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FEED YOUR SOUL

G o d  on a leash? 
Absurd. And yet, more 
often than not we have 
settled for a tired, 
ordinary sameness in 
our pulpits and our 
congregational life.
Is it any wonder unbe
lievers are so uninterest
ed in the resulting atmo
sphere of mediocrity?
Neil Wiseman believes 
God is yearning to 
unleash His power and 
glory on His children 

and challenges us to seek more of His miraculous 
movement in our lives.
“If you want to know how postmodernism and 
Christianity come together in a working relationship, 
this book will be of help. Wiseman stands in opposition 
to that scientism that has reduced Christianity to 
rationalism, and he gives us an alternative.”

— T o n y  Campolo
T h e  U n t a m e d  G o d
HH083-411-6294............................... $15.99, Hardback

gathering of the 
best of Bob’s writings 
arranged to display his 
talent as a wordsmith 
and to provide an 
intimate glimpse into 
his life.
Included are reflections 
from those he personally 
touched: James Dobson, 
Amy Grant, Gloria 
Gaither, and others.
“In a world of deaf- 
mutes, he was our ears. 
When we were blind to 

the simplest things, he was our eyes. When we reenact
ed Babel with our loud disagreements and petty differ
ences, he spoke softly. And the gentle truth of what he 
whispered rose above the din to call us back to love 
again. He was a hearer, he was a seer, he was a poet.”

—Gloria Gaither
T h e  J o u r n e y  H o m e
HH083-411-6464...................... .$15.99, Hardback
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G O D

here was God?
How could He allow 
such a horrific act of 
violence to touch so 
many innocent people?
Letters exchanged be
tween a young niece and 
her pastor uncle explore 
the age-old question of 
God’s sovereignty versus 
His love.
“Dr Truesdale demon
strates the futility of 
seeking a rational 
explanation for why 

God allows evil and human suffering. With refreshing 
candor, Truesdale leads us to the surprising conclusion 
that God has not revealed His reasons but has revealed 
His solution for evil, the Lord Jesus Christ, especially 
His death and resurrection.”

—Chuck Colson 
I f  G o d  Is  G o d  . . .T h e n  W h y ?
HH083-411-6316 ................................$14.99, Hardback

E asily the world’s most 
well known prayer, it 
has become mere rote to 
many who utter those 
familiar words with 
mindless neglect of their 
deep and profound 
significance.
Veteran pastor and 
author Randal Denny, 
known for his insightful 
biblical illustrations and 
thoughtful stories, takes 
a fresh look at the words 
of our Lord and the 

mysteries His prayer addresses concerning God’s 
omnipotence, His provision for His children, His 
relationship to us, the location of His kingdom, and 
others. Each examination opens new truths that help 
the believer understand more about God’s incredible 
love, might, and generosity to His children.

T h e  K in g d o m , t h e  P o w e r , th e  G l o r y
HH083-411-5964................................$15.99, Hardback
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The editor of Guideposts for Kids is a 
Nazarene on loan to half a million children.

Mary Lou Carney 
Missionary 
to Children

by Priscilla Raue

A
s a teenager, M ary Lou C arney 
had tw o goals. F irst, she w ant
ed to attend O livet Nazarene 
College (now U niversity). 
Next, she desired to be a social 
worker, hoping to “do som e
thing to m ake a difference in 
the w orld.”

Becom ing a teacher w asn’t in her plans, 
in spite o f the fact a teacher can m ake a 
difference in the world o f hundreds o f 
young people. N or did she ever imagine 
starting a magazine that would make her 
influential in the lives of thousands o f 
children every year. Yet God arranged for 
her to do both o f these things.

Today, M ary Lou is the editor o f 
G uideposts fo r  Kids, a m agazine with 
a circulation o f 200,000 and estim ated 
readership o f a h a lf m illion.

Using her cartoon creation, W ally T. 
Turtle, she responds each year to 6,000 
I’ve-got-this-problem  letters, giving their 
young w riters helpful inform ation and 
B ible-based advice.

“M y life today is a joyous exam ple o f 
what can happen when you trust G od,”

L,fORD, IF YOU 
DON’T GIVE ME 
THE JOB, I WILL 

TEAR UP MY 
TEACHING 

CERTIFICATE 
AND WRITE 
FULLTIM E.”

M ary Lou said o f  her success. She laugh
ingly added, "B ut, d o n ’t forget to say I 
w ork hard. M y m other alw ays said, ‘Do 
your best and then rest. But first, be sure 
it’s your b est.’”

W hen M ary Lou learned to read at age 
five, her m other also told her, “From  now 
on you will read tw o chapters a day in 
the B ible .”

“If I d id n ’t report on Saturday that I ’d 
read 12 chapters,” M ary Lou said, “ I was 
sent to my room  to read them . M y sister 
was less than enthusiastic, but I loved it!” 

M ary Lou believes that her m other was 
the w isest person about the B ible she 
ever knew. “I still rem em ber sitting on 
the kitchen stool w hile she m ade huge 
country suppers. I 'd  read a verse and ask, 
‘W hat does it m ean?’ We w ent through 
the King Jam es Bible, 12 chapters a 
week, a verse at a tim e, w ith her exp lain 
ing it to me. T here was no ju s t skim m ing 
through it.”

W hen M ary Lou got older, it was 
natural for her to participate in Bible 
quizzing. The sum m er before quizzing on 
the B ook o f M atthew  in the fall, she read
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P ho to  cou rte sy  o f Guideposts fo r Kids

it through 100 tim es— m em orizing it.
“ I was am azingly poor and w ent to co l

lege truly on faith ,” M ary Lou reports.
‘I 'd  won som e quizzing scholarships, but 

they w eren’t even enough to cover the 
cost o f  m y books.”

N evertheless, because her grades were 
good, M ary Lou received  grants and 
loans enough to  pay her tu ition  the first 
year. H ow ever, to obtain federal funds 
the fo llow ing year, she declared herse lf 
an education major. She w ould becom e a 
teacher.

Follow ing graduation, she and hus
band, Gary, along w ith toddler, Am y Jo, 
and new born son, B rett, m oved to G ary ’s 
hom etow n o f  C hesterton, Indiana. W hile 
M ary Lou taught and raised her family, 
she earned her m aste r’s degree from  Val
paraiso  University.

‘‘W hen I w ent into education, I w or
ried that I d id n ’t have enough patience.
I d id n ’t have enough com passion ,” she 
said. “But, I found I had an abundance 
o f those things w hen I sim ply becam e a 
conduit fo r the H oly Spirit.”

Fellow  teacher, friend, and Sunday

M*iRY LOU 
CARNEY IS 
ANOTHER 

NAZARENE WHO 
IS CHANGING 

OUR WORLD FOR 
THE BETTER.

School teacher, K athy Patterson, de
scribes M ary L ou’s com passion this way: 
“S he’s been endow ed w ith the gift o f g iv 
ing and holds that trust carefully and seri
ously. H er sensitivity to those in need, 
w hatever their age, dem onstrates Christ 
w ithin her. S he’s like hum an dynam ite 
w rapped up in the Spirit o f  C hrist.” 

N oticing M ary L ou’s patience, her ju 
nior high students often asked, “Mrs. 
Carney, w hat is it w ith you? N othing 
seem s to get you dow n.” H er answ er to 
them  was, “T h at’s because I ’m  not really 
in charge o f m y life.”

A severe test and personal struggle to 
affirm  this declaration cam e when a fel
low teacher com m itted suicide. Because 
she was w ell-qualified and free to do so 
at the tim e, she was scheduled to be in
terview ed for the position.

W eeping, M ary Lou described the be
ginning o f the hardest sum m er o f her life: 
“I ’ll never forget that day. D uring my de
votions, I read an article about a wom an 
who was resisting a move. She was angry 
at God because she had to leave every
thing she knew  and loved.

F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 7 3



Mary Lou with Wally the Turtle (daughter Amy Join costume) Phot° courtes»°< Guideposts to r Kids  

and her niece Scarlet at a VBS program at Valparaiso (Indiana)
First Church of the Nazarene.

“H er dog had dug up an old bone h e’d 
buried. She was perplexed w hen he re
fused to let go o f it to take a ju icy  ham  
bone with large scraps o f m eat clinging 
to it, w hich she offered him . She thought, 
H ow  strange that m y dog, who know s I  
love him, c a n ’t p u t dow n w hat he has and  
take the good  thing I  have fo r  him.

“I was angry when I read that because 
I d idn’t w ant God to take aw ay anything 
I had. I ’d w orked and w orked for a teach
ing position like this and d idn’t w ant to 
let go o f the hope o f having it,” M ary 
Lou said. “I did som ething I ’d never ad
vise anyone to do. I got dow n on my 
knees and tried to bargain w ith God.

“I said, ‘If You’ll give me this job , I ’ll 
be the best teacher in the county. I ’ll be 
salt and light, and I ’ll be a w itness for 
You. I love these kids, and I will be such 
a good teacher.’ Then I said, ‘Lord, if  You 
don’t give me the job , I will tear up my 
teaching certificate and write full tim e.’”

In spite o f crushing disappointm ent 
when she w asn’t appointed to the posi
tion, she found she could tell her friends, 
“The decision d idn’t com e from  the su
perintendent, it cam e from  the Lord.”

W riting w asn ’t new to M ary Lou. 
W hile teaching she authored num erous 
m agazine articles as well as B ubble Gum  
and Chalk Dust, a book o f 52 prayer po 
em s for teachers. She also started a devo
tional book for jun io r high kids, featuring 
a Coke bottle-sized guardian angel with

solid gold teeth nam ed H erbekiah (H er
bie).

Septem ber found M ary Lou pleading 
for the L o rd ’s continued  guidance. “ I 
thought m y heart w ould break w hen m y 
friends w ent back to school in the fall. I 
said, ‘Lord, You’ve got to give m e a 
verse because I believe the answ er to any 
problem  can be found in the B ib le .’ ”

G od gave her Jerem iah 29:11, “ ‘For I I 
know  the plans I have for y o u ,’ declares 
the L o r d , ‘plans to p rosper you and not 
to harm  you, plans to g ive you hope and 
a fu tu re’” ( n i v ) .

A fter m ounting that verse above her 
old  portable Sm ith C orona, she set w rit
ing hours for herse lf and was faithful to 
them . D uring the years that fo llow ed, she 
w rote four m ore H erbie the A ngel books, 
as well as Bible K nock K nocks  and O th
er Fun S tu ff  for young people. H er adult 
books include A M onth  o f  M ondays, po 
em s and prayers for hom em akers; H eart 
Cries, prayers o f  biblical w om en; and 
H oosiers in H onduras  (N PH ), about her 
participation in a W ork and W itness trip.
T he latter was a 1986-87 N W M S reading 
book.

In 1993 she received the prestig ious O 
A w ard  from  O livet N azarene University, 
the h ighest form  o f recognition given to

You WILL
NEVER SEE MY 

NAME ON 
ANYTHING THAT 

DOES NOT 
OFFER HOPE.”

The Carneys (I. to r.) Amy Jo, Brett, Gary, 
and Mary Lou, P h o to  c o u rte sy  o f G uideposts for K ids
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an O livet alum nus. T he selection, arrived 
at through alum ni balloting, recognizes 
outstanding achievem ent in w hatever ac 
tiv ities the individual has undertaken 
since graduation.

In spite o f her m any successes, M ary 
Lou still rem em bers the first m agazine 
article she ever sold. “It was for the 
N azarene teach er’s m agazine, The Edge  
(now  Resource).

“W hen I received the check, I w as so 
thrilled  that I told G ary I w asn ’t going to 
cash it. I was going to fram e it. He w ise
ly advised m e to m ake a copy and then 
fram e it.”

