undertaken.
If a preacher become lax in sacred devotion, not 
only Will he need to be pitied bu t his people also.

" The pastor as a pastor." N o t th e  pasto r as, 
a preacher simply, o r  an/organizer, a  mere ad ­
m inistrator of cliurch affairs; his office may in ­
clude all these activities, yet pre-eminence on any 
one or more of them  may not enable-him. to  meet
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God's ideal for him  as a p as to r,n e ith e r does their 
sum" to ta l''sp e ll ' success as a sc rip tu ra l. under- 
'shephenl of the; Lord. ■- . ;

“Tile pastor as a pastor.” What an objective, 
involving not*, prim arily  personal, success in the 
office, hut hel[h'ntc (o refmlale as no n th rr call hit;, 
the tem p o ra l-an d  eternal welfare of imm ortal 
sun ]? .' Presidents and potentates of . n a tio n s 'in  
their exalted offices may deal with the secular 

\ ' t h d  tc-iiijmr.il affairs of hum anity, jfoinjt d o w n  in 
history as the rhanipions of W orld  causes a n d  
iiccasions, but the  Christian; pastor faithfully fu l­
filling  the dem ands of his office is not dealing, in 
mere tem poralities but, in the .affairs affecting 
souls for weal or woe, hell o r.. heaven, eternal \ 
linht i j r  eternal ni^ht,

O brethren, may we magnify this office of a 
pastor, not by'.acquiescence to  book' standard.1! or 
hil'li'^pun theuries of the calling, bu t by the con- 

.yincing argum ent of everyday efficiency until our. 
parii-ties and people. will rejoice that o u r life-' 
activities ever led ii-S their way and the eventual 
-approbation, of our Lord and great Over-Shep,- 
lierd in the final accounting day when God takes 
us. iirtnie to  Himself.

* f u i f c j e  u m j  Iji w i t h o u t  t h r  « u t h o r ' »
n tm io  . i t t t u c h m l i— E d i t o r .' i  •

; M A GAZINE

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANGES 
AND SUGGESTIONS

•5 . .fly- D. S i tu p Y  CoHir.tr. '

PLANNING A PREACHING PROGRAM

“N o w ,/w h a t shall I preach next Sunday ?" has 
been asked repeatedly by some pastors who have 
not learned Die advantage of .-planning1 -a p re ac h -1 
inn program . .They know  there, will lie two more 
sermons ex[iccfed from them, that is, unless some 
visiting preacher should happen to come along, 
if so he will no doubt fill the pulpit. W ith wlial 
results arc m ethods of this nature followed? 
Usually the pastor preaches within a limited sphere 
of- sermonic m aterial, the congregation is not led 
to broader thinking and to deeper spiritual tru ths, 

,and w ithin-a few years the pastor is looking for 
ano ther church. N o pastor c a n g ro w  materially 
in his own m ind and heart who follows this h ap ­
hazard plan.

T h e , pastor 'should establish goals for his 
preaching program Jfisl the same .is other enter­
prising leaders fet goals for accomplishment .in.



T H E 'p r e a c h e r ';■ I . ‘ I

ifieir'Him of. work. ..“ Hut,” one argue?, ^‘1 must 
. Jj-jwjmJ upon  the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
for my passage.” . All trtic ministers o f  the gos­
pel must do the same, we arc shorn of 'our 
power entirely imlesiS otir messages are iirjictl ami 
indicted liy the Spirit:- Tiut it is als’o true  that 
tin*. Holy Spirit 1* dependent upon the capacity oi 
the vessel which he must use. The (ftm/iinff and 
(ib.-erving pasl«r ivill be more greatly of 
Ihe Spirit than  the-one who itllv waits until the 
lust days of tlie week to seek Him for a message 
[or ^Sunday morning, o r  for Sunday evening, 
.Also-il is true lhal Spirit leadership, need not be 

