


1f 0 *
| \  I want to take Fred 

up on his special 
offer and review 

HIGH REZ FREE for 
30 days. If for any rea
son HIGH REZ doesn’t 
work with my group, 
I’ll simply return it and 

owe nothing.
Annual subscription: $ 175

(Less than 
SIS a month!)

HIGH REZ is a high impact
videocassette series 

that keeps you and 
your youth group in 

touch with the 
world. Let me teH 
you why every 
Nazarene youth 
group needs 
High Rez.

High Rez makes weeknightpro
grams COME ALIVE! Every issue brings 
you interviews, dramatic sketches, Christian 
music videos, and more.

High Rez keeps your teens in touch 
with other Christian youth. Personal and 
Youth Group profiles let your teens know 
their church really is worldwide.

High Rez keeps leaders on the cut
ting  edge o f  youth ministry. Learn from sea 
soned pros what works, what doesn’t, and 
w hat’s new.

We are offering a special 30-dav 
FREE trial! How can you lose? We’re con 
vinced that High Rez is what today’s 
Nazarene youth group needs.

FRED FULLERTO N  
Director of 
NYI Ministries

To review High Rez FREE 
for 30 days CALL:

^ 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE



Editor’ s Choice

Stressed-Out Christmas

L e t  t h e  w h i n i n g  b e g i n .
“C hris tm as is just too hectic .”
“ I w a s  so  b u s y  w i th  th e  c h u r c h  

play and all the parties and program s 
that I just c o u ld n ’t get into the Chris t
mas spirit this year.”

“ I d i d n ’t e v e n  g e t  m y  s h o p p in g  
d o n e .  E v e r y w h e r e  I t r i e d  to  s h o p ,  
h o a rd s  o f  d u m b  p e o p le  w h o  d i d n ’t 
even know  w hat they w anted  clogged 
the aisles.”

“ W h a t  C h r is tm a s  m e a n s  to  m e  is 
that a lot o f  relatives show  up at m y 
h ouse  e x p e c t in g  to  f ind  g if ts  u n d e r  
m y tree and food on m y table.”

“ W o u ld  y o u  b e l i e v e  th a t  U n c le  
L ester  and A unt Fostoria  insisted on 
bringing their  L abrador  retriever with 
th e m ?  ‘H e ’ll be  no  t ro u b le ;  he  can  
sleep with us in the guest ro o m .’” 

“ Yes, w e  d re w  n a m e s  ag a in ,  and  
f o r  th e  t h i r d  s t r a i g h t  y e a r  I d r e w  
C o u s in  R a lp h — the r ich  g u y  in the  
f a m i ly .  W h a t  c o u ld  I g e t  h im ?  H e 
ow ns three stores.”

“ O h ,  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r  w a s  j u s t  
right if  you like spending all Chris t
m as  m o rn in g  co o k in g  and  all a f te r 
noon clean ing  up— with your  mother- 
in-law offering a running  crit ique on 
your  culinary skills.”

“ I got m y  k id  the gener ic  version  
o f  th e  h i g h - p r i c e d  a t h l e t i c  s h o e s  
( s a v e d  $ 2 8 ) ,  b u t  h e  p o u t e d  a n d

w ou ldn 't  stay in the same room with 
them .”

“ I c a n ’t believe I had to wait for 21 
m inutes in the g ift-wrap line.”

A nd then there was the w om an  J. 
W alter  C ross  told  about. On C hr is t
m as Eve she double -checked  her  to- 
do  list and  d is c o v e re d  tha t she had  
failed to send Christm as cards to any 
o n e .  S h e  r u s h e d  to  th e  s to r e  a n d  
f o u n d  tw o  b o x e s  o f  c a r d s  a l r e a d y  
m arked  dow n 50% . Frantically, w ith
out even reading the cards, she start
ed  addressing and signing them. She 
rushed  to  the post office and ju s t  as 
the clerk  was reach ing  for the “This 
W in d o w  C lo s e d ” s ign ,  she p lo p p e d  
them  on the counter.

O n  C h r i s t m a s  D ay , w h e n  th in g s  
had s im m ered dow n a bit, she noticed 
tha t  o ne  o f  the  ca rd s  w as  left  over. 
W ondering ju s t  what Christm as greet
ings she had  sent to  47 f r iends  and 
r e l a t i v e s ,  s h e  r e a d  th e  c a r d .  S h e  
stared unbelievably at the words,

“T his card is ju s t  a note to  say  
A C hristm as g ift is on the way."  
T a lk  a b o u t  a 

s t r e s s e d - o u t  C h r i s t 
m a s .  C a r e  to  g u e s s  
w h a t  sh e  w a s  d o in g  
th e  d ay  a f te r  C h r i s t 
mas?

R e m e m b e r  th e  
stress test invented by 
p s y c h o lo g is t  T h o m a s  
H o l m e s ?  H e  d e v e l 
o p e d  th a t  s c a l e  th a t  
h e l p e d  y o u  m e a s u r e  
the stress in your life.
J o b  lo s s  w a s  35 
p o in t s ,  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  50  p o in ts ,  
m oving  to a new  city 25 points, etc. 
He surm ised that ju s t  living through a 
typical Christm as season produced 14 
stress points. You would  then add up 
all the points ,  and  if your  score was 
200 or  more, you were in grave d an 
ger  o f  a nervous breakdown.

Bridget K uhns  (H om ile tics , O c to 

b e r — D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 9 4 ,  4 5 )  to o k  
H o lm e s ’ scale and app l ied  it to  the 
Virgin M ary  on the first C hris tm as .  
She calculated that any pregnancy is 
worth 40  points, an unplanned p reg
nancy adds 20 more. And how  many 
stress points do  you get for having to 
tell your parents that you are a virgin 
— and pregnant? Mary m oved  in with 
Elizabeth for three months. T h a t ’s 25 
points on the Holmes scale. Marrying 
Joseph  p ro d u ce d  ano ther  50  points .  
The family argument that Kuhns says 
m u s t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  J o s e p h  
failed to make a reservation in Beth
le h e m  d u r i n g  th e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  
chipped in another 35 points. Giving 
birth earns another 39 points. Kuhns 
a l s o  a d d e d  p o i n t s  f o r  c h a n g e s  in 
sleeping and eating habits, 31 points 
on the H olm es scale.

A n d  th e n  th e r e  w e r e  a l l  t h o s e  
gues ts  du r ing  the C h r is tm as  season  
— angels  and shepherds com ing  and 
going and three kings from the East 
calling on the little family.

H o lm e s  r e p o r te d  th a t  p e o p le  get

s i c k  a t  th e  2 0 0  p o i n t  l e v e l .  P o o r  
Mary. Bridge t  K uhns  ca lcu la ted  her 
stress status at 424!

I g u ess  I s h o u ld n ’t let w a i t ing  in 
the gift-wrap line for 20  minutes ruin 
Christmas for me. However, if C har
lie, m y g ran d d a u g h te rs ’ cat, tries to 
c l im b  the  C h r is tm as  tree  aga in  this 
year, I ju s t  m ay freak out.

And you thought your Christmas 
was high-stress.

WESLEY TRACY
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VIEWPOINT
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We Need Some Encouragement!
by James H. D ieh l

T he apostle Paul had just 
about had it! He had been 
on a long and tiring sea 
voyage from C yprus to At- 
talia, a seaport on the 
southern coast o f  what is 
Turkey today. Paul and his 

two traveling com panions ,  Barnabas 
and John  Mark, then m ade the diffi
cult jou rney  to Perga. W hile  in Perga, 
the bottom really fell out!

First,  Paul contracted  a dreadful 
physical disease. Som e scholars b e 
lieve it was a form o f  m alaria  while 
others suggest it was a painful eye 
disease. W hatever  it was caused ex 
trem e pain and brought Paul to the 
throne o f  prayer, repeatedly asking 
God to rem ove this “ thorn in his 
f lesh.” The answ er  G od gave Paul 
was one all o f  us also have heard at 
som e point in our lives, “ My grace is 
sufficient for you, for m y pow er  is 
m ade perfect in w eakness” (2 
Corin th ians 12:9, NIV). Lloyd 
Ogilvie  believes that P a u l ’s decision 
to go to Antioch, 3 ,600 feet high in 
the m ounta ins ,  was to recover.

A second and possibly more 
painful thing happened  to Paul while 
he was in Perga. O ne o f  his m ission
ary com panions ,  John M ark, left him 
and went back to Jerusalem. The fact 
that this young, “ first-term m ission
a ry” defected  and went hom e was up 
setting enough. But, to realize John 
M ark was the cousin o f  Barnabas (his 
other m issionary  com pan ion)  only 
com plicated  the situation. All three 
m en were, w ithout a doubt,  suffering 
greatly.

Paul had intense pain in his body, 
the added pain o f  a broken relation
ship with John M ark, plus a rela tion
ship strain with Barnabas. W hat a 
way to go  to A ntioch and to go  to 
church! Acts 13:14 tells us, “O n the 
Sabbath  they entered  the synagogue

and sat do w n ” (NIV). A fter all o f  
that,  who w o u ld n ’t want to sit down?

Being in that kind o f  pain, distress, 
and turmoil, Paul heard the leaders o f  
the synagogue say, “ Brothers, if  you 
have a m essage o f  encouragem ent 
for the people, please speak” (Acts 
13:15, NIV). Paul rose to speak, and 
what a m essage o f  encouragem ent he 
gave! The first full sermon preached 
by Paul about Jesus Christ was given 
with special em phasis  placed on sal
vation by faith and not by the works 
o f  the law. His m essage was so e n 
couraging that “on the next Sabbath 
almost the whole city gathered to 
hear the word o f  the L o rd” (v. 44, 
NIV).

B rothers, if you have a 
MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

FOR THE PEOPLE, 
PLEASE SPEAK."

In spite o f  terrible circumstances 
and disappointing people, Paul re
fused to preach about those things but 
lifted his focus to Jesus Christ and 
preached a powerful message o f  en 
couragement. I believe the same re
quest is being m ade today in every 
Nazarene church in the land, “Broth
ers, if you have a message o f  encour
agem ent for the people, please speak."

All o f  us know  that circumstances 
are bad everywhere . All o f  us know 
that m any people are m ore d isap
pointing than ever. All o f  us know  the 
m ajority  o f  news and conversation is 
focused on the negative. If ever  there

was a time to stand and give a m es
sage o f  encouragem ent,  it is today!

Pastors, I challenge you in the 
nam e o f  Jesus, preach a message of  
encouragem ent to your people! Your 
people have been beaten up enough 
during the week by others, so leave 
the club (or ball bat) outside. In most 
cases, our people d o n ’t need more 
guilt— they need a message o f  en 
couragem ent focused on the great 
Liberator— Jesus Christ.

Sunday School teachers, I also 
challenge you in the nam e of  Jesus, 
teach a lesson o f  encouragement! 
Refuse to allow your teaching to 
dwell on all the terrible c ircum 
stances around you and the people in 
our  world who upset you. Sure, they 
need to be mentioned, but place the 
focus o f  your teaching on the great 
Encourager— Jesus Christ. People 
should leave your class feeling in 
their hearts that there is hope con 
cerning the pain, distress, and turmoil 
they are experiencing. D o n ’t send 
them away feeling more hopeless 
than they were when they came.

Two thousand years ago, angels 
broke into the midnight sky and gave 
a message o f  encouragem ent to the 
shepherds on a hillside, “Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
o f  great joy, which shall be to all peo
ple” (Luke 2:10). Som e years later, 
Paul refused to preach about his 
aches and pains but gave the people a 
message of  encouragem ent. N ow  it is 
your turn. N ow  it is my turn.

Write it in the f lyleaf o f  your Bible, 
place it on the pulpit, or place it on 
the teaching lectem —
"Brothers [and sis
ters], i f  you  have a 
m essage o f  encour
agem ent fo r  the p e o 
ple , p lease  speak."
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The Readers Write

M illh u ff’s M ath
I wonder how the Rev. Doctor Millhuff figured that if an 

evangelist was paid $1,000 per week for 26 weeks (earning 
$26,000) that he or she would only have $18,000 left after Social 
Security and income tax (October, page 31)? According to my 
calculations, given current tax rates, the evangelist would have 
about $ 2 1.000 left, not $ 18,000.

Felicia Bertrando Smith
Editor's note: I spoke with Rev. Millhuff about this, and he 

said that he included, or meant to include, "health insurance" in 
his original comment in addition to the taxes cited. Given the 
fact that the health insurance plans that the editor knows about 
run between $5,000 and $8,000 per year, not even $18,000 
would remain.

U se Real F igures, P lease
You've got to be kidding. Chuck Millhuff says that evange

lists should be paid $1,000 per meeting and it will give them 
about $18,000 annually after social security and taxes. Then he 
says that $1,000 per revival is “still far below what the average 
pastor is being paid in cash salary."

I don ’t know who he considers to be an average pastor. I 
checked the cash salaries of the pastors on my district and found 
the average cash salary to be just $10,928. The median cash 
salary is $11,457. In fact, there are only seven churches on my 
district that pay a cash salary over $18,000 annually.

The Sept. Herald  contained the figures for all the U.S. dis
tricts. The overall salary average was just $12,297. which is far 
below $ 18,000. In fact, the Herald figures state that the average 
total compensation including salary, housing, and benefits is just 
$23,374. That is $2,626 below what Millhuff considers should 
be the gross salary of an evangelist.

I don't begrudge paying an evangelist well. 1 just think we 
should use real figures.

Tom Lor inter 
Fort Madison, Iowa

1 truly appreciated the October article “Evangelists in Dia
logue." However, there was one glaring mistake. This inaccurate 
statement related to pastors’ salaries. One evangelist recom
mended that a church pay a minimum of $1,000 per meeting 
since many evangelists average only 26 meetings per year, 
therefore a gross salary of $26,000. Certainly they are worth that 
and more! So far, so good.

However, then the same evangelist dropped the ball by assert
ing that such an annual salary is “still far below what the aver
age pastor is being paid in cash salary.” If this is true, there must 
be a large number of below average pastors in the Church of the 
Nazarene . . .

A quick check of my district journal reveals that last year one 
of the 95 pastors on our district exceeded $26,000 cash salary, 
and four or five others got close. The average was about $ 10,000 
cash salary, slightly below the denom inational average of  
$12,297.

Instead of comparing the evangelist to a hypothetically false 
pastor’s salary, it seems better to challenge our people to give

liberally to our evangelists because they provide their own 
home, pay utilities, have lots of travel expense, are away from 
home a lot, and cannot always get meetings during the summer 
or around holidays.

Please don’t misunderstand my letter as a lack of gratitude for 
what our people do for pastors. My people are very giving to 
me, and every Sunday I’m humbled and grateful for what I re
ceive, knowing it comes from the faithful giving of tithes and of
ferings from some wonderful laymen. I just want our discussion 
to be accurate.

Gary A. Williamson 
Oakland City, Ind.

Editor's Note: Rev. Millhuff says that he meant “cash salary 
plus benefits,” not just cash salary.

M entoring
I read your article “Mentoring Moments” with joy and thank

fulness (Oct. 1994 issue).
As a grandfather of 12 and a father of 6, I sensed much love, 

God’s love, in your airplane experience with a mother and her 
two children (and expecting again). I both laughed and cried 
about their situation, but most of all thanked God for the com
passion and understanding you conveyed in a difficult environ
ment. The mother o f  those children will not soon forget the 
kindness of “Grandpa” on that airplane trip, and though the 
names are unknown, I truly believe that somehow the Holy Spir
it will do HIS work in her heart. I. too, will pray for them!

God bless you!
Pat Codispote 
Millville, N.J.

Nazarene Higher Education  
Offers 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY!
The C hurch  o f the N azarene, from  its inception , has been com m it

ted to h igher education . The church  prov ides the co llege/un iversity  
w ith  students, adm in istra tive  and facu lty  leadership , and financial and 
spiritual support. T he co llege/un iversity  educates the c h u rc h 's  youth 
and m any o f the ch u rc h 's  adults, guides them  tow ard  sp iritual m aturi
ty. en riches the church , and sends out into the w orld th inking , loving 
servants o f C hrist. T he church  co llege/un iversity , w hile not a local 
congregation , is an integral part o f the church; it is an expression  o f 
the church.

— 1 9 9 3 -9 7  N a z a ren e  Manual

T he In ternational B oard o f  E ducation  invites those w ho are prepar
ing to teach  in a N azarene co llege, un iversity , or sem inary to subm it a 
cu rren t vita, w hich will be m ade available  to  the undergraduate  and 
g raduate institu tions o f  the church . L isted below  are know n needs for 
the 1995-96 academ ic year. S ince all needs cannot be antic ipated , o th
e r open ings m ay occu r in teach ing , adm in istra tive , o r s taff roles. 
N azarene co lleges are equal opportun ity  em ployers.

Business A dm inistration  Psychology
Chem istry (A nalytical/Inorganic) R eligion (C hristian Education: New Testament)
Education (G eneral; Special N eeds) Social W ork
English or W riting Sociology
Inform ation Technology Spanish
M athem atics Speech C om m unication
M edical Technology Teacher Education (Director: Pasadena Campus;
N ursing Pupil Personnel Services; Reading)
Philosophy Theology
Physician Assistant

For further information please contact:
D r. J e r ry  I). L a m b ert, E ducation  C om m issioner
In te rn a tio n a l B oard  o f E ducation
C h u rch  of the Naz.arene
6401 T he Paseo
K ansas C ity , M O  64131
816-333-7000, ext. 2226
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M entoring  M om ents
i love the Herald o f  Holiness and read it from cover to cover. I 

enjoyed your article “Mentoring Moments” in the October issue, 
but I was somewhat upset by the use of the words "screwed up" 
that you used twice in your article . . . (we] hear these words so 
much in the language of the world. 1 am praying that you will 
see this as constructive criticism, it is what I intend it to be. I 
will continue to enjoy the Herald. God bless you all.

Wanda Wagoner 
Follansbee, W.Va.

Snake H andlers
About Dr. Daniel Spross’s August H erald  article against 

snakehandling, I feel as the much older Isaac Watts did about 
Charles Wesley’s hymn "Wrestling Jacob"— who told Charles 
that it was of more worth than his own verses. Much that my 
former students have written is of more worth than my own 
scribblings, including the H erald's  recent editorial on contem
plative prayer. Nazarenes and other Holiness people are being 
discipled every month by this missile we call the Herald o f Holi
ness.

About the Spross article, it could have mentioned that Luke 
10:19 is not a centuries-later addition to Luke, as the passage 
about picking up "snakes” is in Mark 16:18— and that Jesus in 
Luke says to the “seventy-two" whom He had sent out, "I have 
given you the power of the enemy [Satan, v. 18]; nothing will 
harm you." The various interpretative helps given by Spross on 
the spurious passage would apply also to this one. Besides, this 
was said to the "seventy-two”; Jesus might not have meant to 
say it to all believers for all times.

./. Kenneth Grider 
Olivet Nazurene University

D ancing
Just wanted to say how much I appreciated your answering the 

question on dancing in the September issue of the Herald (The 
Question Box). There 's a misconception floating around con
cerning the General Assembly's last action on the subject. You 
gave a sound and direct answer. Thanks for making the Herald 
such a practical and great magazine.

Sharon Thornhill 
Roversford, Pa.

V ictorian  and F em in ist Im agination
Reading "Holiness and Halloween” caused me to reflect on 

what exactly bothers me about most Christian discussions of this 
topic. Focusing narrowly on “occult symbols" such as Hal
loween costumes or "V for vampire" seems to me to be missing 
the larger question, which is "How shall we prepare our children 
to live in a world where the people they meet have dangerous re
ligious beliefs?"

We certainly won’t do it by accepting the neopagan's version 
of history: the Middle Ages as a time of witches' sabbaths and 
the covert handing down of druidic traditions. Anyone who stud
ies medieval history and literature (as 1 did, at a fine Christian 
university) will find many important and spiritually nourishing 
examples of  Christian thought, theology, art, and literature. 
(Your other October article, "By Grace Alone,” has a more real
istic assessment of this period. . . .) Popular and legal interest in 
witchcraft was not at all common until the Renaissance and the 
early modern period and had little or no influence on traditional 
American Halloween customs. Most of contemporary neopagan
ism is based on Victorian and feminist imagination and recon
struction of what they wish earlier periods of history had been 
like.

Gloria Wall 
Mountain View, Calif.

Trick-or-Treat
Jesus was probably bom in the spring, rather than the winter. 

Christmas trees have been called idolatrous. Santa Claus doesn't 
exist. These facts don't keep me. as a Christian, from celebrating

Christmas. Eggs and bunnies are from pagan fertility rites. Plas
tic grass and chocolate aren't connected to the resurrection of Je
sus Christ. That doesn't keep me, as a Christian, from celebrat
ing Easter. Parents in our church still bring their children to the 
annual egg hunt on our church lawn. So Halloween has histori
cal connections to witches and Druids. I don't decorate my home 
with witches and goblins, and I 'm  not a Druid. My children 
don't dress like Satanists on Halloween. And I. as a Christian, 
will not let ancient history or popular practice keep my children 
and myself from having a great time trick-or-treating this year. 
“Though the wrong seems oft so strong. God is the ruler, yet.” 
Do we believe that, or not?

Ken and Mary Chamberlain 
Ozark, Mo.

D ove Award
I found the question in October's 10-Point Quiz regarding the 

"Christian” Dove Award winner in poor taste and unnecessary.
Doesn't the news media do enough to publicize and seemingly 

gloat at these unfortunate events? God help us to pray for those 
who have fallen that they will be restored to His grace and not to 
add an additional kick when a soul is down.

Eva Wood 
Bentonville, Ark.
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I nto the Word

Foundations of the Faith in Philippians

Walking in the Light
ROGER L. HAHN

Roger L. Hahn is professor o f New 
Testament at Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

Therefore, as many o f  us as would he 
perfect, let us set our minds on this goal, 
and i f  any one o f  you should set your 
mind differently. God will reveal this to 
you. But in any case, the goal is to stay 
in step with the light we've already come 
to (Philippians 3:15-16).*

“So, n o b o d y ’s p e r f e c t ,”  my second 
grader responded casually. He had 
missed almost every problem on an 
arithmetic assignment. I was trying to 
rebuke him without destroying his self
esteem, but his response made it clear 
that his self-esteem was not in danger. I 
found myself more disturbed by his 
lackadaisical attitude than by his math
ematical inability. His attitude seemed 
so typical of our culture. Not only do 
most folks consider perfection impossi
ble, many regard the pursuit of it to be 
harmful! In sharp contrast, Philippians 
3:15 makes clear that the apostle Paul 
was very interested in perfection and in 
pursuing it.

The apostle addressed his exhorta
tion to “as many of us as would be per
fect.” The power of these startling 
words is missed by most modem trans
lations of the New Testament. Many 
versions translate Paul’s word “perfect” 
in verse 15 as “mature.” Perhaps they 
hope to avoid the appearance of a con
tradiction with verse 12 where Paul de

nies that he has achieved perfection. 
There is no need to suppose that Paul 
contradicted himself, nor is it necessary 
to protect him from the suspicion of in
consistency.

Authors of the Greek New Testament 
often omitted the verb “to be” as they 
wrote, and this is what Paul did in verse
15. Literally translated it reads, “There
fore, as many of  us a s  perfect.”
The context is anticipating the future, 
and so it is best to supply “will be” or 
“would be.” Paul was also ready to 
shift from his own spiritual life to em 
brace the spiritual lives of  his readers. 
Verse 15 shifts from the “I have not al
ready reached perfection” o f  verse 12 
to the plural “as many of us as would 
be perfect.”

The modern translations do catch 
part of Paul’s meaning when they use 
the word “mature” in verse 15. The bib
lical concept of perfection is not ab
solute perfection. Rather, biblical per
fection means being all that 
one can or ought to be at 
any given moment. The fo
cus is on the maturity that 
can be expected at each 
stage of life. This truth of
fers the dynamic possibility 
of celebrating all that God 
has done in our lives up to 
now while always expect
ing Him to do much more.

The word that best de
scribes a Christian being all 
he or she can be at a given moment and 
still having the potential for growth is 
the word “Christlike.” In verse 12, Paul 
denies that he has already become total
ly like Christ. But Christlikeness is still 
his goal, as verse 15 shows. “As many 
of us as would be perfectly Christlike 
let us set our minds on that goal.” H ow
ever, Paul is interested in more than just 
thinking about Christlikeness. The 
Greek verb he used meant thought that 
led to action. Christlikeness isn't a sub

ject for us to mull over; it is a life to be 
lived. Paul’s own life provides a beauti
ful example of how thinking about 
Christlikeness can move into living the 
life.

Not everyone will respond to this vi
sion of  Christian perfection. However, 
the apostle had no plans for a church- 
wide Christlikeness assessment plan.
He was confident that if one set his or 
her mind “differently," God was best 
equipped to communicate the dangers 
of such thoughts and the actions to 
which those lesser thoughts would lead.

There is great danger in beginning 
the pursuit of perfection or Christlike
ness and then giving up before the jour
ney is over. Bitter cynicism is almost 
always the unhappy result. That is why 
Paul included verse 16. The verse is 
awkwardly constructed in Greek, but 
one could well paraphrase his thought 
as, "Walk in the light you ’ve received." 
Anything less dishonors both God and 
ourselves.

The Advent season reminds us that 
the life of Christ was not static. He 
grew and developed until His goal of 
obedience was completed on the Cross. 
The Christmas season offers us the joy
ful opportunity to both think about and 
live out the life o f  Christ in our world.

For fu rth er  study: ( !)  Rom ans 12:3 
speaks o f  the way we set our minds.

Study Romans 12 and list the charac
teristics o f  Christlikeness that are 
called for. (2) R eflect on the meaning o f 
John 1:14 in relationship with Christ’s 
birth and with Luke 2:41-52, especially 
verse 52. (3) In the light o f  Christ, ex
am ine your fa ith fu lness in walking in 
the light G od has shed on your path. 
Identify areas o f  life in which your obe
dience m ust be brought up to date, tfc
‘Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation.

Christian perfection isn’t a 
subject for us to mull over; 
it is a life to be lived.
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Caravan 1994 Phineas F. Bresee Award Recipients
The general Caravan office is delighted to announce the recipients of the 1994 Phineas F. Bresee Medal, the highest award children in the 

hurch of the Nazarene can earn.
If your local church would like to join this fun-filled and exciting program, contact Caravan, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.

istrict City Recipient
KDT Akron, Ohio Adam Miller
fen. Caldwell. Ohio Erin Frye
t Canton, Ohio Amanda Bondy
on Canton. Ohio Stacy Dillon
on Canton, Ohio Kerin Goodenberger
on Canton, Ohio Rachel Smith
on Canton. Ohio Rachel Stetler
on Canton, Ohio Corrie Tate
on East Liverpool, Ohio Crystal Dawn Saling
on East Liverpool, Ohio Jenica Yousl
bama North Decatur. Ala Lori Brown
bama North Decatur. Ala. Franklin Bumpus
bama North Decatur, Ala. Zachary Cameron
bama North Decatur, Ala. Lala Tambora
iheim Long Beach. Calit. .Rebekah Neal
iheim Upland, Calif. Paul Brownbridge
iheim Upland. Calif. Laura Brunson
iheim Upland. Calif. Deborah Denney
iheim Upland. Calif Elizabeth Greci
iheim Upland, Calif. Lauren McCloud
iheim Upland, Calif. J.D. Richter
iheim Upland, Calif. Bethany Williams
zona Chandler, Ariz. Cheryl Anglin
zona Chandler, Ariz. Tyler Bassett
zona Chandler, Ariz. Connor Chapman
zona Chandler. Ariz. Tasha Myers
zona Chandler, Ariz. Brad Turner
zona Chandler. Ariz. Britney West
zona Glendale, Ariz. Melissa Schillerstrom
zona Glendale. Ariz. Janelle Bodewin
zona Glendale, Ariz. Shannon Hutchison
zona Glendale, Ariz. Kirstin Milliman
zona Glendale, Ariz. Shannon Reiff
zona Glendale, Ariz. Danielle Wiles
zona Mesa, Ariz. Tamara Allen
izona Mesa. Ariz. Joel Miller
zona Mesa, Ariz. John Peasley
izona Mesa. Ariz. Kurtis Strunk
izona Peoria, Ariz. Erin Estle
zona Phoenix, Ariz. Leanne Leonard
M a Phoenix, Ariz. Andrew Midkiff
zona Phoenix, Ariz. Justin Weir
Sana Sierra Vista, Ariz. Sarah Plumb
zona Sierra Vista, Ariz. Jennifer Watkins
zona Tempe, Ariz. Mark Blaize
zona Tempe, Ariz. David Brannan
izona Tempe. Ariz. Belinda Jo Miller
izona Tucson. Ariz. Tim Higgenbottom
nada Atlantic O'Leary. PEI. Jennifer Campbell
nada Atlantic Oleary. P.E.I. Audrey Perry
nada West Calgary, Alta. Heather Moreton
ntrai California Atwater, Calif. Zachary Perry
ntral California Jackson, Calif. Elizabeth Parker
ntral California Lemoore, Calif. Leanne Mazza
ntral California Tulare. Calif. Jason Whitten
ntral Florida Lakeland. Fla. Michelle Boston
ntral Florida Lakeland. Fla. Earl Vennum
ntral Florida Lakeland, Fla. Tiffney Willison
ntral Florida Pinellas Park, Fla. Jon Lewis
mtral Florida Tampa. Fla. Christopher Strasbaugh
ntral Florida Tampa, Fla. Jessica Chambers
ntral Florida Tampa, Fla. Sandy Dorman
ntral Florida Tampa, Fla. Ian Eveland
ntral Florida Tampa. Fla. Brian Gelakoski
ntral Florida Tampa, Fla. David LaBorde
ntral Florida Tampa, Fla. Shawn Rayney
ntral Florida Tampa, Fla. Deanna Williams

antral Ohio Chillicothe, Ohio Jeremy Park
ntral Ohio New Lexington, Ohio Kristin Lanham

antral Ohio Pickerington, Ohio Renee Gollon
ncago Central Bradley, III. Desta Haney
licago Central Chicago. III. Erin Kelsey
►orado Arvada, Colo. Lisa Iwagoshi
olorado Colorado Springs, Colo. Daniel Ghrayyeb
olorado Denver. Colo. Shannon Berge
olorado Denver, Colo. Rynthia Borrego
plorado Denver, Colo. Holly Cole
olorado Denver, Colo. Monica Cox
olorado Denver, Colo. Kaylee Dryer
(olorado Denver, Colo. James Dyer
(Olorado Denver, Colo. Carrie Hays
blorado Denver. Colo. Jonathon Lemont
blorado Denver, Colo. Christy McGuire
Solorado Denver, Colo. Jameson Miller
blorado Denver, Colo. Ben Nelson
[olorado Denver, Colo. Nathan Noe
[olorado Englewood, Colo. Adam Hatfield
[olorado Security, Colo. Monica Carpenter
[olorado Security, Colo. Brandon Lee
[olorado Security, Colo. Landon Sword

District City Recipient
Dakota Larimore, N.Dak. Isaac Duncklee
Dakota Larimore, N.Dak. Racheal Trosen
Dakota Mandan, N.Dak Mary Cameron
Dakota Mandan, N.Dak. Daniel Gietzen
Dakota Mandan, N.Dak. Bethany Olson
Dallas Tyler, Tex. Travis Young
East Tennessee Crossville, Tenn. Stephen Hargis
East Tennessee Crossville, Tenn. Nicole Simmons
East Tennessee Crossville, Tenn. Amy Smith
Eastern Kentucky Richmond, Ky. Jason Scott Curry
Georgia Atlanta, Ga. Kristina Grundy
Houston Houston, Tex. Spencer Carney
Houston Houston, Tex. Scott Evans
Houston Houston, Tex. Alma Flores
Houston Houston. Tex. Heather Gann
Houston Houston, Tex. Christy Graham
Houston Houston, Tex. Summer Jaggers
Houston Houston, Tex. Nickolas Santner
Houston Lufkin, Tex. Brian Morris
Houston Pasadena, Tex. Jamie Hutchison
Illinois Casey. III. Dennette Munson
Illinois Decatur, III. Marcy Nelson
Illinois Marshall, III. Joshua L. Baswell
Indianapolis Indianapolis, Ind. Heather Steveson
Indianapolis Shelbyville, Ind. Jill Rush
Intermountain Boise. Idaho Jill Deakins
Intermountain Boise, Idaho Lindsey Parsons
Intermountain Idaho Falls, Idaho Nathan Thompson
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Christy Cline
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Sharee Fisher
Intermountain Nampa. Idaho Kandice Gingrich
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Candice Gunstream
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Brittany Jamison
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Cheryl Larson
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Karen Long
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Daniel Lowry
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Brittany McDaniel
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Heidi Meis
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Naomi Ness
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Amy Pruss
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Kathleen Russell
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Anna Salisbury
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Marcie Ward
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Kendall Yoder
Intermountain Nampa, Idaho Susan Young
Intermountain Pocatello, Idaho Matthew Swank
Iowa Burlington, Iowa Christopher Hulett
Iowa Burlington, Iowa James Rhodes
Iowa Burlington, Iowa Josh Timmerman
Iowa Davenport, Iowa Jimmy Christy
Iowa Davenport, Iowa Joshua Liebing
Iowa Marshalltown. Iowa Sara McLain
Joplin Coffeyville, Kans. Logan Dively
Kansas Derby, Kans. Beverly Love
Kansas Haysville, Kans. Brian Dezotell
Kansas Hutchinson, Kans. Carly Kelley
Kansas Liberal, Kans. Kimberly Lawson
Kansas Lyons, Kans. Lorie Millard
Kansas Olathe, Kans. Derek Wry
Kansas Topeka, Kans. Jill Woodward
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Sonya Burrell
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Jenny Cox
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Jonathan Crowe
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Melissa Horsley
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Ruthanna Mann
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Amber McCullough
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Jill Ratliff
Kansas Wichita, Kans. fyler Rovenstine
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Lacy Schnur
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Christina Wangberg
Kansas Wichita, Kans. Bradley Wiens
Kansas City Kansas City, Mo. Teddy Himes
Kansas City Kansas City, Mo. Dustin Pence
Kansas City Kansas City, Mo. Valon Thompson
Kansas City Kansas City. Mo. Stuart Turley
Kansas City Kingston, Mo. Chris Davis
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Michael Asplund
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Mindy Cooper
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Melissa Dowden
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Lacole Hook
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Janna Knight
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Andrea Lester
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Kristy Luther
Kansas City Olathe. Kans. Laurie Morsch
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Rachel Ostergaard
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Amber Pollard
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Ryan Raber
Kansas Ci^ Olathe, Kans. Shelly Smith
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Nicole Tassin
Kansas City Olathe, Kans. Amanda Walter