Four hard-cover ch ild ren ’s devotional 
books called Faith and  S tu ff  earned M ary 
L ou another opportunity. W hen the 
G uideposts  m anagers w anted to launch 
G uide posts  fo r  Kids, they knocked on the 
door o f  the N azarene gal from  C hester
ton, Indiana. As the ed itor she says her

M a ilRY LOU IS 
A VOICE OF 
HOPE IN A  

WORLD THAT 
GROWS DARKER 

BY THE DAY.

m ission is “to provide kids w ith sound 
advice, coping skills, and hope. You’ll 
never see m y nam e on anything w ritten 
for children that d o esn 't offer them  hope. 
Even though the w orld can be a very 
w icked place for children, I ’m very hope
ful. N ot ignorant, ju st hopeful.”

D on Johnson, director o f  education 
and lay m inistries at the Valparaiso 
C hurch o f the N azarene calls M ary Lou 
“a m issionary to children, a voice o f 
hope in a w orld that grow s grayer by the 
day. But, m ore im portantly, children see 
M ary Lou as a friend w hom  they can 
trust, a friend who w ants to share with 
them  her best Friend, Jesus C hrist.”

How does she see herself?
“As a child— I alw ays see m yself as a 

child, M ary Lou said. “M aybe tha t’s why 
I feel so close to God. I t’s easy, w hen you 
already feel like a child, to realize you’re 
a child o f G od.” *

Busy Lady Ministers Through “Hit and Run” Projects
The demands of Mary 

Lou Carney’s job limit 
her church involvement.

“One of the hardest 
things I had to learn to 
do was say no to some 
church work,” she said. 
“I had to trade doing a 
Bible study for 12 ladies 
for writing things that 
could touch a million 
people. But that wasn’t 
an easy trade. There are 
certain rewards to inter
acting with people in the 
flesh that you don’t get 
by dealing with them on 
paper.”

Nevertheless, she 
manages to participate 
in, or even initiate, nu
merous activities at the 
Valparaiso, Indiana, 
Church of the Nazarene. 
Generally, she says no to 
Sunday morning assign
ments so she can wor
ship with her husband.

“Because I ’m gone so 
much, I’m very jealous 
of Sunday mornings. My 
husband and I need to be 
together as we worship,” 
Mary Lou said.

Rather than volunteer
ing for regular assign
ments, this energetic, 
creative lady opts for 
what she calls “hit and 
run” ministries. She 
loves dressing up and of
ten appears in costume.

“One year in Vacation 
Bible School, we did Su
per Heroes of the Bible. 
My sister-in-law, who’s 
very artistic, made a big 
banner to hang in the 
sanctuary. My husband 
made a huge black Bi
ble, and I came out of it 
every day as a different 
Bible character,” 
she said. “When I did 
Daniel, I came out of it 
in a lion costume and

told the story from the li
on’s point of view.”

Last summer, along 
with niece Scarlet and 
Wally the Turtle (her 
daughter, Amy Jo, in 
costume), she took the 
kids on a “visit” to the 
rain forest.

Mary Lou’s flair for 
style is apparent when 
she dresses in vintage 
outfits, which often in
clude beautiful hats, 
to speak at women’s 
banquets and retreats. 
One can even find her 
dressed this way on a 
workday at her office in 
the Old China Factory in 
Chesterton, Indiana.

Outreach and compas
sionate ministries are 
also important to her. 
She’s helped plan and 
host several local din
ners for bus ministry 
families. When she

heard about needy chil
dren in Haiti, she coordi
nated a Sunday School 
class project to fill shoe 
boxes with items for 
them. And when a pastor 
in Africa wrote that his 
home had been burned 
while he was on an 
evangelistic trip, Mary 
Lou rallied her class to 
donate $800.

An active person, she 
often rides her bicycle to 
work. She also enjoys 
solitary walks along the 
shores of Lake Michigan.

“You cannot stand in 
the midst of nature and 
overestimate your own 
problems.” Mary Lou 
said, “I think, ‘Someone 
who’s controlling all of 
this can certainly take 
care of the fact that I’m 
12 hours late on a dead
line.’” □

—Priscilla Raue
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Late News

Nazarene Evangelists Meet in Indianapolis Church Sanctuary Destroyed by Fire
The annual E v a n g e lis ts ’ 
Gathering for the Church of 
the Nazarene was held in 
Indianapolis, Ind., Decem
ber 9-11, under the 
d irec tio n  o f B ill 
Sullivan, director of 
E v an g e lism  M in
is tr ie s  and the 
Church Growth Di
vision.

Almost 150 evan
gelists and spouses, 
in c lu d in g  7 new 
evangelists, experienced a 
time of renewal and revival, 
according to Nelson Perdue, 
revivalism coordinator for 
Evangelism M inistries and 
the event o rgan izer. The 
p a rtic ip a n ts  rep resen ted  
1,017 years of evangelism

Nelson Perdue

service in the denomination.
G eneral Superintendent 

John A. Knight, the keynote 
speaker, ch a llen g ed  the 

ev a n g e lis ts  to be 
faithful to proclaim 
the message of free
dom  from  sin 
through Jesus Christ 
as the church enters 
the new century.

O th er sp eak ers 
in c lu d ed  D ennis 
K inlaw , fo rm er 

p resident o f A sbury C o l
lege, and Ron Smith, evan
gelist with the Francis As
bury Society. Kinlaw, who 
spoke th ree  tim es, dea lt 
with the role and place of 
the evangelist in the 21st 
century.

Owens Conducts Historic District Assembly
G eneral S u p erin ten d en t N azarene m issionary, ac-
Donald D. Owens conduct
ed the first district assembly 
in Beirut, Lebanon, in 20 
years. Civil war and politi
cal unrest have prohibited 
travel in this M iddle East 
nation  fo r the p ast tw o 
decades. Lindell Browning,

companied Owens and his 
wife, Adeline, on the trip, 
which also included district 
assemblies in Amman, Jor
dan, and Nazareth, Israel, 
as well as a m eeting with 
church leaders in D am as
cus, Syria.

Ministry Opportunities in the Middle East
Two unprecedented oppor
tunities for m inistry have 
opened in the Middle East, 
acco rd in g  to m issio n a ry  
Kay Browning.

A Nazarene pastor in Is
rael has been giving short 
p re sen ta tio n s  abou t the 
Church of the Nazarene to 
Jewish tour groups in Israel. 
Two guides approached the 
pastor and asked permission 
to brings groups into his 
church for these short ses
sions. In the talks the pastor 
gives information about the 
Church of the Nazarene and 
briefly explains the message 
of evangelical Christianity.

A fire in the Flint, Mich., 
C en tra l C hurch  o f the 
Nazarene on December 23, 
1996, caused major damage, 
according to Stephen T. An
thony, superintendent of the 
Eastern M ichigan District. 
Nine fire departm ents and 
over 80 firefighters battled 
the large blaze.

T he cau se  o f the  fire , 
which evidently started near 
the sanctuary, was still un
know n at press tim e. An 
early  new s rep o rt tha t a 
C h ris tm as tree  w as the 
cause is probably false.

No one was in ju red  by 
the fire. Although the sanc
tuary, classroom s, offices, 
and a new children’s center 
are a co m p le te  lo ss, the 
fam ily  life  ce n te r  and

kitchen sustained minimal 
damage. The church com 
p u te r and m any reco rd s  
were rescued.

The congregation, which 
averages m ore than 600, 
worshiped in a high school 
for the first two Sundays af
ter the fire. Offers for use of 
facilities have com e from 
other Nazarene churches in 
Flint as well as from other 
denominations.

Anthony said, “The most 
important thing people can 
do is pray. Pray for G od’s 
w isdom , g u id an ce , and 
strength for Central’s people 
and staff.”

Norman Rickey will con
tinue as interim pastor. The 
p asto ra l search  has been 
temporarily suspended.

Marangu Installed as Vice-Chancellor at 
Africa Nazarene University

Browning says that this is 
significant since Israeli law 
prohibits Christians prosely
tizing Jews.

The Jo rd an ian  g o v ern 
ment passed a law requiring 
all schools to offer a course 
in Christianity for Christian 
students. Previously, Chris
tian students were required 
to take a class in Islam if a 
course in Christianity was 
not included in the school 
curriculum. This new legis
lation will create jobs for 
Christian teachers, and it is 
possible that Nazarenes will 
be able to secure some of 
these positions.

Leah Marangu was official
ly installed as vice-chancel
lor of Africa Nazarene Uni
versity (ANU) on January 7 
in a ce rem ony  held  in 
Nairobi, Kenya. “This was a 
significant event for the uni
v e rs ity  and fr ien d s  in 
Africa,” said Jerry 
Lambert, education 
commissioner.

Marangu, who is 
from Kenya, came 
to the United States 
with her husband,
John, in the early 
1960s to seek higher educa
tion. She earned a bache
lo r ’s d eg ree  from  O liv e t 
N azaren e  U n iv e rs ity  in 
1965. L ater, she ea rned  
m a s te r ’s d eg rees  from  
Northern Illinois University 
and Iowa State University 
(ISU ), and a Ph.D . from  
ISU. While in the U.S., she 
taught at several universi
tie s , in c lu d in g  B righam

Y oung, M ich igan  S ta te , 
Iowa State, and Ohio State. 
M ore re cen tly  she has 
serv ed  as p ro fe sso r and 
chair of the Home Econom
ics department of Kenyatta 
University in Nairobi.

According to General Su
perin tenden t W il
liam J. Prince, the 
Board o f Trustees 
was unanim ous in 
its  se lec tio n  o f 
M arangu  as the 
day-by-day admin
istrator for the only 

no n -U .S .A . lib e ra l arts 
Nazarene university. "Both 
her educational background 
and higher education expe
rience suit her well for this 
key ass ig n m en t in our 
church,” said Prince.

M arangu  is the fo u rth  
v ice -ch an ce llo r o f  ANU, 
following her predecessors 
Mark Moore, Alfred Jones, 
and Martha John.
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Editor’s Choice

Hell Has Been Deleted
WESLEY D. TRACY

L ik e  a  c o m p u t e r  t y p o , hell has been 
deleted. Punishment is out. “Not even 
God can be judgm ental now,” wrote 
Janet Daley in The Daily Telegraphy 
(July 16, 1996) the day after the General 
Synod of the Anglican Church declared 
hell passe. The British journalist was 
not surprised, declaring that the synod 
was simply bringing its “view of the 
next life into line with its policy on this 
one.”

The synod said that “hell” language 
was likely to produce “psychological 
scars,” which Daley said the Anglicans 
were more interested in than “enforcing 
virtues.” Therefore, hell is to be re
placed with the term nothingness.

Surely the medieval metaphors of the 
tortures in hell have been lividly abused 
by poets and preachers trying to scare 
people into being good. For example,

> Francis Quarles wrote:
I see a brimstone sea of boiling 

fire,
And fiends with knotted whips of 

flaming wire,
Torturing poor souls, that gnash 

their teeth in vain.
And gnaw their flame-tormented 

tongues for pain (Emblems 3.14).
* Even Thom as Aquinas in Summa 

Theologica can wax weird. “That the
* saints [in heaven] may enjoy their beati

tude . . . more abundantly they are per-
* mitted to see the punishment of the 

damned in hell.”
It is one thing to tame extrabiblical 

ravings and quite another to abolish hell 
by popular vote.

T

Think of the implications. No one is 
to be held accountable. No one is to be 
punished. No person is to be regarded as 
guilty for abuse, murder, or sexual per
version—it’s merely a matter of envi
ronment, genetic or social.