.confined lo the week before the message is to be 
preached. Tlu* greatest desire of God through the 
Spirit is lo lead-H is children on in .spiritual puft 
suit.*, b iw e  lie  can assist the>pastor in the p re p ­
aration  of .an 'extended preaching /p rogram . He 
knows the needs,. He knows the pastor’s Capacity; 
He 'can lead ttp lo a ivowierfu! climax of achieve­
ment over a period of m onths if -the pastor is 
willing lo 'w a it ;before Him to get. His pattern  for 
the xvnrk lo be done. God w h o  fjave Moses the  
pattern  for (he tabernacle while up in the mourn 
lain, is >lil! able lo give His chosen leaders the 
pattern  for l lis  church in d a y ;•

A rfanR inB  the . Program  v
Tlie pastor should spend' nmclv time in prayer 

.beseeching God to give (o him t-he wisdom neces-.. 
sary, and to direct h is 'th o u g h t in the arrange- 
.m ent of a preaching program . Seek definitely 
the leadership of ihe Holy Spirit in . the whole 

. m atlcr. Then proceed to ’ arrange a program  for.
' .in • e n tire ,  yea*. This is done by m any of the
■ most successful pastors in th e  .c h u rc h  ..w orld .’ G e l 

a calendar and m ark down the S u n d ay s 'o f  the 
m onths by dates. : M ake space fo r both morning 
a r id  ev'eniriji themes for each Sunday, If rev iy iil 
meetings arc p re v io u s ly  arranged for m ark nut 
this timo on your calendar. M ark out. the .'time 
for vacation, district assemblies, or other days 
on w h ic h  you m ay reasonably expect lo  be 
absent from (lie pulpit. Then arrange for

■ Special Days
T here are num erous days on which the pastor 

should preach on special or appropriate  themes. 
Tlie.-sc should be noted on this calendar. These 
a re : New Y ear’s S un d ay ; E asie r; M o th er 's 'I iay , 
the second Sunday in M ay ; Pentecost, the sev­
enth Sunday after E aste r; Children’s day, usu- 
ally the first Sunday in Ju n e ; Hfilly day, usually 
the. first Sunday in O ctober; Thanksgiving Sun­

day, tile Sunday before the last T hursday of 
Novembffr; Dible Sunday, usually the first Sun­
day in December; and Christm as Sunday. There 
are also different patriotic events which may 
e e m  as a means for emphasis for themes which 
are necessary: the birthdays of great leaders 
such as, W ashington, Lincoln, etc.; Independence 
day, Memorial day, Armistice day. Or. if a labor 
rnes.;agi- is thought advisable the Sunday pre­
ceding Labor day—the first M onday in Sep- 

’tcm bcr—serves as an1 excellent opportunity  to  
emphasize Ib is 'them e. ’

■ Communion Service*
It is Ihe requ ircm en t'tha t all Naziirene minis­

ters observe the Aacrament of the L ord’s Supper 
at least OHt'e each quarter.-'-It is by fa r the better 
rule to establish a certain Sunday in Ihe quarter 
when this sacram ent will, be ubscrved and to 
place this on your preaching calendar. I t  may 
be placed as tlic first Sunday in the second 
month ot the quarter, or a t any 'appropriate time. ■

Missionary Services
Some ot our most succfcssful pastors follow 

the plan of having regular missionary services 
at which tim e they preach on missionary themes. 
Occasionally a missionary speaker is brought in 

: fn'r lh a t service, . bu t it' has been found m ore 
advantageous lo. have the pastor, emphasize th is ' 
theme. The impression■ pntJicral by (he congre-