District City Recipient
Kansas City Raytown. Mo Vickie Owensby

■Kansas City Saint Joseph, Mo. Ryan Keller
Kansas City Saint Joseph, Mo. Sara Keller
Kansas City Saint Joseph, Mo. Jared Kirk
Kansas City Topeka, Kans. Bonni Cook
Los Angeles Atwater, Calif. Nickolas Daniel
Los Angeles Atwater, Calif. Joel Ewen
Los Angeles Covina, Calif. Tiffany Clark
Los Angeles Los Osos, Calif. Ethan App
Los Angeles Los Osos, Calif. Elizabeth Boorman
Los Angeles Los Osos, Calif. Margaret Esser
Los Angeles Los Osos, Calif. Julie Short
Los Angeles Los Osos, Calif. Matthew Voisinet
Louisiana Baton Rouge, La. Ryan Beeson
Louisiana Baton Rouge, La. Candice McWilliams
Louisiana Baton Rouge, La. Bonnie Wilkinson
Metro New York Butler, N.J. Kevin Rogers
Michigan Buchanan, Mich. Mark Bailey
Michigan Buchanan, Mich. Jennifer Gillette
Michigan Buchanan, Mich. Amber Kurz
Michigan Grand Ledge, Mich. Tym Rust
Michigan Grand Ledge, Mich. Diana Waldrop
Michigan Grand Rapids, Mich. Jennifer Andringa
Michigan Grand Rapids, Mich. Janeen Fellows
Michigan Kalamazoo, Mich. Timothy D. Mingus
Michigan Lansing, Mich. Stephanie Beckwith
Michigan Mason, Mich. Carla Groh
Michigan Mason, Mich. Jennifer Kibbey
Michigan Midland, Mich. Kristine Grawburg
Michigan Muskegon, Mich. Amber Broton
Michigan Muskegon, Mich. Adam Carlson
Michigan Muskegon, Mich. Valarie Carlson
Michigan New Lothrop, Mich. Laura Johnson
Michigan New Lothrop, Mich. Gretchen Ketterman
Michigan Saint Johns, Mich. Jimmy Schweigert
Mississippi Jackson, Miss. Crystal Brewer
Mississippi Jackson, Miss. Judy Sellers
Missouri Ironton, Mo. Brian Muttschal!
Nebraska Grand Island, Nebr. Ryan Evans
New England Lowell, Mass. Gloria Collazo
New England Lowell, Mass. Andrew Magnuson
New England Lowell, Mass. Jessica Metcalfe
New England Lowell, Mass. Randy Xayachack
New England South Weymouth, Mass. C. Michael Rafano
New England Uxbridge, Mass. James Cole
North Arkansas Beebe, Ark. Drew Hillian
North Arkansas Beebe. Ark. Keba Rogers
North Carolina Asheville, N.C. Jonathan Stewart
North Carolina Hendersonville, N.C. Phillip Pollok
North Carolina Hendersonville, N.C. Sarah Shuford
North Central Ohio Bucyrus, Ohio Roger LaSalle
North Central Ohio Bucyrus, Ohio Zendra Raypole
North Central Ohio Jefferson, Ohio Justin Palmer
North Central Ohio Mahon, Ohio Marcus Tyler
North Central Ohio Painesville, Ohio Andrew Braisted
North Central Ohio Sandusky, Ohio Jennifer Butler
North Central Ohio Sandusky, Ohio Jeniece Flack
North Central Ohio Sandusky, Ohio Melissa Long
North Central Ohio Sandusky, Ohio Kelly Westcott
Northeast Oklahoma Bartlesville, Okla. Ryan D. Brumbaugh
Northeast Oklahoma Broken Arrow, Okla. Michael Hunt
Northeast Oklahoma Broken Arrow, Okla. Timothy Sullivan
Northeast Oklahoma Collinsville, Okla. Matthew Spencer
Northeast Oklahoma Tulsa. Okla. James Cox
Northeast Oklahoma Tulsa. Okla Justin Hedges
Northeast Oklahoma Tulsa, Okla. Amanda Robison
Northeastern Indiana Elkhart. Ind. Brooke Clark
Northeastern Indiana Muncie, Ind. Steven Coffman
Northeastern Indiana Portland, Ind. Cara Barger
Northeastern Indiana Portland, Ind. Jerod Clark
Northeastern Indiana Portland, Ind. Jenny Heaps
Northeastern Indiana Portland, Ind. Sarah Osenbaugh
Northern California Hemet, Calif. Andy Lee
Northern California Hemet, Calif. Dacia Lee
Northern California Hemet, Calif. Jennifer McClanahan
Northern California Hemet, Calif. Jeffrey Ours
Northern Calitomia Napa, Calif. Jessica Quiett
Northern California Napa, Calif. Toby Roberts
Northern California San Jose, Calif. Christina Drendel
Northern California San Jose, Calif. Benjamin Earle
Northern California San Jose, Calif. Mary Jo Atchison
Northern California San Jose, Calif. Justin Madison
Northern Michigan Alanson, Mich. Mike Eggers
Northern Michigan Alanson, Mich. Katie Thompson
Northwest Colville, Wash. Christopher Breuer
Northwest Yakima, Wash. Molly Bales
Northwest Yakima, Wash. Dean Sandros
Northwest Indiana Portage, Ind. Lonnie Schulze
Northwest Oklahoma Alva, Okla. Marie McKinley
Northwest Oklahoma Ponca City, Okla. Danielle Brown

District City Recipient
Northwest Oklahoma Ponca City, Okla. Mika Kruck
Northwest Oklahoma Ponca City, Okla. Debbie Potter
Northwest Oklahoma Ponca City, Okla Amy Summers
Northwestern Ohio Defiance, Ohio Becky Wright
Northwestern Ohio Mount Sterling, Ohio Amanda Bowers
Northwestern Ohio Mount Sterling, Ohio Jamee Crum
Northwestern Ohio Mount Sterling, Ohio Korrie Hough
Northwestern Ohio Mount Sterling, Ohio Lindsay Quire
Northwestern Ohio Mount Sterling, Ohio Stephanie Riffle
Northwestern Ohio Mount Sterling, Ohio Lora Rouse
Northwestern Ohio Perrysburg, Ohio Brad Williamson
Northwestern Ohio Toledo, Ohio Jennifer Brewer
Oregon Pacific Eugene, Oreg. Claire Baenum
Oregon Pacific Eugene, Oreg. Cory Dixon
Oregon Pacific Eugene, Oreg. Chad Johnson
Oregon Pacific Eugene, Oreg. Jennifer McMurtrey
Oregon Pacific Eugene, Oreg. Rashelle McPherson
Oregon Pacific Eugene, Oreg. Randy Willis
Oregon Pacific Salem, Oreg. Kristen Snyder
Oregon Pacific Salem, Oreg. Christopher Steinke
Oregon Pacific Springfield, Oreg. Heather Stone
Philadelphia Erma, N.J. Billy Weatherby
Philadelphia Hershey, Pa. Goldie Yiengst
Philadelphia Lewisburg. Pa. Michael Berge
Philadelphia Lewisburg. Pa. David Morgan
Rocky Mountain Cheyenne, Wyo. Emily Bristow
Sacramento Jackson, Calif. Peter Welch
San Antonio Waco, Tex. Tessa Eller
Southeast Oklahoma Oklahoma City, Okla. Erin Nicole Sneed
Southeast Oklahoma Twin Lakes, Okla. Anna Duroy
Southeast Oklahoma Twin Lakes, Okla. Christina Versaw
Southern California Hemet, Calif. Stephanie Covington
Southern California Hemet, Calif. Ardena Williams
Southern California San Diego, Calif. Amber Dawn Wilkinson
Southern California San Diego, Calif. Monica May
Southern California San Diego, Calif. Oscar Miranda
Southern California San Diego, Calif. Arthur Schmidt
Southern Florida Princeton, Fla. Melanie Ivey
Southwest Indiana Evansville, Ind. Leslie Alvey
Southwest Indiana Evansville, Ind. Erin Rumbley
Southwest Oklahoma Oklahoma City, Okla. Forrest Hewett
Southwest Oklahoma Oklahoma City, Okla. Greg Jeffries
Southwest Oklahoma Oklahoma City, Okla. Jordan Martin
Southwest Oklahoma Yukon, Okla. Leslie Bond
Southwest Oklahoma Yukon, Okla. Deanna Keesee
Southwest Oklahoma Yukon, Okla. Jessica Maine
Southwest Oklahoma Yukon, Okla. Valene McCormick
Virginia Richmond, Va. Matthew McKosky
Washington Denton, Md. Christen Legates
Washington Frederick, Md. Benjamin Seyler
Washington Frederick, Md. Stephanie While
Washington Glen Burnie, Md. Tiffany Cruz
Washington Hagerstown, Md William Rowe
Washington Hagerstown, Md. Aaron Wilson
Washington Laurel, Del. Marci Jester
Washington Salisbury, Md. Melissa Barnes
Washington Salisbury. Md. Ricky Dennis
Washington Salisbury, Md. Jennifer Feather
Washington Salisbury, Md. Lindsay Knechtel
Washington Salisbury, Md. Summer Platter
Washington Salisbury, Md. Randy Scott
Washington Pacific Issaguah, Wash. Caleb Wright
Washington Pacific Kent, Wash. Tera Larson
Washington Pacific Oak Harbor, Wash. Timothy Abbott
Washington Pacific Oak Harbor. Wash Dustie Chambers
Washington Pacific Oak Harbor, Wash. Mandy Mahatfey
Washington Pacific Oak Harbor, Wash. Brett Waller
Washington Pacific Seattle, Wash. Melanie Hudson
Washington Pacific Seattle, Wash. Susan Simmons
West Texas Arlington, Tex Alex Mahaffey
West Texas Arlington. Tex. Caley Snyder
West Texas Denton, Tex. Ben Hewitt
West Texas Denton, Tex. Janice Libick
West Texas Fort Worth, Tex. Erin Jeffreys
West Virginia North Morgantown, W.Va. Vanessa Baldwin
West Virginia North Morgantown, W.Va. Heather Harris
West Virginia North Morgantown, W.Va. D.J. Lenhart
West Virginia North Morgantown, W.Va. Jennifer Mullens
West Virginia North New Cumberland, W.Va. Stephen Pitcock
West Virginia North Weirton, W.Va. Brandon Lamp
West Virginia North Weirton, W.Va. Olivia Mills
West Virginia North Weirton, W.Va. Leah Swiger
West Virginia North Weirton, W.Va. Jaclyn Walters
West Virginia South Pineville, W.Va. Benny Brooks
West Virginia South Pineville, W.Va. Thomas McKnight
Wisconsin Columbus, Wis, Paul Wesley Suiter
Wisconsin St. Croix Falls, Wis. Sarah Priebe
'A w a r d s  a p p ro v e d  a s  o f  J u ly  1 , 1 9 9 4 .



MARGO
AND

GINGER
A Story of Love, 
Grief, and Faith

by Sherri Langton

M a rg o :  l iv e ly ;  f u n - l o v 
ing; in te ll igen t;  c o n f i 
dent.

Dead.
A s e m i n a r  on  v i o 

lence and its erosion on 
the lives o f  children has 

draw n a group o f  educators to a sub
u rban  D e n v e r  co u n t ry  c lub .  S o m e 
w h e r e  b e t w e e n  th e  c o f f e e ,  t e a  
m uff in s ,  and  firs t  tw o  lec tu res ,  the 
educators have passed a silent verdict 
on m en w ho batter w om en  into g rue
som e statistics. N ow  the g roup  listens 
as G inger  G reen  describes her daugh 
ter, Margo, and the violence that d e 
flated her 22 years to a memory.

G i n g e r  is w a r m ,  s o f t - s p o k e n ,  
graceful.  She sm iles  a lot and likes 
to  h u g  p e o p le .  S h e  is t r a n s p a r e n t  
w hen  she speaks,  con fess ing  sorrow  
an d  q u e s t io n s  a n d  a n g e r ,  b u t  a l so  
ex p la in in g  fo rg iv en ess  and  fa ith  in 
C hris t  and  he lp ing  o the rs— the stuff  
o f  her  survival.

H o w  can  this  m o the r ,  a m e m b e r  
o f  D e n v e r  F i r s t  C h u r c h  o f  th e  
N a z a r e n e ,  pee l  b a c k  the  la y e r s  o f  
hea ling  and  revisit the w ors t  day  o f  
h e r  l i f e ?  H o w  c a n  s h e  c r u s a d e  
a g a in s t  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  b e f o r e  
s t r a n g e r s ?  N o t  b y  m a t e r n a l  g r i t ,  
G i n g e r  w i l l  t e l l  y o u ,  b u t  b y  th e  
p o w e r  o f  G o d  that y ie ld s  go o d  out 
o f  grief.

G in g e r  knew  little abou t this truth 
b efo re  M a rg o ’s m urder ,  though  she 
w a s  o t h e r w i s e  d e e p e n i n g  in  h e r  
faith. In 1985, she and  her  husband ,  
C h u c k ,  w ere  invited  to  D en v e r  First 
by their  son, C hase .  G in g e r  relished 
the  c h u r c h ’s d e p th  o f  B ib le  t e a c h 
ing. H er love o f  peop le  and  skill as

G tIRADUATION PLANS 
SHIFTED TO FUNERAL 
ARRANGEMENTS; AND 
THE GREEN FAMILY 

PLUNGED INTO GRIEF.

a g raph ic  arts d es ig n e r  p laced  h e r  in 
several m inistr ies .

M argo ,  ho w ev e r ,  w as  a d iffe ren t 
s to ry .  H e r  h u s b a n d ,  E r ic ,  w a s  o b 
sessed w ith  her. In addi t ion  to be l i t 
t l i n g  a n d  c r i t i c i z i n g  h e r ,  h e  c o n 
t ro l led  M a r g o ’s a c t iv i t ie s  and  kept 
h er  from  a t tend ing  chu rch  with  her  
parents.

G in g e r  ref lects  on M a rg o ’s iso la 
t io n  d u r in g  h e r  m a r r i a g e  to  E r ic :

“ H e  r a c e d  m o t o r c y c l e s  o n  w e e k 
en d s ,  and  he a lw a y s  w a n te d  h e r  to 
be  there in case  he  go t hurt. M argo  
sp e n t  m a n y  h o u r s  s tu d y in g  on  the  
b l e a c h e r s  w h i l e  E r i c  r a c e d .  T h i s  
h a p p e n e d  m o s t  S u n d a y  m o r n in g s ,  
so  M argo  and  Eric d id  not g o  to  our  
c h u r c h  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h e  r a r e  
t i m e s  th e y  d id  a t t e n d ,  th e y  w e n t  
w ith  E r i c ’s paren ts  to the ir  c h u rc h .”

A f t e r  E r ic  t r ie d  to  k n i f e  h e r  in 
e a r ly  1991, M a rg o  s e p a r a te d  f ro m  
h im  and  b eg a n  a t te n d in g  a d iv o rce  
recovery  w o rk s h o p  series at D en v e r  
First. T h o u g h  the c h u rc h  m in is te red  
to  h e r  sp ir itual and  em o tio n a l  needs,  
they  c o u ld  not p ro tec t  M a rg o  from  
E r i c ’s sm o ld e r in g  tem per.

O n  M onday ,  M a y  13, 1991, five 
d ay s  befo re  M a rg o  w as  to  g radua te  
f ro m  c o l le g e ,  E ric  f o l lo w e d  h e r  to 
w o rk  and  g u n n e d  h e r  d o w n  in full 
v iew  o f  d o w n to w n  co m m u te rs .  The 
gun  w as  still hot from  seven  rounds 
w h en  Eric po in ted  the m u z z le  to his 
head  and  fired an  e igh th  time.

In sm oo th ,  sp l i t-second  gunshots ,  
su ic id e  c o m p o u n d e d  m u rd e r ;  g ra d 
u a t io n  p la n s  s h i f te d  to  f u n e r a l  a r 
r a n g e m e n ts ;  a n d  the  G r e e n  fam ily  
p lunged  into grief.

G i n g e r  r e p l a y s  h e r  r e a c t i o n  to 
M a r g o ’s m u r d e r  m a n y  t im e s .  She 
a n d  C h u c k  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  in  the  
p a r k in g  lo t at M a r g o ’s a p a r tm e n t .  
T w o  d e t e c t i v e s  w e r e  w a i t i n g  to 
d r iv e  t h e m  to  th e  h o s p i t a l  w h e re  
M a rg o  had  been  taken.

“ I w a s  c r y in g ,  an d  1 w a s  upset.  
C h u c k  c o u ld n ' t  co m fo r t  m e  enough. 
He w as  try ing  to hug  me. I needed 
to  g e t  c o n t r o l  o f  m y s e l f .  I s a id ,  
‘D e a r  L o rd ,  Y o u ’ve go t to  be with 
m e . ’ I leaned  o v e r  the  trunk  o f  the 
c a r  and  s ta rted  say ing ,  "Jesus.’ The 
Lord  b le ssed  m e  w ith  a pea ce .”

P a s t o r  H a r o l d  F l e s h m a n .  the  
c h u r c h ’s h osp ita l  c h a p la in ,  met the 
fam i ly  at the  h o sp i ta l  and  stood at 
the ir  side w hile  they  identif ied  Mar
g o ’s body. He re m a in e d  w ith  them 
the rest o f  the day.

A s n ew s  repor ts  sa tura ted  televi
s ion and  radio , D e n v e r  First formed 
a co c o o n  o f  love a round  the Greens. 
T h e  ch u rch  p rayed ,  they  called, they 
v isi ted , they  wept.

U n t i l  th is  t im e ,  G in g e r  had  not
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b e e n  e x p o s e d  m u c h  to  d e a t h  an d  
h o w  to  c o m f o r t  th e  b e r e a v e d .  “ I 
k n e w  tha t peop le  b ro u g h t  fo o d ,” she 
adm its .  “ T h a t  w as  the  ex ten t  o f  m y  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  h o w  p e o p l e  h e l p  
so m e o n e  g o ing  th ro u g h  grief.  I w as 
a m a z e d  a n d  o v e r w h e l m e d  a n d  
h e lp ed  in so m a n y  w ay s  by ju s t  b e 
in g  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  p e o p l e .  T h e y  
d i d n ’t h a v e  to  s a y  a w o r d  to  m e .  
T h e y  w ere  ju s t  th e re .”

G en e ra l  S u p e r in te n d en t  J im  Diehl 
w a s  D e n v e r  F i r s t ’s s e n i o r  p a s t o r  
w h en  M argo  w as  m u rdered .  T h o u g h  
the  n e w s  g r ie v e d  h im ,  he  w a s  e n 
c o u r a g e d  th a t  he  h a d  t a lk e d  w i th  
M a rg o  j u s t  f iv e  w e e k s  b e f o r e  h e r  
dea th .  Dr. D ieh l recalls ,  “ M argo  had 
a t t e n d e d  d i v o r c e  r e c o v e r y  c l a s s e s  
for  e igh t w ee k s  at D e n v e r  First. T he  
l a s t  n i g h t ,  I h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  
p r a y i n g  w i th  h e r  as  sh e  g a v e  h e r  
heart,  her  hurt,  and  h e r  all to Christ .  
H o w  thankfu l I w a s !”

M argo had attended

DIVORCE RECOVERY 
CLASSES FOR EIGHT WEEKS 

AT DENVER FIRST. THE 
LAST NIGHT, I HAD THE 
PRIVILEGE OF PRAYING 

WITH HER AS SHE GAVE 
HER HEART, HER HURT, 

AND HER ALL TO CHRIST.”

O v e r  the next few  days .  Dr. Diehl 
sp e n t  m a n y  h o u r s  w ith  the  G re e n s  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e m ,  p r a y i n g  w i th  
them , and  c ry ing  with  them . He also 
gave  th is  w ise  counsel:  “ T here  is no  
w ay  th a t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  M a rg o  
w as  good . It w as  bad. It shou ld  n ev 
er  have  happened .  B ut G o d  can  take 
b ad  and  turn  it into go o d  i f  w e  will 
g iv e  it to  G o d  and  give G o d  tim e ."

L ik e  c h i ld re n  u t te r in g  th e ir  first 
a w k w a r d  w o rd s ,  th e  G r e e n s  g a v e  
t h e i r  g r i e f  to  G o d .  A n d  G o d  r e 
sponded  in R o m an s  8:28 fashion.

He began  the fo llow ing  Saturday. 
It w as  g o w n s  and  m o r ta rb o a rd s  at 
the U n ivers i ty  o f  C o lo ra d o  at D e n 
ver, w here  M argo  w ou ld  have  g rad 
uated  m a g n a  cu m  laude. T he  G reens  
d ec id ed  to  brave  the g radua t ion  ce r 
e m o n ie s  and  accep t M a r g o ’s d ip lo 
m a  on her  behalf .

L u cy  B ranch ,  sen ior  public  in for
m a tion  specia lis t  at the c o l le g e ’s o f 

(Below) People som etim es ask Ginger for advice a fte r  
she speaks, but she fee ls  inadequate to give it.
“W hat I represent is a fa iled  instance because Margo 
was k ille d .” Sherri Langton

Sherri Langton

(Above) Ginger Green 
counsels w ith  students at 
Douglas County High 
School w here she and her 
husband have established  
a scholarship fund in 
honor of M argo.

(Right) Ginger Green 
speaks on “Surviving the  
Loss of a Child to 
Dom estic V io lence” to a 
group of Denver 
educators. The sem inar 
was sponsored by P roject 
Safeguard. I
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f i c e  o f  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  w a s  th e  
f a m i l y ’s e s c o r t  th a t  day .  S h e  w a s  
m o v e d  by the G re e n s ’ des ire  to  p ick  
u p  M a r g o ’s d ip lo m a  p u b l ic ly ,  b u t  
she w as  espec ia l ly  d raw n  to  Ginger.

L u cy  rem e m b ers ,  “ I felt like I r e 
ally w an ted  to  get to k n o w  her, and 
1 w a n t e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
w o u ld  be  m e a n in g f u l ,  th a t  w o u ld  
g ive  her  d a u g h te r ’s dea th  som e kind 
o f  m ean ing .  I ju s t  d id n ’t w an t  it to 
h ave  hap p e n ed  in vain. A n d  I d o n ' t  
k n o w  w hy  I felt like tha t.”

A fte r  g radua tion ,  L ucy  suggested  
an idea to  her  director:  a lec ture  se 
r ies  on  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  in M a r 
g o ’s m e m o r y .  T h e  s c h o o l  w o u l d  
schedu le  a m a in  speake r  and  invite 
G in g e r  to  be  a gues t  speaker.

L u c y  e x p l a in s ,  “ T h e  u n iv e r s i ty  
w a n te d  to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  b e c a u s e  
w hen  I p resen ted  this idea to m y  d i 
rector, he though t it w as really  great 
and  that w e should  do  it. . . .  I ju s t  
really  felt that w e as the entire  u n i
v e r s i t y  s h o u ld  h a v e  s o m e th in g  in 
[ M a r g o ’s] m em o ry ,  so m e th in g  tha t 
w ou ld  help  k eep  o ther  w o m en  from 
go ing  th rough  the sam e th ing .”

T h e  f o l lo w in g  S e p te m b e r ,  f o u r  
m o n t h s  a f t e r  M a r g o ’s d e a t h ,  th e  
M argo  G re en  Lec tu re  Series on  D o 
m estic  V io lence began.

G in g e r ’s first speech  w as a m ix  o f  
m other ly  desire and em otiona l  drain. 
" I  w a n te d  p e o p le  to  th in k  w e ll  o f  
M a rg o ,” she confides .  “ I w an te d  to 
be  a good  represen ta tive  o f  her, and 
I w anted  w hat I said to be m e an in g 
ful. But the shock  was beg inn ing  to 
w ea r  off, the anger  w as beg inn ing  to 
subside. Reality  w as setting in. The 
fact that she w as really gone 
w as  start ing  to  sink in. T he  
f a c t  th a t  I w a s  so  n e r v o u s  
helped m e  to  not cry.”

E ag e r  to he lp  o thers, G in 
g e r  h a s  a g r e e d  to  sp e a k  at 
the lecture series every  yea r  
s ince  its in cep t ion .  T h e  r e 
sponse  has been  “ fan tas t ic ,” 
a c c o rd in g  to  L u cy  B ran c h .
S h e  t h i n k s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
M a r g o ’s dea th  on  the un iversi ty  will 
rem a in  indefin itely : “W e w an t  to be 
k n o w n  as an  in s t i tu t io n  tha t  w an ts  
to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  v i o l e n c e  
aga inst  w o m e n .”

A s  the  G re e n s  c o n t in u e d  g iv in g  
the ir  g r ie f  to  G od ,  G o d  con t in u ed  to 
r e s p o n d .  S o m e t i m e  a f t e r  G i n g e r  
s p o k e  at the  le c tu re  se r ie s ,  she  r e 
ce iv e d  a call from  D o u g las  C o u n ty  
H igh  S choo l ,  w h ere  M a rg o  h ad  a t 
tended.

Margo Green

T h e  school has  a p ee r -counse l ing  
p ro g ra m  in w h ich  s tuden ts  he lp  o th 
er  s tuden ts  w ith  p rob lem s.  Ten s tu 
d e n t s ,  s e l e c t e d  f ro m  m a n y  a p p l i 
can ts ,  take a sem es te r - long  c lass  and 
lea rn  f ro m  v a r io u s  s p e a k e rs  a b o u t  
g r ief ,  su ic ide ,  d o m e s t ic  ab u se ,  and  
o ther  issues.

D oug las  C ou n ty  ask ed  G in g e r  to 
s p e a k  on  g r i e f  an d  d o m e s t i c  v i o 
le n c e  to  th e  g r o u p  o f  p e e r  c o u n -

IFEEL LIKE IF I CAN TOUCH ONE GIRL EACH 
TIME I SPEAK, THAT’S ONE GIRL WHO WON’T 
HAVE TO GO THROUGH WHAT MARGO DID.”

se lo rs .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  so  p o s i 
tive, the school invites h e r  to  speak  
to  a n ew  g ro u p  o f  co u n s e lo r s  each  
year.

In h e r  ta lk  on  g rief ,  G in g e r  tells

h o w  it feels  to  en d u re  a s ignificant 
l o s s ,  a n d  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s h i f t i n g  
p h a s e s  o f  g r iev in g .  B a sed  on  what 
s h e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  D e n v e r  F i r s t ’s 
co m p a ss io n a te  o u trea ch ,  she shares 
tang ib le  w a y s  to  he lp  so m e o n e  who 
is g r iev ing .

Y vonne  T rica r ico ,  a c o u n s e lo r  at 
the  s c h o o l ,  se es  th is  as c r i t ica l  for 
to d a y ’s teens: “ W e h av e  any  num ber 
o f  k ids  at a g iv en  t im e w h o  are deal
ing w ith  a  dea th  in the  fam ily  or a 
p a re n t  w h o  m a y  be  dy ing .  T h e y ’re 
d ea l in g  w ith  the d ea th  o f  a student 
th e y  kn ew .  . . . T h e s e  k id s ,  pretty 
g e n e r a l l y ,  b y  th e  t im e  t h e y ' r e  in 
h ig h  s c h o o l ,  k n o w  s o m e o n e  who 
has been  shot o r  k i l led .”

T h e  first t im e she spoke  at Doug
las C o u n ty ,  G in g e r  saw  the  impact 
o f  h e r  talk  on  one  s tuden t in particu
lar: "T e a rs  w ere  ru n n in g  d o w n  her 
f a c e  as  I w a s  ta lk in g .  1 felt  really 
bad. I fo u n d  out la ter  that h e r  moth
er  had  d ied  tw o  years  before.

“ I w e n t  b a c k  la s t  y e a r ,  an d  the 
sam e girl w as  there. I w en t  through 
m y  talk, and  she c a m e  up to me af
te rw ard  and  w e h u g g e d  each  other. I 
sa id ,  ‘I ’m  so  so rry .  I d i d n ’t know 

• tha t y o u  had  ju s t  lost y o u r  mom. I 
rea lly  felt bad  abou t  th a t . ’ She said, 
‘T h a t ’s O K .  I 'm  d o in g  a lot better 
n o w .’

“ T h e n  sh e  a s k e d  m e ,  ‘H ow  are 
you  d o in g ? ’ I, too ,  c o u ld  say, ‘I ’m 
d o ing  be t te r . ’ ”

In the  te e n  y e a r s ,  k id s  no t  only 
k n o w  a b o u t  g r i e f  b u t  a l s o  know 
a b o u t  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .  M argo  
w as  14 w h en  she m e t Eric (he was 
21). T h e  seeds  o f  the ir  d o o m e d  rela

t ionsh ip  w ere  ev iden t while 
they dated .  Yvonne believes 
h a d  M a rg o  b e e n  g iv e n  in
s ig h t s  o n  E r i c ' s  pa t te rn  of 
con tro l  and anger, she could 
have  been  helped.

“ A t  a n y  g i v e n  t i m e , ” 
Y v o n n e  sa y s ,  “ w e have 20 
k i d s — a n d  I ’ ll s a y  girls 
’c a u s e  it u s u a l ly  is girls— 
w h o se  b o y f r ie n d s  are hitting 

them . A n d  I th ink  i t ’s important to 
reach  those  k ids  and  let them  know 
th a t ’s not all r igh t .”

B e ca u se  M a rg o  w as  a teen when 
she m e t Eric ,  G in g e r  feels  a special
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de s i re  to  re a c h  te e n a g e  g ir ls  
a b o u t  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .
“ T h a t  a g e  is so  v u l n e r a b l e .  
T h e y ' r e  so  lo v in g ,  an d  e v e n  
th o u g h  they  like to  se em  like 
th e y  k n o w  it a l l ,  t h e y ’re in 
need. T h ey  need  to h ave  p e o 
p l e  a r o u n d  t h e m  to  s h o w  
th e m  a n d  j u s t  g u id e  th e m  a 
little bit. . . .

“ I fee l  l ike  i f  1 c a n  to u c h  
o n e  g ir l  e a c h  t im e  I s p e a k ,  
t h a t ’s o n e  g i r l  w h o  w o n ’t 
have  to go  th ro u g h  w ha t  M a r 
go  d id .”

Y v o n n e  th in k s  th e  p o w e r  
o f  G in g e r ’s in f luence  is h a v 
in g  a r i p p l e  e f f e c t  o n  p e e r  
c o u n s e lo r s .  “ T h o s e  10 k id s ,  
in t u r n ,  w o u l d  h a v e  m a n y  
con tac ts  a  yea r— p ro b ab ly  30 
or  40 .  S o  you  m u l t ip ly  w h a t  
s h e ’s d o in g  t im e s  th e  in f lu 
e n c e  tha t  th o se  k id s  h a v e  in 
th e  g e n e r a l  s tu d e n t  p o p u l a 
tion. I t ’s really  e f fec t iv e .”

G o d  k n o w s  a l l  a b o u t  th e  
r ipp le  e f fec t  in m a k in g  go o d  
ou t o f  grief .  W h a t  H e b e g a n  
at a un ivers i ty  and  con t inued  
at a h ig h  sc h o o l  has  sp read .
S in ce  M a r g o ’s d ea th .  G in g e r  
h a s  s p o k e n  to  U n i t e d  W ay ,  
the Ju n io r  L eague ,  o th e r  high 
s c h o o ls ,  D e n v e r  F i r s t ’s N a 
t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  W o m e n ' s  
C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  C o l o r a d o  
S t a t e  P a t r o l ,  a n d  P r o j e c t  
S afeguard .