Daley’s objection in the Telegraph 
was that rather than giving theological 
leadership, the Anglicans were becom
ing a mere reflection of a society that is 
happy enough to erase all consequences 
and penalties. She illustrated her point 
by citing several recent killings in the 
British Isles, all of them crimes against 
children. In the case of a man with a ma
chete descending on a nursery picnic, 
the inquiry was What would make a man 
do such a thing? Daley accuses us of 
forgetting original sin. “We now believe 
that no one—let alone everyone—can be 
naturally bad, but must be propelled into 
badness by unfortunate circumstances. 
. . .  we officially bought the idea that 
men are bom innocent and good.”

Just about every new scast, every 
court case, reinforces 
Daley's claim. Is the in
dulgent church, one 
more time, giving peo
ple whatever they want 
to hear? How sweet to 
hear the robed and holy 
whisper. No punishment, 
no accountability, no 
retribution in this life or 
the next.

Many Christians who 
do believe in original sin 
regard it as a disease for 
which there is no cure. I 
recently went to hear a famous preacher 
at a famous church. He cited the con
tempt that believers might be feeling 
over two local heinous crimes. His plea 
for tolerance was that any one of us in 
the sanctuary, in spite of our redemption, 
might have committed those crimes. Af
ter all, we are all sinners, he explained.

How fashionable in some religious 
circles to brag about how sinful you are. 
Ever since Christianity so eagerly em
braced Jungian psychology, we have

called inward sin our “shadow side.” 
And it would be embarrassing not to 
drag it out and pet it in public every 
now and then. The biblical call to have 
one’s heart cleansed and the sin eradi
cated is ignored. (OK—I know sin is 
not a thing, I’m using a metaphor. When 
the Bible calls sin a root o f bitterness, 
you know that it doesn’t have actual 
wood roots like the hackberry tree in 
your backyard.) So some people go on 
cherishing and nurturing their “shadow 
side” and blaming it for all the havoc 
they cause.

As I was reading Daley’s editorial in 
a M anchester hotel room, the BBC 
news came on and demonstrated just 
how foreign the idea of personal respon
sibility has become. The newscaster 
said with obvious pathos, “Back in a 
moment with the story of two tragic vic
tims of the heat wave.” It had reached 
84 degrees in England, a cold front in 
Phoenix, but a heat wave there. After 
the Wheatabix, commercial we got the

“All in 
please

favor of abolishing hell, 
raise your right hand.”

story. Two 19-year-olds had drowned 
while swimming in a reservoir that was 
clearly  posted “Danger: No Swim
ming.” Victims of the heat wave? Not 
hardly. They were victims of their own 
foolish choices.

“It is the lot of men to die once, and 
after death comes judgment,” according 
to Hebrews 9:27 (n e b ). Do you suppose 
that those folks with the ballots really 
think that hell evaporated because of 
their vote? rq
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The Readers Write

Super and Timely
Your m agazine has supergood, tim ely articles, and 1 have 

especially enjoyed the church’s historical articles. . . .  It’s so 
important that we know about our roots to also appreciate our 
church’s views and doctrine all the more.

The colorful cover for O ctober and the “O ctober M edita
tions” with the full-page autumn photo are tremendous.

Don and Janice Wilson 
Nyssa, Oreg.

THE HERALD OF HOLINESS 
“Discover the Herald!”

Fill out this form and mail today 
to start receiving the Herald of 
Holiness. For faster service, 
call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.
Enter my subscription for

□  One year, $12.00
□  Two years, $23.00
□  Three years, $34.00 

Enter a gift subscription at 
$  f o r  year(s) and send to:

N am e

A ddress

C itv  S ta te /P rov . Z ip

□  B ill m e.

□  E nc lo sed  is m y check  fo r $_____.

To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free
1-800-877-0700.

N am e

A d dress

C itv  S ta te /P rov . Z ip

P hone ( 1

Make checks payable to: Herald of Holiness
The local Church of the Nazarene I attend is

N am e o f  C hurch
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C i t y . S ta te /P ro v .. . Z ip .

If ordering by mail, clip and send to:
The Herald of Holiness

Nazarene Publishing House 
P.O . Box 4 1 9 5 2 7  •  K a n sa s  City, MO 64141

Back to the Herald
Today I read my first H erald o f  H oliness in 12 years. How 

delightful the August ’96 issue is when com pared to the H er
a ld  o f old! Please put me down for a 1-year subscription.

I really enjoyed the News of Religion page where you had 
blurbs about keeping governm ent out o f the church offering 
plates while getting church views and people into the govern
ment. Tough job . It doesn ’t w ork that way in the corporate 
world.

And the m aterial re: pastors and the ir nearly  im possib le 
tasks brought back a lot o f memories.

Lance E. Houghtling.
Talala, Okla.

Rowdy Kids
H aving ju s t fin ished reading M ark G rah am ’s colum n on 

rowdy kids, I say “Right on!”
It seem s that m ost parents desert their kids at the church 

door and leave them to fend for them selves and jo in  in packs. 
W ith no adult supervision, nature takes its course.

How can the kids them selves or people around them get any 
good from  the singing or sermon when everything is bedlam ?

Com e on, parents and pastors. Speak out and take action. 
Parents, have your children sit with you and learn m anners and 
respect for G od’s house.

Som e years ago, a D.S. w as speaking  at my church  and 
stopped in m idserm on to rebuke some rowdy teens. That took 
care o f it!

Philip S. Hammersley 
North Vernon. Ind.

continued on page 34

Boy, you m ust have given your 
guardian angel the slip!
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Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT

Thanks for the Journey
by Jerald D. Johnson

I
t a ll b e g a n  in  a N a z a re n e  
parsonage in C urtis, N ebras
ka. C u rtis , A llian ce , York, 
and S idney are all a part o f 
m y N eb rask a  h eritag e . T he 
c h u rc h  in S id n e y  g av e  m e 
m y first local p re ach e r’s li
cen se  and  the N eb rask a  D istric t, 

m y firs t d is tr ic t license . F o r that 
leg o f  my jou rney  I say, “Thanks, 
N ebraska N azarenes.

The “co llege in the sagebrush ,” 
lo c a te d  in  N a m p a , Id a h o , c h a l 
lenged  m y co m m itm en t to  C hrist 
and m y church. Patient professors 
a n d  f r ie n d ly  s tu d e n ts  a l l  c o n 
tributed to my life even to inviting 
m e to  re tu rn  and  p a s to r  C o lleg e  
C hurch  at a la te r date . T h is , too , 
w as  a s ig n i f ic a n t  a s p e c t  o f  m y 
journey, and to N N C  I say a heart
felt, “Thanks.”

C h u rc h e s  w h e re  I s e r v e d —  
Spokane, W ashington, F irst (as an 
associa te); C oeur d ’A lene, Idaho; 
E ugene , O regon , F irst; San Jose, 
C alifornia, C am brian Park; and the 
already m entioned  N am pa, Idaho, 
C o lleg e  C h u rch — all co n trib u ted  
m ore to m y life than I fear I con
tr ib u te d  to  them . W h a t p rec io u s  
m e m o rie s  I h av e  o f  th e se  g re a t 
congregations. To all o f  them  I say 
a great big, “Thank you.”

M y thanks at th is p o in t should  
include the N orthw est D istrict for 
its c o n f id e n c e  in  re co m m en d in g  
m e for ordination at a very young 
age and to the late G eneral Super

F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 7

in te n d e n t  D . I. V a n d e rp o o l fo r  
p lacing his hands upon m e and set
tin g  m e ap a rt fo r  C h ris tian  m in 
istry. This experience was the m o
tivation to continue the journey  for 
the next 47 years.

T h en  th e re  w as G erm an y , the 
co u n try  th a t becam e the  land  o f  
our adoption. We shall forever be

W h e n  YOU FEEL SO 
OVERWHELMED THAT YOU 

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO 
SAY, “THANK YOU” IS 

ALWAYS APPROPRIATE.

gratefu l to  the general church for 
giv ing us the opportunity  to serve 
in  th a t  g r e a t  c o u n try  a n d  fo r  
a d d in g  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  in  D e n 
m ark, the N etherlands, and across 
the border into Sw itzerland. To the 
p e o p le  o f  th e se  c o u n tr ie s ,  w h o  
h a v e  b e c o m e  l ik e  an  e x te n d e d  
fam ily  and w ho to this day m ake 
us feel so very w elcom e, w ords are 
sim ply  inadequa te  to exp ress my 
deep feelings. Thanks.

A nd then there has been the joy

o f being a part o f the International 
H eadquarters fam ily for alm ost 24 
years. W hat can one say? Kansas 
C ity is a great city, and the people 
w ho  are  em p lo y e d  at 6401 T he 
Paseo ju s t have to be som e o f the 
best to be found anyw here.

M y thanks include the C anadian 
c h u rc h — m ore sp ec if ic a lly , C a l
gary, A lb erta , F irs t C h u rch — for 
sen d in g  o n e  o f  th e ir  f in e s t  to  a 
N a za re n e  c o lle g e  so u th  o f  th e ir  
b o rd e r, w h ere  she ag reed  to  b e 
c o m e  m y w ife .  A ls o ,  i t ’s th e  
C hurch  o f  the N azarene  th a t has 
nourished  our ch ildren , providing 
them  o p p o rtu n itie s  to  serve . F o r 
this A lice and my fam ily jo in  me 
in saying, “Thanks.”

M y journey  has led m e to som e 
co n c lu sio n s. We have (fo r m e at 
leas t)  th e  g re a te s t ch u rch  in  the 
world! O ur people are sim ply un
s u rp a s s e d  b y  a n y  p e o p le  a n y 
w here. I th ink I know, for I have 
m et thousands o f them  in the 100 
d ifferen t coun tries I ’ve been per
m itted to visit. We have a doctrine 
that is w orth  every  effort w e can 
put forth to preserve, and we m ust 
continue to proclaim  it to all peo
p le s  e v e ry w h e re .
M uch  m ore  co u ld  
be said, but suffice 
it to  say, “To all o f 
y o u , m y d e a r  f e l 
lo w  N a z a re n e s ,
T h a n k s f o r  th e  
journey .” ifc



News
Prepared by Herald Staff and the Nazarene News Service

Retired District Superintendents Hold Historic Retreat

The first-ever retreat for retired dis
trict superintendents and their spouses 
was held October 16-19, 1996, on the 
Tennessee District campgrounds.

The purpose of this event was to 
express appreciation to those who 
have served God and the church in 
district leadership roles. The retreat 
was planned and sponsored by two 
district superintendents: Bill Burch, 
A rizona; and Gene Fuller, Central 
Florida. Jack Stone, general secretary, 
represented the denomination and di
rected the sessions.

The participants, which included 38 
couples and two singles, represented

1,643 years of service to the Church 
of the Nazarene.

Milton Parrish, former Kansas City 
District superintendent, said, “It was a 
most enjoyable time o f fellow ship 
w ith co lleagues who have shared  
decades o f experiences in pastoral, 
evangelistic, and adm inistrative re
sponsibilities. The setting was beauti
ful, the food delicious, and the pro
gram  was a m ix tu re  o f fun and 
devotion.”

Fuller said, “It was such a great 
coming together for these men and 
their spouses that we are beginning 
now to plan for the 1998 retreat.”

Estep Prayer Lecture Series 
Held at MVNC
The Lucille Estep Prayer Lecture Se
ries was held during the fall semester 
at Mount Vernon Nazarene College.

This new lecture series is sponsored 
by the Estep family in memory of Lu
cille Estep. One son, Michael R. Es
tep, is the Communications Division 
director at the International Center in 
Kansas City. An
other son, Morton 
Estep, is pastor of 
S outh  C h a r le s 
ton, W.Va., First 
Church.

