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“God bless us, every one” -Tiny Tim
)

The Crusader has been working
hard this semester to bring you
what we hope are the best papers
possible. We can not tell you how
happy we are that the semester

is over. Just kidding...well, sort
of...it has been a lot of work but
we are proud of the issues we
have created. As a staff, we would
like to thank everyone who has
helped contribute to the Crusader
so far this year and to encourage
everyone to participate in making
the Crusader a paper you want to
read.

We would also like to
thank all of you who have read
this semester. And as Tiana shares
in the feature, “have a very Merry
Christmas indeed, and may we
keep the Christ-Child first in our
hearts throughout the holiday
season.” Have an enjoyable break.

Merry Christmas

The Crusader Staff

a preview: -
beloved communij

Views expressed in the Crusader do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Crusader staff, Student Government Association,
or the institution of Northwest Nazarene University.




“...all of you who
were baptized into
Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ.
There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galations 3:27-28

“The end is reconciliation;
the end is redemption; the
end is the creation of the
beloved community.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.

introduction

In his 1957 speech, “Birth of a New
Nation,” Dr. Martin Luther King spoke of
something called a beloved community,
a term that would continue to appear

in future speeches and writings. He
described this as relative to agape love,
“an understanding redeeming goodwill
for all and over flowing of love which
is purely spontaneous, unmotivated,
groundless and creative.” To Dr.
King this was not merely idealism,
but a vision that could be realized.

ear voices - all brown & anna salisbury alsalisbury@student.nnu.edu
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"Alldy Kerr Humans constantly seem
trying to find themselves. We want to be
ipendant and be recognized as an individual.
arch to find ourselves in the clothes we
ear or our “personal style.” We search for
ourselves in the relationships we have with
thers. We search for a particular sense of humor

in; then we will be needed and loved by others.
_ )\We want to find our real self and obtain a umque
personahty We just want to be “ourselves.” -
eing a Christian (at first glance) seems to
' posite of this search for ourselves. We are
to give up the self and be like Christ. However,
all real Christians are not exactly the same, even
hen they are all like Christ.
“The more we get what we now call
selves’ out of the way and let Him take us
, the more truly ourselves we become. There
much of Him that millions and millions of
Christs,” [Christians] all different, will still

nvented--as an author invents characters in a
el--all the different men [women] that you and

to live on my own, the more I become
, ninated by my own heredity and upbringing
and surroundings and natural desires. In fact what
1 so proudly call ‘Myself’ becomes merely the
eeting place for trains of events which I never
started and which I cannot stop. What I call “My
- wishes” become merely the desires thrown up
y my | physical organism or pumped into me by
ther men’s thoughts or even suggested to me by
_devils...It is when I turn to Christ, when I give
yself u up to His personality, that I ﬁrst begin to
have a real personality of my own.”
C.8.Lewis, Mere Christianity

I would £0 as far to say that there are no real
’pers’nnalit@s outside of God. We must give up this
longmg to find ourselves for a longing to be like
fChrist and ﬁe will find ourselves becoming more
alto ourselves and to all those around us. We will
%the person that God created and intended us to
be. Eod did'not create us to be lost and fake with
1o personality other than what this world gives us.

when you are looking for Him.
strange? The same principle hol

runs through all life from top to bot
yourself, and you will find your real self.
your life and you will save it. wam zto de
death of your ambitions and fave

every day and death of your whéle bﬁdy

But look for Christ and you will fin
with Him everything else thrown in

-C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity g

Another notion that we must rejeg

and heaven are in the future, that we
Christ later, change later, or be v«%:l,l
heaven later. Heaven is not a place a

a time period. We must stop thinking

did in the past or what God will do inthe

enough trouble of its own.” -J esu§ Ma‘{th

Dear heavenly Father, why am I
clay to this world, yet steel to you?
Break me down, if that is what I
need. [ want to be clay to you and
steel to this world. Why have I
conformed to society’s wish when
all I want is something good? You
are good; you are true; you are
love; you are everything I want to
be. Mold me into you.




took me

“Christmas is in the little things< :
by surprise. I had to sit a while and think about it. Yes,
Christmas is found in doing good for our neighbors,

especially just remembering Jesus. Christmas is in the
little things.

This realization got me to thinking about how I had
been looking at Christmas lately. I doubt I am alone in
my muddled perceptions this year. I had been looking
at all the wrong things. Christmas: the shopping spree
season, the obligatory gift season, or the break that
comes after fall semester (a.k.a. the light at the end
of the tunnel). Christmas: a frenzied time for parties,
family gatherings (for some of us, a scary undertaking),
or deep loneliness. Christmas: the inconvenient
interruption of one’s normal, everyday life.