T h is  fall , the r ipp le  b ec am e  
n a t i o n w i d e .  T h e  C B S  n e t 
w o rk  a ired  a th re e -h o u r  s p e 
cial on  v io le n ce  in A m e r ic a ,  
w ith  one  h o u r  d ev o ted  to  d o 
m e s t ic  v io le n c e .  In c lu d e d  in 
th a t  h o u r  w a s  “ L e g a c y  a n d  
the L oss ,"  the s to ry  o f  M argo  
and  the s c h o la rsh ip  fund  her  
p a r e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  h e r  
h o n o r  a t  D o u g l a s  C o u n t y  H i g h  
School.

H o w  d o e s  G in g e r  feel ab o u t  the 
in c reased  e x p o s u re ?  S he  is p leased  
th a t  p e o p l e  a re  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
M argo ,  but a lso  surprised .

“ I t ’s been  three years  since M argo  
d i e d , "  G i n g e r  r e m a r k s .  “ I w o u l d  
have  th o u g h t  by  n o w  peop le  w o u ld

have  forgotten  abou t her. I t ’s h ea r t
w arm in g  that they care. It show s us 
that even  though  w e though t she w as 
specia l,  o the rs  feel the sam e way.” 

S in c e  the  G r e e n s ’ f irs t  c o m m i t 
m e n t  o f  t h e i r  g r i e f  to  G o d ,  H e ’s 
been  m a k in g  go o d  on  a p ro m ise  that 
p eo p le  h av e  te s ted  fo r  g en e ra t ions .  
G i n g e r  is  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  it is  a

STEP BY STEP
By Mark Gilroy. As babies we learned to walk 
step by step, and that’s how we learn to fo l
low in the footsteps of Jesus. Step by Step 
w ill encourage teens to open their lives to 
God and discover just how much He loves 
them. A great guide to put into the hands of 
young Christians. HH083-411-4682 $2.25

I
BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY

1- 800 - 877-0700
p r o m i s e  o f  s t r e n g t h  a n d  c o m f o r t  
w ith  u n l im ite d  m i l e 
age this side o f  h e a v 
en.

Sherri Langton is the as
sistant editor of Bible Ad
vocate magazine and a 
freelance writer who lives 
in Denver. ^

TO YOUR TEENS 
WITH A GIFT BOOK!
HELP! I ’M  LATE FOR SCHOOL 
AND I  CAN T GET UP!
By Ron Wheeler. Jeremiah’s back— to school 
that is. He’s got a bad case of the term paper 
blues, but it ’s still going to be a great year be
cause the rest of the gang is here too . . .  Matt, 
Penny, Luke, Trudy, and of course, everybody’s 
favorite English teacher, Mr. Thornbush. Jere
m iah’s not just a barrel of laughs though— he’s 

also serious about what it means to follow  
Jesus. Jeremiah appears in The Adven
tures o f Jeremiah Christian comic strip, 
read by more than 100,000 teenagers every 
week in numerous youth periodicals.

HH083-411-495X $4.95
LOVE & DATING, AND OTHER 
NATURAL DISASTERS
By Ron Wheeler. Here’s almost everything a 
teen ever wanted to know about love and 
dating . . .  through the wacky adventures of a 
cartoon character named Jeremiah and his 
odd assortment of cohorts. It’s rated “ G”— for 
great message and great entertainment.

HH083-411-5050 $4.95
LEAD THE WAY: 28  DEVOTIONS FOR 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH
By Fred Fullerton. Lead the way— a call fo r teens to 

provide spiritual leadership among their 
peers and in their churches by allowing 

M  God to develop them from  the inside out.
I 1  Fullerton challenges teens to live lives of in-
I I  tegrity and commitment.
H  HH083-411-4968 $2.25
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Advent Celebration

Christmas lights 
blazon the 
cemetery’s 
iron gates.

Strange place 
for such 
celebration:

Who there sees 
or cares?

Like Christmas Eve’s 
restless sleepers

Do the silent celebrants 
await the morning 
breathlessly

Watching for 
Messiah’s coming 
W hen both Advents’

Joy and expectation
Will be fulfilled?
So be it.
Deck the gates!
We celebrate Christ’s 

coming.
— Nancy Spiegelberg

Star Trek

Have you seen a star? And did you follow. 

Fixing your dim gaze on that fan light?

Has it brought you from a distant country, 

Stumbling in the darkness of your night?

Has it routed you through dreary deserts?

Has it led across the wilderness?

Has its beckon lured from the crowded, 

Thronging ways of mankind’s carelessness?

Did it stay at last above a cradle 

And a mother and a babe? Oh then 

Tell me—did you kneel? And did you worship? 

Knowing you had found your Bethlehem?

— E. Ruth Glover

the plaau.

After Christmas

the holly and the ivy
turkey
cranberry
so sorry
another trolley
don’t touch!
the holly and the ivy
Can I have it, Mummy?
ham
cherries
cake
Christmas crackers 
the holly and the ivy 
more cards 
jelly
chocolate chip cookies 
DON’T TOUCH!
Where's Santa Claus?
I want Skipper
not Barbie
sage or rosemary?
onions
breadcrumbs
the holly and the ivy
the holly and the ivy
THE HOLLY AND THE IVY

neither shall 
I meet You 
under the mistletoe 
around the 
red ribboned wreath 
in the candles’ glow 
nor in church 
the slow oven 
20 for dinner

perhaps 
I can greet You 
after Christmas,
Christ

Fine Image

we nave mara on thgrc

12 — Merle Lamprecht



’Twas the N ight Before Jesus C am e

Faye Cooper fo u n d  the Lord a t age S3. She died at age S6 . She 
was a devout Christian, and as her pastor. Rev. Joe Norton, said, 
“a voracious reader. She 'inhaled' the Herald of Holiness,
World Mission, missionary reading hooks. Standard, Sunday 
School quarterly, and anything else we could give her. ”

Shortly before her death, on a sleepless night in a nursing  
home, she wrote th is poem-parody o f  “The Night Before 
Christmas. ”

’Twas the night before Jesus came and all through the house 
Not a creature was praying, not one in the house.
Their Bibles were laid on a shelf w ithout care 
In hopes tha t Jesus would not come there.

The children were dressing to  crawl into bed,
Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.
And Mom in her rocker with  baby on her lap 
Was watching the late show while I took a nap.

W hen out of the east there arose such a clatter.
I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter.
Away to the w indow I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters  and threw up the sash!

What to my wondering eyes should appear 
But angels proclaiming tha t  Jesus was here.

W ith a light like the sun sending forth a bright Ray,
1 knew in a moment this m ust be the day!

The light of His face made me cover my head.
It was Jesus! Returning just like He had said.
And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth,
I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself.

In the Book of Life, which He held in His hand,
Was w ritten  the name of every saved man.
He spoke not a word as He searched for my name.
W hen He said, “It’s not here” my head hung in shame.

The people whose names had been w ritten  with love,
He gathered to take to His Father above.
W ith those who were ready He rose w ithout a sound,
While all the rest were left standing around.

I fell to my knees, but it was too late;
I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate.
I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight.
Oh, if only 1 had been ready tonight.

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear.
The coming of Jesus is drawing near.
There’s only one life and when comes the last call 
W e’ll find that the Bible was true after all.

— Faye Cooper

Do You H a v e  a  F r ie n d  o r  L o v ed  
O n e S e r v in g  in  t h e  M i l i t a r y ?  

D o n ’t  L e t  Y o u r  S erv icem em b er  
“ F a l l  T h r o u g h  t h e  C r a c k s .”

Call 1 -8 0 0 -2 3 3 -8 9 6 2
to report new names and addresses 
and changes of address. We will send 
our quarterly newsletter, UNDER 
ORDERS, and notify a nearby pas 
tor and/or chaplain for follow up.

HELP US STAY IN TOUCH BY  
KEEPING US INFORMED.

CHAPLAINCY MINISTRIES
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131

8th 
International 

Laymen’s Conference

“A MORE EXCELLENT WAY”

July 5-9, 1995 
Walt Disney World Dolphin 

Lake Buena Vista, Fla.
For more inform ation call (816) 333-7000, ext. 2231
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News
BY MARK GRAHAM and BRYAN MERRILL

Flood Affects Nazarenes in Houston
At least 12 Nazarenes were among the
10,000 persons who fled their homes 
because of  heavy rains and flooding in 
southeast Texas. There are, however, 
no N azarene fa ta lit ies ,  accord ing  to 
T om  N ee s ,  N a z a r e n e  D is a s te r  R e 
sponse (NDR) director.

At least three Nazarene church prop
erties were damaged by water.

Five families in the Conroe, Tex., 
Church were forced from their homes 
by flooding, according to pastor Robert 
Sweitzer. The home 
of James and Donna 
Ross was flooded to 
the  ro o f  l ine .  The 
h o m e  o f  J a m e s ' s  
p a re n ts ,  M ike and 
C a ro l  R o ss ,  w as 
en ve loped  by high 
w a te r s .  M a rv in  
G r i f f in 's  fam ily  of  
four and his sister’s 
family of  three also 
were displaced.

N a z a r e n e  e ld e r  
John  F ra z ie r ,  who 
operates a landscap
ing business, suffered a complete loss 
of his home, four trucks, and all of his 
business equipment.

More than 25 inches of rainfall were 
recorded in Conroe Oct. 15-19.

“ T h e  g r o u n d  w as  s a t u r a t e d , ” 
S w e i tz e r  sa id . “ T he  d am s w ere  all 
overflowing, which caused most of the 
flooding here.”

The worst flooding was in the San 
Jacinto River basin, northeast of Hous
ton, Tex. The river overf low ed to at 
least 13 feet above flood stage. Lake 
Houston was recorded at 7 feet above 
flood stage. Lake Conroe was at least 
10 feet beyond its flood line and 3 feet 
beyond its 100-year flood level.

R. Keith Crutcher, retired vice presi
dent o f  General Motors, was elected 
director o f  development by the Naza
rene Theological Seminary Board of  
T ru s te e s  Sept.  26. He a s su m e d  his 
duties Oct. 1.

C ru tcher will work with President 
Gordon W etmore and other seminary 
personnel in developing and strength
ening the funding base of the school.

Paul Prentice, pastor o f  the Houston 
S outhw est C hurch, serves as district 
NDR director. Warren Fox worthy, pas
to r  o f  the  W o o d la n d s  C o m m u n i ty  
Church, was named flood project coor
d ina to r .  T hey  w ere  jo in e d  by J. V. 
Morsch, G ulf  Coast NDR director, to 
as sess  the n eed s  and d e te rm in e  the 
scope of the NDR response.

S ev e ra l  N a z a re n e  c h u r c h e s  w ere  
close to the flooded areas. The Conroe 
church reported more than two inches 

of standing water in 
the church fe llow 
sh ip  h a l l ,  s e v e ra l  
classrooms, and the 
parsonage.

T h e  N A S A  
C h u rc h  o f  the  
Nazarene had eight 
inches o f  w ater  in 
its fe l low sh ip  hall 
and former sanctu
ary .  T h e  c h u rc h  
attem pted to sand
bag the morning of 
the 18th, but waters 
ro se  too  q u ic k ly .  

The church parking lot also was flood
ed. At least 10 families in the NASA 
Church were isolated in their homes by 
the high waters.

The Galena Vida Nueva Church also 
sustained damage.

“W e toured the affected areas, meet
ing with flood v ic t im s , and pray ing  
with them in their devastated homes,” 
said Morsch. “They were overcome by 
the thought that someone would come 
from NDR and show support."

Anyone w ishing to respond  to the 
flooding in Houston may send contribu
tions for the N C M  fund to: G enera l  
Treasurer, for “Houston Flood,” 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64 1 3 1.

He will maintain collaboration with the 
U.S. and Canada colleges and universi
ties of the Church of the Nazarene.

A m em ber  of  Detroit, Mich.. First 
Church, Crutcher served as a member 
of the NTS Board of Trustees until his 
e lec tion .  He is the son o f  N azarene  
elder and evangelist Estelle Crutcher.

Crutcher and his wife. Sondra, make 
their home in Birmingham. Mich.

Los Angeles Plans 
Centennial Celebration
The official centennial celebration of 
Los Angeles, Calif., First Church of the 
N a z a re n e  is s c h e d u le d  fo r  S u n d ay ,  
O c tober  29, 1995, accord ing  to Jack 
Stone, general secretary. The theme for 
the event is “Celebrating Our Heritage: 
A Church with a Mission.” All six gen
eral superintendents plan to attend.

A n n iv e r s a ry  a c t iv i t i e s  are  be in g  
p la n n e d  by a c e n te n n ia l  c o m m it te e  
cha ired  by pas tor  Ron Benefiel. The 
committee is composed of leaders from 
First Church, other southern California 
Nazarenes, and Stone.

The anniversary day will include a 
S unday  m o rn in g  se rv ice  focused  on 
First Church. A special afternoon cere
mony will focus on the denominational 
significance of  the work in Los Ange
les .  As m a n y  as 5 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  are 
expected  to attend the afternoon ser
vice.

Los A ngeles First C hurch was co 
founded by Phineas F. Bresee and J. P. 
Widney at a meeting held October 30, 
1895. The church  was the first of a 
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  g r o u p  e s ta b l i s h e d  
throughout the western United States. 
That group merged in 1907-1908 with 
denominations from the East and South 
to form the present denomination.

“This centennial has denominational 
significance since Phineas Bresee was 
the first general superintendent of our 
denom ination ,” Stone said. “ Not only 
did he begin the church in L.A., but he 
w as  one  o f  the  v e ry  s t ro n g ,  active 
agents in reconciling the different holi
ness bodies that came together."

Los Angeles First Church will join a 
handful of Nazarene congregations who 
h a v e  c o m m e m o r a t e d  t h e i r  100th 
anniversaries.  O ther centennials have 
been celebrated in recent years in Prov
idence, R.I., and Lynn, Mass.

"A  c e le b ra t io n  o f  o u r  ro o ts— our 
ministry to the poor and our doctrine of 
purity of heart— will help us to realize 
our purpose and direction," Stone said.

Los Angeles is publishing a quarterly 
new sletter  to keep interested persons 
informed of  plans as they develop. For 
more information, contact First Church 
o f  the N azarene ,  3401 W. Third St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90020; or phone 213- 
385-6345.

Flood waters surround W ebster, Tex., NASA 
Church of the N azarene s ac tiv ity  center 
(left), old sanctuary, classrooms, and park
ing lots. Five fam ilies on the Houston D is
trict lost their homes.

Seminary Recruits Development Director
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Thrust Cities Prepare Well Boards Elect New Members Koop Meets with Nazarenes
T he 1995 T h ru s t  to the  C i t ie s  p r o 
grams are well on the way to meeting 
their collective goals o f  60 new works 
for the year, according to Michael R. 
Estep ,  T h rus t  to the C ities  d irec tor .  
The cities o f  Houston, Cape Town, and 
Johannesburg report a total of 28 new 
works begun in preparation  for their 
respective campaigns.

Houston reports that seven church- 
type missions have been initiated this 
year .  T he  H o u s to n  T h ru s t  is be in g  
coordinated  by Henry Mills. General 
Superintendent Emeritus Raymond W. 
Hurn is the honorary chairman.

The Cape Town Thrust reports two 
fully  o rg a n iz e d  c h u rc h e s  and three 
p reach ing  poin ts  s ta rted  since June. 
Neville W illiam s serves as the Cape 
Tow n Thrust chairman.

The Johannesburg  Thrust reports a 
total o f  16 news works started in the 
last few  m o n th s .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  2 
c h u r c h - ty p e  m is s io n s ,  2 e x t e n s io n  
Bible classes, 5 preaching points, and 
7 contact points. Wally Marais is the 
Johannesburg Thrust chairman.

The T h ru s t  to the C it ie s  p rog ram  
was instituted in 1985 by the Board of 
General Superintendents. The 10-year 
program goal was 435 new Nazarene 
urban works. To date, the program has 
spawned 508 new works.

The Thrust to the Cities program is 
scheduled to conclude at the close of 
1995.

T h e  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  te am  and  e ig h t  
regional representatives of the Planned 
G iv in g  O f f i c e  m e t fo r  t r a i n in g  in 
L o u i s v i l l e ,  K y .,  S e p t .  2 3 - 2 4 .  T h e  
meetings included the sharing of  m eth
ods for assisting Nazarenes in accom 
plishing their charitable giving.

The t ra in ing  se m in a r  was held in 
conjunction with the Christian S tew 
ardship Association Conference Sept. 
25-28. The Planned Giving staff con
tinued their training by taking advan
tage of  workshops on taxes, “g iving” 
tools and agreements, and solicitation 
of  planned giving.

"This was one of the most produc
tive times we have had together." said 
one of  the staff members.

T hree  boards  o f  the genera l  church  
r e c e n t l y  e l e c t e d  n ew  m e m b e r s ,  
according to Jack Stone, general sec
retary.

Jesse Middendorf, pastor o f  Kansas 
City, Mo.. First Church, was nominated 
by the Board of  General S uperin ten
dents to serve on the Board of Pensions 
and B enef i ts  U SA . The nom ina t ion  
was ratified by a mail vote of the U.S. 
caucus of  the General Board. Midden
d o r f  su c c e e d s  H iram  S an d e rs ,  w ho 
resigned from the board upon his elec
tion as p res iden t o f  N azarene  Bible 
College.

The N azarene  T h eo lo g ica l  S e m i
nary Board of  Trustees recently elect
ed tw o  n ew  m e m b e r s .  C. E u g e n e  
Fuller, Central Florida District super
intendent, succeeds Eugene Simpson, 
who was recently elected to the G en
eral Board. Margaret Bailey, a layper
son at South Charleston, W.Va., First 
Church, replaces Keith Crutcher, who 
w as rec en t ly  h ired  as d e v e lo p m e n t  
director for the seminary.

N a z a re n e  B ib le  C o l le g e  rec en t ly  
filled two vacanc ies  on its board  of 
t r u s te e s .  L a r ry  L e o n a rd ,  p a s to r  o f  
O rlando .  Fla., C entra l C hurch ,  su c 
ceeds Dan Casey, who was elected to 
the General Board. Franklin York, a 
layman at C edar  Rapids, Iowa, First 
Church, fills the vacancy left by Jan 
Sanders, who resigned upon the elec
tion of her husband as president.

Participants were: Roger Alexander, 
trust adviser; Harold Allen, property 
m a n a g e r ;  and  f ie ld  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  
C la y to n  B o n a r ,  W. T. D o u g h a r ty .  
A rthur  Evans,  Robert G ray,  G eorge 
Gribben, Blair McKint. James Tapley, 
and Charles Wilkes.

Planned Giving provides free infor
m ation  and ass is tance  to N azarenes 
desiring to support local churches, dis
trict causes, educational institutions, 
and general church ministries. It works 
directly with trusts, agreements (revo
cable and irrevocable), and annuities.

Further information is available by 
phoning  1-800-544-8413, or writing 
to: P lanned Giving, 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, MO 64131.

More than 500 senior 
a d u l t s  jo in e d  the 
M ount V ernon  N a z a 
rene College communi
ty Sept. 8 for an open 
forum with former U.S. 
S u rg e o n  G e n e ra l  
C. Everett Koop. The 
program of the Lecture 

Artist Series coincided with the East 
C entra l Reg iona l  S en io r  A dult  Day 
sponsored by the college.

Koop served the nation as its chief 
public health spokesperson from 1981 
to 1989. He now serves as senior schol
ar at the C. Everett Koop Institute at 
Dartmouth College, his alma mater.

In his d ia logue  during  the forum. 
Koop spoke to several contemporary 
health issues.

Koop dec la red  the C lin ton  health  
ca re  p lan  “ a b s o lu te ly  d e a d "  w h ile  
acknowledging that the administration 
had effec tive ly  b rought the issue to 
national attention . “ A m ericans  have 
been moved to action by the threat of a 
plan going into effect," he said.

Koop also spoke grimly on the issue 
of  AIDS. “ I d o n ' t  believe there will 
ever be a cure for AIDS. There may be 
a drug developed to treat it, but that is 
years down the road.

“ As a society, we need to get over 
the trem endous prejudice against the 
victims of  AIDS. Until it touches all 
our lives, until everyone knows some
one who has died of AIDS, we won't 
get over the prejudice. We must sepa
rate the sin from the sinners.”

Regarding sex education, Koop said 
it was a necessity in today 's  society. 
"Parents say it is their right and respon
sibility to teach their children  about 
sexuality, but few of them ever do it," 
he said. He urged parents to “explore 
what is being taught and discuss it with 
your children: then discuss that m es
sa g e  in the  c o n te x t  o f  y o u r  ow n  
beliefs.”

On the banning of public smoking, 
Koop said, “Wherever there is such a 
grass-roots effort, you can be certain 
there is substan tia l m oney changing  
hands under the table to stop it." He 
continued to say that tobacco com pa
nies “ are m aking  more than enough 
m oney  to surv ive by w hat they sell 
overseas."

Planned Giving Staff Increases Training
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What began as a disaster response to 
the worst flooding in state history has 
developed  into a new Church of  the 
Nazarene in Albany, Ga., according to 
Tom Nees, director o f  Compassionate 
Ministries, Canada and the U.S.

"We met with two local pastors and 
several laymen to design an appropriate 
d isa s te r  r e sp o n se ,"  N ees  said . “ We 
could not have imagined then that, as a 
result o f  the plans laid on that Monday, 
a new  chu rch  w ould  be es tab l ish ed  
within a month."

In July of this year. Tropical Storm 
Alberto brought several tornadoes and 
unprecedented amounts o f  rain to the 
southeastern United States.

A few weeks before the flood, Steve 
Baker, pastor o f  Albany First Church, 
and Louis Maderas, pastor o f  Albany 
Grace Church, met with residents of a 
neighborhood not yet reached by either 
congregation. They were looking for 
opportunities to begin ministry in that 
area.

I \ W
N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  o f 

EVANGELICALS

53 rd Annual 
Convention
Louisville, K en tucky

March 5-7, 1995

One Faith • One Witness • One Hope
"Celebrating Our Unity in Christ"

H o n o r i n g

retiring execu tiv e director  

Billy A. M elvin

Outstanding Speakers 
Great Music 

Helpful Resource Center

Y o u  are invited to atten d tlus 

u n iq u e gathering o f  evangelicals  

fro m  across the nation.

For Details:
P.O . Box 28, W h ea ton , IL 60189 

708-665-0500

H o n r n i au n t i l  JJIU
W hen the s to rm  hit and the Flint 

River overflowed, most o f  the neigh
borhood was evacuated.

As N az a ren e s  ac ross  the co u n try  
began  send ing  em erg en c y  supp lies ,  
household goods, volunteers, and relief 
d o n a t io n s ,  the  N a z a r e n e  D is a s te r  
Response committee began looking for 
a storage and distribution site. Through 
a se ries  o f  co n tac ts ,  the c o m m it te e  
leased a building that could serve as 
both a re lief  site and m eeting place, 
according to Nees.

The site was a boarded-up bar and 
lounge in need of restoration. Nazarene 
volunteers from C hattanooga, Tenn..  
East Brainerd Church; Marietta, Ga., 
F irs t  C hurch ; and N ashv il le ,  T enn .,  
W h isp e r in g  H ills  C h u rch  he lped  to 
restore the site. They built a platform, 
pulpit, and altar, and cleaned and paint
ed the structure.

As volunteers responded to the needs 
of  flood victims, they invited them to 
join in gospel services.

W ith the assis tance o f  vo lun teers ,  
weeknight services began Aug. 15. On 
Aug. 19, an open-air meeting was held. 
More than 100 persons attended during 
the week. Several co nve rs ions  were 
reported.

Rev. Earl Horne, a Nazarene minis
ter and city councilm an from Hihira, 
G a . ,  d ro v e  in to m a k e  c a l ls  in the  
neighborhood. He then preached for the 
f irs t  S unday  se rv ic e  Aug. 21. Rev. 
Horne plans to continue nurturing the 
new congregation.

The WordAction Adult Curriculum Comm it
tee  convened in Kanas C ity e a r lie r  th is  
y e a r . M e m b e rs  are  (I. to  r., f ro n t  ro w ): 
David Felter, Roger Hahn, Paul Livermore, 
Phil Ham ner, Morris W eigelt; (second row) 
Dan C roy, M a rk  G o od w in , D enn is  C art
wright, Randy Cloud, Ken Bible; (th ird  row) 
Dan Copp, A lexander V aru ghese , Robert 
Barnson, Frank Moore, M uriel Ablard; (back 
ro w )  R eb ecca  L a ird , Jean  B a lie w , Gay 
Leonard, and James Edlin.

1994  Southwest Indiana D istrict ordinand 
class (I. to r.): Rev. Ralph and Gayle Clark, 
District S uperintendent M . V. Scutt, Rev. 
Kent and D ebbie Britton, R ev. Dave and 
C am illa  Shelton, General Superintendent 
Paul G. Cunningham , and Rev. Mark and 
Debbie Fleschner.
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Nazarene Colleges Continue Positive Enrollment Trend
For the fourth year in a row, Nazarene 
colleges and universities in the U.S., 
Canada, and Great Britain are report
ing an overall increase in enrollment, 
according to statistics released by the 
International Board of  Education. The 
total enrollment o f  14,248 represents 
an in c re ase  o f  m ore  than  1 p e rcen t  
over last yea r’s figures.

E n ro l lm en t o f  traditional s tudents 
increased by 44, for a total o f  10,475. 
Traditional students are those enrolled 
in undergraduate, campus-based, four- 
year bacca laureate  programs. Enroll
ment o f  non trad i t iona l  and g raduate  
students also showed increases.

"This is a record enrollment for the 
d e n o m in a t io n ,” said Jerry  L am bert ,  
N a z a re n e  e d u c a t io n  c o m m is s io n e r .  
"The increases over the last four years

indicate that Nazarene institutions are 
respond ing  to dem ograph ic  changes 
and remaining flexible to provide for 
the educational needs of the church."

M oun t  V ernon  N azarene  C o llege  
s h o w e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  g a in  in to ta l  
e n ro l lm en t ,  boas ting  an increase  of  
121 students. MVNC led all Nazarene 
schoo ls  in ga ins  o f  both  trad i t iona l  
and nontraditional students. This was 
the third straight year that the school 
has posted attendance records.

M V N C  a l s o  p o s te d  the  h ig h e s t  
in c r e a s e  in f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n c e  
(FTE) with 109. FTE is a designation 
u se d  by p o s t s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  to 
m e a s u r e  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  
headcount and credit hours.

W ith  2 ,440  s tuden ts ,  Po in t Lom a 
Nazarene College remains the largest

of  the Nazarene schools, despite a 2 
percent drop in enrollment from last 
year. The decline is only the second in 
the last 22 years for the Southern Cali
fornia school.

Olivet Nazarene University showed 
the greatest increase in the enrollment 
of graduate students with a gain of 91.

L a m b e r t  r e p o r t s  tha t  c o n t in u in g  
strength in enrollment is perhaps the 
result o f  several fac tors reported  by 
college presidents  to the C ouncil o f  
Education at its last meeting. These 
are: evidence of  deep spiritual renewal 
on several campuses, an emphasis on 
s p i r i tu a l  f o r m a t io n  t h r o u g h  sm a ll  
g ro u p s ,  a fresh  c o m m itm e n t  to the 
global mission o f  the church ,  and a 
new responsiveness in answering the 
call to ministry.

"Another encouraging factor is that 
there are strong indications of church 
commitment to colleges through Edu
cation Budget paym ents  and several 
recen t s izab le  g i f ts ,” L am ber t  said. 
"This strong support makes it possible 
fo r  N a z a r e n e  y o u th  to  p r e p a r e  to 
answer G od 's  call to serve Christ and 
the church."

Eight of the 12 institutions showed 
increases in fall enrollment: M VNC 
( + 121), ONU (+75), NBC (+53), NTC 
(+39), MANC (+11), SNU (+6), CNC 
(+2), and TN C (+1). Five N azarene 
s c h o o ls  sh o w e d  in c re a s e s  in to ta l  
FTE: M V N C ( + 109), M A N C (+29), 
NBC (+ 2 1 ) ,  N T C  (+1 1), and C N C  
(+ 2 ).

The N azarene Book C om m ittee  m et this  
su m m er in Kansas C ity. The co m m ittee  
oversees the selection and development of 
books published by Nazarene Publishing  
House. Mem bers include (I. to r.): H. Ray 
Dunning, Neil B. W isem an, W esley Tracy, 
Ray Hendrix, Phyllis Perkins, Paul Skiles, 
C. Neil Strait, Stephen Green, Robert Fos
ter, and Franklin Moore (notp ictured).

NAZARENE COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT
U. S .. Canada, and Great Britain Council of Education

Total Traditional Nontraditional Graduate Total
Colleae Headcount Students Students Students FTE-
Canadian Nazarene College 1994 99 40 42 17 69
Winnipeg. Man 1993 97 39 41 17 67

Eastern Nazarene College 1994 1,325 661 594 70 1,287
Quincy, Mass. 1993 1,377 644 605 128 1,346

MidAmerica Nazarene College 1994 1,445 1,105 165 175 1,368
Olathe, Kans. 1993 1,434 1,136 161 137 1,339

Mount Vernon Nazarene College 1994 1,344 1,253 76 15 1,297
Mount Vernon, Ohio 1993 1,223 1,186 22 15 1,188

Nazarene Bible College 1994 573 494 60 364
Colorado Springs, Colo. 1993 520 409 93 343

Nazarene Theological College 1994 132 49 48 35 73
Manchester, England 1993 93 43 27 23 62

Nazarene Theological Seminary 1994 246 246 250
Kansas City, Mo. 1993 260 260 258

Northwest Nazarene College 1994 1,280 1,163 117 1,167
Nampa, Idaho 1993 1,288 1,178 110 1,173

Olivet Nazarene University 1994 2,269 1,548 351 370 1,868
Kankakee. III. 1993 2,194 1,558 357 279 1,871

Point Loma Nazarene College 1994 2,440 2,051 389 1,931
San Diego, Calif. 1993 2,484 2,107 377 1,945

Southern Nazarene University 1994 1,737 1,305 245 187 1,415
Bethany. Okla 1993 1,731 1,317 219 195 1,438

Trevecca Nazarene College 1994 1,358 806 167 385 1,231
Nashville, Tenn. 1993 1,357 814 169 374 1,256

TOTAL 1994 14,248 10,475 1,748 2,006 12,320
1993 14,058 10,431 1,694 1,915 12,273

*FTE: F u ll- tim e  e q u iva le n t
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Maxwell’s Suffering Ends
John Maxwell, 47, Nazarene elder, pas

tor,  and  fo rm e r  m i s 
sionary to South Africa, 
died Saturday morning, 
Oct. 8, at Fred Hutchin
son C a n ce r  R esearch  
C e n te r  in S ea t t le ,  
Wash. D eath was the 
result of complications 
from leukemia.

Services were held Oct. 13 at Olathe, 
Kans., College Church of the Nazarene, 
where he was a member.

Survivors include his wife, Charlotte; 
a daughter, Cathy; and a son, Chris.

Maxwell was ordained on the Missis
sippi District in 1974. He served at Hen
dersonville, Tenn.. from 1974 to 1980. 
From 1980 to 1988, he was pastor of 
Independence, Mo., Trinity. From 1988 
to 1992, he served as a missionary and 
pastor of Regents Park Church of  the 
N a z a re n e  in J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  S ou th  
Africa.

Maxwell was stricken with leukemia 
while serving in South Africa in June 
1992. By the following January, the dis

ease was in rem ission .  F our  m onths 
later, the leukemia had recurred. He had 
been hospitalized several times this year 
for infections and related problems. A 
second bone marrow transplant was per
formed September 30.

Maxwell was a graduate of the Uni
versity  o f  S outhern  M iss iss ipp i and 
Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Messages may be sent to the family 
in care of the World Mission Division, 
6401 T he  P aseo ,  K a n sa s  C i ty ,  MO 
64131.

Alexander Dies at 66
Career missionary Douglas R. Alexan

der, 66, died at his home 
in Lenexa, Kans., Sept.
16. Death was the result 
of cancer. Services were 
held Sept. 19, at Nall 
Avenue Church of  the 
Nazarene.

The family suggests 
memorial contributions 

be made to the Doug Alexander Schol
arship Fund at Nazarene Theological 
College, Johannesburg, South Africa.

He is su rv iv ed  by his w ife  o f  41 
years, M. Anne (nee Esselstyn); three 
sons, Jam es,  Robert ,  and David; his 
mother, Gertrude; his brother, Glenn; 
his sister, Phyllis S tanford; and four 
grandchildren.

Alexander was scheduled to retire in 
December following 36 years of m is
sionary  service  in the C hurch  o f  the 
Nazarene. His most recent assignment 
was at Nazarene Theological College in 
Johannesburg. He also served in Swazi
land  and  M o z am b iq u e .  In a d d i t io n ,  
Alexander worked with the Bible Soci
ety of South Africa for 10 years on the 
translation of the Tsonga Bible.

He pas tored  a N azarene church in 
Frankfurt, Germany, from 1976 to 1978. 
He also pastored Montreal First Church 
from 1956 to 1958.

A lexander graduated  from Eastern 
N azarene  C o llege  in 1953 and from 
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  in 
1956. He was ordained on the Canada 
Central District in 1957.

M e s s a g e s  m ay  be s e n t  to  Mrs. 
A lexander  at: 9642  H alsey  Rd., No. 
105, Lenexa, KS 66215.