H aro ld  Ivan 
Sm ith  w as the 
guest speaker for 
the in au g u ra l 
event. Sm ith, an 
adjunct professor at Northern Baptist 
Theological Sem inary in Lom bard, 
111., is a noted expert on single adult 
issues, grief, and spiritual formation.

Sunday School Shows 
Growth
November Sunday School attendance 
in the Church of the Nazarene reflects 
the most significant increase for any 
month so far in 1996, according to 
statistics released by Sunday School 
M inistries. A ttendance is up 6,698 
over last year’s numbers.

Two California districts were at the 
top of the major categories for which 
statistics are kept. Los Angeles gained 
606 in Sunday School over the N o
vem ber 1995 average. Sacram ento 
had a 10.17 percentage increase over 
the same month a year ago.

The top five districts in numerical 
attendance gains were: Los Angeles 
(+606), Sacramento (+534), Chicago 
Central (+486), Intermountain (+464), 
and Metro New York (+452).

The top five districts in percentage 
attendance gains were: Sacram ento 
(+10.17% ), Central Latin A m erica 
(+9.98%), Rocky Mountain (+9.03%), 
Chicago Central (+8.77%), and Metro 
New York (+8.45%).

Missiologists Discuss Missions in U.S. and Canada
A group of Nazarene m issiologists 
met in Kansas City on November 18, 
1996, to discuss plans under study for 
assigning urban missionaries to the 
United States and Canada. Paul Or- 
jala, pioneer missionary to Haiti and 
the firs t d irec to r o f m issio logy  at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary, pre
sented a paper, "The Urban Mission
ary,” which became the basis for dis-

Paul Orjala (standing) presents his ideas at 
missiologist meeting. (Seated, I. to r.) Bill Sul
livan, Randy Beckum, and Fletcher Tink.

cussion throughout the meeting.
G eneral Superin tendent John A. 

Knight suggested that the image of Je
sus weeping over Jerusalem is a mod
el for the urban enterprise of the fu
ture. Bill Sullivan, Church Growth 
Division director, and Louise Bustle, 
World Mission Division director, en
couraged the group to develop new 
definitions of missions and mission
ary assignm ents that em brace the 
whole world.

O rjala described  the m eeting as 
"historic— the first time missiologists 
have met— marking a new era of co
operation in missionary work in the 
Church of the Nazarene.”

Others attending the meeting were: 
Randy Beckum, Ron Benefiel, John 
Calhoun, Chuck Gailey, Kim Lundell, 
Peter Lundell, Tom Nees, Jerry Porter, 
Roy Stults, and Fletcher Tink.
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Servicemembers Retreat Held in GermanyTNU’s Physician Assistant 
Program Renewed
Trevecca Nazarene College (TNU) re
cently announced that its Physician 
Assistant (PA) program has received a 
3 -y ear a c c re d ita tio n . T his is the 
longest accreditation the program has 
received in its 20-year history.

The announcement came following 
a site visit by CAAHEP (Commission 
on Accreditation of Allied Health Pro
grams). According to Dave Lennon, 
PA program director, the commission 
w ill m ake no site  v is its  u n til the 
spring of 1997 and notes that this re
port “is a sign of progress indicating 
that TNU’s Physician Assistant pro
gram  is ach iev ing  its goals and is 
headed in the right direction.”

Since the PA program  started in 
1976, there have been about 300 grad
uates, many of them serving in world 
mission assignments today.

Trevecca’s Physician Assistant pro
gram is the only such program among 
Nazarene colleges and universities, 
and it is the only PA program in the 
state of Tennessee.

Leader Dies
W allace B arry  

W embly Jr., 28, a 
senior at Trevecca 
Nazarene Universi
ty, died November 
4, 1996, o f an in 
cu rab le  type o f 
lymphoma.

“Ace,” as he was 
known in the Trevecca community, 
was a religion m ajor and active in 
cam pus leadership. He sang in the 
A m bassadors, T N U ’s m en 's choir, 
throughout his college years. In 1995 
he received the “Ambassador of the 
Y ear” aw ard , the h ig h est honor a 
member of the choir can receive.

Jan Greathouse, TNU public rela
tions officer, said, “A ce’s Christlike 
demeanor and love endeared him to 
the TNU family.”

Wembly’s funeral was held on No
vember 7 at College Hill Church in 
Nashville.

The annual European Servicem em 
bers R etreat for m ilitary personnel 
was held in Germany in the fall of 
1996. For three days servicemembers, 
along with their spouses and children, 
came together for fellowship and spir
itual renewal.

Jerald D. Johnson, general superin
tendent, was the retreat speaker. Since 
he started the retreats in 1958 while 
serving as a missionary in Germany, it 
was a nostalgic time for him and his 
wife, Alice. They reminded the partic
ipants of the beginning retreats and 
their benefit to servicemembers.

Curt Bowers, Chaplaincy Ministries 
director, said, “This was one of the 
best and most spiritual retreats ever. It 
was due in large part to the anointed 
preaching of Dr. Johnson."

According to Bowers, the altar was 
lined with servicemembers and their 
spouses who were either returning to 
God or deepening their commitment 
to Him. One couple said, “We came 
from England to kneel at a Nazarene 
altar. It’s very lonely there in our re
m ote site , aw ay from  our hom e 
church, and with no British Nazarene 
churches nearby.”

C haplain Bill Stagner, European 
coordinator, is looking for newly as
signed servicemembers, Department 
of Defense civilians, or business per
sonnel who are residing in Europe or 
on their way to Europe. He would like 
to inv ite  them  to the next re trea t 
scheduled for October 13-17, 1997, 
and to help  a ss im ila te  them  into 
Nazarene churches or fellowships.

TNU Student

Church of the Nazarene Seeds Planted in Bulgaria
The first Nazarene congregation has 
yet to be organized in Bulgaria. How
ever, an extension program to train fu
ture church leaders has al
ready begun.

In the fa ll o f 1996,
Howard C ulbertson, fo r
mer missionary and South
ern N azarene U niversity 
professor, taught an inten
sive m issions course in 
S ofia , B u lgaria , to five 
young people who feel a 
call to the Nazarene min
istry.

Chris B ranstetter, an NIVS m is
sionary, is coordinating the program 
for European Nazarene Bible College.

Culbertson (standing) teaching the extension class in Bul
garia. Branstetter is seated to the left of Culbertson.
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NTS Students Learn About Monastic Life

(L. to r„ seated) Linda Bondy, Tammy Berg, Elnor Small, and Pam Hamman; (I. to r„ standing) 
John Bondy, Pavel Horev, Sung-Mun Hwang, Sam Serrage, Brent Kail, and NTS Professor Don 
Whitlock.

Nazarene Theological Seminary stu
dents recently learned about monastic 
life firsthand by praying, talking, and 
breaking bread with the monks and 
sisters in two cloistered communities. 
Professor Don Whitlock and 10 mem
bers of his History and Philosophy of 
Christian Education class journeyed 
to S ain t J o h n ’s A bbey and S ain t 
Benedict’s Monastery in Collegeville, 
Minn., to study, observe, and partici
pate in the Benedictine tradition.

A highlight of the trip was a meet
ing with Dr. Patrick Henry, executive 
director of the Institute for Ecumeni
cal and Cultural Research, which is 
housed on the Saint John’s campus. 
Dr. Henry led the students in a discus-

Church Dedication
More than 300 attended the dedication 
service for the Longview, Tex., First 
Church. General Superintendent Jer
ald Johnson brought the dedicatory 
message, and District Superintendent 
David Nixon offered the prayer of 
dedication. Steven E. Coleman is the 
pastor.

sion about church unity and the part 
the students will play in the religious 
world of the 21st century.

The students attended prayer ser
vices at both monasteries and a ser
vice of the Holy Eucharist. Activities 
included tours of the campuses, a pot
tery studio, and the Hill M onastic 
Manuscript Collection.

Q uiet tim es in p rayer services, 
open dialogue with monks and sisters 
as well as each other, and a new un
derstanding of religious communities 
were listed as positive experiences by 
the students. Pam Hamman expressed 
the feelings o f her fellow  students 
when she said, “This trip has made 
me more ecumenically sensitive.”

New Church in Bahamas
A new Church of the Nazarene was 
organized recently on the Bahamian 
island of Andros, according to John 
Smee, Caribbean Region director. Al
though the Nazarene church has been 
in the Bahamas for 20 years, there 
never has been a church on Andros, 
the largest island.

The new church, which began with 
Bible studies two years ago, was orga
nized with 54 charter members, 53 by 
profession of faith. Doreeka Greene 
was installed as pastor. Their sanctu
ary, nearing completion, is being fi
nanced entirely by the congregation.

Church of the Nazarene 
Enters Pakistan, the 113th 
World Area
The Church of the Nazarene officially 
entered Pakistan on N ovem ber 17, 
1996, making it the 113th world area 
for the church, according to Louie 
Bustle, World Mission Division direc
tor. Over 160 people were in atten
dance for special services on that his
toric day.

G eneral S u perin tenden t D onald 
Owens and Eurasia Region Director 
Franklin Cook had authorized H er
mann Gschwandtner, Nazarene Com
passionate Ministries coordinator for 
Eurasia, to organize a provisional dis
tr ic t and the f irs t  C hurch  o f  the 
Nazarene in Lahore, the capital city.

David Mall of New York had previ
ously held classes to train a group of 
local pastors and leaders. So far 50 
charter members, including 2 pastors, 
have jo in e d  the C hurch  o f the 

Nazarene.
G schw and t

ner said, “I was 
thrilled not on
ly that I could 
w elcom e re 
cen t co n v e rts  
to the church, 
but a lso  that 
they truly want 
to build a Pak

istani church. In the first month of 
their existence, they raised enough 
money to pay the salaries of their two 
pastors.”

Presently about 500 people who de
sire to become Nazarenes are meeting 
in congregations The church has been 
registered with the Pakistani govern
ment for work throughout the entire 
country. Although Pakistan is the sec
o n d -la rg es t M uslim  na tion  in the 
world, the government follows a prin
ciple of noninterference in religious 
matters.

“The potential for the church in 
Pakistan is great,” Bustle said. "We 
are excited about the opportunity of 
reaching the people of this nation for 
Christ.”

Gschwandtner
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Prominent Nazarenes DieSunday School Ministries 
Recommends Women’s 
Magazine
The Sunday School M inistries Divi
sion recommends Women Alive! mag
azine, according to Linda Hardin, di
rector of Women’s Ministries for the 
C hurch  o f the 
Nazarene.

Women A live! 
is a b im on th ly , 
four-color publi
cation designed  
to promote holi
ness in the lives 
of Christian wom
en. The ed ito r,
Aletha Hinthorn, 
is a m em ber of the O verland Park, 
K ans., C hurch  o f  the N azaren e . 
Hinthorn is the author of the Satisfied 
Heart Topical Bible Study Series, re
cently published by Beacon Hill Press 
of Kansas City (NPH).

"Women Alive! What a great maga
zine for women who seek to be alive 
unto God and in touch with a world of 
need,” said Talmadge Johnson, direc
tor of Sunday School M inistries. “I 
am pleased and honored to recom 
mend Women Alive! as a great source 
of encouragement to all who become 
subscribers.”

M ore in form ation  about Women 
Alive! may be obtained by contacting 
Aletha H inthorn at P.O. Box 4683, 
Overland Park, KS 66204. Sample ar
tic le s  m ay be read  on the m ag a
z in e ’s w eb page . T he ad d ress  is 
<http//oz.sun-flower.org/~walive>.