I had lost sight of the fact that Christmas today is
not nearly as inconvenient as the very first Christmas

loving people, helping those who need some helpgand

Hitile things, and most especially in a little baby bor
a long time ago. Christmas is in the tender embrace of
a young woman as she held her newborn son, a child
who was probably the biggest surprise of that woman’s
life. Christmas is in the courage and love of a young
man for the woman who bore a son that was not Ais sor
Christmas is in the faith of this young couple, their fait
in their God, their acceptance of His will.

Christmas is in the appearance of this amazing
baby in the midst of sweat and tears and troubled
hearts. It is in the identity of this child, “God with
edges,” as a beloved pastor I know has declared. It is
in the realization that the original Christmas night was
the beginning of a whole new ministry to the residents
of planet earth. It is in remembering that the new
Minister’s first bed was a feeding trough.

This is the Minister who would grow up into a Ma
who did astounding things. He insisted on love as the
true law of life. Love of God and love of other people
He healed when the authorities said He shouldn’t,
fraternized with local despots and social undesirables,
preached words of hope to the hopeless, brought dead
loved ones back to life, honored all people, and affirme
their worth before God. He taught His followers to
share His good news with the whole world, to get
practical about caring for the “littlest” people in the ey

o
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of human society, to pray, to think hard about things. He
kicked people out of the temple courts for exploiting
God’s holy practices. He demanded wholehearted
devotion and promised peace.

This is the Man who embodied God’s reclamation
of Creation. He was the final frontal assault on Satan’s
dominion. He was the declaration of God’s sovereignty
in the midst of both human empires and spiritual
oppression. He showed up to light the way to God
so that confused, hurt, angry, depressed, lonely, tired,
hungry people could come to the King and enjoy His
banquet in heaven.

He died a very bloody, dishonorable death to
accomplish His mission. Then He was raised from the
dead and left earth to set the table for those whom He
had invited to God’s party. In His earthly place, He sent
His Spirit to guard and guide and grow His people. And
His ministry continues today. Even during Christmas.

The littlest thing of all, the Bethlehem Baby, is
showing me during this Christmas season what ministry
is all about. This Child’s ministry is a ministry of
helplessness and humility. He shows us that we don’t go
out and change the world with big Christmas miracles.
Nor do we need to succumb to what our culture makes
of this holiday, hailing the advent of the “Christmas
spirit” as a time to be a little nicer to each other. We go
beyond “nice” and take up the radical, practical love that

d the Ch

Army bell ringer’s little red pail, through

taking a Bif{-request tag off a “giving tree” and delivering

a little token &f]ove to someone we have never met, or
through just being there for someone in need. We bake
cookies for teachers and sing in Christmas concerts.
We go out and deliver packages of clothing and food
to people who need them. We remember the special
birthday that Christmas celebrates in the first place.

I am grateful for the timely re-visioning of Christmas I

received this week. It is a readjustment of priorities that will
hopefully spill over into the new year beyond this Christmas

season to influence the relationships I have with my Lord
Jesus and the people I encounter each day. Thus, it is in
the true Spirit of Christmas, that I offer a heartfelt “Merry
Christmas!” to the NNU campus community. Have a very
merry Christmas indeed, and may we keep the Christ-Child
first in our hearts throughout the holiday season.

3,7 erry

ild’s ministry through dropping some coins

tmcutright@student.nnu.eau
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By Amy Carner and Anna Salisbury As college students, we
are all looking for a good deal. We want the most for our sadly short supply of
money. Fast food makes up at least half of the average college student’s diet

(at least that’s how much fast food we eat). You may remember our Burger
Showdown, in which we taste-tested the dollar burgers at four restaurants. Well,
we’re back, this time we are putting tacos to the test. We tested a regular hard

shell taco from Taco Bell, Taco Time, Jack in the Box, and Taco John’s. The John’s, the tacos here had a less crispy shell but more flavor. These tacos had the same

ballot is in, and here’s the result of our scientific experiment. toppings but tasted deep-fried. They didn’t look so good (very greasy, like they were
Our unbiased judgment was based on a number of factors including the pressed in a taco shaped stamp) but tasted pretty yummy especially for those of us

following: crispiness, toppings, price, freshness, and overall flavor and value. who have Exon-Valdez tastebuds. Freshness was lacking for sure at Jack in the Box,

Taco John’s crispy taco had meat, lettuce, cheese, and sauce. It cost ninety-nine  probably due to the stamp thing. Finally, Taco Time offered a taco comparable to
cents but on Tuesday (as most of you are well aware) you can get two for ninety-  Taco Bell but much much better. The shell was crisp but full of meat, cheese, lettuce,

nine cents. Who cares what it tastes like for that price? The shell lacked a bit and even tomatoes. The ingredients were by far the freshest, but it was a little dry and
of crispiness (not necessarily the end of the world) but the meat had excellent lacked some flavor. This taco was ninety-eight cents.