■ g.ition is that tlic pastor is vitally interested, 
sufficiently to prepare messages on the theme, so 
they .assum e tlic congregation should also be in - ' 
lerested) Some successful pastors preach a mis- 
=ion,ary message -once each m onth, others twice 
in a quarter w hich  is about once in six weeks, 
and lo others a quarterly missionary message 
scents to be sufficient. A pastor m ay .gather val* 
liable data for these missionary messages from 
such magazines as Tlie Missionary Review o t  the 
W orld, The Other Sheep, and from  special m is­
sionary books; such books as ‘'The Desire of AH 
.'Nations,” by Sm ith; and "T he Preacher and H is 
Missionary Message," by Corey. O ther books 
riny  be found in your local public library, o r 
may be suggested .by your Foreign 'M issionary  
Departm ent. The pastor iri arranging his preach­
ing program ' should determ ine how nfttny of 
these m issionary messages be desires to  preach 
each year; and place th e m ' a t suitable places on 
his calendar. I t  will be profitable to  have one 
or raorc Hom e Mission messages among  these jn-
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stead of devoting the entire scries tofi Foreign 
Missions. A ttrac tiv e ’themes' tvill be gathered as 
a pastor studies along these lines. • '*•,

Stowardiliip.Tlicme* 1
The General Stew ardship Com mittee of Ihe 

Church of the Nazarene especially asks th a t Feb­
ruary  be emphasized as Stewardship M onth. 
W hether each Sunday is devoted to the theme 
of .“Stew ardship" or not, it is well for the pastor 
to give sam e  tim e to  this vital and necessary 
element in C hristian living. Different-suggestions 
m ay  be gathered from m aterial issued from head­
quarters or from hooks which may be purchased. 
A list of these will be furnished on request from 
your' Publishing House.

By

Expository M c m g u  ■
arranging a 'program  of this na tu re  the

. pastor can suitably plan for. different ■ series of 
expository sermons. There is .nothing that will 
interest your congregation m the Itible m ore Ihnn 
expository ; preaching. Perhaps it- will he well 
to  plan fo r-th re e  scries of expository message;!' 
during the year. Take tw o 'b o o k s from the  New 
Testam ent and one from the old Testam ent from 
which to  develop these messages. These exposi­
tory, messages need not give in detail the message 
of these books, bu t may rrfther give a brief 
sum m ary of certain sections of the book which 
m ay serve as an  incentive .to have your listeners 
study the book. Wc .suggest a  book entitled, ’ 
“H ow  to .Prepare 'an Expository Serm on/.’ by 
Kno'tt, as a valuable aid  in a series of this kind. 
There is no type of preaching which w ill'enable, 
a pastor to  grow in his own knowledge of the 
Bible better than expository preaching, and the. 
pastor who doc^ more of thjs type of preaching 
can usually stay  longer and have a  morfi success­
ful m inistry th an  the one who ignores it.

Special'Series of Sermon*
M any pastors have found their m inistry p’rof- 

itable when they- h a v e ' preached special series'

ter. Some pastors have preached on the doc­
trinal statem ents given in. the church manual. ; 
W hen this is dune it is wise to divide these doc­
trines into sections, giving them  a section a t a 
time. Others haVe profitably taken some of these 
doctrines and prc.lcJicd a .scries on one doctrine; 
the doctrine.of “ E ntire  fianctificalion o r Holiness" : 
has been used in (his way. ■ Also some have 
-preached a special, scries on the Holy Spirit, o r 
.a 'sub ject such as “The Spirit-filled L ife” may be' 
u-ed for a' scries along this line. O thers have 
preached on special Lenten themes, o r series of; 
mefsages on the cross just preceding the E aster 
time. No doubt it is wise not to  have too 
m any of these scries in one year's preaching pro­
gram. In th e  preparation  of a scries' of .this type 
it is u’ell to secure several books w h ic h . in a 
general .way deal w ith the themes to  be presented 
and st ltd j ' -these. C a th e y  y o u r subjects which 
you 'w ish  to prcach upon ami then gather yuur 
n,iaterial from  your reading, yoiir experience 
and from y o u r . knowledge of the’ needs of your 
congregation. . ’ L