Volcano Erupts in Papua 
New Guinea
There are no known Nazarene injuries 
or deaths as a result of the volcano 
eruption on the island of Manam off 
the north coast of Papua New Guinea, 
according to Verne Ward Jr., mission 
field director for the Church of the 
N azarene. T here are no N azarene 
churches on the island of Manam at 
this time. About 3,000 people were 
evacuated from the island, and one 
village was completely destroyed.

Spurgeon L. Hendrix
Spurgeon L. Hen
d rix , 85, fo rm er 
missionary for the 
C hurch  o f the 
N azaren e , d ied  
December 1, 1996, 
in a Los Angeles- 
area nursing home 
following an extended illness.

Hendrix and his wife, Fae, spent 36 
years as m issionaries to Argentina, 
Cuba, Chile, and Uruguay. Prior to 
mission service, he was a pastor in In
diana for 6 years. He also pastored in 
Oklahoma for 2 years after his retire
ment as a missionary.

Hendrix is survived by his wife, 
Fae, an elder in the Church o f the 
Nazarene; two sons, Ray and Leon; 
one daughter, Norma Brunson; eight 
grandchildren; and five great-grand
children.

Hendrix’s three children are all in
volved in service to the Church of the 
Nazarene. Ray is director of Publica
tions International at the International 
Center; Norma is a missionary cur
rently on leave; and Leon is pastor of 
Santa Ana, Calif., First Church.

The S purgeon  H en d rix es have 
resided at Casa Robles M issionary 
Retirement Center for several years.

W. Raymond McClung
Dr. W. Raymond 
M cClung, retired 
superintendent of 
the Houston Dis
trict, died Novem
ber 17, 1996, at 
the age of 85. 

McClung was a 
graduate of Bethany Peniel College, 
which later became Bethany Nazarene 
College, then Southern Nazarene Uni
versity. His alma mater conferred up
on him the doctor of divinity in 1958.

McClung spent his entire adult life 
in m inistry with the Church of the 
N azaren e . He was p asto r o f  six 
ch u rch es in fou r s ta tes : Ind iana , 
Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas.

McClung became superintendent of 
the H ouston D istric t in 1956 and 
served in that capacity until retirement 
in 1977. He served on various boards 
for the church, including the General 
Board for 9 years; Board of Trustees 
o f SNU fo r 30 years; B oard  o f 
Trustees of Nazarene Bible College 
for 4 years; and Board of Trustees of 
NTS for 4 years.

McClung is survived by his wife, 
G w endolyn; two daugh ters, Faith 
Kline and Ruth Ann; and one son, 
Gilbert. Gwendolyn McClung’s chil
dren from her m arriage to the late 
Dean Galloway, a Nazarene mission
ary, are Ron Galloway and Gwenette 
Bryant. M cClung’s first wife, Erma 
Ruth Gilbert, died in 1977.

J. Robert Mangum
D r. J . R o b e r t  
Mangum Sr., 83, a 
long tim e p h y s i
c ian  in N am pa,
Idaho , d ied  at 
home on Novem 
ber 21, 1996.

As a young 
child, Mangum moved to Nampa with 
his family. Follow ing a three-year 
stint in the military as a flight sur
geon, M angum  returned to Nampa 
and formed the Mangum Clinic with 
his father and brother. Over the years 
he was active in the medical profes
sion, serving at the Samaritan Hospi
tal and at Northwest Nazarene Col
lege as staff physician.

When he retired in 1979, he served 
at N azarene m ission  h o sp ita ls  in 
Papua New Guinea, South Africa, and 
India for several months.

He was a lifetime member of Nam
pa F irst C hurch, serving as board 
member and Sunday School teacher. 
He was a m em ber o f the G eneral 
Board for several years.

Mangum is survived by his wife, 
Corrine; two sons, Bob Jr. and Dave; 
two daughters, P atricia  O rder and 
M ary B rau d rick ; and num erous 
grandchildren and great-grandchil
dren. He was preceded in death by his 
first wife, Lois.

Hinthorn
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Nazarenes Serve in State Legislatures
Larry Campbell

After three terms in 
city government and 
currently the mayor 
o f O la the , K ans., 
Larry Campbell was 
elected to the Kansas 
House of Represen
tatives for the 26th 

D is tric t. C am pbell is a long tim e 
member of Kansas City First Church. 
He travels many weekends each year 
with his contemporary musical group, 
Larry Campbell and Friends.

Roger Bush
R oger B ush was 
elected to the Wash
ington state legisla
ture to represent the 
Second District. He 
was sworn into of
fice in January.

Bush, a fifth grade school teacher 
for the past 12 years, is an ordained 
elder on the Washington Pacific Dis
trict. He and his wife, Cheryl, are ac
tive members of the Puyallup Church 
of the Nazarene, according to Leslie 
Parrott, senior pastor.

Joyce McDonald
Joyce M cD onald  
was elected  by the 
citizens of the 25th 
District in Washing
ton to the state legis
lature. Bom in Scot
land, she immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1973. 

She has been very involved in com
munity and governmental affairs in 
her adopted country. She also is an 
ac tiv e  and loyal m em ber o f  the 
Puyallup Church, according to the 
pastor.

Ethel Harding
E thel H ard ing , 
s ta te  sen a to r in 
Montana, decided 
to step down after 
serving 12 years.
“ I t ’s been fu n ,”
Harding said, “but 
that’s long enough 
for me.” Prior to 
her years in state government, she was 
the county clerk and recorder.

Harding, an active member of the 
Pablo Church of the Nazarene, wish
es to spend more time working in her 
local church. Besides serving as Sun
day School superintendent, she is in
volved in the weekly Caravan pro
g ram , w h ich  is her f irs t  love. 
According to her pastor, Jim Perry, 
she loves working with children. She 
also wants to be free to participate in 
Work and Witness trips.

m

c A  C r m t m N m  C o R e c d m f r m M & m

‘I r d ig jM ' V d c &

Contemporary and Traditional Favorites
A r r a n g e d  b y  L l o y d  L a r s o n  

Here is a library of unforgettable songs to make sopranos and tenors 
rejoice! You’ll find a great selection of contemporary artist favorites, 
time-honored hymns, spirituals, and classics among the 52 songs, 
arranged specifically for the high voice soloist. Includes interesting, 
creative keyboard accompaniments. Titles include:

How Beautiful 
He Loved Me with 

a Cross 
Field o f Souis 
A Name I Highly 

Treasure 
I S tand in Awe

Not Too Far from  
Here 

The Great D ivide 
Crucified with Christ 
God Will M ake a 

Way 
It Was Enough 
A ll in the Name o f 

Jesus

H e’s Been Faithful 
Deep River 
I Surrender A ll 
Be Ye Glad 
A ll Is Well 
Be Strong and Take 

Courage 
0 1 Want to Know  

You More

Ten Thousand 
Angels 

Shine on Us 
Thank You 
Gesu Bambino 
and 30 more

$19.99

To Order Call: 1-800-877-0700

HHM B-733 Book
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Devotion and Duty in Deuteronomy

The Cost and the 
Grace of Love

ROGER L. HAHN

Roger L. Hahn is professor o f New Testa
ment at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

And circumcise the foreskin o f your 
heart and do not stiffen your neck again 
(Deuteronomy 10:16).*
And the Lord your God will circumcise 
your heart and the heart o f your descen
dants so that you will love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul-life in order that you may live 
(Deuteronomy 30:6).*

L o v e  is b ig  b u s in e s s  in  F e b r u a r y  with 
the commercialization of Valentine’s 
Day. Love is also of major importance 
to the Christian faith since Jesus defined 
the two great commandments as love of 
God and love of neighbor. John Wes
ley’s definition of holiness in terms of 
Jesus’ two great commandments makes 
love central to Wesleyan theology.

As important as love is to most Chris
tians, we expect to find our scriptural 
instruction in love in the New Testa
ment. However, the Old Testament, in 
general, and Deuteronomy, in particular, 
also give considerable attention to love. 
Deuteronomy links love to the concept 
of the “circumcision of the heart" in a 
way that is both interesting and instruc
tive for Christians.

Deuteronomy mentions circumcision 
of the heart twice, first in 10:16 and then 
in 30:6. Circumcision had been a reli
gious rite in the Old Testament from the 
time of Abraham on. We also know that

other nations, both Semitic and non-Se- 
mitic, practiced circumcision. For Israel 
it marked the entry of the newborn son 
into the community of the covenant peo
ple. Other symbolism was also present. 
Circumcision signified purification and 
dedication to God. The idea of a circum
cised heart appears in Leviticus 26:41; 
Jeremiah 4:4; 9:26; and Ezekiel 44:9 as 
well as in the two passages in Deuterono
my. These passages suggest that a cir
cumcised heart is humble and open to the 
work of God’s grace in one’s life. A cir
cumcised heart will reflect godly quali
ties and will take seriously the responsi
bilities of being part of God’s covenant 
people. The Old Testament seems to use 
the metaphor of circumcision of the heart 
as a synonym for holiness.

Given the equation of a circumcised 
heart and holiness, the two references to 
it in Deuteronomy are quite instructive. 
Deuteronomy 10:16 commands the Is
raelites to circumcise their hearts. It is a 
call to purity and consecra
tion. It is a demand that re- 
quires responsible obedi
ence regardless of how 
daunting this high standard 
of holiness may be. From 
Deuteronomy 10:16 it ap
pears that circumcision of 
the heart is the believer's 
responsibility. “Do it or 
else suffer the conse
quences.” However,
Deuteronomy 30:6 is a 
promise, “The Lord your God will cir
cumcise your heart.” Here purity and 
belonging to the covenant community 
are gifts of God’s grace.

Is circumcision of the heart a human 
discipline or a gift of grace? Is holiness 
the product of human consecration or of 
divine cleansing? Deuteronomy beauti
fully answers, “Both!” Human effort 
alone will never produce purity, but nei
ther does God impose holiness upon us 
without our seeking and our obedience.

And love is the link that connects the 
command to circumcise our own hearts 
and the promise that God will do the 
work in us!

Deuteronomy 10:15, the verse prior 
to the command, declares that God had 
set His heart on Israel in love. God’s 
love extended toward us is the grace 
that makes it possible for us to obey the 
command. Deuteronomy 30:6 describes 
the result of God’s circumcising of our 
hearts to be our wholehearted love of 
God. The promise of a circumcised 
heart is the basis for the command to 
love God with all our heart. God’s love 
for us is the promise that empowers us 
to obey the command of holiness. God’s 
sanctifying work in our lives enables us 
to love Him as we ought.

In the Old Testament physical circum
cision was the mark of the identity of 
God’s people. By the intertestamental pe
riod Judaism had discovered the high 
cost of being marked for God. After 
Alexander the Great had conquered 
Jerusalem, the Jewish practice of circum
cision was treated with contempt and dis
gust. Jews who were faithful to God’s 
commands found themselves excluded 
from valuable social and economic bene
fits. Like the love it demands and pro
duces, holiness is always costly but is 
never a poor investment. The grace, the 
promises, and the sanctifying power of 
God more than compensate for the cost.

Holiness is always costly but is 
never a poor investment.

For further study: (1) Study Romans 
2:25-29. How does Paul’s treatment of 
circumcision o f the heart relate to the 
teaching o f Deuteronomy? (2) Study 
Philippians 3:3-11. What evidence do 
those verses provide that Paul was re
ferring to circumcision o f the heart in 
verse 3? (3) Write a brief prayer com
mitting yourself to the purity o f a cir
cumcised heart and asking God tofulfdl 
His promise to do the work in you.
'Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation.
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A Grandmother Speaks 
Against Abortion

T
h e  p h o n e  s h r i l le d  th a t 
d reary  w in ter day. I an 
s w e re d . O u r  d a u g h te r  
and her husband w ere on 
the o ther end o f  the line. 
“You have a new grand
s o n — n in e  p o u n d s , s ix  
o u n c e s . W e n a m e d  h im  J e r r y ,” 

they announced excitedly.
A baby boy had been born that 

m orning; not to them , but to an un 
w ed co lleg e  girl in an o th er state. 
F ive days la te r o u r d au g h te r and 
son-in-law  held Jerry in their arms. 
Two m onths after that the adoption 
was finalized. Jerry  w as a part o f 
our family.