December’s

1 0 - P o in t  Q a iz

1. According to the U.S. Justice Department, how many 
violent crimes occur per year “on the job”?

A. 1 2 5 .0 00  C. 840 ,000
B. 5 2 5 ,0 00  D. 1 ,0 00 ,00 0

2. In a recent year, 750 persons were murdered by a 
fellow employee. How many of these victims were men?

A. 175 C. 375
B. 600  D. 530

3. What percent of all rapes reported last year occurred 
on the job?

A. 3%  C. 8%
B. 3 0%  D. 4 1%

4. What are the chances that an American worker will 
suffer some sort of violence on his or her job?

A. 1 in 4 B. 1 in 5 C. 1 in 9

5. The first American to ever be selected to head the in
ternational operations of the Salvation Army is:

A. Fred S. Jen n ings  C. R obert Haslam
B. Paul Rader D. S y lve s te r K ranow

6. According to the Mission Aviation Fellowship, the 
plane once flown by a missionary who was killed by Auca 
Indians (now called Huaorani) in Ecuador in 1956  has

been discovered. The missionary pi lot was:
A. Paul O rjala C. Nate S ain t
B. Forest T ru m p  D. Jo h n  G w ifo r t

7. The Evangelical Fe llowship of Canada linked with the 
Catholic Church in Canada to help defeat a bill in Ontario  
that called for:

A. g ra n tin g  m a rriage  s ta tus  to  h om o se xua l coup les .
B. the  death pena lty  fo r  se co nd -o ffe n se  fe lo ns .
C. g ra n tin g  p o litica l a sy lum  to  Cuban re fugees.

8. How m any m en  a ttended the six P rom is e  Keepers  
conventions in 1994?

A. 1 4 0 ,000  C. 2 04 ,0 00
B. 1 8 5 ,000  D. 2 30 ,0 0 0

9. In Fiji, a 26-year-o ld  man, Vijay Raj,  who c la ims to 
be a new Christian convert, was arrested for doing what  
“ God told me to d o ,” which was:

A. b u rn ing  dow n  the  loca l o ffice  o f the  W o rld  C ounc il o f 
Churches.

B. b u rn ing  dow n  a H indu tem p le .
C. b u rn in g  dow n  a p o rn o g ra p h ic  film  thea te r.

10. Which of the fo llowing denom inations  reversed its 
new policy of ordaining women?
■ A. General A sso c ia tio n  of R egu la r B ap tis ts  (G A R B.)

B. Evangelica l M e th o d is t C hurch
C. C h ris tian  R e fo rm ed  C hurch  (CRC)

Answers

3-01 :g-6 :q-8 -V-Z :d-9 :a-9 -VT ‘3-Z :g-2 iQ-f
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I n a Woman’s V oice

Fragrant Offerings

Rebecca Laird is a professional writer 
and editor in Madison, New Jersey.

“The g ifts  yo u  s e n t . . . are a  f r a g r a n t  
offering , an accep tab le  sacrifice, 
p lea sin g  to G o d ” (Philippians 4:18, 
NIV).

O n m y  w a y  t o  t h e  b a s e m e n t ,  laun
dry basket in hand, my m ind returned 
to  a phrase from S u n d a y ’s sermon. 
"O ffer  your best to G od ,"  the m inister 
had proclaimed. With two young ch il
dren, I strive to survive. Rationally, I 
know  that finishing each day with 
everyone fed. healthy, and loved is 
success. Still, 1 too often hold to the 
hope o f  having it all— a tidy house, a 
com pleted  " to -do"  list, happy chil
dren, quality  time with m y husband 
for adult conversation , and time left 
over  for pursuing m y dreams.

But that Sunday challenge grabbed 
hold o f  me. W hat was the best I could 
offer to G od  in this cluttered phase of  
life? On the first step on my way 
downstairs ,  1 bent dow n to pick up a 
dirty bib. On the third step, 1 cringed 
as I added a pile o f  wet w ashcloths  to 
my load— near the bottom  I d iscov
ered the finger pain t-sm eared shorts 
my four-year-old daughter  had worn 
to preschool. “Som e offering 1 have 
to give ,” I shrugged as I trudged 
across the cem ent floor.

As 1 pulled the string on the hang 
ing bulb in order  to sort my pile o f

m essy clothes, insight f looded my 
mind just as light illumined the base
ment. I ’d been focused on w hat I had 
to give to God. I had mistakenly 
thought that the dirty, wet clothes in 
my hand were what I had to offer to 
God. I ’d m issed the point.  Offering 
m y best w a sn ’t about living a sani
tized, clutter-free, nicely perfum ed 
life and offering G od perfection; it 
was about living my life in the pres
ent, aware that my every task, how ev
er menial, could  be done w holeheart
edly. Going about m y daily chores 
recognizing that even doing laundry 
could becom e an offering was how  I 
could offer my best to God.

I ’m  not the first nor the last to 
struggle to find m eaning  in the many 
daily, menial tasks o f  life. In the late 
m id - 18th century, Jean-Pierre de 
Caussade wrote The Sacram ent o f  the 
P resent M om en t to encourage a group 
o f  nuns that “G od speaks to every in 
dividual through what 
happens to them mom ent 
by m om ent.” By living in 
the here and now, by 
choosing to fulfill the 
tasks at hand, how ever 
simple or  m undane, it is 
possible to experience 
G o d ’s presence and plea
sure. As de Caussade im 
plores, “ Let us unceas ing
ly impress upon every 
soul that the invitation of  
this gentle, loving Saviour expects 
nothing difficult or extraordinary of  
them, He only asks that their good in
tention be united to His, so that He 
m ay lead, guide, and reward them ac
cordingly.”

De C aussade 's  words bring to mind 
a simple-hearted, hardworking nun I 
observed years ago while on a retreat. 
As the m any guests finished eating 
and piled up dishes to be washed, a 
lone nun stood quietly with her arms

elbow-deep in sudsy water and lis
tened to a troubled wom an pour out 
her woes. The sister listened intently, 
empathically, and methodically  
washed plate after plate. I marveled 
at her  patience and acceptance of  
such unending, thankless chores. I 
asked, "H ow  do  you do it, day after 
day, washing all those dishes, and 
still having the patience to listen?”

She looked at me with clear eyes 
and replied, “ I just imagine that I am 
dipping m y  hands in the pool o f  
Bethesda." (See John 5:1-9.) By fo
cusing her attention on stirring up 
G o d ’s healing waters, she did her  dai
ly chores with serenity and cultivated 
a listening ear, thus offering restora
tive care to those she encountered.

Back in my own basement, on 
laundry day as I folded the warm, fra
grant clothes, I felt G o d ’s pleasure.
I ’d done a simple thing out o f  love 
for the others entrusted to m y care.

That was the personal best G od asked 
o f  me. Doing the task o f  the mom ent 
as a wholehearted offering to God 
and for those w hom  1 love is a worthy 
but difficult spiritual goal. God 
doesn 't  require fancy offerings from 
hands full o f  gold. G od requests sim
ple offerings from hearts turned God- 
ward. De Caussade says it so plainly, 
“G od is only asking for your heart.”

“ I just imagine that i am 
dipping my hands in the 
pool of Bethesda.”
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THAT REMINDS ME 
OF A STORY

by Gene Van Note

incoln Cheats Government. T h a t ’s w hat H o 
race  G re e le y  sh o u te d  f rom  the  p a g e s  o f  the 
N e w  York T ribune  one day  in 1848.

“ W e p r o p o s e  to  a t t a c k  t h i s  a b u s e , ” h e  
wrote.

W ha t  abuse?  “T he  a m o u n t  o f  m iles  charged  
a n d  m i l e a g e  p o c k e t e d  by  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  

[C o n g ress ] .” A cc o rd in g  to  the ru les,  sena to rs  and  c o n 
g ressm en  cou ld  on ly  charge  the g o v e rn m e n t  for  the “ o f 
ficial d is tan c e”— the shortes t mail rou te  be tw e en  the tw o 
locations.

A b ra h a m  L inco ln ,  s e n a to r  f rom  Illinois ,  w as  one  o f  
those  accused  o f  “ o v e rc h a rg in g .” A cc o rd in g  to Greeley , 
L in c o ln  h ad  b e e n  p a id  $ 1 ,3 0 0 .8 0  fo r  t r a v e l in g  1 ,626 
m iles ,  w hen  the shor tes t  mail rou te  to  S p rin g f ie ld  w as 
780  miles,  o r  $676 .80 .  T he  m os t  influential ed i to r  in the 
U n i te d  S ta te s  a c c u s e d  “ H o n e s t  A b e ” o f  c h e a t in g  the  
g o v e rn m e n t  out o f  $624.

D id A be  cheat?  T h e  reader  will have  to decide.
In L in c o ln ’s defense ,  it needs to be no ted  that the  law 

was o ften  in te rpre ted  to m ean  that m e m b e rs  o f  C ongress  
could  be paid  for m ileage  by “ the usually  trave led  ro ad .” 
In L in c o ln ’s case ,  tha t m e a n t  g o in g  no r th  to  C h ica g o ,  
ta k in g  a s te a m b o a t  ac ross  the G re a t  L ak e s  to B uffa lo ,  
and  the train sou th  to  W ashington .

What does the story tell us? T hat dep e n d s  on  you r  
point o f  view, but here are so m e possibilities:

— c o n g re ssm e n  are abou t the sam e now  as ever,
— free speech  is vital to  a dem ocracy ,
— free speech  can be used to d e fa m e w ithou t cause ,
— reporters  and legisla tors h ave  a lw ays  b een  at odds,  
— new s reports  d o n ’t a lw ays  tell the w ho le  story,
— things  sure have  ch a n g ed  in the last 150 years,
— a p ro p e r  v ie w  o f  h is to ry  h e lp s  us u n d e r s ta n d  the 

present.
O n e  th in g  is ce r ta in .  W h a te v e r  w e d e c id e  the  s to ry  

m eans ,  and  h o w ev e r  we dec ide to use it, it s ticks to  the 
m e m o ry  like K ansas  clay  sticks to  y o u r  boots.

Storytelling: An Ancient and 
Honorable Tradition

A lw a y s  h u n g ry .  S o m e t im e s  s ta rv in g .  A  sm a ll  t r ibe  
lived in the far north  before the turn o f  the century. T hey

did not have  en o u g h  food  to  susta in  an y o n e  w h o  cou ld  
not con tr ibu te  to  the tr ibe. T hus ,  the final gift you  cou ld  
g ive  y o u r  fam ily  w hen  you  b ec am e  to ta lly  u n p roduc t ive  
w a s  to  g o  o u t  in to  th e  f o r e s t  a n d  d ie  a l o n e .  I f  y o u  
c o u ld n ’t w alk ,  a lov ing  re la tive  w o u ld  ca rry  you  to you r  
r e n d e zv o u s  with  death .

B u t  i f  y o u  c o u l d  te l l  th e  s to r i e s  o f  th e  c l a n ,  th e y  
w o u ld n ’t let you  go, e v e n  if  you  co u ld  do  no th ing  else. 
You a n d  y o u r  s t o r i e s  w e r e  so  im p o r t a n t  th e y  w o u ld  
g uard  you  to keep  you  from  fo l low ing  the an c ien t  c u s 
tom. F o r  the stories o f  the past held  the fu ture in them. 
T h e ir  history. T h e i r  relig ion. T h e i r  cus tom s .  T h e i r  very 
life w as  in the ir  stories.

I'he Power of a Story
T h e  H e b re w s  u n d e r s to o d  the  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a well- 

told story. T h e  hero ic  ac co u n ts  o f  the ir  history, the ten
d e r  m o m e n ts  o f  the ir  fa ith -journey ,  w ere  h an d e d  as ca re 
fully as f ine ch ina  from  one gen e ra t io n  to the nex t— by 
m e a n s  o f  the story. M e n  to ld  the b rave  ex p lo i ts  o f  the 
pas t to  w id e -e y e d  c h i ld ren  as they  sat a ro u n d  the fire. 
M o the rs  ro cked  the ir  ch i ld ren  to  s leep  with  the stories of 
the faithful in the lu llabies  o f  tradition.

W h o  cou ld  forget that R uth  w as the g re a t -g ra n d m o th 
e r  o f  K ing  D avid  or  ignore  the  co u ra g e  o f  E s the r  once 
y o u ’d h ea rd  the ir  s to r ie s?  T h e  F eas t  o f  P u r im  to o k  on 
specia l m e a n in g  for  the Je w  in the light o f  E s th e r 's  brave 
w ords  to her  o lde r  cous in ,  M o rdeca i ,  “ If  I perish ,  1 per
ish” (Es ther  4:16).

Jesus  ra ised  the art o f  Jew ish  s to ry te l l ing  to a new  lev
el. W h e n  the P h ar isees  and  sc ribes  g ru m b le d  and  said, 
“T h is  m an  w e lc o m e s  s inners  and  ea ts  with  th e m ,"  Jesus 
d id n ' t  d e fend  h im self .  Instead ,  he to ld  three stories: one 
abou t a w o m a n  w h o  m isp lac ed  a coin; an o th e r  about a 
s h e p h e rd  w h o  w en t  lo o k in g  for  one  w a n d e r in g  sheep; 
and  a th ird  abou t a fa the r  w h o  had  tw o  boys  (L u k e  15).
■ O n an o th e r  occas ion ,  w hen  an exper t  in the law  asked 
Jesus ,  “ W h o  is m y  n e ig h b o r? ” Je sus  rep lied  by  telling a 
story. He said, “ A m a n  w as  go in g  d o w n  from  Jerusalem 
to Je richo ,  w hen  he fell in to the h ands  o f  ro b b e rs .” And 
before  He w as  th rough .  He ch a l lenged  the m a n  by ask
ing, “ W hich  o f  these  th ree  d o  y o u  th in k  w as  a  neighbor 
to the m a n  w h o  fell into the h an d s  o f  ro b b e r s? ” (Luke
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10:29, 30, 36, NIV, e m p h a s is  added).

In the first set o f  stories,  Je sus  illustrated  h o w  peop le  
revea l  the  th ings  tha t  are  im p o r ta n t  to  them . O u r  Lord  
used  the second  story  to br ing  a m a n  to  the po in t o f  d e c i 
sion. By see ing  h im s e l f  in the  story, the “ expe r t  in the 
la w ” co u ld  dec ide  w h e th e r  he  w an te d  to  ex p a n d  h is  d e f i 
nition  o f  neighbor.

But Why Tell a Story?
T im e ,  w e ’re told, is the m o s t  im portan t  cu r ren c y  w e 

h av e  to  spend . W h y  take  the tim e to  tell a s to ry?  G o o d  
ques tion .  L e t ’s look b a c k  and  see if  a  rev iew  will g ive  us 
any  hints .

Stories capture attention: A b ra h a m  L in c o ln  has  a

T he final gift

YOU COULD GIVE TO 
YOUR FAMILY WHEN 
YOU BECAME OLD 

AND UNPRODUCTIVE 
WAS TO GO OUT 
INTO THE FOREST 
AND DIE ALONE. 

BUT IF YOU COULD 
TELL THE STORIES 

OF THE CLAN, 
THEY WOULDN’T 

LET YOU GO.

r e v e re d  p la c e  in the  h is to ry  o f  the  U n ite d  S ta tes .  H is 
ho n es ty  is m o re  than  legend , it is h is to rical fact. T hus,  
r e s id e n t s  o f  the  U .S .  w o u ld  n o t  e x p e c t  an  h o n o r a b le  
n ew sp a p e r  ed i to r  like H orace  G ree ley  to accuse  L incoln  
o f  p a d d in g  h is  e x p e n s e  ac coun t .  I f  we k n o w  a n y th in g  
a b o u t  L in c o ln ,  the  s to ry  sh o u ld  c a p tu re  o u r  a t ten t ion .  
Not m u c h  p rogress  can  take p lace  on any  level— p h y s i
ca l,  m e n ta l ,  em o t io n a l ,  o r  sp ir i tua l— u n le ss  p eo p le  are 
p ay ing  attention.

Stories let in the light: T h ere  seem s  to  be an edge  to 
the l a w y e r ’s ques tion  tha t led Je sus  to  tell the s to ry  o f  
the go o d  Sam ari tan .  P erhaps  the m an  w an te d  to  jus t ify  
h im self .  O r  he  m ay  have b een  look ing  for  an argum ent.  
M a y b e  he w a n te d  a c h a n c e  to  m a k e  Je su s  lo o k  like a
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foo l .  O u r  L o rd  d is a rm e d  h im  and  lif ted  the  sh a d e s  o f  
da rkness  by  te lling  a story that had  so m u c h  truth to  it 
the m an  saw  life differently. W e ’re not to ld  h o w  he re 
sponded ,  and  Jesus  se em e d  con ten t to  let the story do  the 
w ork  instead o f  p reach ing  a se rm o n  to the m an.

Stories aid memory: T he p rac tice  o f  ex p o s in g  the e l 
derly  to  d ie  alone seem s barbaric . W e h ave  laws against  
th a t  k in d  o f  ab u se .  B u t ,  w e  m u s t  no t  j u d g e  th a t  tr ibe  
f r o m  th e  c o m f o r t  o f  o u r  p lu s h  h o m e s — in c o u n t r i e s  
w here  the g o v e rn m e n t  helps  the very  poor.

We can, how ever,  learn  from  the ir  at ti tude to w ard  the 
storyteller. T h e ir  tribal trad itions w ou ld  con t inue  as long  
as the peop le  k n ew  the stories.  C h i ld re n  p ro b ab ly  will 
not ge t  very  far  in a  b o o k  on  sy s tem a tic  theo logy , but 
they  will r e m e m b e r  a w ell-to ld  story. M ost o f  the rest o f  
us are like ch ild ren  in this respect.

Storytellers Aren’t Born,
They’re Made

D id you  ev e r  go  f ish ing w ith  a 
good  story te l le r  and then lis ten in 
w h ile  he to ld  y o u r  f r iends  abou t 
the trip? A s he ta lked, you  could  
h e a r  the  w in d  w h i s p e r  th r o u g h  
th e  p i n e s ,  f e e l  th e  s l a p  o f  th e  
w a v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s id e  o f  th e  
boat ,  and  sense  the  su rge  o f  e x 
c i t e m e n t  a s  th e  ‘' b i g  o n e ” g o t  
aw ay .  A n d  y o u  th o u g h t  all y o u  
did  w as sw ea t and  sw at m o sq u i
toes!

T h e  s to r y te l l e r  m a d e  the  tr ip  
sound  so th r i l l ing  he co u ld  have 
s igned  up vo lun teers  for  the next 
t r ip  on the  spo t.  W o u l d n ' t  it be 
great to be  able to tell s tories like 
that— stories abou t th ings  that re 
ally m atte r?

“ B u t ,  I c o u l d  n e v e r  d o  i t , ” 
y o u ' r e  te lling yourself .

D o n 't  be so sure. D o n ' t  g ive up 
o n  y o u r s e l f .  Y o u ,  t o o ,  c a n  b e 
c o m e  a s to ry te l le r .  A n d  b e s t  o f  
all, you  can  use y o u r  n ew  skil ls  
not on ly  to en ter ta in  peop le  about 
you r  fish ing  trip, but also to  gu ide 
them  in the w ays  o f  the faith, and 
perhaps,  lead them  to kn o w  Jesus 
as the ir  Savior.

For, you  see, s to ry te lling  is not 
a gift  that falls f rom  h e a v e n  and 
l a n d s  o n  a f e w  l u c k y  p e o p l e .
E veryone  can  learn to be a  good  
storyteller.

H ow ?
H ere  are so m e  su g g e s t io n s  on 

how  to begin:
•  U se s to r ie s  you  en jo y  

telling. B e g in  w ith  c o m fo r ta b le

th in g s .  O u r  o ld  s h o e s  an d  o u r  o w n  b a c k y a r d  are  the  
th ings  tha t re lax  us. Tell s to ries  abou t life, its j o y s  and 
so rrow s. Tell s tories abou t G o d 's  m y s te r io u s  w ays.  P e o 
ple can  identify  w ith  those  things.

•  Tell the story like you’re enjoying it. Y our e n th u 
s iasm  will en t ice  o the rs  to  “ ge t  on  b o a rd ” w ith  you.

•  Use picture language. T h in k  o f  n e w  w a y s  to  d e 
sc r ibe  an  ev e n t .  U n le a s h  y o u r  im a g in a t io n .  W h e n  you  
help  peop le  look  at e v e n  a c o m m o n  ex p e r ie n c e  f ro m  a 
new  angle ,  you  take th e m  on a new  adven tu re .

•  Get to the point. D ec ide  w ha t you  w an t to  a c c o m 
plish  w ith  the story  and  de le te  ev e ry th in g  f rom  the n a r ra 
tive that d o e s n ' t  he lp  you  d r ive  to  that result .  E spec ia l ly  
w h e n  us ing  a s to ry  to  te ac h ,  to  train ,  o r  to  e n c o u ra g e ,  
d o n ’t let the s to ry  get c lu tte red  up with  a lot o f  u n n e c e s 
sary detail.

•  Pay a tten tio n  to the te n 
sion. T h e  t e n s io n ,  th e  m y s te r y ,  
t h e  u n k n o w n ,  a r e  y o u r  b e s t  
fr iends  w h e n  you  tell a  story. In 
s o m e  w a y s ,  s t o r y t e l l i n g  is l ik e  
te lling  a jo k e — get t ing  the punch  
line in the  r igh t  p lace  is cruc ia l .  
A n d ,  g e t t in g  to  it b e fo re  p eo p le  
get bo red  is vital too.

•  PR A C T IC E ! T h a t ’s r ig h t ,  
prac tice  rea lly  d o es  m a k e  perfect. 
You m a y  f ind  it h e lp fu l  to  w rite  
out y o u r  story  and  read  it in front 
o f  a m irror.  O f  co u rse ,  you  m ay 
w an t to d o  it w h ile  the  fam ily  is 
out shopp ing .  S o m e  crea tive  folk 
h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  in f ro n t  o f  th e ir  
h o m e  v ideo  ca m era .  But h o w ev e r  
you  do  it, prac tice .

•  One more thing. I t ’s O K  to 
take  no tes  w ith  you  w h e n  you  tell 
the  s tory  to  y o u r  S u n d a y  School 
class ,  o r  w h e re v e r  you  p lan  to use 
t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  K e e p i n g  d a t e s ,  
p laces ,  n a m e s ,  t im es ,  an d  events  
s t r a ig h t  is im p o r ta n t .  B u t n ev er  
r e a d  th e  s to r y  to  y o u r  h e a re rs .  
E ven  an a w k w a rd ly  to ld  story is 
m o r e  e f f e c t iv e  th a n  o n e  w ri t ten  
by an exper t  and  read a loud.

By the way, d id  I tell you  about 
the t im e . . .

E d i to r ’s N o te :  I f  y o u  w a n t to 
g e t  s ta r t e d  a t  s t o r y t e l l i n g  th is  
C h r is tm a s ,  w h y  n o t r e a d  M elea  
B ro c k 's  C h r is tm a s  s to r y  w ritten  
e s p e c ia lly  f o r  th e  H e r a ld  (page  
2 4 ) . R e a d  it s e v e r a l  t im e s  un til 
y o u  ca n  te ll it to  y o u r  fa m ily  on 
C h r i s t m a s  E v e ,  y o u r  S u n d a y  
S c h o o l c la ss  C h r is tm a s  pa rty , or 
. . . y o u  d ec id e . ^

T his large storyteller doll

WAS PHOTOGRAPHED AT 

ALBUQUERQUE’S “OLD TOWN." 

THE PRICE: $1,700.
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Wrapping It Up
C. ELLEN WATTS

C. Ellen Watts is a freelance writer living 
in Nampa, Idaho.

'T w a s  t h e  s e a s o n  to be both gener
ous and jolly. It being Tuesday, store 
aisles were ja m m e d  with customers, 
sham elessly  admitting  our age in or
der  to claim a discount.

A rm s loaded, 1 was s tanding in 
line, lis tening to a p iped rendition of  
“ Joy to the Mall, the Card Has 
C o m e ” (or som e such garbled  version 
o f  a Chris tm as carol) w hen  a friend 
jo ined  me.

As I explained that four new  babies 
in the span o f  one year  had doubled 
the num ber  o f  our  grandchildren , she 
stared at me, then blurted, “ Surely 
you d o n 't  buy for all o f  them !” 

“ Well,” I said, repressing laughter, 
"it would  be tough deciding which 
one to leave out.”

Still, my friend had a point.  Ju g 
gling a fixed income in order to buy 
gifts for grandkids  w ho appear to al
ready have every th ing  (and no doubt 
discard while still useable) can  be a 
challenge. It can also m ake you a lit
tle hard-nosed.

W hile  I love giving good  gifts to 
our  grandchildren , I cannot keep 
straight what nam e or logo should ap 
pear on which school bag or the seat

o f  whose jeans. I d o n ’t even try. 
Chances are, I cou ldn ’t afford 15 of  
them anyhow.

Further, I am not responsible for 
m aking  sure their Christm as wish 
lists com e true. I did that already. It is 
now their parents ' turn. Besides, with 
granddaughters who copy whole 
pages (complete with order numbers) 
from  a toy catalog and a grandson 
whose list reads like a Gart Bros, in
ventory, w ho can afford to look at 
lists? (In fairness, he did write, “Just 
kidding. G randm a,"  beside m otorcy
cle.)

Even if we could afford the highest 
priced items on each of  their lists 
(which we usually cannot), it hardly 
seem s fair to rob young parents o f  
pleasure by loading the Christmas 
tree with gifts larger than they can af
ford to buy for their children.

W hy not, instead, give small gifts 
that they can experience, use up, or 
simply enjoy:

•  A gift certificate for 
a favorite fast food or p iz
za restaurant (find out in 
advance what the favorite 
is).

•  Tickets for w hole
some entertainm ent such 
as the zoo, or a Christian 
concert.

•  Lunch out for just the 
two or three o f  you.

•  Subscription to a 
Christian magazine.

•  Devotional book.
•  Books chosen with each child 's 

interests in mind.
A lthough I once caught my neigh

bor, a g randm other  to 42, purchasing 
13 dolls all alike, buying in quantity 
is se ldom the way to shop for gifts. 
Better to consider  each child individ
ually, even if we m ust get to know 
them through phone calls or letters.

Consider,  too, those gifts that only

a grandparent can give. Young peo 
ple, especially, will thrill to a gift o f  
old coins, jewelry, or other keepsakes 
that have been handed down through 
the family. Make or buy a special box 
for each treasure and include a hand
written or typed account o f  how each 
came to be special.

Buy a blank book with a pretty 
cloth cover and write dow n your fam 
ily stories. If possible, include snap
shots o f  the parent who grew up in 
your home. O r  put together a small 
photo album o f  family pictures se
lected just for your grandchild. Have 
you hung on to those old slides? For a 
more costly but long-lasting family 
gift, select the best and have them put 
on videotape, com plete with narra
tive.

Finally, I can rem em ber  a time 
when I would gladly have traded my 
cherished Pinocchio book for some 
firsthand knowledge o f  Jesus.

Christian grandparents,  really, if 
we haven 't  a dime to spend on our 
grandchildren, the gift o f  a Christian 
heritage will outlast any fast-fad trin
ket you can buy. So will the sharing 
o f  spiritual insights, the gifts o f  love, 
time, listening, and telling them o f  Je
sus, G o d ’s Gift to all.

Unlike this heap of  stuff I 've  
tram ped all over town and trekked the 
malls to buy. those kinds o f  gifts 
don ' t  have to be wrapped. tfc

It hardly seems fair to rob young 
parents of pleasure by loading 
the Christmas tree with gifts 
larger than they can afford to 
buy for their children.
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Ralph Twigger, Innkeeper
by Mclea J. Brock

R alph  untied the ribbon and opened the box. inside was
A POCKET WATCH HE HAD ADMIRED AND A FINE GOLD FOB CHAIN.
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This is a story to be read aloud as you  gath er around the table, a 
warm cozy f ire , tuck yo u r lit tle  ones in to bed, or even a t a Christm as 
party . Some stories fa l l  best on the ear as they are spoken. Tell and  
lis ten  w ith  you r heart, and you  w ill f in d  the heart o f  the story.

R a lp h  T w ig g e r  h ad  b e e n  c a r in g  fo r  D e b r a ’s 
tw o  boys .  Jo sh  and  Je rem y, since M arch .  He 
s a w  t h e m  o f f  to  s c h o o l  in t h e  m o r n i n g ,  
h e l p e d  w i t h  h o m e w o r k  in  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
— all in e x c h a n g e  fo r  a  h o m e -c o o k e d  m eal.  
T here  had  been  a few  adven tu res .  A  m a n  in 
h i s  7 0 s  is b o u n d  to  f o rg e t  a f e w  lu n c h e s .  

T h e n  th e re  w a s  the  e n d - o f - th e - y e a r  p a r ty  w h e n  R a lph  
se rved  as a " R o o m  M o m ” fo r  bo th  b o y s ’ classes .

T h e y  w ere  e n jo y in g  the  h o l id a y s  ju s t  l ike a  fam ily .  
T h e  fo u r th  o f  Ju ly  w as  a p ic n ic  in the  park  w ith  f i re 
w o rk s .  H a l l o w e e n  w a s  a h o o t  w h e n  all fo u r  o f  th e m  
dressed  up as c rayons .  T h a n k sg iv in g  w as  real nice, too, 
w ith  lots  m o re  to  be  th a n k fu l  fo r  than  ju s t  S w a n s o n ’s 
F rozen  D inners .

But r ight a f te r  the  T h an k sg iv in g  m eal,  the boys  pulled 
out c o lo r in g  b o o k s ,  c r a y o n s ,  c o n s t ru c t io n  paper ,  g lue ,  
and  glitter. R a lp h  soon  f igured  it out: a  ritual to u sh e r  in 
the  C h r i s tm a s  s e a s o n  h a d  d e s c e n d e d  u p o n  th is  h o m e .  
T h e y ’d bare ly  f in ished  the p u m p k in  pie w h en  the C h r is t 
m as  ca ro ls  beg a n  f low ing .

" H e lp  us. R a lp h !” Josh ,  the o ldest,  w as  g rea t at g e t 
ting  R a lph  to try an y th in g  once.

“ N o. thank  you. I ’m  no  ar t is t .” R alph  w as  s ta rt ing  to 
feel a sad  ache  in the pit o f  his  s to m ac h  that he h a d n ’t 
felt for  a long tim e. He did  not en joy  C hr is tm as .  He had 
s topped  ce leb ra t ing  it w hen  his  w ife, R ache l,  died.

" P le a s e ,  R a lp h .  M o m  g o t  y o u  a C h r is tm a s  co lo r in g  
book  and  c ra y o n s  to o !"  Je re m y  held  them  up for  display.

“ W h a t? ”
D e b ra  g ig g le d  as she h a n d e d  h im  a c u p  o f  eg g n o g .  

R a lph  ha ted  eg g n o g ,  but po lite ly  took  a sip. "I t  w as  the 
b o y s ’ idea. T h ey  said you  like to co lor."

He sw a l lo w ed  the fu n ny -ta s t ing  concoc t ion ,  try ing  not 
to b rea the .  “ Well now, th a t 's  because  the boys  need  som e 
he lp  f rom  tim e to  t im e w ith  the ir  co lo ring  a s s ig n m e n ts .” 
He sou n d e d  a bit angry, and  the boys  p icked  that up in 
his vo ice  quickly.

" W h a t ’s w rong ,  R a lp h ? ”
T h e  c lock  w as  so u n d in g  the h o u r  o f  n ine and  his e x 

cuse  for  leav ing  this  p re -C h r is tm as  ce lebra tion .
"I  th ink  w e ’ve w o rn  R a lph  out,  boys ."
"I  a m  a little t ired ,"  he said, re l ieved  that he had  an 

ex cuse  for  h is  p rem a tu re  exit. As he w alk e d  o v er  to  the 
door. D eb ra  m e t h im  there  w ith  an a rm lo ad  o f  leftovers.

" H e re  you  g o .” She h u g g ed  h im  and  w h ispe red  in his 
ear, “T h a n k  you . R a lph ,  for  all y o u ’ve been  to  m e  and  
the boys .  W e love y o u .”

His to n g u e  s tuck  to the  r o o f  o f  his  m o u th .  T ha t  sad  
fee ling  w a s  there.

" B y e .  S ee  y o u  to m o r ro w ,  R a lp h ."  J e re m y  an d  Jo sh

w ere  w av ing  the pape r  chain.
He knew  he w as  abou t to  cry. He c o u ld n ’t even  say 

go o d  night. In seconds ,  he w as back  in his apartm ent .  He 
s l a m m e d  th e  p l a s t i c  c o n t a i n e r s  o f  l e f t o v e r s  o n  th e  
counter .  "R ache l ,  Rachel,  I c a n ’t do  this w ithou t y o u !” 
He m uffled  the loudness  o f  his vo ice  with  his hand.