flavor and the taco was not dry. We also both enjoyed the melted cheese that was And the winner is (drum roll please)...excuse us for a minute (smack...pow...
unique to this taco. Taco Bell had the basic taco...meat, cheese, lettuce, shell... bang...zowee)...it seems we disagree. Anna appreciates Taco John’s more flavorful

well, mostly shell. While we appreciate the crispness, we did not appreciate how  taco. Amy believes with a little hot sauce the freshness of the Taco Time’s taco takes
much shell we had to crunch through to get to the meat of the matter. This taco the flan (pun intended). We do agree that Jack in the Box was surprisingly worthwhile
was also a steep eighty-nine cents, which seemed especially high considering the  with the cheapest price and convenient all-night hours. Taco Bell made us want to
skimpy contents. Amy enjoys Taco Bell most of the time but decided to stick run for the border...in hopes of finding a real taco. We’ve had more meat in a veggie
to chalupas after this disappointing display. Anna has never cared for Taco Bell burger. The difference of opinion in our top two is really a matter of taste. If you need
and their over-priced fare (youth pastors have led us to believe that Taco Bell is crispy head for Taco Time if you crave flavor hit Taco John’s. One point to remember,
the only thing they can afford on those long road trips...lies all of it... but that’s ~ Taco Time does not have a drive thru. We highly recommend both of these worthy
another story). Jack in the Box, although not a specialty taco joint, boasts two establishments next time you are thinking outside the bun. Stay tuned for the next
tacos for ninety-nine cents (again, cheaper than dirt and much tastier). Like Taco  installment...the Great Fry Showdown.
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to the Samurai’s village
their willing captive. He
their lives, becoming fas
live in harmony with hi
one of the Samurais num
is interrupted when the Ja
the doorstep with America
the Samurais abandon the
Of course, Nathan and the
leading to an epic battle.

At first impression,

admirable, promoting hon
selflessness, forgiveness 3
Nathan’s recovering fro
inspiring. However, also!
mild profanities and grue|
One particular picture of
battle is shown several tit

flashbacks. Men have th¢is

shot open, and their limbs
noted, though, that the vie
anywhere near other popu
such as Saving Private R
Hawk Down.

enemies on the battlefield
is portrayed in this movie,
last good Japanese peopl
the religious beliefs directl
Nathan is told by the Sant
must free his mind, a Hing
speak of destiny, fate, and
to describe God and relig
glorified as well.

In conclusion, The Ld
described as Braveheart
Algren is a soldier fighti
honor and finds honor in §
side of the world. This h¢
wholesome, but the cha

genuine. If one can tolera

themes and violence this
The Last Samurai is rated R for

others alley

By Ali Brown This Saturday
Nampa’s own “Others Alley”
celebrates the release of their first,
self -titled CD. The group consists

5 'y 5

ejellers@student.nnu.edu
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(no strings attached)

Free Giftl
#ee Visa® Check Card!
#ee Online Banking!
Untimitzet Check Writing!
#7o Minimum Balance!

New Residents
College Students
Military Personnel

Order in Person at

Bogus Basin Office
2600 Bogus Basin Rd.

orCall 208-332-5100 .

Proof of new residency, student ID
or military ID required

Narapa Wal Mazt » 465 1956 | Nampa Main » 468 5100 OPEN DAILY THIS -
COMING SEASON!

SEASON EQUIPMENT LEASE PACKAGES

on Brand New Rossignol Ski &
Snowboard Equipment.

JUNIORS* ADULTS
STARTING AT STARTING AT

5109 $219

PLUS TAX PLUS TAX

IR N

Stop by our Nampa Wal-Mart branch or our
Main office on 12th Avenue to learn morel

www.homefederalsavings.com

PASSPORT PROGRAM
JUNIORS* ADULTS

$499 %249

This beginner program includes:
4 session lessons, ski or board
rentals for the season and a
season pass upon graduating.

*Juniors 7-11yrs. w/ birthday
cut-off Dec.1

Mon-Sat » 10am-6pm

B director - ryan iee (< cell:



http://www.bogusbasin.com
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T’was the night before finals* and all through the dorm
the students were studying which wasn’t the norm.

The beds and the floors were all covered with books,
as students crammed test facts into brain nooks.

The laundry was dirty, the ga:bage%%ras full, ‘
fhere s no time for chores with all-nighters to pull!

When out in k)bby there arose such clatter, ~
‘ h f’was the matter

but a Socml VP with eight kegs of rootbeer
And then they remembered that all was not bleak:
a procrastination party was planned

for this week.

Fun was had by one an | by a H
and then to sleep they soon would fall.

‘They : all their prayers and climbed into bed,
as visions of A’s danced in their heads.

~ * The SGA Procrastination party is actualiy Saturday mght, and there won t
3t

be rootbeer, but lots of cookies and

the caboose - sharece punn sebunn@student.nnu.edu