W h a t w o u ld  I h av e  m isse d  i f  
J e r ry ’s b irth  m o th er had  ab o rted  
h im ? I scanned  the six years that 
I ’ve know n him.

♦  I ’d have m issed rocking  him  
to sleep w hen he was three w eeks 
old. (T he bond ing  began  the m o
m ent I saw him .)

♦  I ’d h av e  m isse d  see in g  m y 
pastor-husband dedicate him  to the 
L ord w hen Jerry was tw o m onths 
old. (I ’m glad his parents w ant to 
raise him  in a C hristian hom e.)

♦  I ’d have m issed his voice say
ing, “Hi, G ram m y,” as he gives me 
a big hug. (We live nearby and see 
him  often.)

♦  I ’d h a v e  m is s e d  h is  a le r t  
m ind. “L isten, that bird is singing

‘Jesus Loves M e,” ’ he said. (Sure 
enough, it w as ch irp ing  the four- 
note m elody!)

♦  I ’d have m issed hearing him  
p r a c t ic e  h is  C h r is tm a s  p ie c e ,  
“T han k  you fo r the Baby Jesu s.” 
( I ’m th a n k f u l ,  to o , th a t  M a ry  
d id n ’t abort her  baby.)

♦  I ’d have m issed his first Bible 
m em ory verse, “Jesus w ept.” (He 
sa id  “ J e su s  w e t,” b u t w e k n ew  
w hat he m eant.)

♦  I ’d have m issed playing cro
q u e t w ith  a fo u r-y ea r-o ld . (H ow  
m any balls have I rescued from  the 
bushes?)

♦  I ’d have m issed hearing him  
read from  the B ible that we gave 
him  last C hristm as. (He insists on 
reading straight through. H ave you 
ever listened to a first grader strug
gling through G enesis?)

I thought o f  Jerry ’s first m em ory 
verse, “Jesus w ept,” in the context 
o f  to d ay ’s “abortion on dem and .” 
Je su s  w ep t o v e r  J e ru sa le m , b u t 
how  m uch  m ore H e m ust g rieve 
over our land. It undoubtedly tears 
His heart w hen He sees the suction 
a s p ir a to r s  te a r  a p a r t  th o se  tin y  
bones and tissue. (That could have 
happened  to Jerry.) I believe that 
our L ord  suffers w hen the saline 
in jection  causes the little  ones to 
su ffer and die. A nd now  “partia l 
birth” abortion! Surely H e w eeps.

Babies are His m asterpiece. R ead 
again  the descrip tion  King D avid 
gives in Psalm 139:

For it was you who form ed my 
inw ard parts; 

you knit me together in my 
m other’s womb.

I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
w onderfully made. 

W onderful are your works; 
that I know  very well.

My fram e was not hidden from 
you,

when I was being m ade in secret, 
intricately w oven in the depths o f 

the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unform ed 

substance.
In your book were written 

all the days that were form ed for 
me,

when none o f them  as yet existed 
(Psalm  139:13-16, n r s v ) .

I w ill probably never know  the 
nam e o f  the  y o u n g  w om an  w ho 
gave Jerry up for adoption. I don’t 
know her age or her fam ily situa
t io n ,  b u t I th a n k  G o d  th a t  sh e  
loved her baby enough to give him 
life instead  o f death . T h a t’s why 
I ’m against abortion. I can ’t im ag
ine life w ithout Jerry. ^

F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 7 17



Creative B rooding

Jesus at Dupont 
Circle

D ean  N elson teaches journalism at Point 
Loma Nazarene College.

J e s u s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  Dupont Cir
cle in Washington, D.C., recently. It 
happened like this: I was in the na
tion’s capital with a bunch of jour
nalism students from my school at
tending a National College Media 
convention. We were all staying at 
the Washington Hilton, famous not 
for its accommodations or food 
(both below average), but for being 
the site of John Hinckley’s assassi
nation attempt on then-President 
Ronald Reagan.

On a wintry Saturday night, the 
students and I walked through the 
same famous door of the hotel and 
out to the streets in search of dinner. 
Nothing seemed open, so we kept 
walking, through Dupont Circle, a 
major subway stop. It is also a major 
homeless person stop and a major 
drug trafficking stop. Several people 
asked us for food, coffee, and m on
ey. As instructed by the convention 
organizers, we huddled together, 
didn’t establish eye contact with the 
locals, and proceeded on in search 
of dinner.

We found a Chinese restaurant, 
ordered our food, and had a delight
ful time of being indoors, eating our

fill, and swapping stories about the 
convention.

The dinners were served in clos- 
able Styrofoam containers, and all 
o f us had a lot of food left over. J. J. 
Tamura, one of the students, pro
duced a plastic grocery bag from her 
purse, closed the lids on the plates, 
and put them in the bag. I assumed 
she was being polite and taking 
them to the trash can.

Instead, on the way back through 
Dupont Circle, she opened the bag 
and handed out meals to people on 
the street. We had paid for the food, 
eaten our fill, and with excess, fed 
some hungry men and women.

1 was dumbfounded.
Not because J. J .’s actions sur

prised me. They were quite consis
tent with her character. What both
ered me was that 1 hadn’t thought of 
it first. Or ever.

A few months later I 
helped organize a W rit
ers Symposium at my 
school. There were box 
lunches left over. Previ
ously I would have taken 
the 50 or so lunches and 
thrown them in the trash.
They were paid for. Ex
cess. No good to anyone.

This time I put them in 
a box and had them 
handed out in nearby Ocean Beach, 
our equivalent of Dupont Circle.

1 told this to the Sunday School 
class I teach. The next Saturday was 
W omen’s Day on campus. One of 
the organizers, part of that class, 
saw how much food was left over. 
The helpers brought the garbage 
cans. Instead, she brought her car 
around, loaded the food into the 
trunk, and took it to Ocean Beach.

Paid-for overflow.

The critics will say that we are 
perpetuating a class of beggars. If 
the residents of Dupont Circle and 
Ocean Beach would get jobs, they 
w ouldn’t need to beg and put them 
selves in the danger of living on the 
street. Republicans and Democrats 
are paralyzed by that argument.

I’m not smart enough to get into 
that debate. All I know is that I saw 
Jesus in Dupont Circle, using our 
leftovers for society’s leftovers.
Now H e’s in Ocean Beach too.

Editor’s Note:
Dean Nelson has been writing for the 

Church o f the Nazarene most o f his life. 
Rem em ber H a lf Nelson?  You may re
m em ber his face on our Decem ber cov
er. Dean also writes for the New  York 
Times, Boston Globe, and other periodi
cals. He writes books, too, his most re
cent being New F ather's Survival

Guide. He teaches journalism  at PLNC 
by m odeling as well as by more tradi
tional m ethods.

He begins a new colum n for us this 
month because he is a gifted w riter (and 
a friend of the editor). He needs help 
with a name for his column. A fter I 
turned thumbs down on “A in 't M isbe- 
havin” ’ he cam e up with “Creative 
Brooding.” If you can improve on that, 
let him know.

— W DT 
hi

What bothered me was that 
I hadn’t thought of it first. 
Or ever.

DEAN NELSON
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Over

Paper Tale
C. ELLEN WATTS

C. Ellen Watts is a freelance writer living in 
Nampa, Idaho.

I ’ve  discovered  w h y  folks begin 
longing for heaven the minute ill
ness or pain forces the focus toward 
the physical. It’s the paperwork.

Dr. A, of course, has seen us 
through flu shots and allergies, in- 
grown toenails, and cholesterol. 
Anymore, paperwork for his office 
begins and ends with a signed check.

This time, the problem being be
yond Dr. A’s expertise, we made an 
appointment with Dr. B, who 
promptly gave us one blue, one 
pink, two yellow, and two white 
forms to fill out.

That paperwork could have been 
worse. All we had to remember was 
what my spouse had been up to 20 
years ago on the day his problem be
gan, how many times, and in what 
ways he had since been bothered. 
Stuff like that. Six pages to be exact. 
No, make that four. Two had to do 
with vitals like where to send the bill.

Dr. B prodded, X-rayed, pre
scribed a relaxant, and sent him to 
Hospital No. 1 for further procedure. 
Arriving 10 minutes before appoint
ment time, we fought for comfort 
(for him) on a waiting room couch 
for more than an hour. About the

time the second relaxant kicked in, 
the woman in charge produced sev
eral papers and curtly instructed him 
to “fill these out.”

Leaning heavily against the chest- 
high counter, my high school sweet
heart tried; he really did. I offered to 
help, but he gave me a loopy stare 
and mumbled something to the 
woman, who stabbed at page 1 with 
a mauve-tipped finger, saying tartly, 
“That should have been on this 
line.”

W hile my spouse collapsed in the 
closest chair, I crossed out some 
lines, added others, scratched a wob
bly “X” from the box beside “sin
gle,” and removed our old Pocatello 
zip code from the tail end of our 
telephone number.

“Fill these out and take them 
along,” warbled Dr. B when the pro
cedure results indicated a need to see 
Dr. C. By then, the ef
fects of the relaxant had 
worn off, and the patient 
struggling for patience 
was able to legibly and 
correctly write down an
swers to questions he had 
already answered both 
for Dr. B and Mauve Fin
gernails.

Ten miles away, the 
redhead commandeering 
the new desk at Dr. C ’s office ac
cepted the carefully completed pages 
and served my beloved with more.

Having followed instructions to 
arrive 15 minutes prior to appoint
ment time, and having waited 5 min
utes before the unexpected paper ex
change, he barely made it through 
the seventh page before being sum
moned to Dr. C ’s inner sanctum.

“But I still have five pages to go

The redhead shrugged, “No prob
lem.”

As my partner in life followed Dr. 
C ’s nurse, I fumed a little. If incom
plete paperwork presented no prob
lem, then why . .  . ?

The redhead wore rubber-soled 
hikers, had access to a fax, and Dr. 
D ’s office was but two doors away. 
One would have thought two doctors 
sharing a common department could 
have divvied up the forms. But no.

Dr. D ’s papers, delivered by a 
buxom matron wearing a smock 
covered with miniature hot-air bal
loons, proved identical to the ones 
my spouse had failed to complete for 
Dr. C. Later, as we were about to 
leave, she handed him two more.

“Fill these out so you won’t have 
to deal with paperwork at the hospi
tal,” she said.

Hospital No. 2’s outpatient wait
ing room was filled with reluctant 
scribes filling out endless forms.

We waited until all personnel hav
ing clip-on I.D. had their backs 
turned, dropped our papers on the 
counter, and hid behind a couple of 
last year’s magazines.

“Sir, if you’ll please fill these out 
before we take you on back. . .  .” 

One repeat hospital trip, a ream or 
so of paper, another doctor and a 
therapist later, it occurred to us that, 
like Dr. A, who knows us well, the 
Great Physician requires no paper
work. All that’s required for heaven 
is to know Him. No wonder ailing 
folks tend to hanker. ^

The Great Physician requires no 
paperwork.
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Words of Faith

Assurance
ROB L. STAPLES

teaching the Christian faith as a pastor 
and as a professor at Southern Nazarene 
University and Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

C a n  w e  k n o w  f o r  s u r e  that we are 
saved? Answering that question is 
what the doctrine of assurance is all 
about. Wesleyan theology has devel
oped that doctrine more adequately 
than many other religious traditions.