T h is  w a s  h e r  t im e  o f  year .  R a c h e l  w as  so  a l iv e  at 
C h r is tm a s .  S he  lo v ed  e v e ry th in g  abou t it. T h e i r  h o m e  
looked  like a C h r is tm as  card .  Perfec tly  w ra p p ed  p a c k 
ages sp il led  out from  under  a tree that looked  like snow  
had  fallen  on it. G in g e rb rea d  m e n  m arched  in and  out o f  
the  b r a n c h e s  a m o n g  h u n d re d s  o f  G e rm a n  h a n d -b lo w n  
g lass  o rnam en ts .  Rachel d ragged  h im  to every  C hr is tm as  
even t the city  offered ,  excep t church . He a lw ays  found  a 
w ay  to  w igg le  out o f  re lig ious program s. C hr is tm as  Eve 
w as  the  hardest.  “ Is there  ro o m  in the inn, R a lp h ?” She 
n ev e r  pushed  her  beliefs.  A n d  sadly, R alph  n ev e r  accep t
ed  them.

“ N o ,” h e ’d say in too  s tem  a voice. “T h e r e ’s no  room  
in the inn .” T hen ,  an uncom fortab le  lum p w ould  rise in 
his  th ro a t  as R ache l  h ea d ed  to  c h u rc h  u n a c c o m p a n ie d  
every  C hr is tm as  Eve. A fter  she left, he felt so alone, so 
separate  from  her. N o w  that sam e old uncom fortab le  fee l
ing w as back. But this tim e it lay in the pit o f  his s tom 
ach. H ow  w as he  go ing  to get th rough  this C hris tm as?

*  ❖ ❖
N o  o n e  g e ts  a  tree th is early!  He peeked  out the w in 

d o w  as D eb ra  and  the boys  d ragged  the tree up the apa r t
m en t s tairwell.  H e ’d refused  to  go  with  them , but he had 
to help  now. T h ey  were  about to fall d o w n  the sta irway  
w ith  the thing.

"O h ,  Ralph, thank  you. Isn 't  she a bea u ty ?” R alph  had 
h e a rd  R a c h e l  use th o se  v e ry  w o rd s  fo r  m o re  th a n  40  
years.

S ilently , he h e lp ed  w ith  the stand. T he  b o y s  w an ted  
the tree in their  room , but ag reed  that the best p lace for it 
w as in front o f  the living room  window.

“ E v ery o n e  will see it!” said  Jeremy.
“Great .  E v e ry o n e .” For  the nex t m onth .  R alph  w ou ld  

see this tree every  day  as he ca red  for the boys. A nd  by 
the looks  o f  all the boxes ,  the entire  apa r tm en t w ou ld  be 
t ransfo rm ed  by m idaf te rnoon .

" H o w  abou t lunch and  som e tree tr im m ing ,  R a lp h ? ” 
D ebra  could  m a k e  sc rubb ing  floors sound  exciting ,  but 
not this— not tr im m ing  a tree.

"P le a se !” T h e  boys  were  b egg ing  in a w ay  that he had 
such  a hard  tim e refusing.

“ I 'v e  g o t  r ep a irs  w a i t in g  fo r  m e ,  bu t  th a n k  y o u  fo r  
a sk in g .” He w as  p roud  o f  h imself .  H e ’d m a n ag e d  a p o 
lite response .  I t ’s  g o in g  to  take  d a ys  to  g e t the sap  o f f  m y  
hands.
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T h an k sg iv in g  passed , and the b oys  re tu rned  to school. 
But every  day  b rough t m o re  invitations:

“ H ow  abou t som e C hr is tm as  sh o p p in g ? ”
“ I d o n ’t buy  presents.  1 send  m o n e y  o rders .”
“ W ant to co m e  c a ro l in g ?”
“ I ’m  too old to ca ro l!"
“ W e ’re bak ing  C hr is tm as  co o k ie s .”
“ G o tta  w atch  m y  sugar  in take .”
“ Ice sk a t in g ?”
“A re you  k id d in g ?”
He w as cranky  and  short w ith  the 

boys .  He e v e n  re fu se d  th e i r  sc h o o l  
C h r is tm as  pageant.  It w as con fus ing  
to  J o s h  and  Je re m y ,  bu t  th e y  lo v e d  
Ralph. Finally, the boys  dec ided  that 
w h e n  s c h o o l  let o u t  fo r  C h r i s t m a s  
vacat ion ,  they w ould  confron t Ralph.
" W e ’re g o n n a  f in d  o u t  w h y  R a lp h  
hates C h r is tm as .”

T he  boys  were  quie t that m orn ing ,  
and  so w as  Ralph .  He rece ived  no  in
v ita t ions  to  any  C h r is tm a s  fo ldero l ,  
w h ic h  su i ted  R a lp h  ju s t  f ine. A f te r  
school,  at 3 :10, tw o  boys  bear ing  tis
su e -w rap p e d  clay  c rea tions  kno ck e d  
on R a lp h ’s door.

“ You can open  it, R a lp h ,” su g g e s t
ed  Josh  in a m ono tone .

“ Y o u  s u r e ?  I s n ’t t h e r e  a r u l e  
aga inst early  p resen t o p e n in g ? ”

“ N a h ,  g o  a h e a d .  Y ou m i g h t  as  
w e ll .” Je rem y  sounded  so sad.

C a u g h t  o f f  g u a r d ,  R a lp h  o p e n e d  
the  gifts .  "O h ,  bo y s ,  these  are  very  
n ice .”

“ I t’s a d inosaur,” said  Josh.
“ A nd  a little bow l you  can use for 

t iny w atch  parts  o r  p ap e r  c l ips ,” said Jerem y.
T h a t  lu m p  w as  b ac k  in his  th roa t ,  an d  h is  s to m a c h  

churned . He w an ted  to th row  his arm s a round  the boys  
an d  tell th e m  tha t  these  g if ts  w ere  the  f ines t  p re se n ts  
h e 'd  ev e r  received . Instead,  he sat there and  m u m b led ,  
“T hank  y o u .”

T he  boys  looked  at each  other, and  Josh  e lb o w e d  Je re 
my. It w as  time.

“ Ralph , w e have  som e th ing  very  se rious to ask  y o u .” 
“ All right. I 'm  ready .”
“ H o w  co m e  you  hate  C h r i s tm a s ? ” T w o  little ch e ru b  

faces stared  at h im . He c o u ld n ’t tell these  boys  the truth. 
T h e y  w e re  to o  y o u n g  to  u n d e r s ta n d  d e a th  a n d  d i s a p 
po in tm ent.

“ N ow , c o m e  on  guys,  i 'm  no  w orse  than  E b e n e e z e r  
S crooge  or  that green fellow  in Dr. S e u s s ’ . . .”

“T he  G r in ch ,” they bo th  ch im ed.
“ Yes, the G rinch  or  . . .  o r  . . .  the inn k e ep e r  in the 

C h r is tm as  s to ry?  Tell m e, am  I? ” H is m e a n  vo ice  w as  
back.

T h e r e  w a s  a lo n g  p a u s e — u n c o m f o r t a b l y  lo n g  fo r  
Ralph.

“ I ’m  sorry  I h ave  to  say  this , R a lp h ,” sa id  Josh  calm ly. 
“ But y o u ’re ju s t  like S crooge  and  the G r in c h .”

T here  w as  a little p au se  in the list. " A n d  the in n k e e p 
e r? ” R a lph  asked.

T h e  boys  g ave  a reso u n d in g ,  “ Yes.”
“ Y ou h a v e  n o  r o o m  fo r  C h r i s t m a s  in  y o u r  h e a r t , ” 

ad d e d  Jerem y.
T h e  ind ic tm en t  w as  de l ive red  by tw o  tiny m essenge rs .  

Guilty . It w as  one o f  those  rare m o m e n ts  o f  truth w h en  a 
person  has  an oppo r tu n i ty  o f  a l ife tim e to  change .

But R a lph  sat there num b. S p e e c h 
less.  S to m a c h  c h u rn in g .  F ina lly ,  he 
w e n t  to  th e  k i t c h e n  a n d  p o u r e d  a 
g lass  o f  ch o co la te  m ilk .  "W o u ld  you  
like som e ch oco la te  m i lk ? ” T h e  boys  
sh o o k  the ir  h ead s  no. He re tu rned  to 
s o m e  w o rk  w h i le  the  b o y s  co lo re d .  
In s i l e n c e ,  th e y  m a d e  a C h r i s t m a s  
ca rd  for  R a lph ,  w h ic h  they  s tuck  in 
the re f r ige ra to r  nex t to  the choco la te  
milk.

It w a s  f i v e  o ' c l o c k .  D e b r a  w a s  
h o m e  now. T h e  b o y s  g a th e re d  the ir  
b a c k p a c k s  a n d  h e a d e d  n e x t  d o o r .  
R a l p h  h e a r d  t h e  d o o r  s h u t  a n d  
rea ch ed  fo r  the phone.

“ O h ,  hi, R a lp h ."  T here  w as  a long 
p au se  b e fo re  D e b ra  s p o k e  aga in .  “ I 
see .  W e ' l l  m is s  you .  You ta k e  ca re  
and  have  a go o d  w ee k en d .  T he  boys 
will see you  on M onday . B y e .”

R a l p h  k n e w  t h i s  w a s  t h e  b e s t  
th in g .  A l th o u g h  h e ’d m is s  D e b r a ’s 
c o o k in g  th is  w e e k e n d ,  he n e e d e d  a 
break  from  the boys  and  they needed  
a b rea k  f rom  h im . He s to o d  up  and 
fe l t  a  l i t t le  q u e a s y .  W o n d e r  i f  th a t  

c h o c o la te  m i lk  w a s  s o u r ?  H e  d e f i n i t e l y  fe l t  a d u l l  
h e a d a c h e  too .  R a lp h  o p e n e d  the  f r id g e  an d  fo u n d  the 
card  lean ing  aga ins t  the m ilk  carton.  In a c h i ld ’s scrawl, 
it read , “ M erry  C hr is tm as ,  R alph .  We love you. Je rem y 
and  Josh ."

G ra b b in g  the ca r ton  o f  o ran g e  ju ic e  and  a box  o f  Ritz 
crackers ,  R a lph  hea d ed  for  bed. He ate c rackers ,  drank 
orange  ju ice ,  and  w atc h ed  the new s. T h e n  it s ta rted— a 
s n e e z in g  a t tack ,  f rom  ou t o f  n o w h e re .  F o r tu n a te ly ,  he 
had  a box  o f  tis sues  nearby. He sn eezed  and  sneezed  un
til his ears  po p p ed  and  his head  p o unded .

“ 1 th ink  I 'm  s ick ,” R a lph  m o a n e d  as he sea rched  the 
b a th ro o m  cab ine t  fo r  co ld  m e d ic in e  and  a therm om eter .  
H e  w as  sick all right.  It's  j u s t  a 2 4 -h o u r  hug . I ' l l  he fin e  
by  M onday . But he w a s n ’t fine. In fact, he w as  delirious 
w ith  fever. A t e igh t  o ’c lock , the boys  k n o ck e d  and  rang 
the doorbell .  But they  c o u ld n 't  raise Ralph.

" W h a t  do  w e do. Josh ,  call the p o l ic e ? ”
“ No. M a y b e  R a lph  ran  an  e r rand  and  got s tuck  som e

w here .  W e ’ll g ive  h im  20  m in u te s .” T h e  boys  stared at 
R a l p h ’s a p a r tm e n t  d o o r  as J o s h ' s  w a tc h  t ic k ed  o f f  the 
m inu tes .  T h e n  they  p o u n d e d  on  the  d o o r  and  ran g  the

R alph, w e have something
SERIOUS TO ASK YOU. WHY DO 

YOU HATE CHRISTMAS?”
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bell o v er  and  o v e r  aga in .  In a m o m e n t  o f  consc iousness ,  
Ralph  ca lled  the ir  nam es ,  faintly.

“ W h a t  w as  th a t? ” said Josh.
J e r e m y ’s ea r  w as  p ressed  aga ins t  the d o o r  like J o s h ’s. 

" W h a t?  I d id n ’t h ea r  a n y th in g .”
“ I th o u g h t  I hea rd  R a lp h ’s v o ic e .”
" M a y b e  h e ’s h u r t !”
T he  boys  ran  b ac k  to  the ir  ap a r tm e n t  and  ca lled  their  

m o m  at w ork .  S he  w as  h o m e  in 10 m inu tes .  T h e y  used  
th e  e x t r a  k e y  R a lp h  h a d  g iv e n  th e m  a n d  f o u n d  h im ,  
b u rn in g  w ith  fever.

"R a c h e l ,  Rache l.  I ’m  sorry .”
"R e s t  no w ,” D eb ra  said, fee ling  his  fo rehead .  “ Y o u 're  

very  sick, R a lp h .”
“ M om . w hy  is he ca ll ing  you  R ache l?  S h e ’s d e a d .” 
" I t ’s the  fever,  boys .  G e t  m e  so m e  w et w a sh c lo th s ,  

and  I 'l l  call the doc to r .”
R a lph  r ec o v e red  fully  in a few  days .  He w as  a b it e m 

barrassed .  but g ra tefu l  to  the b o y s  and  D ebra  for  nurs ing  
h im  back  to  hea lth .  H o w  cou ld  he thank  them ?

He began  pu ll ing  out b oxes  that had been  h idden  aw ay  
fo r  years.  O n e  w as  m a rk e d  “ train se t.” Yes, th o se  h o ys are  
g o n n a  h a ve  a tra in  fo r  th a t tree. He dug  th rough  the box  
m arked  “ tree ,” pu lling  out ca refu lly  w ra p p ed  o rnam en ts  
for  Debra. S h e 'l l  love  these. T h e n  he saw  it: a present.  O n 
the tag. Rachel had written , “To m y  husband  o f  43 years. 
Love, R ache l .” His h ands  trem bled , and  the heavy  feeling  
in h is  s to m a c h  w as  back .  R a lph  un t ied  the  r ib b o n  and  
o p e n e d  the  box . Inside  w as  a pocke t w a tch  he had  a d 
m ired  and  a fine go ld  fob chain . In
sc ribed  on the inside were  the w ords,
“ Is there ro o m  in the inn?”

R a l p h  w a s  o v e r c o m e  w i t h  th e  
b e a u t y  o f  th e  g i f t  a n d  th e  w o r d s  
R a c h e l  h ad  left b e h in d .  He so b b e d  
a n d  h u g g e d  the  w a tc h  c lo se  to  h is  
heart. Rachel had found  her  w ay into 
this old heart. So had those little boys 
and the ir  mother,  but never  Jesus.

“ T h e r e  a re  so  m a n y  th in g s  I r e 
gret. I 'm  too m e an  and  bit ter  and old 
to  le t  H im  in. H o w  d o  y o u  le t  in 
S o m e o n e  y o u 'v e  spent y o u r  life ig
n o r i n g ?  1 d o n ’t k n o w  h o w . ” H e  
paused ,  g ro p in g  for  w o rd s  h e ’d n e v 
e r  said before .  "I d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  to 
let You in .”

T h e r e  w a s  n o  o n e  e l s e  in  t h e  
a p a r tm en t  at the tim e. But, c lea r  as a 
b e l l ,  he  h e a r d  th e  g e n t l e  a n s w e r :
“ A sk  M e in, R a lp h .”

R a l p h  s h o w e r e d ,  s h a v e d ,  a n d  
d r e s s e d  in h is  b o w  t ie  a n d  a n e w  
s w e a te r  f ro m  h is  sister.  T h e  w a tc h  
f o b  g l e a m e d  b e l o w  h i s  s w e a t e r  
band . He k n o ck e d  on  the apa r tm en t  
d o o r  and  he ld  ou t tw o  p a c k a g e s  in 
g rand  p resen ta t ion .

T h e  d o o r  o p ened ,  and  R a lph  said

the w ords ,  “ Is there room  in the in n ?”
T he boys  tack led  h im  as D eb ra  g igg led  w ith  del igh t at 

R a lp h ’s po lished  appearance .  T here  w as a tw inkle  in his 
eyes  s h e ’d n ev e r  seen  before .  She hugged  this dea r  m an 
w ho  had  b e c o m e  like a fa the r  to her. “T here  is a lw ays  
room  for R a lph  Tw igger .”

R achel w ou ld  h ave  loved the scene. T here  w as Ralph, 
s it ting in chu rch  on C hr is tm as  Eve, sandw iched  be tw een  
tw o  little b o y s  and  the ir  m other.  B e am in g  from  ea r  to 
ear, he sang  at the top  o f  his voice ,  “ Joy to the w orld ,  the 
L o rd  is c o m e .”

A nd  He had  co m e  . . . and  m ade  His h o m e  in Ralph 
T w ig g e r ’s heart.

Editor's Note: Riyht-Side-Up Stories for Upside-Down People has 
been the working title and label for Melea Brock's storytelling work 
since 1982. Her storytelling has taken her to adults and children in 
civic and women’s groups, prisons, rest homes, conferences, re
treats, schools, churches, storytelling concerts, and more informal 
settings such as family rooms and backyards.

In addition to storyteller and freelance writer, Melea boasts of 
other creative forms in the roles of wife and morn. She and her fam
ily— husband, David, and son. Tim—are active members of the 
First Church of the Nazarene in Pasadena, Cal
ifornia. The Brocks make their home in an old 
1920s farmhouse in La Crescenta, California.
This story, "Ralph Twigger, Innkeeper.” was 
created especially for the Herald o f Holiness.

For more information concerning Melea’s 
story work, contact Right-Side-Up Stories,
Melea J. Brock, 260 S. Lake Ave., Suite 185,
Pasadena. CA 91101 (818-957-8822).

A dventure a n d  R om an ce . . .  
with a Christian Heartbeat rTcu\nOVJ

A  Shadow  from  the Heat
B y  M a rg a re t  E. K e lchner, a u th o r  o f  F a t h e r  o f  t h e  F a t h e r le s s .  
D e e p  in t o  t h e  v a s t  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  S o u th w e s t  d e s e r t  T e s ta 's  a b u s e r  
f le e s ,  d r a g g in g  h e r  b e h in d — w i t h  W e s ,  h e r  b r o th e r ,  in  r e le n t le s s  
p u r s u it .  W i t h  d a n g e r  o n  e v e ry  s id e , W e s  m u s t  c l in g  t o  G o d 's  p r o m 
is e  t h a t  H e  w i l l  b e  a  " s h a d o w  f r o m  t h e  h e a t . "  W i l l  t h a t  p r o m is e  b e  
e n o u g h ?  H H 0 8 3 -4 1 1 -5 1 5 8  $6.95

The Shining Light
B y  R u th  G love r. W o r t h  a n d  A b b ie  k n e w  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  a 
s t r u g g le  t o  c a rv e  o u t  a  n e w  e x is te n c e  in  t h e  S a s k a tc h e w a n  
T e r r i to r y — w h e r e  t h e  s u m m e r s  w e r e  s h o r t  a n d  t o i l s o m e  a n d  
t h e  w in t e r s  w e r e  lo n g  a n d  lo n e ly .  T h e y  a ls o  k n e w  t h a t  t o 
g e th e r  t h e y  c o u ld  o v e r c o m e  a n y  a d v e rs ity .  B u t  c a n  A b b ie  h o ld  
o n t o  t h e  d r e a m  a lo n e ?  H H 0 8 3 -4 1 1 -5 1 4 X  $8.95

O rd e r fro m  N azarene P ub lish ing  House
1-800-877-0700
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God’s Pitcher

H e  i s , w it h o u t  q u e s t io n , 
“MR. NAZARENE.”

H e r a l d  o f  H o l in e s s

College roommate, Phil Steigleder. “Phil 
knew from early childhood that God had 
called him to be a missionary and never 
had any doubt,” says Paul. “1 finally got 
to the place where I knew God wasn’t 
calling me in a specific sense, but I fig
ured, maybe He won't object if I try to 
find a place to help. So when the opportu
nity came, I tried to do what I could.”

Playing and Pitching
As a boy growing up in the orange 

groves of Southern California. Paul 
learned to do two things particularly 
well— pitch a softball and play trombone.
I lis parents wanted him to play an instru
ment. "There was a trombone teacher 
available for lessons. He was a Christian

guy and a really good tutor,” says Paul.
Just out of high school in 1944, Paul 

enlisted in the navy. He was assigned to 
the navy band program and sent for fur
ther training to the Naval School of Music 
in Washington. D.C. There, he was sched
uled to be shipped out to a combat zone at 
least a half dozen times, but his ability as 
a fast-pitch softball pitcher kept him state
side. He led the Naval School of Music to 
its first championship in history. "We 
didn't have 10 guys in the 1,000 musi
cians at the school who were athletic, or 
cared to be, so I was a rare bird,” says 
Paul.

“What's a Nice Girl like You . .
Eventually assigned to the Naval Air 

Station in Ottumwa, Iowa, 
Paul met Maxine Grim. 
They were married in 1947. 
Together now for 47 years, 
Paul and Maxine comple
ment each other perfectly. 
Maxine, the homemaker, 
Christian mother, and 
Paul's biggest supporter, 
has been an integral part of 
the Skiles team. Together 
they would raise two chil
dren, Paula and Scott.
Paula, with husband. Kelvin 
St. John, would serve 10 
years as a missionary to 
Guatemala. Scott, lead so
cial worker in the emer
gency department of Stan
ford University Medical 
Center, and his wife, Melis
sa, are active in the Golden 
Gate Nazarene congrega
tion in San Francisco.

Out of the navy, Paul 
went to Pasadena College 
where he was (naturally) a 
music major. Upon gradua
tion, he found that sports 
and music would open 
doors in the church.

"I was doing some 
things musically and got 
noticed. That's when I was 
invited to join Ponder 
Gilliland in my first assign
ment in Bakersfield [Cali-

Paul Skiles—-youth minister, musician, 
arranger, athlete, administrator, commu
nicator, layman, and churchman—offi
cially retires from the post o f Communi
cations Division director at Nazarene 
Headquarters at the close o f this month.

The following tribute was prepared by 
Mark Graham.

I t sounds so simple and so naive,” 
says Paul Skiles as he reflects on 
more than four decades of service to 
the Church of the Nazarene. “I 
didn’t start out with a specific career 
plan in church work. 1 thought I was 
going to be a teacher."

Paul didn't realize it then, but he 
would be a teacher to many, although not 
in a classroom.

Paul Skiles is a Nazarene 
through and through. His 
mother was present at Pilot 
Point, Texas, in 1908 when 
the Church of the Nazarene 
was officially organized.
His father came from a 
Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ background, and the 
young family followed that 
tradition until Paul’s parents 
settled in the Church of the 
Nazarene with their three 
sons, Albert, Paul, and 
Richard. Paul was 11 years 
old.

Awaiting a Call
Paul wanted to be in

volved in ministry, but he 
knew he hadn’t received 
what he considered a “call" 
from God. “When I was 
growing up," says Paul, "if 
you had a call to Christian 
service, it meant you were 
either going to be a pastor, 
an evangelist, or a mission
ary. I knew God wasn’t 
calling me to be any of 
these, so 1 kept wondering, 
‘Why doesn’t God want 
me?” ’

Paul’s lack of a formal 
"call" bothered him—espe
cially as he watched others, 
like his friend and Pasadena



—Paul SMles
fomia]. I went on to Eureka and Santa 
Ana where I was music and youth direc
tor, and the one who did just about any
thing else that was needed.”

In 1952, at the age of 25, Paul Skiles 
was first elected to the General NYPS 
Council. "It was the first time the NYPS 
had agreed to have younger representa
tives on the council,” says General Super
intendent Jerald D. Johnson, who, along 
with Charles Muxworthy, was elected 
with Skiles as one of three at-large dele
gates in 1952. "The three of us were over
whelmed with the wisdom of our older 
peers—men like Ponder Gilliland, Eu
gene Stowe, William Greathouse, and 
Timothy Smith.”

Beulah Park
In 1953, Paul was invited by George 

Coulter, superintendent of the Northern 
California District, to serve as a full-time 
district youth director. Coulter became a 
lifelong friend who, years later, would 
head the denomination’s World Mission 
Division and eventually become a mem
ber of the Board of General Superinten
dents. He would figure prominently in 
bringing to fruition one of Skiles’s 
dreams for youth involvement in the 
church.

For seven years, Paul directed summer 
camps on the old Northern California Dis
trict. The remainder of each year he was on 
call to all congregations on the district to 
help with activities for children and youth.

The camps at Beulah Park in Santa Cruz, 
California, served as a turning point in the 
lives of many young people (see accompa
nying sidebar).

When the call went out for someone to 
direct music at the first NYPS Interna
tional Institute at Estes Park, Colorado, in 
1958, Paul was a natural choice. He 
would go on to organize and direct Inter
national Institutes in ’62, ’66, and ’70 and 
would produce the first truly “internation
al” Institute in Fiesch, Switzerland, in 
1974.

"People could see that 1 liked kids, and 
the kids seemed to think that was OK,”

I  FIGURED, MAYBE GOD 
WON’T OBJECT IF I TRY TO 
FIND A PLACE TO HELP.”

says Paul. Paul used an ancient softball 
glove that looked like it had accompanied 
Noah on the ark. “Kids would ask if they 
could see it, and that would serve as a 
point of contact with them. I would go to 
the camps with my Bible and my glove, 
and, somehow, the kids could tell that I 

was interested in 
them."
“Thank You, Mr.

President”
In the long-ago 

summer of 1960, 
John F. Kennedy 
was about to be 
elected president 
of the United 
States. That same

Paul plays his 
trombone for the  
1985 General 
Assembly in 
Anaheim .

Paul in the la te  ’50s a t Camp Beulah where  
he greeted campers each morning, noon, 
and night w ith his bugle.

summer, at the General Nazarene Young 
People's Society Convention in Kansas 
City, delegates chose a 33-year-old lay
man (the youngest person elected to the 
post) as their executive secretary. Paul 
would lead the youth organization of his 
denomination for the next 13 years— 
through some of the most momentous 
times in the history of America. From 
there he would go on to serve as director 
of Media Services for 16 years and even
tually become director of the Communi
cations Division at Nazarene Headquar
ters.

But Paul will always be remembered 
and loved best for his leadership to the 
young people of the church.

"My daughters were teens when Paul 
was NYPS executive secretary." recalls 
Wes Tracy, Herald editor who served for 
a championship season as Skiles’s catcher 
for a church softball team. "My girls 
would have done anything for Christ that 
Skiles urged them to do. If ever there was 
a ‘hero’ for young people in the Church 
of the Nazarene, it was Paul Skiles.”

Michael Lodahl, author and professor 
of theology at Northwest Nazarene Col
lege, was a teen when Paul Skiles was di
rector of youth for the denomination. He 
came to know Paul through Conquest 
magazine. "Paul’s articles in Conquest 
were important to me in my spiritual de
velopment, especially in my understand
ing of sanctification,” says Lodahl. "Paul 
was just a great communicator to us kids.”

“My main concept of ministry was to 
channel the energies of youth into the to
tal evangelistic mission of the church,” 
says Paul. With this idea in mind, Skiles 
proposed the original concept of what is
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today Youth in Mission 
to then World Mission 
Executive Secretary 
George Coulter.

Evangelistic 
Ambassadors

The NYPS program 
was directing much of its 
efforts into training 
young people for future 
service, according to 
Paul. He wanted young 
people to apply what they 
were learning in evange
listic ways now.

“To show you how simple things were 
in those days, the beginning of ‘Ambas
sadors’ was just an agreement between 
myself and George Coulter. I went to Dr. 
Coulter and asked him, T am looking for 
some place to put young people to work 
evangelistically. Do you have anywhere 
they might be more of a help than a nui
sance?” recalls Skiles. "He said ‘Yes,’ 
and that was it.” Fine-tuning of the pro
gram was done by the General NYPS 
Council and the Department of World 
Mission.

Launched in the summer of 1963 as 
“Nazarene Evangelistic Ambassadors,”

the program (still a joint venture between 
NYI and the World Mission Division) 
continues to provide Nazarene students 
with opportunities for service around the 
world.

A Legacy
“When 1 look back now, some of my 

most satisfying moments are when I no
tice, scattered around the church, young 
people of that era who are continuing to 
serve in significant ways,” says Paul.

Terry Read, former missionary to 
Brazil and Haiti, now teaches missiology 
at Nazarene Theological Seminary. He 
was a member of one of the early groups

Paul Skiles as many 
rem ember him— directing  
a great choir or band of 
young people a t a 
Nazarene General 
Assembly.

of Nazarene Evangelistic 
Ambassadors in 1966.

“The Ambassador tour 
ended after about two 
months, but the call that 
God placed upon my life 

for missionary service has endured,” says 
Terry.

Another “Ambassador” was Brad 
Moore. Today, Brad is a vice president in 
charge of advertising and TV program
ming for Hallmark Cards— including the 
award-winning "Hallmark Hall of Fame" 
— and a member of the board at Kansas 
City First Church. Moore says: "Paul's 
leadership has been a part of my own life 
for over 30 years. At the 1960 General 
Assembly, I was just starting my teen 
years, and Paul Skiles was just starting to 
lead the denomination’s youth work. By 
1962, at International Institute, I was a

Remembering Paul and Beulah Park
by Norm Shoemaker

For a number of years now I’ve been telling people that it 
only takes one to make a difference! How do I know? 
Because it only took ONE to make a DIFFERENCE in 

my life. I know that God doesn’t play favorites, but he sure 
“smiled” on me that day in the summer of ’57 when my life- 
path intersected with a guy by the name of Paul Skiles. Prior 
to that fortuitous weekend at Beulah Park Campground I had 
met lots of church folks and even some great leaders, but for 
me there is one— Paul Skiles.

It was the summer I graduated from high school. A group 
of college men were standing out in front of Klassen Dorm 
on the old Pasadena College campus, and I was hanging 
around on the fringes hoping that some of their prowess 
would rub off on me. They tolerated my presence because I 
didn't get in the way. Someone said, “I think the Northern 
Cal Camp Meeting begins this week.” Another replied, 
“Yeah, I think you’re right. Let’s go!” Since I was standing 
nearby, they invited me to join them. I couldn’t imagine why 
anybody would want to drive 500 miles to go to camp meet
ing. In Pasadena, camp meeting meant long services on hot 
August nights with hundreds of Lamb’s Funeral Home fans 
beating the air. But with nothing better to do . . .  I went!

We drove all night, arriving in Santa Cruz the next morn
ing. After a few rides at the Santa Cruz boardwalk, we drove 
the final remaining miles to Beulah Park. Even the name 
“Beulah” sounded foreboding to this shy, timid 16-year-old 
they called “The Shoe!” I ’d hardly set my foot down on the 
“grounds” before I was swept into the spirit of the Northern 
Cal Camp Meeting . . .  onto the platform to sing in the largest

youth choir I ’d ever seen . . .  and . . .  “who’s that guy down 
there waving his arm and playing the trombone . . .  at the 
same time?” “That’s PAUL SKILES!”

Paul Skiles could play the trombone, hit a softball, direct a 
youth choir, write an arrangement (full of augmented chords 
and parallel fifths), say more with fewer words, and touch a 
kid’s heart better than anyone I had ever known. And before 
the weekend was over, something else happened. I met Jesus! 
Somehow I knew my life would never be the same. The next 
summer, the ink wasn’t dry on my final exams before I was 
on my way back to Beulah Park.

Before the church knew what to call it, Paul Skiles was do
ing it. Modeling. Mentoring. Discipling. Empowering. Since 
that eventful summer in ’57, Paul Skiles has been close to me 
even from a distance. Much of what I know today about in- 
camational ministry, planned spontaneity, life application, 
youth in mission, saying old truths in fresh ways, and being 
fully “HIS” comes from sitting at the feet of Paul.

He has been my friend, boss, guide, counselor, and encour- 
ager. I know that it only takes one to make a difference, for it 
happened to me. I will be eternally grateful for that day 
when, as a 16-year-old Nazarene kid (third generation, no 
less), I piled into a car in Pasadena and drove headlong into 
Paul Skiles. For, as several generations of Nazarene young 
people discovered, to run into Paul Skiles was to run into the 
arms of Jesus. And, by the way, Skiles is still the best trom
bone player I ’ve ever heard!

Norm Shoemaker is senior pastor o f  San Diego First Church.



m mm m m a n  aA Man Named Paul
by Russell D. Bredholt, Jr.

I have been thinking about how to write this tribute so that 
it doesn't sound like hyperbole, and that is a problem 
when the subject is Paul Skiles.

Paul's "larger than life” reputation began shortly after he 
was chosen to lead the youth of the Church of the Nazarene 
in the 1960s and into the ’70s, but his impact on our church 
goes beyond the work he did with youth. There is some 
award-winning and enduring communication around “Our 
Church Can Be Your Home,” because of Paul. His work with 
the International Laymen’s Conference, as well as the time 
spent with the military personnel of our denomination will be 
remembered for years to come.

Those who have had the privilege of knowing Paul person
ally or who have been in one of his “gatherings” have found 
it a wonderful experience just to be in his presence.

As a person of strong character and integrity, with more 
creativity than might be found in a roomful of persons, Paul’s 
life has always been a model of Christian stewardship.

The role of a layman in a denomination that is somewhat 
tilted toward the clergy can be a difficult one to play. Paul,

however, has played the part to near perfection. We call this 
kind of person a “churchman.” That's what Paul is and will 
continue to be into retirement. He’ll also have more time to 
practice the trombone— as if he needs it.

If ever there was a person who exemplified the holy life, 
it's Paul Skiles. We know that it is not what life does to us 
that shows what we are made of. but rather, how we respond 
to life’s circumstances. Through good days and other times, 
Paul’s life has reflected a Christlike spirit, serving to 
strengthen my faith and that of others around him.