| Evangelistic Mcmagci
M ost successful pastors follow the idea of 

preaching especially for the edification ‘of. (he peo­
ple in the m orning messages a n d .th a t ot evangel­
ism in the evening services. N o. church w i l l  de­
velop a deep devotional tone whefe the messages 
are all intensely 'evangelistic in nature. N or will 
Ihe pastor be able to stay  for an extended period 
of m inistry if he confines his preaching to strictly 
intem ivc evangelistic lines, . There is a  sense in 
which all his ministry must be evangelical, but 
not intensely evangelistic, In the preparing of - 
a preaching program  for a year perhaps it will be 
welt ju s t - to  write “ Evangelistic" fo r m any of 
the, night, services, defending upon the imme­
diate occasion to furnish you the them e and mes- ’ 
sage. ..llu t in the m ajority of, cases you m ight 
insert some special theme to be- emphasised. 
Some pastors have found it very profitable to 
prcach on IHble characters in these cvangelisti1; 
services. There is nothing which gives better

of messages; ' There a^e a variety  of- different opportunity  to locate people in their needs than
themes which m ay be emphasized in this manner. 
Special doctrinal subjects may be developed in a 
series and at tim es m ay create unusual’ interest 
on the pa rt of the m embership of your church. 
One thing must be avoided in preparing, a scrfcs

prcaching sermons on biblical characters. Any ■ 
preacher interested in a  scries of evangelistic scrv- 
ices of this ty p e 'w ill find num erous ;boofcs pub­
lished dri Bible characters. M any  of ihem  are 
now found in the various “ Dpliar L ibraries," A

ot sermons, tl]at is, do no t make your series too series of several messages on "T he Second Com-- 
lengthy. Usually, no more than connected ing” serves well for evangelistic purposes. .These 
messages should be given, three o r four are bet- ' messages may bq divided in to ; "Signs of th e .

\ .  ' ' .  ’’ : (2 8 ) ' .
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Tim es"; "Facts of C hrist’s Com ing"; "T he N a­
ture of His Coining11; and “ Preparation fo ^ H is  
Coming.” A nother interesting scries can be 
arranged by taking a  few pf the parables of 
nttr Lord. Num erous parables lend themselves 
to an evangelistic message. Some have preadied 
a series of evangelistic services from the differ­
ent conversation-} Jesus had witli individuals, such 
as, with Nicqdcmus, with the woman of Sam aria, 
with Zacchiciis, and w ith Simon the Pharisee. 
Another interesting series can lie arranged from 
the- questions asked concerning Jesus, such as: 
"W hom d o ’1 men say th a t I am ?" “To whom 
else shall wc g o ? ” “ W hat think ye of C hrist?" 
and “W hat shall 1 do with Jesus?" Another- 
scries may he arranged an "Vita} f l ib k  Questions 

' in Hum an Experience,” using the following ques­
tions: "H ow  can a m an be horn when he is 
o ld?” asked by Nicodemus, “ W hat m ust I  do to 
lie saved?" a n d '" I f  a m an die shall he live 
again?” A series of seven sermons m ay be 
arranged from the m essages to the so von churches 

, given. in .Revelation, . A nother scries may be 
arranged on “ M atters of Christian Belief,” using 
themes like these: “W hy I- am a  C hristian1';  
"H ow  T  know G od"; “ W hat Jesus M eans to 
M e"; "The Dible M y L ight," An interesting 
series of serm ons may be arranged on “Studies 
on the Tabernacle." Jic-.illy there is scarcely 
any end to such series, .. Do n o t try  -to run  a 
series of sermons on all these suggestions during 
one year, ,

