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Views expressed in the Crusader do not necessarily reflect the

opinions of the Crusader staff, Student Government Association,

or the institution of Northwest Nazarene University.

“No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.”

by Ali Brown I was never directly
taught that women were inferior, I do
not remember anyone saying that I
could not do something because of my
sex. However these misconceptions I
would learn through subtle lessons. I
am the daughter of two Mississippians,
born into a family deeply rooted

in southern heritage; the echoes of
patriarchy have always been present

in my concept of self. After living in
the south for ten years, certain values
became ingrained in my thinking. Apart
from the basic table manners, “yes
m’ams” and “no sirs,” I was taught to
be submissive, male-dependant and
above all “ladylike.” I lived in a culture
where physical beauty and social graces
were the primary focus of a female’s
existence. And more substantial, internal

, a.ttrt@uies were only secondary, if
'acknowledged at all. (Now as I relate

this, I realize this dogma is'not limited

-Eleanor Roosevelt

Over the years I have come to reject
misogynist philosophy. However, it

is only recently that I have began to
consider myself a feminist. It used to

be a term that frightened me and was
definitely not a one I would have wanted
to be associated with. I am not certain
of the date of my “conversion.” Perhaps
it has been a gradual change, less of a
decision and more of a progression.

It was in Professor Grinder’s
Literary Criticism class that I truly
began to identify with the label of
feminist. I do not remember the exact
discussion, only that he was irate
about something concerning women’s
equality. He questioned the females
in the class (8 of 10, the typical
English ratio) about whether or not
the issue upset us. I was so shocked
that a Christian male was supporting
a feminist agenda. It was one of the
first times I had heard any Christian
discuss the issue of women’s rights in
a positive tone.




In preparation for this week’s issue, I consulted other
faculty members, hoping to learn from their perpectives.
I spoke with Professor Tami Gismondi (English) and
Dr. Mark Gismondi (Political Science) about their views
on the subject of feminism. Both Dr. and Professor
Gismondi consider themselves equity feminists. And both
presented views distinct to their respective departments.

In a political perspective on the issue, Dr. Gismondi
alluded to MLK’s stance on civil rights. “King asserted
the rights of African Americans within the greater context
of a liberal framework.” In other words, King worked
for the rights and equality of all people, not only African
Americans and it proved successful. Dr. Gismondi
believes that effective feminism would take such an
approach.

Tami Gismondi provided a literary approach to
understanding the issue, with this response:

“Within the Christian community, the word feminism
often evokes the most visceral opposition, a reaction
that results largely, it seems, from a misunderstanding
or perhaps just too narrow an interpretation of what
the word in fact signifies. The confusion lies in the fact
that feminism encompasses so many varying and even
conflicting ideas. Wrongly associating it solely with
the female set of “men-hating,” “bra-burning” radicals,
many Christians denounce anything that smacks of
“feminist rhetoric” as evil, immoral, decidedly unbiblical.
Ironically, feminism — or concerns about the condition
of women in society — emerged largely from within
Christendom. Many early feminists — men and women
alike — were those in the church who began pointing

VRS &
Dearest student'bod
I am writing as a woman concerned with the dignity
of my sex. Yikes, a serious and austere beginning but
a valid concern. I have always considered myself a
feminist, being nicknamed femi-nazi among other
unpleasant titles. Why? Actually, the answer is quite
simple. I know that I am equal to anyone else, men
included. My father sat me down upon his knee and
convinced me regularly that I was wonderful, have
a great head on my shoulders, and that no one had
the right to make me feel poorly. Well, I grew up
and found that self worth is very important but so is
the respect and dignity of one’s peers. I have been
unfortunate enough to run into individuals who view
the female sex in ways that insult and degrade in
the baseness of their misconceptions. The crass but
true message that women are merely sex objects is
readily available for anyone who chooses to buy into
it. Pornography paints the most complete picture of

... continue

to vast discrepancies between the biblical ideal and
actual state of women. Charlotte Bronte, for example
looks to the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 and sees a
woman who is wise, educated, independent, resourceful,
and active both in the home and the workplace. “That
woman,” she declares, “was a manager.” She continues:

King of Israel! Your model of a woman is a

_ worthy model! But are we, in these days, brought

Tsup to be like her? Men of [England]! Do your
daughters reach this royal standard? Can they
reach it? Can you help them to reach it? Can you
give them a field in which their faculties may be
exercised and grow? .....You would wish to be
proud of your daughters and not blush for them-
seek for them an interest and an occupation
which shall raise them above the flirt, the
maneuvered, the mischief-making tale-bearer.
Keep your girls’ minds narrow and fettered —
they will still be a plague and a care, sometimes
a disgrace to you: cultivate them — give them
scope and work — they will be your gayest
companions in health; your tenderest nurses in
sickness; your most faithful prop in old age.”
Charlotte Bronte, Shirley (1849; Oxford UP,
1979) 392-393.