I am a privileged person to have enjoyed both Paul’s 
friendship and the opportunity to work with him. Years ago, I 
offered to help, and Paul gave me a meaningful place of ser
vice. He has my deepest gratitude.

The Church of the Nazarene is a better denomination be
cause Paul said, “Yes!” when it called nearly 35 years ago. 
They may fill Paul's position, but they cannot replace him.

We wish Paul all the best. He deserves nothing less.

Russell D. Bredholt, Jr., is a lay member o f the Church o f  the 
Nazarene. He resides in Winter Springs, Florida.

Communications
Paul’s accomplishments didn't end 

when he left the youth area in 1973 to be-

I  WOULD GO TO THE 
CAMPS WITH MY BIBLE 
AND MY GLOVE, AND, 
SOMEHOW, THE KIDS 

COULD TELL THAT I WAS 
INTERESTED IN THEM.”

loyal follower. In 1966.1 had the privi
lege of traveling with him in South Amer
ica and the Caribbean as part of Nazarene 
Evangelistic Ambassadors.

"Paul Skiles has been one of my he
roes for well over 30 years— and as he re
tires. he will continue to be.”

Trevecca Nazarene College President 
Millard Reed has known Paul Skiles for 
many years, having been involved in 
Bible quizzing, as a member of the NYPS 
Council, and as a member of the General 
Board and Nazarene Publishing House 
Board. “In all of these situations, I have 
found Paul to be a man of devotement to 
his Lord, his church, and his people— al
ways with a bright mind and an extraordi
nary gift of articulation,” says Reed. 
“Again and again, he would provide para
graphs that would cause me to say, ‘I 
wish I had said that.' Few have 
served the church with greater 
consistency and skill. My life has 
been enriched by his example.”

Sunday School Ministries Di
vision Director Talmadge John
son served as president of NYPS 
while Paul was executive secre
tary. “I first saw and heard Paul 
at the 1956 General NYPS Con
vention. Through the years, he 
has been a proactive voice for 
Christ—encouraging, empower
ing, and acknowledging others— 
whether as a leader of a massive 
choir or as a quiet listener to an
other's concerns.”

D l ( 1 MBI R 1994

come director of Media/Communications. 
He took what was then principally a pro
duction company for slide and audiotape 
materials and shaped it into a division ca
pable of handling film, video, still pho
tography, and more. Media International 
(Paul says, “Thanks largely to Dave An
derson” ) has developed into the principal 
group that plans much of the communica
tion logistics for major meetings of the 
church— from General Assembly to 
Youth Congress.

One of Paul's accomplishments while 
in Media Services was being involved in 
the “Welcome to the Church of the 
Nazarene” campaign for radio and televi
sion. "I like to think that it helped show 
our people how to effectively promote 
their church via the media.”

When Paul started "doing his 
thing” in the late '50s and '60s, 
there were not many youth minis
ters in the denomination. Paul 
was an adult (and a “cool” one, at 
that) who was willing not only to 
talk to young people but also to 
grab a ball and play with them.
He engaged them in serious con

Jim  Kerslen Skiles is proud that World 
Mission Radio— a cooperative 
venture between NWMS and 
Media International— has grown 
from production of programs in 4 
languages to almost 40. Again. 
Paul says, “Thanks largely to Ray 
Hendrix.”



versations about their lives and chal
lenged them to be active in service for 
God—not in some distant future— but to
day.

Honest Confrontation

We live in a different social milieu to
day than the one in which Paul Skiles be
gan ministry. But Paul has an underlying 
philosophy that— valid then— remains 
valid today. “I still think there is value in 
honest confrontation with biblical truth,” 
he says. "There are a lot of open and seri
ous kids out there who are searching for 
the truth. To those who would minister to 
them, I can think of only one thing to say: 
‘Be believable.’"

These are thoughts from a man who is 
known for his gifted ability with words, 
but whose life has spoken more loudly 
than his language about things like hon
esty, integrity, compassion, and a willing
ness to reconcile others to God and to one 
another.

Paul has served with 19 of the 30 mem
bers of the Board of General Superinten
dents and on almost every committee at 
Nazarene Headquarters during his 34 years 
in Kansas City. He is known for his conge
niality and his willingness to work for con
sensus. Always the gentleman, Paul is a

low-key person who works hard to find 
points of agreement.

“I like to think that I have made a con
tribution at Headquarters by my tendency 
to respect the opinions and viewpoints of 
others,” says Paul. "At the same time, I 
have tried to seek to nurture the develop
ment of colleagues to whom I have a re
sponsibility.”

“Mr. Nazarene”
“Paul has been a model in so many 

ways," says Jerald D. Johnson, longtime 
friend and general superintendent. “That 
he has been an exemplary churchman, no 
one will dispute. He is, without question, 
‘Mr. Nazarene.’ Furthermore, his life has 
reflected all the church believes and 
teaches. For these and other reasons, I 
have not just treasured the friendship but 
have endeavored to emulate his life.”

Golden Glove
Look around Paul's office and you 

won’t see a lot of clutter. You will see a 
photo of Maxine and his five grandchil
dren, Alissa, Anne, Kristen, Kyle, and 
Zachary. There are mementos of trips to 
other lands, such as Europe and the Far 
East, where he directed retreats for mili
tary personnel.

There is a copper engraving of an ele

phant on the wall. Is he remembering a 
trip to Africa or is he disclosing his politi
cal leanings? (Paul has been known to oc
casionally listen to Rush Limbaugh.) And 
then, there on the credenza, bigger than 
life, is a battered softball glove— bronzed 
to keep it from falling apart.

It is a metaphor for Paul’s life, a re
minder that he has played hard and has 
contributed all he could to assure that 
God’s team is victorious.

“In looking back, it is interesting that I 
didn’t plan my career,” says Paul. “I just 
tried to do what was there to do, and that 
led to other things."

"Whatever your hand finds to do, do it 
with all your might," says Ecclesiastes 
9:10 (NIV). In doing this throughout his 
life, Paul Skiles has been an example to 
thousands.

With the energy and talent he possess
es, Paul would have succeeded in whatev
er vocation he chose. The Church of the 
Nazarene should be grateful that he was 
willing to follow God’s unique call and 
chose to be a pitcher for our team.

Paul and Maxine will continue to re
side in the Kansas City area in retirement. 
Their address is: 5700 W. 87th Ten:. 
Overland Park, KS 66207.

CRYSTAL SfA

Devotional Moments 
in Word 
andSong
P ray in g  in His Presence
“From the Psalm s”
Each se lection  is in terw oven w ith instru m ental m usic a n d  p rayers sp oken  from 
the  Psalm s. T ogether they  form a rich fabric of sty les a n d  so u n d s w ith bo th  devo
tional im p act a n d  con tem p ora ry  listen ing app ea l. W h e th e r h e a rd  in one sitting or in 
daily  segm ents, the  recording is designed  to  insp ire, edify, a n d  encourage.

R eaders will enjoy the  m ed ita tions a n d  p rayers fo und  in the  dev o tion al bo ok  su b 
titled  “Enjoying C on stan t C om m unica tion  w ith G o d .” It su p p lem en ts  a n d  e n h an ce s  
the  recording, encouraging  a life of sim ple, n a tu ra l p rayer in G od’s perso nal p resence.

O rder from  Your N azarene P ub lish ing House

1-800-877-0700

32 H f.r a l d  o f  H o l in e s s



When Y ou Pray

Living with the 
Lord’s Prayer—Part 3

E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical theol
ogy and spiritual formation at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary.

I c a n ' t  g e t  t h e m  o u t  o f  m y  m i n d  
. . . their large saucer  eyes see, but 
seem  vacant. Little faces are twisted 
against the pain o f  hunger  and starva
tion. T hey  are the starving children of  
the world, dying by the thousands 
every day for lack o f  bread. W hen I 
pray "G ive  us this day, our daily 
bread."  I think o f  them.

As we have been journey ing  to
gether in the Lord 's  Prayer, 1 have 
com e to a renew ed appreciation for 
the profound depth o f  this simple 
prayer. I learned it by heart from my 
m other  w hen  1 was about 8 years old, 
and here I am, 50 years later, still 
learning what this prayer means.

This phrase concerning bread is the 
pivotal petition in the prayer; it is the 
heart and center. It is so simple and 
s traightforward— or so it seems. A c 
tually, this request raises some in
triguing questions about the serious
ness o f  our com m itm ent.  Its spotlight 
pierces the h idden darkness o f  our 
unexam ined  motives and values. It 
cuts with surgical precision to heal 
our foolish, culture-driven, anxiety
laden goals and aspirations.

It’s not just a prayer for bread. 
Bread first o f  all includes the idea of

bread m ade from grain, but also 
bread as nourishm ent in general. The 
N ew  Testament is replete with occa
sions o f  both meanings, bread being 
broken, blessed, and served, and 
bread as nourishment, sustenance. To 
pray for G od 's  nam e to be hallowed, 
the K ingdom  to com e, and His will to 
be done, and then pray for daily bread 
h ighligh ts  G o d 's  concern for our  m a 
terial and everyday needs. As Jan M. 
L ochm an  points out, "The prayer in 
no way takes us out o f  very concrete 
everyday life" (The L o rd ’s Prayer, 
E erdm an 's ,  1990, 85).

O ver  the centuries, other interpre
tations o f  bread have included identi
fying the bread with the Lord 's  S up
per, seeing it as a reference to Jesus 
h im self  ("I am the bread o f  life” in 
John 6), and as pointing to the spiritu
al food o f  the Word o f  God, to true 
teaching and doctrine. While the peti
tion includes material bread, it cer
tainly is also pointing to 
som ething beyond, to 
God as the source of  our 
life. Brother John o f  Taize 
observes, “The biblical 
vision . . . takes seriously 
the things o f  this world, 
while at the same time 
looking behind them to 
the presence o f  G od 
which gives them ex is
tence and meaning. It e m 
phasizes com m union  with 
God, trust in God, as the fundamental 
reality which sustains us on our jo u r 
ney" (P raying the O ur Father, Pas
toral Press, 1992, 42). W hen I pray 
and live this petition, I sit dow n to a 
bountiful d inner  with a different per
spective. With a spirit o f  thanksgiving 
I am only too aware that all 1 have 
com es from God.

W hat does it mean to pray "give us 
this day, our da ily  bread"’? Though 
this phrase has caused students o f  the

Bible some real headaches, most 
seem to agree that it means “ the 
bread I need for the day." The Old 
Testament Exodus story and the m an
na from heaven is in view here. The 
m anna was "real bread" from heaven. 
It was sufficient for each day, “daily 
bread" so to speak, but was worthless 
if hoarded. This petition calls me to 
live fully in each m om ent and to find 
G od in each new day.

Further, the Lord did not teach the 
d isciples to pray "give m e  this day m y  
daily bread" but “us" and "our."
There is a world concern here. And 
so the ch ild ren’s faces appear again 
and again when I pray.

As you pray and live the Lord 's  
Prayer, here are some questions for 
your prayer journal. Find a quiet time 
and place to be fully in the presence 
of  G od as you meditate on the ques
tions and listen for His answers.

(1) W hat bread are You offering

m e for my own faith journey today?
(2) W hat nourishment do I need from 
You now? (3) To what extent do I 
need to live in the mom ent and not so 
m any years ahead? (4) To what d e 
gree has the consum er mentality o f  
m y culture clouded my ability to be 
satisfied with “daily bread"? What do 
You want me to do about it? (5) Am I 
a world Christian? What do You want 
me to do about the "lack of  bread" in 
my world?

Here I am, 50 years later, 
still learning what this 
prayer means.

E. DEE FREEBORN
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WORDS &  M USICH i  ■

Reviews o f  recently released books and music

M aking M em o
ries T hat Count
by D ebra F ulghum  
B r u c e  ( G o s p e l  
P u b lis h in g  C o m 
p a n y ,  1 9 9 4 , 176  
p a g e s ,  H H 0 8 8 -  
243-3458, $7.99)

D ebra  F u lghum  
Bruce has compiled 
th is  c o l le c t io n  o f  
inspirational, practical anecdotes from 
her life as a Christian wife and mother 
that will be both a guide and an encour
agement to parents who want to instill 
in their children solid Christian values.

The desire  of  a Christ ian  p a re n t 's  
heart is to help his or her child become 
a peacemaker, accept differences, and 
handle disappointment. Bruce touches 
on a wide variety of life's experiences 
that we can use to teach our children. A 
few of the other subjects explored in
clude talking with children about death, 
speaking with sensitivity , respecting 
others, dealing with the "blues," family 
devotions, and helping children learn to 
pray— each presented with helpful sug
gestions and Scripture references we 
can claim for strength and support.

This book is not a "You should" or 
"You shouldn 't” manual. Rather, it is 
an e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to  p a r e n ts  (and  
grandparents too) that, if our spiritual 
eyes and ears are open, we will find nu
m erous opportun it ies  to nurture ,  in 
struct, and encourage our children in 
the Christian walk as we go about our 
daily lives.

—Judith Perry

N ew  F a t h e r ’s 
Survival G uide: 
D e v o t io n s  fo r  
the First Year of 
Parenthood  
b y  D e a n  N e ls o n  
( A u g s b u r g  F o r 
tr e s s ,  1 9 9 4 , 1 2 8  
p a g e s ,  H 11080- 
662-5910, $9.99)

If you 're  a new dad, or soon to be 
one. Dean Nelson offers you an anec
dote for the stress and strain of  your 
new identity.

As a p ro fe s s io n a l  w ri te r .  N elson  
found  the d isc ip line  to keep a daily  
journal from the time he learned of his 
w ife 's  first pregnancy until his son 's  
first birthday. From his labor, he culled 
a witty collection of  anecdotes, em o 
tions, impasses, and stress points com 
mon among first-time papas.

Nelson writes with a "familiar luna
cy ,” m ade popular in his 1970s NYI 
“Half Nelson" column. He now teaches 
jo u rn a l ism  at Po in t Lom a N azarene  
College but still communicates with a 
d o w n - t o - e a r th  m a n n e r .  A n d  even  
though he has written for the likes of 
the B oston  G lobe  and the N ew  York 
Times. Nelson delivers a timely, Chris
tian message to a spiritually needy au
dience of new dads.

In 30 short, fas t-m oving  chapters .  
Nelson illustrates his theme that “all 
potential fathers do have one point to 
share: becoming a father is a faith is
sue." Although the book has a slow be
ginning, the Nelson humor eventually 
wears down defenses until the reader is 
both laughing and crying at the co m 
mon experiences of early parenting.

D o n ’t expect any "how -to" tips, as 
the title suggests. This is a spiritual for
mation guide to help the new father 
keep his inner life in order. Every chap
ter begins  with a scrip ture  and ends 
with a prayer. And in between. Nelson 
dishes up heaping helpings of  everyday 
life, laced with h u m o r  and f lavo red  
with Christ.

—Bryan Merrill

A n d  S o m e  A re  
W alked H om e

ing and m inistry  firsthand. These re
flections focus on a series of parables 
and events that speak directly to the is
sue of grace.

Linda Quanstrom believes we fail to 
sense the wonder of grace because we 
try to explain  J e su s’ stories— but that 
the bes t  w ay to u n d e rs ta n d  them  is 
through other stories. In the introduc
tion. Quanstrom states that she offers 
this book not as an attempt to rerecite 
f a m i l i a r  s to r i e s ,  bu t  as an av e n u e  
through which to enter into the power 
and heat and s tunning  love that em 
braced shepherds and scribes, sinners 
and clergy, old men and young girls, 
and  m o v e d  th e m  to m o u th - g a p in g  
amazement.

You will enjoy this author’s fresh ap
proach and will experience anew the 
wonder and joy of Jesus '  ministry on 
earth.

—Judith Perry

E d ito r 's  N o te :  S in c e  th e  fo llo w in g  
m usica l is fo r  children, we a sked  11- 
yea r-o ld  Jo e y  G raham  to review  it.

A C h u r c h m o u s e  
C hristm as
P r o d u c e d  b y  D o n  
W y r tz e n ,  L i l l e n a s ,
(H H M C -88, $4 .95)

A C h u r c h m o u s e  
C hristm as  is a m us i
cal that tells the story 
about several church- 
m ic e  w h o  le a rn  a 
number o f  lessons— about G od 's  love 
and other things, like not stealing, how 
Christ was born, and how G o d 's  love 
helps you each day.

The story takes place when a little 
m o u s e  g e ts  a new  " C h r i s to p h e r  
Churchm ouse” book and reads it with 
her grandma. The story tells her about 
how Jesus was born. The little mouse 
loved hearing about Jesus and of what 
He d id  for  us w hen  He d ied  on the 
Cross. After hearing the story, she in
vites Jesus into her heart.

All of the songs on the tape are good, 
but my favorite is "The Gimme Song." 
It is a funny song about mice who get 
greedy at a party. They all come home 
sick ,  excep t for  the ones w ho don't 
stuff themselves with food. I give this

aKHKf 
K t a n o i f e  

I t e C o a t

Debra Fulghum Bruce

b y  L in d a  Q u a n 
strom  (Beacon H ill 
P r e s s  o f  K a n s a s  
C ity ,  1 9 9 4 , 6 8  
p a g e s ,  H H 0 8 3 -  
411-478X, $4.95)

A n d  S o m e  A re  
W alked  H om e  is a 
collection of  Bible 
stories o f  G od 's  grace told in the au
thor's  own words. These familiar, com 
pelling stories are written to help us 
embrace and experience the power of 
G od 's  grace as did those Bible charac
ters who were touched by Jesus' teach
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song a 10.
I probably would give this entire m u

sical a 10. You will enjoy it especially 
at Christmas, but it would be good to 
listen to any time of  the year, because it 
teaches you a lot about G od’s love.

—-Joey Graham

B lue R id ge C o u n 
try C hristm as
P r o d u c e d  b y  J a c k  
J e z z r o ,  C r y s ta l  S e a ,
( H  H T A  - 4 0 2  4 C  ,
$ 1 0 .8 8 ,  c a s s e t t e ;
H H D C -4 0 2 4 , $14 .88 ,
C D )

A c c o r d i n g  to  l e g 
end. on the night that 
Joseph M ohr p lanned  to perform  his 
own special Christmas work in his vil
lage, the church organ was broken, so 
he resorted to a guitar for accom pani
ment— an action for which he was rep
r im a n d e d .  But his  c la s s ic a l  “ S i len t  
N igh t,"  can still stir sentim ent when 
p r e s e n te d  on  a g u i t a r .  B lu e  R id g e  
C ountry C hristm as  presents this song, 
along with a variety of other religious 
and a few secular carols that will be a 
hit with persons who enjoy country m u
sic.

Recorded in Nashville, the album of

fers a nice change from the nondescript 
symphonic versions of  the music that 
we hear every holiday season. The m u
sic ians are ta len ted  and m ost o f  the 
arrangements are refreshing and enjoy
able.

The album utilizes most o f  the in
struments of contemporary country m u
sic— acoustic and electric guitars, steel 
guitar, bass, piano, drums, and fiddle—  
but it also features nice harmonica seg
ments on a number of  arrangements.

B lu e  R id g e  C o u n try  C h r is tm a s  
would make a nice Christmas present 
fo r  that h a rd - to -sh o p -fo r  re la t ive  or 
boss who enjoys country music. While 
you ’re at it. pick up one for yourself. It 
will get you in a toe-tapping mood for 
Christmas.

— Bert Bailey

L ove's U nseen  E nem y: H ow  to  
O v e r c o m e  G u i l t  to B u i l d  
H ealthy R elationships
b y  Dr. L es  P a rro tt I II  (Z o n d e rv a n ,  
1994, 221 pa g es , H H 0 3 1 -040-150X , 
$15.99)

This is a treasure— a self-help book 
that is s tra igh tfo rw ard ,  well written, 
and truly helpful. In this book. Dr. Les 
Parrott 111 unmasks guilt as the enemy 
of “authentic, loving relationships’’ and

gives the reader “the weapons . . .  to 
fight guilt, as well as the tools . . .  to 
build healthy relationships.”

First, Dr. Parrott examines the differ
ences between false guilt and true guilt. 
He then discusses how we develop a 
conscience, how a healthy conscience 
can benefit from “guilt pains” without 
being destroyed by legalism, how feel
ings of guilt contribute to a crippling 
sense of shame, and how true guilt can 
lead us to “godly sorrow” and genuine 
repentance. After demonstrating the in
tim ate  connection  between  love and 
guilt, Dr. Parrott identifies the four “re
lational styles” and includes “self-tests” 
to  h e lp  r e a d e r s  id e n t i f y  th e i r  ow n  
styles. He concludes with both spiritual 
and practical applications.

Dr. Parrott is associate professor of 
clinical psychology and director of the 
Center for Relationship Development at 
S ea t t le  P acif ic  U n ivers i ty .  W ith  an 
M.A. in theology and a Ph.D. in clini
cal psychology from Fuller Theological 
Seminary, he brings a unique perspec
tive to his subject. His numerous anec
dotes and case histories give the book 
an air of authority and also make it a 
pleasure to read.

— Rhonda Wheeler Stock

JT

eople appreciate the relaxed, honest 
sound of instrumental countiy music. Now, 
in  that tradition, Crystal Sea Recordings 
presents the Blue Ridge Country Series. 
This series features arrangements of well
loved songs and highlights country 
instruments including steel guitar, 
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THE TWO MRS. CHAPMANS
by Stan Ingersol, D enom inational A rch ivist

B y Louise Chapman's  death in 1993, many regarded 
her as the Mrs. J. B. Chapman. And yet the wife of 
Chapman’s youth, the mother of his seven children, 
and his companion for 37 years was Maud Frederick. 
The two wom en who graced his life in m arriage 
were pioneers: Maud as an early revival and home 
missions worker, Louise as a missionary and church 

leader. They shared characteristics but lived very different 
lives.

M aud Frederick Chapm an
Maud Frederick was born on her grandfather’s farm near 

Longview, Texas, on D ecem ber 3, 1880. Her m other died 
when Maud was six. Her father moved his family of  small 
children to Palestine, Texas, where she attended public school. 
At 15, she was sent to a school in Waco. She entered the state 
teacher 's  college at Huntsville at 17, finished a one-year  
course, then became a schoolteacher.

She was influenced by Methodist revivalists in spite of a 
Baptist heritage. Her conversion, at 16, was in a meeting led 
by the famed Methodist preacher Sam Jones. Maud was bap
tized and joined a Baptist church. She became a Methodist in 
1899, however, after being sanctified under Will H uff’s m in
istry. Her new pastor, John Paul, was a popular  Holiness 
leader.

She met J. B. Chapman in early 1902. A young preacher, 
he was holding a revival in Troup, where she was visiting. Her 
diary does not mention their first meeting, but that spring she 
jo ined  the Chapman-Tetrick evangelistic party for several 
weeks. The diary soon mentioned "Brother Jimmie.” That fall 
and winter,  she taught school at Iron B lu ff  and W h i te ’s 
Chapel, quitting a month before C. B. Jernigan performed 
their wedding service on February 18, 1903. Her new husband 
preached later that very night. The next day, they took a train 
to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) and started a revival.

Their early marriage was spent in Oklahoma, briefly in 
Phillips, then at Durant, where they planted a church. Poverty 
was the lot of early Nazarene home missionaries, but Maud's 
photograph shows a spirited woman.

Lois was born in Durant. Other babies followed: James 
(who died  at five m onths),  then G race, Harold, Brilhart,  
Gertrude, and Paul.

The years brought other changes. In 1904, their group, the 
Independent Holiness Church, became part o f  the Holiness

Church of  Christ, which united in turn with the Nazarenes in 
1908. J. B. C hapm an’s star gradually rose: president o f  the 
H C C ’s General Council, then Nazarene district superinten
dent, president o f  colleges in Arkansas and Texas, pastor of 
Bethany First Church, editor of the H erald o f  Holiness, and. 
in 1928, general superintendent. They relocated their home of
ten. There was also grief: Brilhart died young, at 25.

Because of Maud Chapm an’s maternal duties, she and her 
husband were apart frequently as he spoke to churches and 
camps, and later presided over assemblies. She went with him 
when possible, but they were separated for 10 months in 1931

The rugged but hopeful face  of home missions: J. B. and Maud 
Frederick Chapman, w ith baby Lois, in Durant, Indian Territory, in 
1904.

Lois m arried Fred Lehrer. They w ere parents of Fred, J r ., a 
Baptist m inister; and Jim Lehrer, newsman (The M acNeil/Lehrer 
Newshour) and w rite r, who recorded personal m em ories of 
“ Grandfather Chapman” in A Bus o f My Own.

when he visited districts around the world. “Never again” he 
vowed upon his return. After that, she always travelled with 
him overseas— to Japan. Asia, the Mideast, Europe, and the 
West Indies between 1933 and 1940.

While J. B. Chapman enjoyed the quality of his wife’s testi
monies, her ministry grew wider than the local church. She 
spoke to groups about Nazarene missions after visiting the 
fields. She also influenced his ministry o f  words: he never 
published his own writing until she first read and approved it, 
and she gauged his sermon when he preached and signaled if 
it should end. He ended prematurely once when she acciden
tally coughed.
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Maud Chapman grew ill in California in 1940. After she 
improved they went to their next appointments in Oklahoma, 
but she developed pneumonia and died in Oklahoma City on 
February 14. She was buried in Bethany.

J. B. Chapman wrote a few days later: “My wife always 
wanted a home. |Each time] we thought we were settled . . . 
God. in His providence, stirred up our nest . . . [This] was al
ways a sacrifice to her, and in delirium during her last sick
ness, she would still murmur, ‘I want a home.' Thank God, 
she has found it now, even though it was her lot to be a pil
grim and a stranger upon this earth.” His book. M y Wife, was 
a vehicle for his grief and a tribute to her life and their mar
riage.

L ouise R obinson Chapm an
Two years later. J. B. Chapman married Louise Robinson. 

Chapm an’s wives shared a common piety and deep love for 
the church, but their lives differed significantly. Maud, mar
ried 37 years, died relatively young. Louise lived to 100 but 
was single for all but 5 years. She was an independent woman 
most of her life, and the church in a real sense was her family.

M y w ife always wanted a home. . . .  
THANK GOD, SHE HAS FOUND IT NOW.”

Louise Robinson was born October 9, 1892, in a log cabin 
near La Center, Washington. Her family was unchurched, but 
she was converted in her senior year of high school in a coun
try Baptist church. She taught school for four years. She unit
ed with the Nazarenes and perceived a clear call to preach in 
1915.

She entered Northwest Nazarene College the next year, 
where she was befriended and influenced by president H. Or
ton Wiley and dean Olive Winchester. She struggled to claim 
the grace of  entire sanctification but was unable until she ac
cepted G od 's  call to be a missionary in Africa. She graduated 
with honors in June 1920, was ordained to the ministry that 
summer by R. T. Williams, and left for Africa in October. Au
drey Williamson has noted that Louise Robinson's career can 
be understood only from the standpoint o f  one who took, with 
utmost seriousness, the ordination charge: "Take thou authori

ty-"
Louise was stationed at Sabie, Transvaal, for four years. In 

1924, she went to Endzingeni, Swaziland, to superintend the 
Girls ' Training School. There she eventually cared for hun
dreds of  young women. Some of her students became evange
lists and Bible teachers, others preachers ' spouses. She in
structed them in English and Zulu, led their Bible studies, and 
taught practical skills. When the buildings were no longer suf
ficient, she constructed new ones. By 1930 she was helping 
train preachers at the M en’s Training School. She pastored the 
local church at different periods and for many years super
vised about 15 outstations in the area. Evangelism was her fa-

J. B. and Louise 
Robinson Chapman, 
probably taken soon 
a fte r they wed in 
1942 . Louise was 
eight years younger 
than her husband 
and outlived him by 
46 years.

Nazarene Archives

vorite task. "Africa is all I see,” she wrote, "and her people 
are. to me, the most beautiful of all the tribes of earth."

Louise Robinson returned to the United States on furlough 
in 1940. World war delayed her return to Africa. She married 
J. B. Chapman on June 20, 1942, ending her missionary ca
reer. She was nearly 50.

She brought to her marriage a convivial personality and 
shared with Chapman the storyteller’s art, passion for evange
lism, and a com mon experience in the preaching life. She 
traveled with him constantly and spoke on missions at assem
blies where he presided. She was with him when he died at 
their home at Indian Lake in Michigan in July 1947. For her, 
the marriage was all too brief.

In 1948, she was elected president of the Nazarene Foreign 
Missionary Society. Every bit of Louise Chapman's  preaching 
skills and missionary experience were poured into that job in 
the next 16 years as she planned, organized, promoted, and 
spoke. NFMS membership tripled during her tenure, rising to 
over 225,000. She visited the fields, built the Alabaster pro
gram. and throughout her presidency served on the General 
Board.

Her advocacy of  missions continued in retirement. She 
continued visiting mission areas until her health no longer

H er  mind was filled  with cherished 
MEMORIES, HER YEARS WITH ]. B. 
CHAPMAN AMONG THE DEAREST.

permitted. At Casa Robles, the missionary retirement center 
where she settled, she was united with friends of many years 
standing. Her mind was filled with cherished memories, her 
years with J. B. Chapman among the dearest. She died at 100 
on April 12, 1993. Her published writings included Africa, O. 
Africa  (1945), partly autobiographical: The Problem o f  Africa  
(1952); and Footprints in Africa  (1959).
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THE LIGHTS OF HANUKKAI

L ight from thousands o f  can 
dles will be seen this month 
through the window s of 
both Jewish and Christian 
homes. For those celebrat
ing Hanukkah, the lights 
will stand as a reminder o f  

a time in Jewish history when the 
Temple in Jerusalem was restored for 
the worship o f  God. and the seven 
lamps o f  the m enorah once again 
shone brightly. For those celebrating 
Christmas, the lights will announce to 
the world the birth o f  one who d e 
clared, "1 am the light o f  the w orld .” 

The Jewish celebration is too often 
ignored by Christians— perhaps be
cause we know so little about it— yet, 
Jesus celebrated the festival and 
called our attention to it by His teach
ing. The lights o f  H anukkah can have 
deep significance for those o f  us who 
observe the birth o f  Christ.

Hanukkah is the one Jewish  holy 
day not rooted in biblical narrative. 
The story o f  its origin is found in the 
apocryphal book I Maccabees. In the 
century following the death of  
A lexander the Great, Judah was 
caught in conflicts between Syria and 
Egypt. During a period of  Syrian rule, 
Antiochus Epiphanes, in an effort to 
unite his kingdom, decreed that 
everyone m ust worship his Greek 
gods. W hen the Jews refused, the 
king ordered them to sacrifice hogs 
and unclean cattle on sacred altars, to 
leave their sons uncircumcised, and 
to defile themselves with unclean, 
profane practices.

A huge statue o f  Zeus was placed 
in the Temple at Jerusalem, and swine 
were sacrificed on the altar o f  God. 
Pagan troops entered the holy of 
holies; they erected altars to Greek 
gods in towns throughout Judah. 
Books o f  the Law were burned, and 
Jews found in possession o f  Holy 
Scripture were put to death.

W hen one o f  the k in g ’s officers e n 
tered the town o f  Modein, he tried to 
force the priest, Mattathias, to offer a 
sacrifice to Zeus. The aged Jew an
swered, "Even  if all the nations that 
live under the rule o f  the king obey 
him, and have chosen to do his com-

by Chip Ricks

m andm ents ,  departing each one from 
the religion o f  his fathers, yet I and 
my sons and my brothers will live by 
the covenant o f  our fathers” (1 M ac
cabees 2:19-22).

W hen a weaker Jew  obeyed the of
ficer, Mattathias killed them both. He 
then tied to the mountains from 
where he led a rebellion against Syria 
until his death. The struggle for liber
ation, however, was carried on by one 
o f  M atta th ias’ five sons, Judas Mac- 
cabaeus. A period of  guerrilla f ight
ing ended in the capture by the Jews 
o f  the last Syrian stronghold in 
Jerusalem. Judas M accabaeus 
marched victoriously into Jerusalem 
and with his men rebuilt the altar, the 
sanctuary, and the entire interior o f  
the Temple. They made new holy 
vessels, provided incense for the al
tar, and brought in a table for the 
shewbread. The beautiful menorah, 
the lampstand o f  pure gold with sev
en lamps m olded together without a 
seam, was returned to its proper 
place.

On the 25th day o f  Chislev, 165 
B . C . ,  three years from the day A n ti
ochus Epiphanes had desecrated the 
Temple, the m enorah was lighted and 
the eight-day purification ceremonies 
began. To their dismay, the priests 
discovered they had only one small 
flask o f  holy oil— enough to burn for 
one night. Legend says, however, that 
the oil burned continuously for eight 
days and nights. Like the descent o f  
fire from heaven upon the altar o f  
So lom on 's  Temple, so the miracle o f  
the lighted m enorah  was G o d ’s con 
firmation o f  the cleansing o f  the T em 
ple.

Judas and the congregation decreed 
that the festival com m em ora ting  the 
event would be observed every year 
on the 25th day of  the Jewish month  
of  Chislev.

W hether or not the legend of  the 
replenished oil is true, the m enorah  is 
an important part o f  H anukkah 
(known also as Festival o f  Lights or 
Feast o f  Dedication), and significant 
for us as Christians.