In Catholicism, assurance is often 
temporary. After making confession 
and receiving absolution from the 
priest, one has great assurance. But in 
ensuing days, as more sins accumu
late, assurance diminishes until the 
next absolution.

In Calvinism, with its doctrine of 
unconditional election, those whom 
God has eternally elected to salvation 
have absolute assurance. But there is a 
hitch: In this life, not even the devout 
Calvinist can be completely certain 
that he or she is among the elect. To 
decide it on the basis of morality, 
good works, or feelings would be to 
put one’s trust in self instead of God. 
According to this idea, only when we 
land safely in heaven will we know 
for sure that we were elected.

So both Catholicism and Calvinism 
fall short in the kind of assurance they 
offer. By contrast, John Wesley taught 
that one who was saved could know it

now, with certainty.
Early in his ministry, Wesley had 

relied on good works. In 1735 he 
sailed to America to preach to the In
dians in Georgia, “in the hopes,” he 
said, “of saving my own soul.” After 
more than two years of failure and 
disappointment, he returned to En
gland, writing in his Journal: “I want 
that faith which none can have with
out knowing that he hath it” (Wesley’s 
Works, 1:77).

Back in London, on May 24, 1738, 
he attended a meeting in Aldersgate 
Street, where, he tells us: “About a 
quarter before nine . . .  I felt my heart 
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone for salvation: And 
an assurance was given me, that he 
had taken away my sins, even mine, 
and saved me from the law of sin and 
death” (Works, 1:103).

Later, Wesley developed his under
standing of the Spirit’s witness. He di
vides it into two parts— 
the direct witness and the 
indirect witness.

The direct witness is 
“an inward impression on 
the soul, whereby the 
Spirit of God directly wit
nesses to my spirit, that I 
am a child of God; that Je
sus Christ hath loved me 
and given Himself for me; 
and that all my sins are 
blotted out, and I, even I, 
am reconciled to God” (Works,
5:115).

The direct witness, then, is some
thing inward and subjective. The indi
rect witness is outward, relating to the 
evidence of a change in one’s life. It 
involves the awareness of a change 
from darkness to light, a life produc
ing the fruit of the Spirit, and a love 
for God that motivates one to keep 
His commandments.

It is important to keep these two in

balance. One should not rely solely on 
the direct witness. This would lead to 
a subjective reliance on inner feeling. 
Neither should one rely solely on the 
indirect witness, which would result 
in Pharisaism, or works righteousness. 
Both are important, and they must 
compliment each other.

At first Wesley thought every be
liever would always have assurance. 
But he came to see that a sense of 
having received forgiveness could not 
be a condition of receiving it. One 
might be saved without at first enjoy
ing assurance, although he believed 
assurance would follow. He saw that 
even the best of Christians are some
times buffeted with doubts. Late in his 
ministry, he wrote in a letter to 
Melville Horne: “When fifty years 
ago my brother Charles and I, in the 
simplicity of our hearts, told the good 
people of England that unless they 
knew their sins were forgiven, they 
were under the wrath and curse of 
God, I marvel, they did not stone us!” 
(Sugden, The Standard Sermons o f 
John Wesley, l:82n).

The important thing is to place our 
trust in God’s justifying grace, regard
less of feelings. It is our further privi
lege to know, by the Spirit’s witness,

that we are justified. But how we 
know it, we could probably never ex
plain, at least not to one who does not 
have it.

But this we believe: Assurance is 
not something that depends on priest
ly absolution. It is the Spirit who 
“bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God” (Romans 8:16, 
n k j v ). Nor is it something we receive 
for certain only after we die; it is a 
gift for this present life. ^

Can we know, really know, that 
our sins are forgiven?
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I t  is in the crib nursery—the baby’s first experience 
with church—that our veiy youngest attendees have the 
opportunity to develop a first love for God. It’s a place of 
first impressions.

But not just for babies. Young parents also gather 
first—and lasting—impressions about a church from 
the care and facilities that are dedicated to their little 
ones.

Did you know that babies learn more rapidly 
than at any other time in life? Sadly, too many churches 
fail to take advantage of this important time to learn.
While babies observe nearly every important activity in 
life, they are often isolated from worship and Christian 
education. As a result, too many babies only hear the names of God or Jesus spoken in anger. Like all other 
important activities in life, infants need to see and hear adults worship God.

WordAction, a pioneer in publishing curriculum for the youngest members of your congregation— 
and their parents—has a revolutionary curriculum: WordAction Early Childhood Level A. It is edited by 
Lynda Boardman, who only a few years earlier ventured into uncharted territory by creating a curriculum 
for one year-olds. Now virtually every reputable publisher has material for this age level.

WordAction is again leading the way by pioneering curriculum for children from birth to age one. 
You can transform your nursery from a holding tank to a total learning experience with Early Childhood 
Level A. The goal is not to fill babies with facts, hut to allow them to observe loving, caring adults worship 
God. The children enjoy colorful visuals and interactive activities. They hear about and feel God’s love ex
pressed through adults who intentionally involve babies in worship. And parents know the nursery envi
ronment is safe, warm, and an authentic place of worship with monthly newsletters.

Because first impressions are lasting impressions, don’t waste your babies’ fastest learning years! 
Experience WordAction Level A for yourself and the little ones you care about.

—Rev. Mark A. York 
Children’s Ministries Executive Editor

EUtST IMPRESSIONS 
AND THE NURSERY

For a FREE WordAction catalog  
call NPH at

1-800-877-0700



Christian Moralitj
by Tim Keller, pastor 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City
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“ When the Joint (MHons are being deslwyed, 
wliai can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3 , n iv )



n an Amoral Age

I
 was in the midst of a series on the 

seven deadly sins, and today it was 
time to talk about lust. A difficult 
subject for any pastor, but preach
ing in the middle of Manhattan, to 
a group composed roughly equally 
of non Christians, new Christians, 

and renewing Christians, poses an even 
greater problem.

Although we meet in a large auditori 
um, certain faces were easy to pick out. 
There was Phoebe, whose red rimmed 
eyes still bore testimony to her week of 
crying.

Her boyfriend had broken up with her 
when he discovered she had been sleeping 
with another man and another woman, in 
a menage a trois. She told me, “But what 
we have is so beautiful. How can it be 
wrong?”

Laurel’s face was a complete contrast—a 
new Christian, she was eager as a puppy. 
This week she and her hushand had 
brought her former lesbian lover and the 
woman’s current partner to church, promis
ing, “It’s really different—you’ll see!”

Further back was Fred. He had been 
brought up attending church and Christian 
schools, but he moved to New York to get 
away from family and friends. “I couldn’t 
breathe with all their rules and expecta
tions about how I should live, who I should 
date, whether I could go to an R-rated movie 
or not. I had to get away somewhere where 
no one knew me and I could live however I 
wanted.” Fred’s freedom hadn’t turned out 
as well as he had hoped, however, and now 
he was depressed and angry.

G re g o ry  B uske/S IS
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They had all been in my office 
that week, and now their eyes were 
tu rn e d  e x p e c ta n t ly  to w a rd  m e. 
W h at co u ld  I say  th a t w o u ld  be 
helpful, com passionate, and, above 
all, faithful to the W ord o f God?
Understanding Our Amoral Age

T he co n tem p o rary  p reach e r o f  
orthodox C hristianity faces an un
p re c e d e n te d  d ile m m a . D e sp ite  
w hat you w ould th ink  from  a ca 
sual p e ru sa l o f  any  v id eo  s to re , 
b o oksto re , o r m agazine  rack , we 
do n o t liv e  in an im m o ra l s o c i
ety— one in w hich right and wrong 
are clearly  understood and w rong 
behavior is chosen. We live in an 
a m o ra l  s o c ie ty — “ r ig h t” an d  
“w ro n g ” are ca tegories 
with no universal m ean
in g . E v e ry o n e  “ d o e s  
w h a t is r ig h t in  h is  o r 
her own eyes.”

A n a m o ra l ag e  p r e 
s e n ts  a p ro b le m  fo r  
p r e a c h e r s  w h o  w a n t 
to  e x p o u n d  f a i th fu l ly  
G o d ’s W ord  on e th ic s , 
morality, and behavior.

E arlier in this century, 
skeptics re jec ted  C hristian ity  b e 
c a u se  it w a s n ’t tru e — th ey  sa id  
“m iracles cannot be.” Today, skep
tics re jec t C h ristian ity  because it 
even claim s to be true— “absolutes 
cannot be.”

M odernity  (the m ind-set o f the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries) 
said that m oral absolutes could be 
d iscovered only by hum an reason 
and research . P ostm odern ity  now  
says there are no m oral absolutes 
to discover.

H ow  did we get to th is? In the 
’50s and ’60s, the existentialism  o f 
Cam us and Sartre began to collapse 
confidence in reason and progress 
by teaching that truth and morality 
were com pletely relative and ind i
vidually constructed. Today’s post
m o d e rn ity  (a ls o  led  by  F re n c h  
thinkers, such as Derrida and Fou
cault) teaches that truth and m orali
ty  a re  s o c ia l ly  c o n s tru c te d  by 
groups. In short: No set o f cultural 
beliefs can claim  logical superiority 
over another set because all beliefs 
are m otivated  by subjective in ter

ests. C laim s o f objective truth are 
really just a pow er play.

Once, C hristian m oral absolutes 
w ere seen as sim ply narrow  or old- 
fashioned. But today they are seen 
as oppressive and even violent.

In A m erica this am oral society  
is only now arriving in its fullness. 
B aby  b o o m ers  w ere  su p p o sed ly  
the first relativistic generation, but 
m ost boom ers were raised in trad i
tional re lig io n . T he nex t g en e ra 
tio n  is m a k in g  th e  sea  c h a n g e . 
T h e ir  u n d e rs ta n d in g  is th e  new  
hard relativism  o f identity politics.

In such a new  and confusing sit
uation, w hat is a C hristian preach
er to say?

Truth, Not Pragmatism
I have found we m ust guide our 

preaching betw een tw o dangers—  
pragm atism  and m oralism — if the 
C hristian m essage is to be under
standable to today ’s hearers.

The first danger is pragm atism . I 
th in k  o f  Jo sep h , one o f  o u r firs t 
and  m o st e n th u s ia s tic  new  c o n 
verts. Joe announced his new  alle
giance to C hrist to his em ployees 
and  d ec ree d  th a t h e n c e fo r th  the  
c o m p a n y ’s b u s in e s s  p r a c t i c e s  
w ould conform  to C hristian m oral
ity. A t a M adison Avenue advertis
ing agency, this was a courageous 
and potentially  suicidal choice. No 
m ore lying to clients or the public, 
no b illin g  o f  h o u rs  n o t a c tu a lly  
w orked, no shirking responsibility  
o r b lam e sh if tin g  fo r fa ilu re — it 
was a recipe for disaster. To Jo e ’s 
d e l ig h t  (a n d  th e  s u rp r is e  o f  us 
w atching) his business prospered.

C lients w ho were ready to drop 
the firm  for b igger agencies w ere 
d e lig h te d  w ith  th e  s tra ig h t ta lk  
th ey  got. O ne an g ry  c lien t, w ho

had been ready to sue, w as so flab 
bergasted  by Jo e ’s honest co n fes
sion o f failure that he reversed his 
d e c is io n  an d  g av e  h im  tw o  new  
acco u n ts . R ev en u es  h it and  then  
p assed  the $1 m illio n  m ark . Joe  
b e g a n  b r in g in g  e m p lo y e e s  to  
ch u rch , te llin g  them , “ You know  
it’s true— it w orks.”