Arguments, like Bronte’s, asserting a woman’s right
to education and opportunity were made on the basis that
such freedoms would only serve to strengthen her moral
character and thereby benefit not only women but all of
society. At the very heart of such feminism is nothing less

women as sex objects, but then it is defensible easily
enough by our wonderful constitution. I like the fact
that we cannot ban books and publications because

I believe that to do so would be tragic. However,

the use of such material can be detrimental when it
reflects on a society’s overall perception of the female
sex. Airbrushed flesh and voluptuous silicone have
become the standard by which women are judged.
The mind is a powerful thing and it is underrated in
today’s women. Women have been oppressed and are
still oppressed all around the world. This frightening
form of machoism is found throughout history. Again,
I ask why? Jobs are lower paying for women, political
offices are rare, and there are numerous other areas
which shout of inequality and injustice. I love being

a woman. I love my sex, and yes, I love men as well.
I have numerous friends who enjoy pornography and
use derogatory terms and crude chauvinistic jokes

than a plea to aspire to a more truly Christian ideal,
a vision that hardly warrants demonization.”

Throughout this week, we have collected articles
from various students concerning the issue of women’s
rights. In doing this our intention was not to shock,
male-bash, or demonstrate any sort of anger. That is
not what feminism is about. We only hope to clarify
misconceptions and encourage people to consider this
important issue.

C96T siseQ- ,8nJ sueajo uosqly Leys,

when in my presence. They assure me that it is all in
fun, that as “one of the guys” I have to put up with
the locker room talk. Every time they talk that way
in front of me it is frightening. If you can say it,

then somewhere in your head you thought it and it is
dangerous when discriminatory action can be seen as
a harmless joke. I have a son, perhaps one day I will
have a daughter.as well. I wonder what he would do

if someone spoke in a derogatory way about his sister.

Should it not appall everyone when someone is put
down for something they have no control over? We
are born with certain things predetermined; sex, race,
and family are all beyond our power to control. We
are equal, different, but equal nonetheless. I hope that
when reading this letter it caused people to stop for
just a moment and think about the larger implications
of the things we do and say. It only takes a ripple to
start the wave; and change never comes too early, nor
is it ever too late to start.

Shelli Bunn-Petterson

ear voices - ali brown & anna salisbury

ﬂ

alsa||s5ur§@fuaenf.nnu.eau
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By Sharece Bunn Saturday night’s festivities
left many party-goers battered and bruised. Students
took off to Ice World for intense games of broom
hockey. Many came halfway through, after watching
the men’s basketball team beat Western Oregon.

Many of the latecomers did not have brooms so they
found other activities to keep themselves occupied.
Jeremy Hodges went flailing across the ice in a large
garbage pail. There were several times when he shot
straight through the crowd, causing a delay of game.
Others chose to walk through the mass of players,
using their feet to get in on the action. And there were
those who stood on the sidelines, watching as many
slipped and fell, not caring that the victims were
causing bruises sure to hurt for weeks.

When asked about a highlight from the evening,
junior, Noelle West said, “The best part was smashing
into people and knocking them over...and hitting
people in the shins with my stick.” Although this girl
appears to be a sweet one, the ice brought out a new
toughness as it did in so many students. Empty threats
were hurled across the ice as the speakers would slip
and fall on their rear-ends. Eleven o’clock came and
went as students left in different directions, hoping to
put the finishing touches on a fine evening.