The Advantage* of. >  Program
T he advantages-to  such a program  are num er- 

.. ous. I t  .gives Ihfc. pastor som ething definite to 
work towavd. I t  enables him to  arrange a con­
structive plan o f  m inistry and as well gives him 
opportun ity , to  develop himself atong definite 
lines,. He w ili.b e  reading constantly. Perhaps 
he will find suggestions o r  seed thoughts in the
e.irJy part of the year which he will be able to  
use perhaps for six or nine m onths hence. H e 
marks the place where these suggestions m ay be 
found near the theme to be used, so he has the 
advantage of all his reading during the year 
a t  th e  . time he starts preparing his message: I t  
saves him  from  th e  harassing c.tpcricncc that 
some pastors go through during the early pa rt of 
cach week because they do no t know  w hat to 
preach on' next Sunday; I t ' makes for efficiency 
in every departm ent of t h e -. preacher’s life.:

■ There is nothing th a t can take the place of d e f t- , 
n itc  planning in any line of w ork. A fter a  pastor

has worked' ou t to his own satisfaction w hatever 
program he believes God would h a w ' him  to 
follow during the year, it is well for him to 
write, "Subject to  change w ithou t notice,” a t the 
bottom  o f his program . Mirny tim es his program  
is changcd, bu t it is surprising to note by survey­
ing the work of past years how  much of the 
program  has been followed in detail. D pn’t 
say it can 't be done until you 've tried it. for one 
year at. least,

(N o te : AH tho lioolin HiiRccRtcd- In tills a r ­
ticle raiiy liu jiuvehnticd from  Hie N'nziirono Pub- 
llNhlntr Houho, 2023 TrooKt A.vuiiim, iCrtliswifl City, 
Mo, UooliB to -luwlut n p reac litr  In ltreparinc  
lils mem'uKo and In dulng hln work nru aUvjiyn 
sivnJluWu here.) ’

WORD PICTURES IN THE NEW 
'  ' TESTAMENT

There is i n  interesting ' and m ost profitable 
set of books now being published under the 

' above title, w ritten by 'A. T . Robertson, Prof. 
of New Testam ent In terpreta tion , Southern, B ap­
tist* Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Dr. 
Robertson is-considered the foremost Atnerican 
New Testament. Greek sdiolar. This work is in ­
tended fo r the intelligent New Testam ent student, 
who does not ktynv Greek.- The a u th o r’s comments 
are “now lexical, now gram m atical, now a rcheolog­
ical, now illustrative." I t  shows the “ word-pictures” 
by which the w riters of the New Testam ent re­
vealed the message arid personality of Jesus and 
the s to ry .o f the gospel: "H ere »  an illuminating 
work, showing as far as m ay be, the exact shade 
of m eaning in the . w ords of M atthew , M ark, 
Luke, and the Acts; and h e 'th ro w s sidelights on 
the text from  contem porary; customs, habits and 
history. ■ The minister who studies intelligently 
and diligently these volumes, seeking all th e .tim e  - 
the Sp irit’s guidance, will get. a  new, vivid, .and 
dynamic v ie w .o f  the New Testam ent message." 
I t  is the  best of its  k ind .sincc V incent’s "W ord 
Studies of the New T estam ent," which are now 
outdassed by this new. work. There arc three 
volumes now published; Vol. I, M atthew  and 
M ark ; Vol. I I , L uke;.V ol. I l l ,  The Acts of. the 
Apostles. 1 These sell for $3,50 each a t N aiarene 
Publishing House." ■

LET US TAKE DOWN THE BOOK
We a re  living in precarious tim es; strenuous 

tim es; hard  tim es; times fraught with an x ie ty  
and distress; perplexity and despair. L et us
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therefore lake down -the Book. Blow off Ihe 
dust, d ear a-A-ay Miq cobwebs, open ils pages'; 
and let Gixl speak io 'ijs .  I) is Hia \Vofd._

. I t  has h :cn  our sail experience in rccenl days 
to a ttend .some of the lending, -churches of vari­
ous denominations, anil listen to the preachers 
making vain endeavors to  solve the problems of 
the day. In m any rases there were eloquent dis­
course?, fine rhetorical phrases, and well-rounded 
periods, a line d isp lay  of knowledge in scientific 
and philosophical research,!'b ill-there was some­
thin:: lacking. There was no "T hus sailh the 
Lord.". IVople ram e  aw ay 'from  .those services 
with a feeling lhat it- had not been exactly,Rood 
for them to Have been there. A feeling th.it, 
while ihe mind, had been occupied for an hour, 
now the hard facts of daily life must be. faced— 
and (he pef-jile.rity had no I been relieved. ' .