We are told about this lampstand of  
pure gold in Exodus 25:31-40, in
cluding the instructions G od gave

H. Armstrong Roberts

M oses for m aking  it. W hen com ple t
ed, the central shaft o f  the candlestick 
stood h igher  than the six branches. 
The artwork on each o f  the seven 
lamps consisted o f  the three stages of 
the a lm ond— the bud, the flower, and 
the ripened fruit. The central shaft 
had four com plete  sets o f  these three 
stages, while the six branches had 
three sets each.

Because the m enorah  was not to be 
duplicated for use outside the T em 
ple, those celebrating the Festival of 
Lights in the first century a . d . burned 
various num bers  o f  lights in their 
w indow s or before the doors o f  their 
houses. Som e chose to light one lamp
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5HINE ON CHRISTMAS
for each m em ber  o f  the family; others 
chose to light one lamp for each day 
o f  the festival— either in ascending or 
descending order. Not until the fourth 
century did the special Hanukkah 
menorah  as we know  it today, with its 
eight branches representing the eight 
days o f  purification and a central 
shaft to hold the servant candle, com e 
into being.

On the night w hen Jesus was bom , 
surely no light shone brighter than the 
star o f  Bethlehem to celebrate the 
dedication o f  a temple not m ade of  
stone. Later, John the Baptist came 
announcing H im  whose birthday we 
celebrate during the Festival o f  
Lights. John declared that Jesus 
Christ was the “true light that en ligh t
ens every m a n ” (John 1:9, RSV). Je 
sus h im self  said, “ 1 am the light o f  
the world; he w ho follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light o f  life” (8:12, RSV).

Many w ho were blind received 
their sight at the touch of  Je su s’ hand. 
O ne m an in particular was chosen of

The Hanukkah m enorah, called  a hanukkiah, has e ight candles  
plus a larger or ta lle r central candle, called the shamash. The 
shamash is used to light one more candle each night throughout 
the eight-day celebration .

God to illustrate Jesus '  pow er to 
bring light to darkness. This hap
pened in Jerusalem just prior to the 
Festival o f  Lights. Jesus said, “ We 
m ust work the works o f  him w ho sent 
me, while it is day; night comes, 
when no one can work. As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light o f  the 
w orld” (John 9:4-5, RSV). Then Je
sus anointed the eyes o f  the blind 
man with clay, and he received his 
sight (vv. 3-7).

Bringing light to the m a n ’s under
standing, however, was even more 
important to Jesus. Note the conver
sation that took place following the 
healing. Jesus asked, “ Do you believe 
in the Son o f  man?"

Puzzled, the man asked, "A nd who 
is he, sir, that I may believe in h im ?”

“You have seen him, and it is he 
who speaks to you ,” Jesus answered.

“Lord, I believe" (John 9:35-38, 
RSV), the m an replied, and he w or
shiped Him.

The lights o f  Hanukkah, then, have 
m eaning to us as Christians. When 
we see the eight-branched Hanukkah 
lampstand, we can be thankful for the 
example o f  courageous people who 
refused to bow to foreign gods and 
rejoiced when once again light came 
to a cleansed temple.

W hen we see the m enorah, we can 
rem em ber  that G o d ’s perfect light has 
been shining down through the ages 
and that it foreshadowed the birth of  
our  Savior who cam e to bring men 
"out o f  darkness into his marvelous 
light” (1 Peter 2:9. RSV). This should 
bring added joy  to our Christmas ce l
ebration. The eight-day Hanukkah 
celebration begins this year on D e
cem ber  19.

Christmas and Hanukkah share a 
similar heritage. W hen we join our 
Jewish neighbors in putting candles 
in our w indow s this year, we an 
nounce our faith to the world. We al
so do it with the prayer that our Jew 
ish friends will recognize the Savior 
o f  Christmas and join  us in rejoicing 
that in Him "the darkness is passing 
aw ay and the true light is already 
shining” (1 John 2:8, RSV). ^
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f f I  believe The Story of 
God will take its place as 
the premier expression of 
Wesleyan theology for 
decades to come. What a 
masterpiece! Every pastor 
and reflective layman 
ought to read it. ^

—Dr. C. S. Cowles, Professor of 
Preaching and Biblical Literature 

at Northwest Nazarene College

Wesleyan Theology &  
Biblical Narrative
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a n d  w e a v e s  toge ther  th e  c o n 
ce rn s  a n d  issues  of theology, 
the  Bible, a n d  ev e ry d ay  exper i
ence ,  to  p re se n t  a  fresh telling 
of the  g ra n d  s tory  of G o d — in a  
form th a t  is access ib le  to  s tu 
d en t ,  minister, scholar,  a n d  
layperson  alike.
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P R O F I L E

NAME:
Ruth O. Saxon

EDUCATION:
1952, Peabody College of Vanderbilt, B.S. 
1967, N azarene Theological Seminary, M.Div. 
1980, N azarene Theological Seminary, D.Min.

CURRENT MINISTRY ASSIGNMENT:
Missionary, Caribbean Nazarene 
Theological College, Trinidad and 
Tobago, West Indies

PREVIOUS MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS:
Stationed in Trinidad for the last 40 
years. Pastored several churches in ad
dition to full-time service at Caribbean 
Nazarene Theological College.

ON MINISTRY:
Before my missionary career began, I pursued the 
ministerial course of study by the home study 
plan. I learned a lot, and being a minister's daugh
ter, life had taught me much about ministry. But it 
did not take long teaching in a Nazarene Bible 
College to realize that I needed more. God led me 
to spend my first two furloughs at NTS complet
ing the M.Div. Later furlough times were used in 
pursuit of the D.Min.

If I had life to live over, I would do it again! 
Studying at NTS made me a better minster, a bet
ter Christian, and a bigger person. It helped me 
not stagnate in 40 years of service in one place. I 
am deeply grateful to God and to NTS for letting it 
be a part of His plan for my life.

To invest in the lives of those called into 
ministry in the Church of the Nazarene, 
please contact: Development Office, 1700
E. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64131 
(816-333-6254; FAX: 816-333-6271).

NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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9■ THE QUESTION  
BOX

C O N D U C T E D  BY W E S L E Y  D. T R A C Y ,  E d i t o r

Q lt 's  a know n fact that m any o f  the teachers 
* in ou r N azaren e sch o o ls  d o n 't b elieve in 

the B ible creation theory. W hen are w e going to 
invite those teachers to go elsew here?

A I spent 13 years teach ing  in N azarene schools.  I 
• k n o w  m a n y  o f  o u r  p ro fe s so r s .  A nd  not one  o f  
them , to m y  know ledge , has eve r  d isavow ed  Genesis.  

N o t one  o f  th e m  has  in d ic a te d  to  m e  tha t  he  o r  she 
thought that G od  was not the Creator  o f  the earth. To the 
contrary, they all with one voice say that G od created 
the earth.

T hey  do  express different views about just h ow  God 
did it. Som e o f  them  d isagree  about how  literally the 
two creation stories in Genesis  1 and 2 are intended to 
be taken.

From  your letter it is plain that you believe that G en e 
sis teaches that G od  created the world in six solar (24- 
hour) days. If  I understand you correctly, you claim that 
all true Christians believe this, and that to take any other 
view is to deny the Bible and thus, God.

If you believe that Genesis  teaches the solar day theo
ry. th a t’s fine with me. But I would  caution you about 
unchr is t ian iz ing  those  w ho  believe o therw ise .  W hat a 
sham e if  the so lar  day  idea becam e a "sh ib b o le th "  to 
separate the true from the phony followers o f  Christ. I 
recall hearing N azarene  h istorian Paul M. Bassett say 
that in the Early C hurch one was not a heretic just be 
cause  he had a different idea. A  person with a different 
idea becam e a heretic when he was willing to divide the 
com m unity  o f  faith, the church, over his different idea. I 
have bum ped into som e Nazarenes w ho appeared to be 
willing to split the church over a very literal interpreta
tion o f  Genesis.  1 hope you are not such a person.

From your letter it is plain that you assum e that the 
truly devout have always understood Genesis 1 to teach 
that creation was achieved in six solar days. That, h o w 
ever, is s im ply not the case. The solar day theory is rela
tively new.

The ancient Jews, w ho gave us G enesis ,  considered  
the  day  d iv is io n s  to  be m e ta p h o r ic a l ,  and ,  as W iley  
points out, “periods o f  indefinite duration” (1:454). The 
C hurch  Fathers taught the same thing. Origen, St. Basil, 
G r e g o r y  o f  N a z ia n z e n ,  I r e n a u s ,  an d  A u g u s t in e  are 
am ong  those who taught that Genesis  1 did not speak of  
literal solar days. A  few Catholic writers and som e zeal
ous Protestants in the 17th and 18th centuries cam e up 
with  the so lar  day  idea. Even then, it was a m inority  
view.

Som e 50 years ago when the sainted H. Orton Wiley

wrote a theology for our denom ination, he took the posi
t ion  o f  the  a n c ie n t  H e b re w  w ri te r s  and  the  C h u rc h  
Fathers and wrote that in all probability the "d a y s” of  
Genesis  1 represent long periods of  time (C hristian T he
ology, 1:454).

G iven the fact that throughout the Old Testament era, 
the N ew  Testam ent age, and for the first 17 Christian 
centuries the traditional view was that Genesis 1 did not 
teach solar days, one should be able to make room for 
that idea today— even though it is an old-fashioned idea.

T he  tendency  tow ard  undue  li teralness  m ay spring 
naturally from the Protestant Reformation. The Protes
tants were dead sure that the Bible outranked the pope. 
They were right. However, having done away with the 
hum an “ infallible” pontiff, some o f  them established an
o the r  by m ak ing  the Bible into a "p a p e r  po p e .” This 
way o f  thinking about the Bible gave birth to a num ber 
o f  rigidities, too num erous to mention. Perhaps one of  
them is the insistence that the Genesis  accounts o f  cre
ation cannot be literary, philosophica l,  theological,  or 
metaphorical.  They must be, in this view, literal and sci
en t i f ic— a sort o f  P o p u la r  M ec h a n ics  ex p lan a t io n  o f  
how  G od did it all. Again, I think it is all right if you be
lieve that. But one should be very careful about lording 
it over those who still hold the older idea o f  indefinite 
periods o f  time.

The fever over this (and closely related issues) threat
ens to split our  com m unity  of  faith. Extremes on both 
sides o f  this m atter can be collected and pointed at. May 
prayerful hearts overrule flaming em otions and thus pre
serve the unity o f  the church.

Recently A1 Kasha, an Oscar-winning songwriter who 
was bom  a Jew and born again as a Christian and leads 
Bible studies in Beverly Hills, spoke to the 270 editors 
attending the Evangelical Press Association meeting. He 
challenged us to stop crusading about “ issues” and start 
teaching the gospel. Good advice, it seems to me.

There is still another aspect o f  the creation controver
sy that should  be considered.  Several outfits and p e r 
so n s— g u ru s ,  s e m in a r  sy c o p h an ts ,  tape p u b l is h e rs—  
have drained the wallets o f  evangelicals over this issue. 
W hen creation ceases to be a m oneym aker  the religious 
e n t re p re n e u rs  w ill s tir  up  an o th e r  “ is su e” to serve a 
fund-raiser role. A nd once more evangelicals will fork 
o v er  the offe rings ,  buy the tapes,  and  reg is te r  at the 
sem inars ,  and the en t repreneurs  will m ake m illions—  
again.

The views expressed in the responses in this column are those of the editor and do not 
constitute official policy by or for the Church of the Nazarene. The editor is not able to 
send replies to questions not selected for publication. Address: Herald of Holiness,
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.
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Close to Home
News About Nazarenes

BY BRYAN MERRILL

AND THE WINNER IS . . .  
V ir g in ia  A le n e  H o g a n ,  a

1994 g ra d u a te  
o f  T re v e c c a  
N az a ren e  C o l 
lege ,  won the 
category of Ms. 
Future Business 
Executive at the 
n a t io n a l  Phi 
B e ta  L am b d a  

(PBL) business competition.
The com peti tion ,  cons id 

ered the most demanding of

the event, measured partici
pants' knowledge of business 
p r in c ip le s  as well as th e ir  
speaking and writing skills. 
This included two rounds of 
interviews and several written 
tests.

H o g an ,  an e m p lo y e e  o f  
P ru d e n t ia l  L ife  In su ra n c e  
Company in Nashville, Tenn., 
ea rn e d  a B.A. in b u s in e s s  
administration with a minor in 
acco u n t in g .  She res ides  in 
Ashland City, Tenn.

Y O U R “NAZARENE  
FA M ILY ” H ERE . . .
The Herald o f  Holiness gets 
even “closer to hom e” next 
month with the introduction 
o f  a new  section  fea turing  
Nazarenes at work and play.

“ N azarene  F a m i ly ” will 
take you inside the churches, 
the homes, the workplaces, 
the schools, and all the other 
lo c a le s  w h e re  N a z a r e n e s  
make themselves known.

W o u ld  y o u  l ik e  to  see  
your family, your church, or 
your friends featured here? 
T hen  send  y ou r  s to ry  and 
photographs to:

Nazarene Family 
Herald o f  Holiness 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131

S to r i e s  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  
w h o ,  w h a t ,  w h e n ,  w here ,  
how and why. Inc lude  the 
name and phone number of 
a c o n t a c t  p e r s o n .  A lso  
in c lu d e  a s e l f - a d d re s s e d ,  
s tam ped  enve lope  (SA SE) 
for the return of  photos.

Sorry ,  because  o f  space 
limitations, “Nazarene Fam
ily” will not include Distin
guished Service or Phineas
F. Bresee awards, which are 
published annually.

1994 North Central Ohio D istrict ordinand class (I. to r.): General 
Superintendent John A. Knight, Rev. Jeffrey L. and Rhonda F illis , 
Rev. Steven P. and Cynthia deW eber, Rev. Timothy G. and JoAnn 
Pitzer, Rev. Douglas B. and Tonya Sm ith, Rev. Daniel R. and Bren
da Burris, and D istrict Superintendent Jack R. Archer.

O V E R  H IL L ,  O V E R  
D A L E  . . . W hen  the first 
A m erican  troops arrived in 
G om a, Zaire, to assist with 
R w a n d a n  r e f u g e e  r e l i e f  
efforts, U.S. Army Sgt. Don 
Beardsley was among them.

Beardsley, with the 501st 
t r a n sp o r ta t io n  c o m p a n y  at 
K a is e r s la u te r n -V o g e l  well, 
Germany, was on assignment 
in Zaire for four weeks. For 
three weeks, he drove a water 
t ru c k  fo u r  t im e s  a day  
between a water purification 
s i te  and  R e fu g e e  C a m p  
Seven.

B e a rd s le y  a t ten d s  the 
K aisers lautern  C hurch  of  
the Nazarene with his family.

Nazarene Don Beardsley shares 
a light m oment with Rwandans 
in Zaire (p h o to  by  Dave C a sey).

1994 Central Ohio District ordinand class (I. to r.): District Superin
tendent Herbert L. Rogers, Rev. Harold and Patty Ratliff, Rev. Jerry 
and Kathy Bimber, Rev. Dwight Robert and Sheri Butler, Rev. Sam 
and Sherry Bradley, Revs. George and Jean W atters, Rev. Rod and 
Elizabeth Reynolds, Rev. James and Terri Comfort, Rev. Joseph and 
Leola Saunders, Rev. Lawrence and Etta Ruth S u llivan , General 
Superintendent Paul G. Cunningham.

1994  Eastern M ich igan  D istrict ordinand class (I. to r.): General 
Superintendent Donald D. Owens, Rev. John and Trina Juneman, 
Rev. Pat and Jim  Sexton, Rev. Brad and Patti Petitt, and District 
Superintendent Steve Anthony.
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V ital Statistics

Deaths
REV. J. 0 .  BEARDEN . 79 , fa th e r  o f  S o u th  

C a ro lin a  D is t r ic t  S u p e r in te n d e n t  J im  
B e a rd e n , N a s h v i l le ,  T e n n .,  S e p t.  2 3 . 
S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Vena; son s , Leslie , J im , 
M ichae l: seven g ra n d ch ild re n ; one grea t- 
g ra ndd aug h te r.

OMER H. BRAND T, 75 , W ich ita , Kans., Oct. 
1. S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , Irene ; so n s , V e rn o n , 
L inus; fo u r  g ra n d ch ild re n .

DON COW AN , 58 , Lebanon, Tenn ., J u ly  21. 
S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  B e v e rly ; s o n s , W ayne , 
David, Danie l; one s is te r.

REV. BERNIE CULBERTSON , 77, p a s to r and 
e va nge lis t o f 4 0  yea rs , W a ld p o rt, O reg., 
O c t. 2 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  J e s s ie ;  s o n s , 
B ernard  J r., Rev. G lenn; da ugh te r, Cheri 
Shafer; seven g ra n d ch ild re n .

H A R R Y  H. F R IE S EN , 84 , B e th a n y , O k la ., 
Sept. 13. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Lou; da ugh te rs , 
L o u is e  H a n d ke , B a rb a ra  W e lls ,  J e a n n e  
Bland; sons, Ju n io r, D w ig h t; 2 s is te rs ; 3 
b r o th e r s ;  1 4  g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  7 g r e a t 
g ra n d ch ild re n .

FLOYD ED W AR D  GOODSON, 90 , M id la n d , 
T e x .,  S e p t. 4 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  B e rt ie ; 
da ugh te r, Lagueta H yatt; th re e  g ra n d c h il
dren.

REV. NO BLE C H A P M A N  H A T H A W A Y , 76 , 
M e s a , A r iz . ,  A u g . 3 0 . S u rv iv o rs :  s o n , 
Noble, Jr., th ree  g ra n d ch ild re n .

L O IS  C A R O L IN E  H IC K S , 7 6 . E d m o n d s ,  
W ash ., Sept. 18. Death w a s the  re su lt o f 
c o m p lic a tio n s  fro m  tre a tm e n t fo r  cancer. 
S u rv iv o rs :  h u s b a n d , E lv in ; d a u g h te rs ,  
C yn th ia  W a lke r, M a rilyn  M o kh ta ria n ; son, 
S tephen: tw o  g ra n d ch ild re n

W IL L IE  M AE SN ELL H O W ELL, 77, Bethany, 
Okla.. Sept. 17. S u rv ivo rs : sons, Jam es, 
R o n ; d a u g h te r s ,  J e a n e t te  N o r r is ,  
M a rg a re t H a rke y , L in d a  M o r r is ;  s is te r , 
V e lm a  B risco e ; b ro th e rs ,  La w re n ce  and 
H o w ard  Sne ll; 10  g ra n d ch ild re n ; 2 g re a t
g ra n d ch ild re n .

ALBER T J IR V IN . 86 . St. Lo u is , M o . Sept. 
3. S u rv ivo r: w ife , Eulalah.

J A M E S  R . K E Y S , a r c h i t e c t  o f  m a n y  
Nazarene ch u rch e s  and Nazarene co llege  
b u ild in g s , S tu rg e o n  Bay, W is ., M ar. 10. 
S u rv ivo rs : w ife , A lice  Beam  Keys; d a u g h 
te r. B renda; son , S tuart; b ro th e r, S am uel 
R o bert Keys; tw o  gra ndso ns .

DELBERT KROPH, 92 , Lo w e ll, M ich ., Sept. 
14 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  F ra n ce s , 1 s o n ; 1 
d a u g h te r; 2 s is te rs ; 8 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 11 
g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n .

J U A N IT A  L A N G L E Y , 7 7 , F la g s ta ff ,  A r iz . ,

S ep t. 22 . S u rv iv o rs :  s is te rs , O pal A be l, 
Dee B ro w n in g ; b ro th e rs , A lb e r t  P arke r, 
D e a n  M . P a rk e r ;  s te p d a u g h te r s ,  Lee 
T o tte n , L isa  W h ite ; 6 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 10 
g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n ; 1 g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d - 
ch ild .

HEATHER LEEDER, T he tfo rd , Eng land, Oct. 
1 3 . S u r v iv o r s :  h u s b a n d ,  R e v . D a v id  
Leeder; paren ts , M r. and M rs . Ken A ustin ; 
b ro th e r, Keith ; niece, Lisa.

M YR TLEBEL LU SH, 77 , T ucson , Ariz ., Oct. 
9 . S u rv ivo rs : sons, C harles, Ron J r.; s is 
te r, V iv ian  H art: fo u r  g ra n d c h ild re n ; one 
g re a t-g ra n d ch ild .

REV. C. R. M O ORE, 77 , Lake W o rth , Fla., 
O c t. 8 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  L u c il le ;  s o n s , 
La rry , Dennis, Paul; h is  m o th e r; tw o  s is 
te rs ; e ig h t g ra n d ch ild re n .

JASON ROACH, 16, and JOSH ROACH, 14, 
M arsh a ll, A rk., Sept. 5. S u rv ivo rs : fa ther, 
M ark ; g ra nd fa the r, Rev. C lif fo rd  Roach.

EDITH A. SH EAR R ER , 91 , S t. L o u is , M o., 
S e p t. 11 . S u rv iv o rs :  d a u g h te rs ,  A lm a  
K e lle y , B e tty  V o s s , R u th  C le rc , N a o m i 
H e d ric k ; s o n s , B ill, D o n; 13  g ra n d c h il
d re n ; 18  g re a t-g ra n d c h i ld re n ;  1 g re a t-  
g re a t-g ra n d ch ild .

R E V . H E N R Y  H. S P E N C E R . J R .,  7 9 . La 
Canada V alley, C alif., Ju ly  28. S u rv ivo rs : 
so n , J o h n ; s is te r ,  W illa  M ae Raye; tw o  
g ra ndd aug h te rs .

M A Y  STEIN INGER, 82 , N ashv ille , Ind ., Aug. 
26 . S u rv ivo rs : h u sban d . D w ig h t; d a u g h 
te rs ,  D o n n a  S is s o n , C o n n ie  S te in in g e r; 
son , B ill; seven g ra n d ch ild re n ; five  g re a t
g ra n d ch ild re n .

FRANK L. T IPTON, 79, D u rango, Colo., M ay 
26 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , M ild re d ; d a u g h te r, 
F rances A. Y o rk ; son s, R odney, Randall; 
s ix  g ra n d ch ild re n .

H. CLARKE W IG H T , 35 , J a c k s o n v il le , Fla., 
O c t.  5 . S u r v iv o r s :  p a r e n ts ,  T e d  a n d  
G era ld ine W ig h t: s is te rs , Rebecca Turne r, 
Carol W ig h t G ritto n , M arg a re t Sprague.

DEAN A. W O LSTEN H O LM , 73 , Boise, Idaho, 
Oct. 11. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , A rd ith  (s is te r o f 
G e n e ra l S u p e r in te n d e n t  J e ra ld  D. 
J o h n s o n );  so n , Ja m e s ; d a u g h te rs , Jean 
H u e b e r t ,  B e c k y  D a g g e t t ;  b r o th e r s ,  
H o w a rd , J im ; s is te r, M a rg a re t W a ld ro n ; 
n ine  g ra n d c h ild re n ; tw o  g re a t-g ra n d c h il
dren.

Births
to  A L A N  A N D  S H E R Y L  B O O T H , O s s e o , 

M in n ., a g ir l, A lliso n  N ico le , M ar, 16
to  S T E P H E N  A N D  A N IT A  (C A R L E Y )

F E L A N D , Y u k o n ,  O k la . ,  a g i r l ,  K a y la  
E lizabeth, Sept. 20 

to  KENNETH AND DONYA (W IE G M A N ) G IB 
SON. Bethany, Okla., a g ir l, A sh lie  Renae, 
Aug. 2

to  DAVE A N D  JA N E T  (B A U M A N N ) HUFF
M A N , P o r ts m o u th , O h io , a b o y , J u s t in  
Tay lo r, O ct. 6 

to  A LA N  A N D  R O BIN  (W IL L IA M S ) KANE, 
Yum a, Ariz ., a g ir l, A lex is  Danie lle , Oct. 3 

to  TOM  AND JODY RUSS, Osseo, M in n ., a 
boy, A n d re w  David., M ar. 25 

to  T IM  A N D  S H E R Y L  S N Y D E R . O s s e o , 
M in n ., a g ir l, A lliso n  N ico le , A pr. 8 

to  TRENT AND SHANNON SNYDER, Osseo, 
M in n ., a g ir l,  A le xa n d ra  C heyenne, M ay 
30

to  M A R K  A N D  TE R I S P U R L IN G , O sse o , 
M in n ., a boy, A n th o n y  W ayne, M ay 9 

to  A N D Y  A N D  J U L IE  Z U M B A C H , O sseo , 
M in n ., a g ir l, Zoe Anna, Jan. 1994

Marriages
LA Y N E TTE  G R IFF IN  a n d  M IL T O N  JO H N 

SON, Oct. 1, at G rand P ra irie , Tex.
SHARI LYNETTE HEFNER and JOHN GLEN 

KIM BR O , Ju ly  30 , a t O k lahom a C ity, Okla. 
M A R Y  KATHRYN M IL L E R -M A R S H A L L  and 

JO HN M E LV IN  PARKER, SR., O ct. 1, at 
S e linsg rove , Pa.

JU L IE  P IC KETT and JE R R Y  A U S T IN , M ay 
15, a t B ed fo rd , Ind.

L O R I J IL L  R A N D A L L  a n d  G A R Y  A L L E N  
PRINTZENHOFF II, M ay 6, a t K ilgore , Tex.

Anniversaries
R E V . B IL L Y  A N D  L E O T A  D O W N IN G , 

S u m te r,  S .C ., re c e n t ly  ce le b ra te d  th e ir  
5 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry .  T he  D o w n in g s  have 
fo u r  ch ild re n  and fo u r  g ra ndch ild ren . 

HENRY AND W A N D A  W A LL , Lo ng  Beach, 
C a lif . ,  r e c e n t ly  c e le b ra te d  t h e i r  5 0 th  
an n ive rsa ry  by  ta k in g  th e ir  c h ild re n  and 
g ra n d c h ild re n  o n  an A la s k a n  c ru is e . A 
reception  w as he ld upon th e ir  re tu rn .

FOR THE RECORD
Moving Ministers
D AV ID  & L IN D A  AASERUD , f ro m  D a nv ille  

( I I I . )  C e d a r  G ro v e ,  to  C h ic a g o  ( I I I . )  
N o rths ide

D A N IE L  M . A R N O L D , f r o m  p a s to r ,  
B u r l in g to n  ( Io w a )  F ir s t ,  to  d i s t r i c t -  
ass igned, Iowa 

K U R T  A. A Y R E S , f r o m  M e n d o ta , III . ,  to

B ushnell, III.
L O W E L L  C H U R C H IL L , f r o m  D o d g e  C ity  

(Kans.) F irst, to  Derby, Kans.
JERRY D. DEATHERAGE, to  pasto r, G reens 

Fork, Ind.
DARR ELL DENNIS, fro m  eva nge lism  to  pas

to r, M on rov ia , Ind.
RAY L. DOANE, f ro m  T w in  Falls, Idaho, to  

Long Beach (C a lif.) F irst 
R IC H A R D  E L -T A L A B A N I, f r o m  K an kakee  

(III.) W e s tb ro o k , to  Lansing (III.) F irst 
M ERLE W . FO R M AN , to  p a s to r, S h a ttu ck , 

Okla.
PETER E. GANTZ, fro m  eva nge lism  to  pas

to r, Bellaire, Tex.
E. W A IT M A N  HAGER, f ro m  R idge C hapel, 

O h io , to  N o r th  R o y a lto n  (O h io )  S ta te  
Road C o m m u n ity  

GARY E. HAYES, fro m  R ock H ill (S .C .) First, 
to  H u n tin g to n  (W .V a.) W a ln u t H ills 

R. JEFFREY H IN ES, f ro m  P ra tt, K an s., to  
A ug us ta  (Ga.) F irst 

DON R. JA C K S O N , f ro m  S h ir le y ,  In d ., to  
Ind iana po lis  ( In d .) T r in ity  

J. DENNIS JOHNSO N, fro m  pasto r, Nam pa 
(Id a h o ) F irst, to  d is tr ic t  su p e rin te n d e n t, 
Tennessee

JE FFR E Y  T . JO H N S O N , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
N ashv ille  (Tenn.) F irst, to  pasto r, C ouncil 
B lu ffs  (Io w a ) F irst 

DOUGLAS KARL, fro m  associate, R ockfo rd  
(III .)  F irs t, to  a sso c ia te , N a p e rv ille  ( III.) 
T r in ity

M A R K  A. L INER , fro m  C h a rle s to n  (W .V a .)
Elk R iver, to  C hester, S.C.

KENNETH F. M ILLER , fro m  C leveland (O hio ) 
G arfie ld  H e igh ts, to  M an s fie ld  (O h io ) F irst 

R A N D A LL L. M ILLE R , f ro m  M ap le  Shade, 
A rk ., to  Bella V is ta , Ark.

W A Y N E  R. M IL L E R , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
S a n d e r s v i l le  (G a .)  F ir s t ,  t o  p a s to r ,  
M illed gev ille , Ga.

B R IA N  N O LLEN BER G ER , f ro m  a s s o c ia te . 
A m a r illo  (Tex.) V a lleyv iew , to  assoc ia te , 
Ju n c tio n  C ity  (Kans.) F irst 

JO H N  R. PO RTER , f ro m  p a s to r , C hes te r, 
S.C., to  d is tr ic t-a ss ig n e d , S ou th  C arolina 

GREGORY A. PRESSLEY, f ro m  H igh  P o in t 
(N .C.) Oak H o llo w , to  S pa rta nbu rg  (S.C.) 
F irst

D AR YL L. REED, f ro m  U n io n to w n , Pa., to  
P ort R ichey (Fla.) T r in ity  

G. F R A N K LIN  REESE, f ro m  S tu a rts  D ra ft 
(Va.) G ood S hepherd, to  B ish opv ille , S.C. 

J O H N  E. R IV A S , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  L o s  
A n g e le s  ( C a l i f . )  F ir s t ,  to  a s s o c ia te ,  
W ash in g to n  (D .C .) C o m m u n ity  o f Hope 

M IC H A E L B. ROSS, f ro m  C h a rlo tte  (N .C .)
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P ineville, to  Ind iana po lis  ( In d .) W ests ide  
RA N D Y  W . R UC KER, f ro m  N ew  L o th ro p , 

M ic h . to  P ratt. Kans.
GARY L. RUPERT, fro m  B ishopv ille , S.C., to 

F lorence (S.C.) F irst 
KENNETH C. SCHUBERT, fro m  m iss io n a ry  

to  pasto r, M ayw ood  (C a lif.) Faith 
KEVIN  R. SN O W , fro m  s tu d e n t. Nazarene 

T heo log ica l Sem inary , to  pasto r, Cy-Fair,

Tex.
N, J A Y  S O R R E L L , f r o m  W o r th ,  I I I . ,  to  

Kankakee (III.) W e s tb ro o k  
JACK L. SUITS, to  pasto r, C a m bridg e  City, 

Ind.
JA M E S  W . T H O M P S O N , f r o m  P o r t la n d ,  

M ich ., to  Holt, M ich .
M A R K  C. T IPTO N, f ro m  Oak R idge, Tenn., 

to  B u rlin g to n  (Io w a ) F irst

D A V IS  S. W IL L IA M S ,  f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
O k la h o m a  C ity  (O k la .) C o lem a n  C hape l, 
to  pasto r. C rescent, Okla.

LEV E R N E  W IL L IA M S , f r o m  C h e sa p e a ke , 
V a ., to  W e s t C o lu m b ia  (S .C .)  C a lv a ry  
C o m m u n ity  

R O B E R T  H. W O O D S , f r o m  B e n n e t tv i l le  
(S .C .) F irs t, to  S ou th  P ittsb u rg , Tenn. 

C o rre c tion :

B e  J i e x e  B e x  H a j k

DECEMBER 2 7  3 1 ,1 9 9 4

The m ost exc iting  event o f the  year w ill 
take  place Decem ber 27-31 , 1994, in 
b ea u tifu l San D iego, on the  cam pus o f 
Point Loma Nazarene College.

San D iego '9 4  is a M issions and 
M in is try  C onference designed to  equ ip  
and encourage  you ng  adults, age 18-30, 
to  in te gra te  a u the n tic  C hris tian ity  in to  
th e ir lives and in to  th e ir life 's  w ork .

Hear insp iring  speakers d u ring  the  
Plenary Sessions, inc lud ing  renow ned 
speaker Rosey Grier, a fo rm e r fo o tb a ll 
(and television com m erc ia l) star. Rosey, a 
C hristian, is very involved in reaching o u t 
to  u rban areas.

O ther keynote  speakers inc lude Lori 
Salierno, a g ifte d  nationa lly  kno w n  speak
er, as w e ll as N orm  Shoem aker, Tom

Nees, and Louie Bustle.
In a dd itio n  to  the  insp iring  general ses

sions, w orkshop s  are geared to  educate, 
in fo rm  and tra in  s tuden ts and young  
adu lts  in all aspects o f m in is try  and m is
sions, inc lud ing  com passionate  m in istries 
and cam pus m inistries.

M in is try  excursions w ill take  p a rtic i
pants in to  d o w n to w n  San D iego and 
across the  bo rde r in to  M exico. M in is try  
groups and C om passionate  M in istries 
Centers w ill be on hand to  in te rv iew  s tu 
dents and p rovide  o pp ortu n itie s .