photos by Sharece Bunn

Jyoti Totten_ Kristen Kellogg

captain obvious- snarece ounn

sebunn@student.nnu.edu
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by Tiana Cutright Feminism
is too often used as a catch-all term to deseribe
a stereotypical ideology ascribed to women who
engage in sociopolitical mischief. ‘Hgwever, as
we shall see here, feminism is actually a broad
p. category of social theories that examines inequality
‘between genders and operates from a female perspective for the
promotion of female rights and interests. The basic premise of the ;
different feminist theories is simply that both women and men should §
be socially, politically, and economically equal. There are several ma;;
subtypes of feminism. Seven types of contemporary feminism are
highlighted here.
Amazon Feminism looks to the heroic warrior-women of Greek
mythology and honors the physicality of women as it is expressed
_through the arts and literature, the bodies and achievements of e
by, female athletes, and in sexual values. Physical equality is emphasized, due to the understanding that women are as physically
B  capable as men and should not be limited by stereotypes regarding work or activities as being “inherently’” masculine or
R feminine. Any person, regardless of gender, who is physically capable of doing the physical labor required of a soldier, security
¥ officer, or a firefighter, for example, should be permitted to work in such occupations. Amazon feminism seeks to counter the image
of women as weak, helpless, passive, and physically inferior to men. Female nature, appearance, and behavior are understood in terms
of women’s humanity, capability, and heroism.
Cultural Feminism illuminates the understanding that men and women are biologically different and that these differences are
manifested in gender-specific variations in temperament and personality. Female values, perspectives, and approaches should be
honored and celebrated. In some cases, the “woman’s way” is considered the best way for thinking and living.
“Ecofeminism” understands that the social structures that have led to the oppression of women have also led to the
exploitation and destruction of the environment. The abuse perpetrated by men against the earth and against women
are connected and are evil. Often, a revisioning of ancient history comes into play, where the concept of patriarchy is
considered a new social order that has usurped an “original” matriarchal—and thus earth-friendly—way of life.
“Feminazi” is a term popularize by Rush Limbaugh to describe, in his words, “women who are obsessed with
perpetuating a modern-day holocaust: abortion.” His broader definition states that, “the term describes any female who
is intolerant of any point of view that challenges militant feminism.” This term and pseudo-ideology is used by opponents of
feminism and abortion, often as a stereotype, to portray pro-choice and pro-woman advocates as militant women obsessed with “their
religion/politics of alienation and bitterness.” It is not a perspective that feminists advocate, and is often used as a straw man
attack against anyone who agrees with any feminist ideology.
, . Individualist or Libertarian Feminism advocates the just legal equality of men and women. All people have |
§ a right to claim the ownership of their own persons and property. Men are encompassed in the concern of '
Individualist feminism for the autonomy, rights, liberty, independence and diversity of all individuals.
Spiritual feminism encompasses goddess spirituality—or the female as Divin well as
women in religious leadership, spiritual perspectives of females, and the spiritual n of women
This broad category necessarily connects various religious traditions by virtue of common
emphases, but should be addressed through each specific religion’s perspectives on women
and feminism.
Separatlst feminism advocates the separation of women from men in order
e to allow women to ashleve )




by Clmstm Runklef'
> J emfer Morris

I am a feminist. 1 believe
women should receive treatment that is equal
to that of their male peers. I believe women -
should be paid the same wages as their mal
co-workers. 1 do not support the idea of
lowering standards to “equal the playmg
field” for women.

I am a feminist. I do not believe that
women are superior to men. I do not beli
that men are superior to women. Ifa wem
wants to wear a mini-skirt, I do no 4
that makes her promiscuous. I do not believe
that her skirt causes men to lust. And if

, woman never wears a skirt, I do
 not assume that she 1s‘ a Iesbian.

double standards

I am a feminist. I do not believe that
women are objects of lust and desire, as my
| society thinks I am. I believe women should be
f treated with respect, as all human bemgs should. I
beheve that mamage and motherhoad are wonderful
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unlike that much.better

ere is no discernible reason for it here—it merely comes off as

us and confusing. Sean Penn plays Paul, a math professor with a
;mamage and a heart condition. Naomi Watts’s character, Cristina,
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actions to a tragedy, wi
’g Jack, by far the most
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eatedly shown himself to bea versatile s Walens ‘actor, and his per%ance here