Men are trying to  discover a metliod of elim­
inating crime, and they are baffled by the s tu ­
pendous task. They turn  to  sociology and psycho­
analysis, and believe they have a t last reached a 
solution of the problem .- Then (hert: is tin ojjtr 
break, of crime more serious than any they have 
heard of, and they discover that ajl their plans 
are worthless. They tu rn  and stare blankly into 
one another's faces, wondering what to  do next.

N ations are seeking Lfor a solution for th e ' 
problem  of government that wilt bring peace to. 
the world and eliminate the possibility of striTc, 
but just when they think tliey have a  c o u rt,th a t 
will render, justice to ’ all, jealousy, greed and 
passion spring up in some quarter, and the, world 
is stunned by. the result.

We are. groping f o r 'a 'w a y  .out of the.-slough 
o f . economic and social despond, lint as soon as 
w t set one fool on a hum mock, the Other, sinks 
into the mire, and there is little o r no progress 
tow ard solid ground. We are wandering about 
in a wilderness of .political perplexity, but as soon 
as «rc think we. have found a path  leading out 
of it, we discover ourselves in a ,worse tangle 
than  before. • -

; I.eL iis take down Ihe Book from the s lid f--  
God has w ritten to us. No, it is not a treatise 
on political econom y! nor a  compendium of 
sociological methods, neither- is it a . handbook 
of scientific research—it is the message of the 
living God to His world. I t  'is a Hook of light.

"T h y  word is a. lam p unto my ftct, and a light 
unto my p a th ;"  “The entrance of thy  words giv- 
e th  light."

I f  you read it merely to find ou t the da te  of

the jreign' of. Cyrus, king of P e rsia ,'o r to specu­
late concerning the supposed division of ithb 
prophecy of Isaiah, you will miss the message. 
.When you receive a communication from a 
friend , and it is of great importance, do .you  stop 
to speculate as Lo. the reason' for th e  abrupt 
change from ink to pencil; do you try  to  discover 
why the pen “went dry ," why it was not re­
filled, an d -w h e th e r o r not ink was available?
■ S o , you read Ihe message first and act upon it, 
then perhaps you w onder'about the other things, 
but it does .not a lte r.th e  farts' which your friend 
lias communicated to you.

. The he.iri of man Is the same to day ,.as.w hen  
Hcul oinycr! holy  m m  of old to vyrite His mes­
sage through the Holy Spirit. M an has the same 
desire:- and ambitions, same, passions and pride, 
rame love and hale, same doubts and fears, sam e' 
sin and need of salvation. The moral nature of 
man- is ijic same today as when the Lord God 
commanded His prophets of old to take down 
IJ is' word as a written rccord, ’

In  Ihe Hook you will discover God’s m ethod 
of dealing with sin and the provision He made 
for o u r redemption'. “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature, old things are pas=ed 
away, behold, all things are became new ." You 
will find th a t God has established a precedent in 
His dealings with the nations and peoples o f  old, 
as recorded in (he Old Testament-. . As .He  ̂deliv­
ered them  who obeyed Him then. He will deliver 
those tWio obey H im n o te .

In the Book^yoii will find th a t God’s message 
to you will . dispel all doub ts; all fear will be 
rem oved; anti there will bt* a feeling of security, 
because if you accept the message you will put 
your complete trust in the strength, poVer artd , 
wisdom o f.th e  Father. , .