A nd  it  w ill all end w ith  a g rea t concert 
on N ew  Year's Eve w ith  a con tem pora ry  
C hristian music act. Register by O ctobe r 
30 and g e t the  earlyb ird  special rate o f 
$199!

SAN DIEGO '94 REGISTRATION APPLICATION
M ail To: San D iego '94 Conference Registration

NYI M inistries 6401 The Paseo Kansas City, MO 64131

Name:

Address: 

City: ___ State: Zip:

Telephone #:

Name of School Attending:

Am ount of Check Enclosed: $ (make payable to General Treasurer)

M ode of Transportation to Conference: □  Air □  Car □  Other

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F E E S :  R e g is t r a t i o n  i n c lu d e s  a l l  C o n f e r e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P le n a r y  
S e s s io n s ,  N e w  Y e a r 's  E v e  C o n c e r t ,  W o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  M i n i s t r y  E x c u r s io n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  M e a ls  a n d  
L o d g i n g  b e g i n n i n g  a t  5 : 0 0  p . m .  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 7  a n d  e n d i n g  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  J a n u a r y  1.

EARLY BIRD RATE (Postmarked by October 30, 1994) $199
PRE-REGISTRATION (Postmarked by December 1, 1994) $225
REGISTRATION AT THE DOOR (Postmarked by December 27, 1994) $245

A LB E R T  G. S TEFAN . J r . ,  f ro m  a sso c ia te  
B o is e  ( I d a h o )  F ir s t ,  t o  a s s o c ia te ,  
V a n co u ve r (W a sh .) Cascade Park

Recommendations
The fo llo w in g  have been re co m m e n d e d  by 

th e ir  respective  d is tr ic t sup e rin te nde n ts : 
DONNY CRAN DELL, eva nge lis t, c /o  Stephen 

M an ley  M in is tr ie s , P.O. Box 522. Upland, 
IN 4 6 9 8 9 , by  K eith  W rig h t,  Kansas City 
D is tr ic t

N ICHO LAS L. HANSON, eva nge lis t, 4 1 8  E. B 
A ve ., W a u r ik a . OK 7 3 5 /3 ,  (4 0 5 )  2 2 8 - 
3 2 4 6 ,  b y  C a r l S u m m e r ,  S o u th w e s t  
O k lahom a D is tric t.

PAUL M. PHIPPS, eva nge lis t, 78 0 8  N. 28Z, 
S t.. T e rre  H aute . IN 4 7 8 0 5 , (8 1 2 ) 466- 
3 0 7 3 , by M . V. Scuff, S o u th w e s t Indiana 
D is tric t.

Moving Missionaries
B U R G E , R E V . J O H N  a n d  M A R T H A . 

S u r in a m , F ie ld  A d d re s s : P .O . B ox  02 - 
55 67 , M ia m i. FL 3 3 1 0 2 -5 5 6 7  

DUNN, DR. ROBERT and CONNIE, Australia, 
F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s :  2 2 2  N. 8 th  S .W ., 
T um w ate r, W A  9 8 5 1 2  

ESTEY, M R . JO H N  an d  S A N D R A , A fr ic a  
S ou th  Field N orth , F u rlo ugh  A ddress: 86 
W end a ll Ave.. W o lla s to n . M A 02 170  

G LASSCO , REV. GARY and LIN D A, Papua 
N e w  G u in e a ,  F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s :  c /o  
A m e r in e ,  5 2 1  S .W . J e f f e r s o n  S t., 
S he ridan , OR 9 7 378  

H O S K IN S , R E V . M A R T Y  a n d  D E B B IE , 
Venezue la, F ield A dd ress : A pa rta do  132, 
S a n  A n to n io  d e  lo s  A l to s ,  1 2 0 4 -A , 
M iranda , VENEZUELA 

H U G H ES, M R . TED and M IM A , E cuador, 
S ta te s id e  A d d r e s s :  4 0 2  A v e . B, 
S n o h o m ish , W A  9 8 2 9 0  

T E C H A U , R E V . J O S E P H  a n d  C A R O L , 
V ie tn a m , F ie ld  A d d re s s : P.O. B ox  159, 
In te rn a tio n a l P o s t O ff ic e , H a n o i, V IE T 
NAM

TERRY, M IS S  DORO TH Y, S w a z ila nd , New 
F u r lo u g h  A d d r e s s :  P .O . B o x  2 2 4 , 
M cLe od . TX 75 565  

W ALKER . REV. KEN and LIND A, Swaziland, 
F ie ld A d d re ss : P.O. B ox 1 4 6 0 , M anzin i, 
S W AZILAN D  

W E S L E Y , R E V . D A V ID  a n d  G L Y N D A , 
E cu a d o r, F ie ld  A d d re s s : C a s illa  1 7 -1 1 - 
04 9 6 4 . Q u ito , ECUADOR

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
O ffice : 6401 T he Paseo, K ansas C ity , M 0 
64 1 3 1 . D onald D. O w ens, cha irm an . W illiam  
J. P rin ce , v ic e -c h a irm a n : Ja m e s  H. Diehl, 
s e c r e ta r y ;  J e ra ld  D . J o h n s o n ,  J o h n  A, 
K n igh t, Paul G. C u nn ingh am .

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
G e o rg e  C o u l t e r ,  9 3 1 0  C a n te rb u ry ,  
L e a w o o d , KS 6 6 2 0 6 ;  V . H. L e w is ,  1406 
C a m b rid g e , O la the , KS 6 6 0 6 2 ; O rv ille  W. 
Je n k in s , 2 3 0 9  W . 1 0 3 rd  S t., Le aw o od, KS 
6 6 2 0 6 ;  W i l l i a m  M . G r e a th o u s e ,  1 1 7 9  
R o s e w o o d  T r.. M o u n t  J u l ie t .  TN  37 122 ; 
E ug ene  L. S to w e , 5 5 5 5  S. E m p o r ia  Cir., 
E ng lew ood , CO 8 0 1 1 1 -3 6 3 5 ; R a ym ond  W. 
H u rn , 7 8 1 0  W . 1 1 8 th , O ve rla n d  P ark, KS 
6 6 2 1 0 .
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NEWS OF RELIGION

Justice Department Reconsiders Tithe A.D. 2000 Movement Gaining Momentum
Following an order from Pres
ident Bill C linton, the U.S. 
Justice Department withdrew 
from a controversial case just 
minutes before it was sched
uled to argue against Crystal, 
M inn . ,  E v a n g e l i c a l  F ree  
Church. In a 50-page  b r ie f  
filed last March, the depart
ment had sided with a Bank
ru p tcy  C o u r t  and  F ed e ra l  
A p p e a ls  C o u r t  ru l in g  tha t  
$13,450 in tithe to the church 
was “fraudulent" and should 
be surrendered to creditors.

The tithe had been paid by 
Bruce and Nancy Young, 20- 
year members o f  the church 
and tithers for the last nine 
years. The money in question 
represented offerings paid 12 
months prior to the couple fil
ing bankruptcy.

T he  ca se  h in g e d  on the

interpretation of  bankruptcy 
laws that p ro h ib i t  p e rso n s  
who file bankruptcy from hid
ing their assets.

Som e politica l observers  
b e l ie v e  the  c a se  w as an 
im p o r ta n t  te s t  o f  the new  
Religious Freedom Restora
tion Act. The law, signed by 
C l in ton  last year ,  p reven ts  
governm ent from enforcing 
laws that deny religious liber
ty without "compelling state 
interest."

T he  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t ’s 
withdrawal came just 30 min
utes before it was scheduled 
to begin oral arguments in the 
8th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
A day ea r l ie r ,  C l in to n  had 
o r d e r e d  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  
Janet Reno to reverse direc
tions in the case, according to 
administration officials.

Ministers Not Self-Employed
A recent U.S. tax court ru l
ing rejected a North Carolina 
U n ite d  M e th o d is t  p a s to r ' s  
claim of “self-employed" tax 
s t a tu s .  T h e  m i n i s t e r  w as  
ruled “an employee for fed
eral incom e tax p u rposes ,"  
by trial Judge John J. Pajak 
in an o p in io n  r e l e a s e d  in 
August.

Attorneys for the denom i
nation said that more than 30 
federal income tax disputes 
curren tly  hinge on w hether  
m in i s t e r s  a re  d e f in e d  as 
e m p lo y e e s  o r  as s e l f - e m 
ployed contractors.

"U nfortunate ly ,  the op in 
ion of the trial judge is con
trary to our general position

that pas to rs  . . . shou ld  be 
a l l o w e d  to  f i le  as se lf -  
e m p lo y e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , ” 
said David A. Ullrich, a de
nominational attorney.

According to the Nazarene 
Pensions and Benefits USA 
office, itinerant evangelis ts  
who are not incorporated are 
the only Nazarene ministers 
e l ig ib le  to f i le  fe d e r a l  in 
come taxes as self-employed 
workers.

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t i o n ,  
phone (816) 333-7000, ext. 
2405; or fax (816) 333-2856; 
o r  w r i te  to: P e n s io n s  and  
B e n e f i t s  U S A , 6401 T h e  
P a s e o ,  K a n s a s  C i ty ,  M O 
64131.

Chinese Church Is Swelling
The number of  Christians in percent of the Chinese popu-
China is rapidly increasing, 
according to Rosemarie Jasz- 
ka, spokesperson  for Trans 
World Radio. A recent es ti
mate indicates that about 7

Evangelical leaders are unit
ing in an effort to evangelize 
the g lo b e  in the  nex t six 
y e a r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  R ick  
W ood, m anaging editor  for 
M is s io n  F r o n tie r s .  B i l ly  
G ra h a m ,  L u is  P a la u ,  Bill 
Bright, and others have been 
named as honorary cochair
m en  o f  the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  
A.D. 2000 Movement, head
q u a r t e r e d  in C o lo r a d o  
Springs, Colo.

The movement has adopt
ed the goa l  to p re se n t  the 
saving message of  Christ to 
ev e ry  p erso n  on ea r th .  Its 
m o t to  is: "A  c h u r c h  fo r  
every people and the gospel 
for every person by the year 
2000 . ”

The m ovement is hosting 
the G lobal Consulta t ion  on 
W o r ld  E v a n g e l i z a t i o n  
(GCOW E ’95) scheduled for 
M ay  17, 1995, in S e o u l ,  
S o u th  K o re a .  O r g a n iz e r s  
a n t ic ip a te  4 .5 0 0  C h r is t ian

leaders from 200 countries 
will attend.

The agenda of the confer
ence will include es tab lish
ing goals and specific plans 
to deliver the gospel to every 
person. L eaders  in each of  
the 200 countries are devel
o p in g  n e tw o r k s  o f  lo c a l  
Christians who are accepting 
the challenge to reach all the 
people in their nation.

A.D. 2000 was founded by 
Thomas Wang, who current
ly serves as its international 
c h a i r m a n .  W a n g  w as the  
international director o f  the 
Lausanne Movement, initiat
ed by Billy Graham in 1974.

Last June, some 12 m il 
lion persons participated in a 
global March for Jesus spon
so re d  by A .D . 2 0 00 .  T he  
largest single meeting of the 
even t was in Seoul,  where
700,000 Christians gathered 
fo r  p u b l ic  w o rs h ip  in the 
streets.

ABS Publishes New Language

la tion ,  o r  75 to 80 m il l ion  
p eo p le ,  are C h r is t ian .  The 
e s t im a te  is an in c re a se  o f  
nearly 20 million Christians 
over the past two years.

The first com plete  book of 
the Bible ever published in 
Gullah was recently released 
by the American Bible Soci
ety. Gullah is a Creole lan
g u a g e  s p o k e n  by ab o u t
250,000 persons in the south
eastern coastal region of  the 
United States.

The first book translated 
was the Gospel of Luke, enti
tled "De Good Nyews Bout 
J e d u s  C h r is t  W a Luke  
Write." It is the culmination 
o f  a collaborative effort of the 
Sea Island T rans la t ion  and 
Literacy Team, the Summer 
Institute o f  Linguistics, and 
Wycliffe Bible Translators.

The project began in 1979 
and is scheduled for comple
tion in 1997. Ervin Greene, 
p a s to r  o f  B rick  B a p t is t  
Church on St. Helena Island. 
S.C.,  serves as head o f  the 
translation team.

" T h e  th in g  I f ind  m ost 
important about the transla
tion work is that an oral lan
guage is being written down 
for the first time— and not to 
a m u se ,  but to s a v e ,"  sa id  
G re e n e .  " G u l la h  is by no 
means dying. Lost people will 
be saved by this mission."

Gullah is an African-En- 
glish language that combines 
elements o f  numerous West 
A f r ic a n  to n g u e s  w ith  a 
C a r ib b e a n  c a d e n c e .  M any 
Gullah speakers are residents 
o f  the South C aro l ina  Low 
Country. Gullah is also used 
by groups  a long the North 
Carolina. Georgia, and Flori
da coasts.

An estimated 20,000 per
sons d ep e n d  on G u llah  as 
their sole means of com m u
nication .  M ost G ullah  lan 
guage speakers, however, are 
bilingual.
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Observer at Large

The “Good News” 
of Christmas

John C. Bowling is president o f Olivet 
Nazarene University.

I g r e w  u p  in the hom e of a new spa
perman. My father was and still is a  
newspaper publisher in western Ohio. 
I started working at the new spaper o f
fice as a kid. On the day that Presi
dent Kennedy was shot. I was there at 
the paper. I left my work station and 
hurried to the newsroom.

The scene was organized chaos. 
Television sets were tuned to every 
major  network. Reporters were m on i
toring various radio broadcasts. The 
United Press International (UPI) and 
Associated Press (AP) machines were 
buzzing constantly. The editor was on 
the phone to a Dallas news agency. A 
newsroom is the place to be when a 
m ajor story breaks.

Because it was a family business, it 
was not unusual for my father and 
mother, my brother and me to talk o c 
casionally about "W hat is new s?” 
“ W hat m akes something new sw or
thy?” "W hat are the ethical obliga
tions incumbent upon som eone who 
would publish the new s?”

I have been thinking about a verse 
from the Christmas story in light o f  
these kinds o f  questions. Luke writes, 
"But the angel said to them. ‘Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news of  
great joy  that will be for all the peo

p le ’" (Luke 2:10, N I V ). Consider  this 
announcem ent o f  "good  new s" from 
a n ew spaperm an’s point o f  view.

One o f  the first criteria for new s is 
this: Is it tru e ? To print something 
that is not true not only is dangerous 
to one 's  reputation but also can, in 
some cases, threaten the public good 
or safety. Shoddy reporting can be 
grounds for legal action. So any good 
publisher asks the editors and writers, 
“ Are you sure it’s true? Did you d o u 
ble-check your sources?”

A ren 't  those the same kinds of  
questions the shepherds asked and 
acted upon when they first got the 
"scoop"? "L e t 's  go into Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened" 
(Luke 2:15, NIV). They had to verify 
the story. They wanted to know, "Is 
this true?”

As soon as they had verified the 
story, these investigators becam e re
porters.  “ W hen they had seen him, 
they spread the word con 
cerning what had been 
told them about this 
child” (v. 17). These 
shepherds were now 
"eyew itnesses ."  They 
could verify that the good 
news o f  Christmas was 
“good,"  for it was true.

G ood  new s m ust also  
be timely. N o  m atter  how 
true it is— old news is no 
news. The com ing of  
Christ was a real event that occurred 
at a particular time and place in h isto
ry. In that sense, this is an old story, 
yet the Christm as story remains t im e
less! Jesus Christ is the same yester
day, today, and forever.

The good new s o f  His com ing is 
just as good this year as it ever was. 
How sad if the celebration o f  C hris t
mas were only the celebration o f  h is
tory, o f  old news!

A nother criterion fo r  new s is its

w ide appeal. Som eth ing  may be gen
uinely true and timely, but if it does 
not appeal to a w ide audience, it will 
not be reported widely.

W hat did the angel say? "G ood 
news . . . that will be for all the peo
ple" (v. 10). This news could not be 
m ore encom passing . Christm as is 
good news for people o f  every na
tionality, every age-group, every race, 
every econom ic  and social strata. All 
m eans all!

G ood  new s m ust a lso  be transm it
ted. I rem em ber  as a boy how  people 
would occasionally  call the house if 
they did not receive their paper. Off I 
would  go on a bicycle or in our fami
ly car to hand deliver  the missing pa
per. W hat good is news, even if it is 
true and timely and has w ide appeal, 
if it is not effectively transmitted?

M any folks in Texas observe a hol
iday o f  good  news know n as "June- 
teenth .” W hen  the Em ancipation  
P roclam ation was signed, the news of 
it was kept from the slaves in Texas. 
They  were simply not told about it. It 
was not until the next sum m er when 
form er slaves from other states came 
through Texas that those still in slav
ery were informed, “ You were freed

m onths ago .” T hey  were freed, but 
because they d idn ' t  get the news, they 
w eren 't  really free.

How important for the Church to 
continue to herald the good news of 
the com ing  o f  Christ! There are folks 
today w ho are still slaves because 
they have not heard and appropriated 
the good news o f  Christmas. During 
this season let us, like the shepherds 
o f  Judea, “ receive the new s" and 
“ share the new s.”

Not getting the news kept 
people in slavery.
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Notes from  an ed ito r's  jo u rn a l 

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Stupid, Just Plain Stupid

So, what was the stupidest thing you 
ever did? Personally, I have such a 
vast list to choose from that the 
problem lies in narrowing it down 
to one. But as I look back across my 40- 

something years, I realize that most of the 
dumb things 1 have done involved vehi
cles.

T h e re  was the t im e I 
traded a perfectly wonder
ful '67 Valiant with a Hat- 
head six engine, three on 
the column, and air, be
cause I wanted a “new" 
car with a stick shift on 
the floor. The new car, a 
D atsun 1200, got g rea t  
mileage and smelled nice (for the first 
month). It also had “four-on-the-Hoor.” 
but it lacked a six-cylinder engine, and it 
had no air! Consider that the Valiant was 
in mint condition and paid for, and you 
can see how stupid I was as a 19-year- 
old. I sweated (literally) for a long time 
over that one.

Then there was the time I attended Bill 
Gothard’s “ Institute in Basic Youth Con
flicts.” 1 decided that 1 was going to fol
low his advice and get out of debt. 1 sold 
my brand-new car (by that time a Datsun 
B210, no air) and, in those young bache
lor days, the only debt I had. I began us
ing “other means” of transportation. This 
started out as borrowing the van at the 
church where I was on staff and graduat
ed to a Honda 350 motorcycle.

I had always wanted a motorcycle, but 
had never bought one. After I started rid
ing it— through rain, sleet, and snow— 1 
remembered why I had never bought one.

I decided a used car was the thing for 
me (w h e re  was my ’67 V alian t? ) .  I 
bought an eight-year-old Dodge Comet. It 
had a “Hurst” shifter, roll-pleated seats, 
and a radio that sounded really nice on 
the test drive. When I returned with the 
check to get the car, the engine started, 
but there was no sound from the radio. 
“Oh,” said the guy when I returned to ask 
about the missing speakers. “Those were 
my brother's. I was just borrowing them.”

Two years (and 3,000 quarts of oil) lat
er, I decided that a new car and debt 
looked pretty good. At this point, I gradu

ated to a “classic”— a Ford Pinto (still 
with no air) .  You r em e m b er  the 
P in to— F o rd 's  vers ion of  napalm on 
wheels. These cars looked nice, but there 
was a hitch— when they were rear-ended, 
the gas tank had a tendency to do a very 
strange thing— like explode.

The Pinto was the first 
car Cathy and 1 drove in 
our new marriage. Unfor
tunately, at the wedding, 
her brother (to whom 1 
still am not speaking) de
cided to write some inter
esting things on the car 
with  shav ing  cream . 
Well, the shaving cream 

didn't cling for long, but, since it oxi
dized the paint beneath it. the words were 
still with us when it limped into the 
Buick dealership for its last ride.

At last, we had hit the big time— a 
Buick Skylark!— with air!

Within one year, we were rear-ended 
by a hit-and-run driver. (Thank God we 
weren't in the Pinto.) Of course, the in
surance company chose not to “total" the 
vehicle, so we had to drive our new car 
with quite a few imperfections until we 
finally traded it (again after being rear- 
ended) five years later.

Oh, you're probably wondering where 
all this is leading. To tell you the truth, I 
just wanted to remind myself that we all 
make some pretty dumb decisions. Many 
of them may seem earth-shaking at the 
time, but they usually don't matter much 
in terms of eternity. Still, the devil has a 
way of rubbing our faces in our mistakes 
to the point that we might despair.

Don't believe his lie. Each new day of
fers new opportunities to leave our stupid 
mistakes behind. Do what you can to 
handle them, trust God to take care of 
them, hold your head up, and move on. It 
has worked for me— thank God.

By the way, would you be interested in 
a slightly used (but clean) '89 Grand 
Am?

You rem em ber the 
Pinto— Ford’s 

version of napalm  
on wheels.
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Late News

Johnson Appointed to TennesseeEstep to Direct 
Communications
M ic h ae l  R. E step .  45 .  has 

been elected  
director of the 
C om m unica
tions Division 
by the Gener
al B o a rd ,  
accord ing  to 
General Sec
re ta ry  Jack  

Stone. Stone announced the 
results of a mail ballot Mon
day. Oct. 10. The ballot was 
b e tw e e n  E s te p  and  B ob 
B row er,  v ice p res iden t  for 
institutional development at 
M idAmerica Nazarene C o l
lege.

E s te p  b e g a n  h is  new 
assignment Nov. I.

Estep was elected to suc
ceed Paul Skiles, who retired 
from the post as Communica
tions Division director at the 
close of October following a 
career of 34 years at Nazarene 
Headquarters.

Estep had served as Church 
Extension Ministries director 
since 1986. During this same 
p er io d ,  he a lso  se rv e d  as 
d i r e c to r  o f  "T h ru s t  to the 
Cities," an outreach program 
that has been successful in tak
ing the gospel to world-class 
cities around the globe.

More than 4.000 churches 
were planted during Estep 's  
tenure as Church Extension 
Ministries director. In 1989, 
the “ Year of  Church P lan t
ing,” a record 732 churches 
were planted.

The development o f  m in
istries to the peoples of vari
ous cultures in the U.S. and 
Canada has been a high pri
ority  for Estep. His efforts  
led to the creation of ministry 
committees to empower dif
ferent cultural groups. These 
multicultural ministry co m 
m i t te e s  r e c e n t ly  r e f in e d  
strategies for reaching others 
of their culture at the historic 
first Multicultural Ministries 
C o n f e r e n c e  in N a s h v i l le ,  
Tenn.

Prior to 1986, Estep served 
as e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c to r  o f  
enrollment development and 
church relations at Southern 
Nazarene University. Before 
this, he was director o f  Cam
pus Ministries for Nazarene 
Youth Ministries in Kansas 
City. From 1975 to 1979, he 
was director o f  church rela
t io n s  and  a d m is s io n s  fo r  
Trevecca Nazarene College.

Estep has pastored churches 
in Eastern Kentucky and Ten
nessee. Under his leadership, 
three of  those churches were 
honored by the denomination 
for outstanding growth.

In 1993, Estep was desig
nated as a Certified Meeting 
Professional by the Conven
tion Liaison Council. This is 
the highest honor of  profes
s iona l  a c h ie v e m e n t  in the 
meetings industry.

O rda ined  in 1971 on the 
Tennessee District, Estep is a 
graduate of  Trevecca N aza
rene College. Mount Vernon 
Nazarene College conferred 
the doctor o f  divinity degree 
upon him in 1993.

Estep and his wife. Ginger, 
have one daughter. Kim.

Accidents Claim 
Ministers/Spouses
Six Nazarenes recently died in 
the  span  o f  a w eek  in an 
unusual series o f  unrela ted  
traffic accidents in Indiana, 
Illinois, and Kentucky. Three 
o f  the v ic t im s were  re tired  
elders and a fourth was a sec
ond-career licensed minister.

Jack C. Barker, 50, pastor 
of Redkey, Ind.. Church, died 
in R ichmond. Ind.. Oct. 13. 
D ea th  w as the  resu l t  o f  
in ju r ie s  su s ta in e d  w hen  a 
s e m i- t r a c to r - t r a i l e r  hit  his 
vehicle at an intersection. Ser
vices were held  Oct.  17 in 
Alexandria. Ind.

He is survived by his wife 
o f  18 y e a r s ,  C a ro ly n  (nee 
M a r t in ) ;  a d a u g h te r ,  M rs. 
Dwayne (Kelly) Whiteheart; a 
son, Tracy; his parents. Jack

J. Dennis Johnson, 56, has 
been appointed superin ten
dent o f  the Tennessee D is
trict,  accord ing  to General 
S u p e r in te n d e n t  J a m e s  H. 
Diehl. The action was taken 
by Diehl with appro
val o f  the Board of  
General Superin ten
dents and in consul
tation with the T en 
nessee District Advi
sory Council.

He b e g a n  the  
assignment Nov. 1.

J o h n s o n  had  s e rv e d  as 
s e n io r  p a s to r  o f  N a m p a ,  
Idaho ,  F irs t  C h u rch  s ince  
1991. During this time, the 
church increased in morning 
w orsh ip  a t ten d a n ce  by 15 
percent. Previous pastorates

and Maxine; 3 brothers, Jim, 
Dan, and  F red ; 3 s is te r s ,  
Juanita Sterling, Rosetta Fritz, 
and D iane M annera ;  and  2 
grandchildren.

Barker retired in 1992 from 
a 30-year career with Delco- 
Remy, a division of General 
Motors. He was scheduled for 
ordination in 1995.

Carl N. Lee,  77, re t i red  
elder on the Illinois District, 
d ied  Oct. 14 in P ar is ,  III. 
D ea th  w as  the r e su l t  o f  
injuries sustained when a grain 
trailer collided with Lee’s van. 
Services were held Oct. 18.

He is su rv iv ed  by tw o 
daughters, Carol Jeffers and 
Mrs. Ben (Sharon) Nale; a sis
ter, Mrs. Earl (Hazel) Gregory, 
four grandchildren; and five 
g re a t -g ra n d c h i ld re n .  L e e 's  
wife, L orna Jean H ayw ard ,  
passed away last January.

Lee 's  41 years o f  pastoral 
ministry were all served on the 
Illinois District.

Marvin Appleby, 69, Ros- 
alyn Appleby, 68, Coolidge  
G r a n t ,  70 ,  an d  C la r ic e  
( ir a n t ,  68, were all fata lly  
injured in an auto accident in 
Prestonsburg, Ky., Oct. 17. A 
joint funeral service for both

include; Kent, Wash., I 
O v e r l a n d  P a rk ,  Ka 
Sacramento, Calif.. Trii 
D e n a i r ,  C a l i f . ;  and 
B a n o s ,  C a l i f .  He 
ordained on the Central 1 

i f o rn i a  D is t r ic  
1967.

J o h n s o n  e a r  
th e  B .S .  d e g re t  
Texas Technolog 
C o l l e g e  and 
M .Div. and D.IV 
at N a z a re n e  Thi 
logical Seminary, 

and  his w ife ,  Jam ie ,  hr 
two sons, James and Paul.

T h e  a p p o i n tm e n t  w 
prompted by the election 
Talm adge Johnson as S t  
day School Ministries Di 
sion director.

families was held Oct. 21 
Columbia, Ky., Church.

Grant, who pastored on 1 
Kentucky District since 19; 
had been serving as the sc 
ply m in is te r  at Rheber, K 
Appleby, who served all b 
two o f  the last 34 years  
Kentucky, had been suppl 
ing the pulpit at Glens For 
Ky.

Marvin and Rosalyn (nt 
Hendershot) Appleby are su 
v iv ed  by a son, C ha r les ;  
d a u g h te r ,  D iana  S. Beaty 
Rev. Appleby’s two brother; 
E lv in  and  G e o rg e ;  Mrs 
A p p le b y ’s five brothers, H 
H arvey  ( fo rm e r  Tennesse i 
D is t r ic t  s u p e r in te n d e n t )  
Harold, William. George, anc 
J a m e s  H en d e rsh o t ;  M rs  
Appleby’s three sisters, Thel
ma Fix, Lane Lavender, and 
Mary Joan Hendershot; and 
three grandchildren.

Coolidge and Clarice (nee 
Aaron) Grant are survived by 
three sons, Bobby (pastor o f  
A lb a n y ,  K y.,  H ig h w ay  
Church), Douglas, and David; 
Mrs. G ra n t ' s  sister. J a n ice  
Aaron; Rev. Grant’s mother. 
Ruby; and five grandchildren.
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SING TO Hymnals for: Accompaniment, Pulpit, Worship Planning, Home Use

LARGE PRINT, WORDS ONLY EDITION
For those who desire larger print, this volume is a godsend. Il is complete with .ill hymns and read
ings, hut words only. The book is the same size as the pew edition, only slightly thicker. Beautiful 
black binding with gold lettering.
Ideal for: church use, as a large-print pew edition; nursing homes; retirement centers; devotional use; 
,1 beautiful gift fora senior citizen. HHMB-669 $19.95

ACCOMPANISTS’/PULPIT EDITION
This handsome edition is bound by double nonremovable wire rings, in a sturdy black binder. IV/'' x 
12". The contents are the same as the pew edition, but with chord symbols above the music staves. 
The type size is large, and the book lies flat for easy use.

Useful for: accompanists; pulpit; singing around the piano at home; as a large-print, full music edi
tion; rhythm orchestration book for guitar and bass. HHMB-068 $34.95

POCKET EDITION
This handy, personal-size hymnal can be slipped into coat pocket or purse. The contents are the 
same as the pew edition. Size, approximately 4" x (->". Handsome and durable binding; soft black 
buckram. Makes an ideal gift. HHMB-670 $19.95

RESOURCES FOR WORSHIP PLANNING— A Companion to the Hymnal
A rich treasury of hymnal resources for the worship planner. Features include: a concordance to ap
proximately 700 key words; it complete sel of Scripture reference indexes; common tone modula
tion tables for use in compiling medleys. Sturdy sewn binding with kivar cover; (■>" x 9"; 232 pages.

HHMB-671 $19.95

SlN G TO
th eJo r d

R eso u r c es  I

w o r s h i p

PLA N N IN G  i

Order from your Nazarene Publishing House Call Toll-Free: L - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0
M-F 7:30 a .m . TO 6 p .m .

SAT 8 a .m . TO l p .m .
- - i «os_7S3-4071

CENTRAL TIME
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IuU / e , v e  J u s t  
h a d  o u r  h o s t  

y e a r  e v e r !

Here are 1 7 good reasons why:

T H E  UPW ARD CALL
Spiritual Formation and the Holy Life 

I11I08 1 4 I 1 S 166. S 10.9 'i 
leader's  Guide, iih li, 11 S S .9 S

LETTERS DROPT 
FROM GOD

i ih o i i ! t i i t‘i/6 .S/ .9 S

am,-of tar

KuiE
l i i l B i i i

I BELIEVE,
NOW TELL ME WHY

1111081 4 I 1 S182.S4 .9S 
leader's  Guide. jlHOB i l 11 s 171. S 5.9S

A WESLEYAN HOLINESS S 
THEOLOGY
111108 3 113 3133. 

In troductory Price. S ?9.9 S 
Regular Price. S4 7 .9 S

T H E SHIN IN G  LIGHT
H1I0814I 1 S 14\. S8 .9S

CHARLES
WESLEY
MAN Q K  1 
w i t h  W xm  
t h e  r w  
DANCING 

HEART
T. CRICHTO N  M ITCH ELL

CHARLES WESLEY
Man with I lie Dancing Heart 

111108 1411 4496. S 1 6 .9S

Was

n o t / ?
and other questions 

God asks

W.E.MCCUMBER
WAS IT NOT I?

, 1 ml Other Questions (to il,\slts 
HII08M11 1883. S I I .9 S

STORMS PASS. 
SO HANG ON!

111108)411 t8 0 l.S 8 .9 S

A SHADOW  FROM 
T H E HEAT

1111083 411 3138.Sb.9S

LEAD T H E WAY
211 Devotionals fo r  Christian Teens 

1111081 411 4908.S2.2S

AND SOME ARE 
WALKED HOME

Stories o f  Grace 
1111083 411 1/8X. S4 .9S

PATCHWORK
OF

PROGRAMS
FOR WOMEN S MINISTRIES 

NORA „  KAREN 
BURDETT fcw KELLER

A PATCHWORK OF 
PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN'S 

MINISTRIES
111108! I l l  .1771.SI9 .9S

T H E STORY OF GOD
Wesleyan Theology ami 

Biblical Narrative 
1111083 111 4798.S19.9S

CANCER
A Christian's Guide to Coping 

and Caring 
1111083 111 I860. S6 .9S

G O D 'S ANSW ER FOR YOU
Psalms That Speak to Real-life Needs 

IUI083-111 m i . S S . 9 S

HELP! I’M LATE FOR 
SCHOOL AND 1 
CAN’T G ET UP!

1111081 111 49SX. S4 .9 S

LOVE & DATING. AND 
O TH ER NATURAL 

DISASTERS
1111081 111 8030.S4.9S

Nazarene Publishing House thanks you for your support
To order or for a FREE catalog call: S T \

1- 800- 877-0700
BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY ^

And Some 
Are Walked 

Home