Award, as is Watts, who is up for Best Actress. th - are long shots to win, Watts
o than Del Toro. Sean Penn is a brilliant actor, bn%t it feels as if he has gglayed this
ways the bridesmaid and never the bride at the Ac@iemy Awards, Penn is up for Best
River, a role for which he has already won a Golden Globe
Whlle no‘k hoi'nble 21 Grams is not great elther and has been ov nated by eritics. Save your
money .
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By Devon Van Essen As you may have
noticed, this issue of the Crusader focuses on
feminism. One really great book that I discovered
this year that discusses some feminist issues is The
Handmaid's Tale, by Margaret Atwood. The novel
is set in an imagined future society (think /984 or
Fahrenheit 451 ) in which the women are divided

THE HANDMAID'S
TALE

By the Booker Pri

THE BLIN

~Winning Author of

ASSASSIN

into three castes: the Wives, the Marthas, and the
Handmaids. The main character, Offred (aka “of
Fred”) is a Handmaid, who’s job it is to sleep with the
Commander once a month, in the presence of his Wife,
in the hope that she will become pregnant and thus
validate Rer existence. She spends the rest of the time
idle in her room, which has been deprived of sharp and
rope-like objects in
order to prevent her
suicide. Occasionally,
Offred is allowed to
go with her walking
partner, Ofglen, to the
market where all the
store signs contain
pictures instead of
words, to prevent
the Handmaids from
reading. However,
Offred remembers
her life before the
present regime was
established and
wonders whether she
could ever return to
the life she knew.

The Handmaid’s
Tale is an interesting
book not only for the
story and characters,
but also because
of the issues that it
addresses. Gilead,
the society in which
Offred lives, is based
to some degree
on misinterpreted
biblical ideas taken
to an extreme.
For example, the
Handmaid’s role—as
one useful only
for pregnancy—is
based on the story of
Abraham and Hagar.
This element makes
the book especially
relevant to Christians,
as we constantly
try to interpret the
Bible in light of our
traditions and our
own society.

By showing the

worst possible scenario, Margaret Atwood brings up
questions of how women are viewed in our society:
as equal members of society valued as complete
individuals or as compartmentalized people who have
a “role” to play? In Gilead, women are defined by their
title: Marthas cook and clean, Wives run the household
and entertain friends, and Handmaids give birth to
children. Perhaps echoes of this kind of thinking can
be found in our world as well. Have you ever heard
someone say that women in ministry should only be
children’s pastors? Or assume that a woman in the
field of medicine is training to be a nurse? Limiting
a person’s opportunities based on gender is a form of
oppression, as The Handmaid's Tale shows us.

For me, the most poignant discussion by Atwood
in this book involves blame. Since the temptation
of Eve, women have often been blamed for many
types of evil in the world, namely sexual sin. In The
Handmaid’s Tale, Offred is told that if a man is lustful
on her account, she is responsible. In one scene,
another Handmaid is forced to repeat again and again
that she brought rape upon herself by her actions—one
might say, by her very existence—and that she is
culpable for her own pain and even the sin of her
rapist. According to the leaders of Gilead, men are
naturally unable to control their sexual desires, having
been made that way by God, so it is up to women to
keep men virtuous. Again, I think that we often hear
echoes of this in our society, even on our campus. I
remember many times in junior high and high school
being told at Sunday School that if I wore certain kinds
of clothing (too short, too high, too thin; too low, too
tight, too loose) I would cause men around me to sin.
I learned that it was apparently my fault if a boy had
sexual thoughts about me or leered at me from across
the sanctuary. When I came to NNU, in one of the first
wing meetings in Ford, we discussed our “safety” on
campus. However, rather than learning about means
of escape from an attacker, self-defense, or even
counseling available if we had experienced sexual
violence, we spent the entire time discussing issues of
modesty—what kinds of clothing would and would not
“provoke” an attack.

These are issues that women deal with all
over the world—in some Arabic countries where
women’s mouths are considered too sexual to be
unveiled, in corporations where women are kept
in subordinate positions, and in newspapers and
television where a rape victim is often put on
trial along with her rapist. Margaret Atwood was
examining these injustices in the 1980s when
she wrote The Handmaid’s Tale, and they are
still relevant to us as we determine what equality
and justice mean in our schools, churches, and
communities.

eje“ers@gfuaenf.nnu.eau
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(no strings attached)

v Free Giftl

v Free Visa® Check Card!
v Fiee Online Banking!

v Unsimited Check Writing!
v 7i» Minimum Balancel!