In  the Book you will find that Jesus—who is 
God - incarnate* is the Light of th e 'w o rld , and 
th a t in Him  there is no darkne;® a t all. And 
you .w ill find th a t when H e comes info the fife,: 
Ihe social problem will not be such, a bugbear, 
and crime ..will be abolished. W h e n  He comes 
into the life, m an Will Ire on tl)e way to over­
come some of the causes of economic depressions, 
yes, when Jesus comes back again, the problems • 
of nations, of legislation and government will be 
easy of solution.

In  the Hook you will act light on the  economic, 
social .and religious difficulties oi mankind,

Sliidy the Book-‘-G o d  has a message fo r you. 
— C l y d e  A, C . W il l ia m s o n , in The Presbyterian.
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FACTS AND FIGURES
1

B y  E, J .  F lem in g  ,
The Southern Presbyterian church reports tb i t  

the deficit in ' fo reign . missionary receipts of 
S245,505,30 o n 'M a rc h  31, 1930, was .cut down ■ 
(luring die ensuing fiscal year to  $207,016.79. Byt 
during1 the  year ending M arch 31, 1P31, i t  was 
further increased/by $152,206.50, so th a t on the 
latter date ■ the total 'deficit was $3^9,277.29. 
Their lo ta!, receip ts ' for the year were $1,030,- 
492,37, The home m issionary receipts were. ■ 

a decrease over the preceding y ear ' 
Of $59,732.00.. v  .

The Southern Presbyterian church set ou t last 
year to raise three million dollars for the pu r­
pose of. funding the prior service of its ministers. 
During the first year cash and pledges am ounting 
to  $818,142,22 iWerc received from 17,3*10 mem­
bers. A canvass was made for funds in 767 
churches and additional offerings Were received 
from 251 o ther churches. The good work con­
tinues. . '

The Relief D epartm ent of the Southern P res­
byterian  cliurch during the last fiscal year ‘added 
ilPS' ministers, 370 widows, 51 orphans (from  38 
deceased ministers' hom es), and 7% lay workers, 
representing' altdgcffjer 51 ' homes. The total 
am ount , disbursed was $184,320,75. The max­
imum appropriation was $600.00; .th e  average 

. .f jf tl.J l, D uring  the year death- claimed twelve ■ 
ministers, ten widows, one drphan a n d ,o n e  lay 

.worker.

Tlic State Crime C om m ission. of New York 
finds th a t racketeers returns represent an annual

tu rnover of twelve billion to eighteen billion 
dollars. T-li^t is ?9G ,pcr capita, based on ■ the 
latc?l. U nited States census. Nearly every b u d . 
n«=s in .N ew  York pays tribu te  to ,th is  antichrist.

The British and .Foreign Bible Society reports 
th a t it circulated 4,694,493 Scriptures during 
1930, A decrease of 611,534.

The American Bible Society circulated 4,177,-
■ 025 Scripttires during 1930. A decrease of pver 

> one. million.
The N ational Bible Society of Scotland cir­

culated 3,031,618 Scriptures. A decrease of 
53,066, 1 ' • , /  . ■

T h e  to ta l for the three societies was 11,903,136. 
A decrease of a little more than  two million as 
compared with the previous year.

T h e  lighting strength of the nations has just 
been made public. I t  is as follows: . Soviet 
Hussia, 1,812,000 m en ;’ England, 780,000 reg­
ulars, but not counting the dom inions; Italy , 
??.1,000 m en; France, 583,000 m en ; th e . United 
States, 565,000 m en ;’ and Germany 265,000 men,
.— The W atchm an Examiner.

The S c o tc h 'a re  nut the only th rifty  people, 
From  recent reports wc learn th a t 8,000,000 pe r­
sons in 'Ihe  United States are .investors in build- 
ing and loan associations, an d-they  have to  their 
credit $4,000,000,000, There are  58,000,000 de­
positors w ith savings accounts in American banks,
■ and nearly $30,000,000,000 to  th e ir credit.. Life 
insurance policies in forcc in the U nited States 
how total about $1! 2,000,000,00.— The W atch­
man 'Examiner,