Stop by our Nampa Wal-Mart branch or our
Main office on 12th Avenue to learn morel

for information call the Publications Marketing Director Ryan Lee (208)631-4383
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www.homefederalsavings.com

Want to spend the summer getting
| paid to play in the outdoors?

The Girl Scouts of Silver
Sage Council are looking for
energetic, positive, gregarious
people to work at one of three
summer camps located around
the state of Idaho, serving girls
ages 6-18. Jobs range from
counselors, food assistants,
program coordinators, lifeguards
and more! For more information
or to request an application
packet, please contact Maria
at 800.846.0079 ext. 121 or at

mpelayo@girlscouts-ssc.org.

publications marketin Irector - ryan lee
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women In SPorts

By Shelli Bunn-Petterson “For a girl.” This is perhaps the most used
and least valuable phrase in athletics. The world of sports, both competitive
and recreational, has become an increasingly more diverse arena. Women are
breaking into all different areas of athletics and trying to carve out their own
dignified position in a culture where sports remain a male-dominated craze.
Women’s athletic programs get less money, they have fewer fans, and they

are able to participate in a narrower selection of activities on most campuses.
Looking at these truths and wondering why has been the proverbial “bee in my
bonnet.” I do not want women to be the exact same as men; I want women to
have the exact same respect and prestige as men. Despite physjcal differences
as well as differences in temperament and philosophies womeh are proving that

penchn warmer - sneili bunn-pe erson

they can do well in the world, and this new horizon extends to the world of sports.

I admire the effort and the tenacity that is shown by the women making a go of it.
The differences that naturally occur because of sex should increase admiration for
female athletes, not bring about limiting disclaimers. “For a girl,” is a ridiculous
tag-on that seems to belittle the extra effort needed to break down physical barriers
as well as the social barriers that have been thrown up to inhibit women. I know that
my consciousness of this fact has allowed me to have a greater appreciation for the
personal accomplishment to be seen when an individual competes in sports. Race,
gender, and physical stature all play factors in what and how a person is able to do.
Perhaps when one looks at the effort and the incredible sacrifice made by an athlete
then these segregationary elements can fall away, enabling us to truly appreciate the
wonder of athletics. :

-

sibunn@student.nnu.eau




Housekeeping Monthl

[LE 01014

ay 13, 1955

Have dinner r eac[y. Plan ahead, even the night before,
to have a delicious meal ready on time for his return. This
is a way of letting him know that you have been thinking
about him and are concerned about his needs. Most men
are hungry when they get home and the prospect of a good
meal is part of the warm welcome needed.

(Prepare yourse[f. Take 15 minutes to rest so you’ll be
refreshed when he arrives. Touch up your make-up, put a
ribbon in your hair and be fresh-looking. He has just been
with a lot of work-weary people.

Be a [little J@yand a little more interesting for him.
His boring day may need a lift and one of your duties is to
provide it.

Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through
the main part of the house just before your husband arrives.
Run a dustcloth over the tables.

During the cooler months of the year you should prepare
and light a fire for him to unwind by. Your husband will feel
he has reached a haven of rest and order, and it will give
you a lift too. After all, catering to his comfort will provide
you with immense personal satisfaction. -

Minimize all noise. At the time of his arrival,
eliminate all noise of the washer, dryer or vacuum.
Encourage the children to be quiet.

Be ﬁapp:y to see him.

Greet him with a warm smile and show sincerity in
your desire to please him.

Listen to him. You may have a dozen important things
to tell him, but the moment of his arrival is not the time. Let
him talk first - remember, his topics of conversation are more
important than yours.

Don’t greet him with complaints and problems.

Don'’t compllzin if he’s late for dinner or even if he stays
out all night. Count this as minor compared-to what he might
have gone through at work.

Ma&e him comforta6[e. Have him lean back in a
comfortable chair or lie him down in the bedroom. Have a
cool or warm drink ready for him.

}lrmnge his pz[[ow and offer to take off his shoes. Speak
in a low, soothing and pleasant voice. -

Don't clS:{ him questions about his actions or question
his judgment or integrity. Remember, he is the master of the

house and as such will always exercise his will with fairness
and truthfulness. You have no right to question him.

A good wife always Knows her place.

gent.nnu.ed