But w hen rom ance w ith a m ar
ried w om an becam e a possib ility , 
Joe abandoned  his faith. “ I know  
I ’m doing som ething you think is 
w rong,” he said, “but I w ant to be 
h a p p y , a n d  th a t ’s th a t .  L o v e  is 
m ore im portan t than your version 
o f  m orality .”

Jo e ’s early  em bracing  o f  C h ris
tianity  show s why p rag
m a tis m  c a n  te m p t  a 
preacher. It reaps qu ick  
re tu rn s . P eo p le  a re  d e 
ligh ted  by the p rac tica l 
help  th e y ’re ge tting  for 
sav in g  th e ir  m arriag es , 
r a is in g  th e ir  c h i ld re n ,  
o vercom ing  bad  hab its, 
and fighting o ff dep res
s io n . T h ey  co m e  b ac k  
and  b rin g  th e ir friends. 
B u t w ith o u t  th e  p a in 

s ta k in g  w o rk  o f  e s ta b l i s h in g  a 
changed w orldview , their com m it
m ent to  C h ris tian ity  w ill be only  
as d eep  as th e ir  c o m m itm e n t to 
any other helpful “product.” A lle
g ian ce  to  so m e th in g  th a t m ak es 
their lives easier to m anage should 
not be confused  with genuine con
version, w hich has at its heart sur
render to God.

So we m ust be careful. We can 
say that m orality “w orks” but only 
because  it co rresp o n d s to reality . 
A n d  w e m ust p re ach  th a t so m e 
tim es C hristian  m orality  “w o rk s” 
only  in the long  run . L o o k in g  at 
life from  eternity , it w ill be ob v i
ous that it w orks to be honest, un 
selfish, chaste, and hum ble. But in 
the sh o rt run , p rac tic in g  ch astity  
m ay keep a person alone for m any 
years. P rac tic ing  honesty  m ay be 
an im pedim ent to career advance
m ent. This m ust be m ade clear.

T o d a y ’s p re a c h e r  m u s t a rg u e  
ag a in s t the  se lf-se rv in g  p ra g m a 
tism  o f  postm odernity. T he gospel

S o m e  s e l f -s e r v in g  p o s t 
m o d e r n  PRAGMATISTS TRY JESUS 

BECAUSE HE SEEMS TO WORK.

24 H e r a l d  o f  H o l i n e s s



does say that th rough  it you find  
your life , bu t tha t firs t you m ust 
lose your life. I m ust say to people, 
“C hrist will 'w o rk ' for you only if 
you are true  to  H im  w h e th e r He 
w orks for you or not. You m ust not 
com e to Him  because He is fu lfill
ing (though He is) but because He 
is true. If you seek to m eet Him in 
o rd e r to  get your needs m et, you 
w ill  n o t m ee t H im  o r  g e t y o u r  
needs met. To becom e a C hristian 
is not to get help for your agenda, 
but to take on a w hole new agen
d a — th e  w ill o f  G o d . You m u st 
obey H im  because  you ow e Him  
your life, because He is your C re
ator and R edeem er.”

T h is  is a c r itic a l and  d iff icu lt 
balance for the C hristian preacher. 
E v e ry  m e s s a g e  an d  p o in t m u s t 
dem o n stra te  re lev an ce  o r the lis
tener will m entally “channel surf.” 
But once you have draw n in peo
p le  w ith  th e  a m a z in g  re le v a n c e  
a n d  p r a c t ic a l  w is d o m  o f  th e  
g o sp e l, y ou  m u st c o n fro n t them  
w ith  the m ost p ragm atic  issue o f 
all— the claim  o f C hrist to be ab 
solute Lord o f life.

E a rlie r in m y m in istry , I o ften  
preached about sexual issues with 
baptized pragm atism . In a serm on 
20  y ea rs  ago , I d ec la red , “E m o 
tionally, prem arital and ex tram ari
tal sex destroy your ability to trust 
and com m it to others. Socially, sex

outside o f m arriage leads to fam ily 
and social breakdow n. . . . ‘Do not 
be deceived; God is not m ocked. A 
man reaps w hat he sow s.’”

Nothing about this paragraph is 
untrue. But it overem phasizes the 
p r a c t ic a l  b e n e f i t s  o f  C h r is t ia n  
m orality. (It also assum es a respect 
fo r  S c rip tu re  n o t p re se n t in o u r 
cu ltu re  now .) Today, I ap p ro ach  
the sam e them e differently:

“Some people say, ‘I reject Chris
t ian ity  b ec au se  its  v iew s on sex 
d o n ’t fit m e— they are too narrow 
for m e.’ But if a doctor prescribes 
an u n p leasan t m ed ic ine , w hat do 
you do? If you are sick, you take it. 
It is just as w rong-headed to taste- 
test Christianity as it is to taste-test 
m ed icines. H ow  silly  to eva lua te  
Christianity on its sex ethic!

“The real question  is, ‘Is Jesus 
really the Son o f G o d ?’ Is He real
ly who He said He is— your Way, 
T ru th , an d  L ife ?  H as He re a lly  
died for you because you are a sin
ner? If He is and has, w ho cares 
w hat He asks you to do or not to 
do? You should do it! In a sense, 
the  g o sp e l d o es n o t le t you ta lk  
about anything else first. It says, ‘I 
w o n ’t talk  to you about sexuality  
or gender roles or suffering or any
th in g  e ls e  u n ti l  y o u  d e te rm in e  
w hat you will do w ith Him. W ho 
He is determ ines everything e lse .’ 

“Som eone says, ‘But C hristiani

ty has such a low view o f sex .’ Re
ally? The Christian view o f sex is 
enorm ously  lofty. The B ible says 
th a t sex  p o in ts  to  th e  u l t im a te  
c lo s u re  w e w ill h av e  w ith  G od 
through C hrist in heaven (Rom ans 
7:13). The Bible tells us God made 
sex for m arriage because it is ca
pab le  o f  b ring ing  so m uch glory  
and joy  into your life that only two 
people fully com m itted to one an
other for a lifetim e can receive it. 
N o higher view is possible— there 
is no better explanation o f its m ys
tery and power.

“Does your view o f life account 
for the glory o f sex? C. S. Lew is 
points out that if there is no God, 
and  the p h y sica l is all w e have , 
then ‘you can 't, except in the low 
est anim al sense, be in love with a 
girl if you know that all the beau
ties both o f her person and o f her 
character are a m om entary and ac
ciden ta l pa tte rn  p ro d u ced  by the 
co llis io n  o f  atom s, and that your 
own feelings are ju st a sort o f psy
chic phosphorescence . . . arising 
from  your genes.’

“ You see , u n til y ou  d ec id e  if  
there is a God, if Jesus is the Son, 
and  o th e r m a tte rs , how  can  you 
m ake an intelligent decision about 
what is right and wrong about sex? 
C h ris tia n s  b e liev e  w hat th ey  do 
about sex not because they are old- 
f a s h io n e d , o r  b e c a u s e  th ey  are  
prud ish , but because Jesus is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

T h is  n e w e r  a p p ro a c h  ta k e s  
longer. But it com es closer to my 
g o a l to  p re a c h  tru th  in s te a d  o f  
pragm atism . C hristian  m orality  is 
not true because it works; it works 
because it’s true.

B u t w hy  e m p h a s iz e  tru th -a s -  
truth to people who d on’t believe 
in standards at all?

Lirst, we do it to be clear. If we 
argue too pragm atically, we unw it
tingly confirm  the basic postm od
e rn  p e r s o n ’s v iew  th a t  t ru th  is 
w h a te v e r w o rk s; th ey  w o n ’t see 
how radically you are challenging 
th e ir th in k in g  and life approach . 
Second, we do it to be penetrating, 
to  get to p e o p le ’s d eep est heart. 
Pascal said. "W e have an idea o f
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truth w hich no am ount o f  skep ti
cism  can overcom e.” W hat is that? 
In postm odern people, the know l
edge o f God sleeps deeper than in 
previous generations, but it is still 
there (Rom ans 1:18-21).

In the D uke L aw  Journa l, A r
thur Leff put the postm odern ten 
sion  p e rfe c tly : “ W h a t we w an t, 
Heaven help us, is sim ultaneously 
to be perfectly ruled and perfectly 
free .” Only by preaching  truth as 
truth will we throw  this inner ten
sion into re lief and show that there 
is a truth that liberates.

Grace, Not Moralism
D eep  w e a rin e ss  e tc h e d  ev e ry  

line o f Jo an ’s face. “I ju s t can ’t do 
it any m ore,” she said. “I can ’t live 
up to what a C hristian is supposed 
to be. All my life I ’ve had people 
te llin g  me I had to be th is or do 
th a t in o rd e r  to  be a c c e p te d .  I 
th o u g h t C h ris t  w as su p p o sed  to 
b ring  m e freedom  from  that, but 
in s tead  G od tu rn s  ou t to be ju s t  
one  m ore  d e m a n d in g  T a sk m a s 
te r — in fa c t ,  H e ’s th e  w o rs t o f  
them  all!”

T hat conversa tion  undersco red  
for me that C hristian moral teach
ing is both sim ilar to, and very d if
fe ren t from , th a t o f  o th e r m oral 
and ethical system s.

At the end o f  The A b o litio n  o f  
M an, C. S. L ew is  d e m o n s tra te s  
how  the m ajor re lig ions agree on 
certain m oral absolutes. Christians 
find that in to d ay ’s cu ltu re  w ars, 
th ey  o ften  are  on the  sam e side 
with believing Jews, M uslim s, and 
H in d u s . T h e  C h ris tia n  p re a c h e r  
seem s to  be say ing , “Be m o ra l,” 
a lo n g  w ith  e x p o n e n ts  o f  o th e r  
philosophies.

B u t w h e n  w e a s k , “ W h y  be 
m oral?” the other system s say, “ In 
o rd e r to  find  G o d ,” w hile C h ris
t ia n ity  say s , “ B eca u se  G o d  has 
found you.” T he C hristian  gospel 
is that we are not saved by moral 
living, we are saved for it. We are 
s a v e d  by  g ra c e  a lo n e , b u t th a t  
g ra ce  w ill in e v ita b ly  is su e  in a 
m oral life.

M any serm ons tell people to say 
no to  im m orality . O ften  the re a 
sons are “it is against the B ible” or

“ it w ill hurt your se lf-esteem ” or 
“ it 's  aga inst our C hristian  p rin c i
p les” or “your sins will find  you 
o u t.” T h o se  th in g s  a re  tru e , bu t 
they are inadequate and secondary 
m otives. O nly  the g race  o f  G od, 
Titus says, “teaches” us to say no. 
It argues with us: “You are not liv
ing as though  you are loved! As 
His child! It is not because He will 
ab an d o n  you th a t you sh o u ld  be 
holy, bu t b ecau se  at in es tim ab le  
co s t He has sa id  He w o n ’t e v e r 
abandon you! How can you live in 
th e  v e ry  s in  H e w a s  r ip p e d  to  
pieces to deliver you from ?”

See the grace o f God argum ent? 
It is the only argum ent that cannot 
be answ ered.

Earlier in m y m inistry, I did not 
rely on it as I could have. W hen I 
p reached  on 1 C o rin th ian s 6:9, I 
a rg u ed , “ Sex is a sac red  g if t  o f  
God, and m isusing it or tam pering 
with it puts you in the gravest spir
itu a l dan g er. . . . T h o u g h  to d ay  
m an y  se e k  to  b lu r  th e s e  m o ra l 
lin es , the B ib le  is m ost d e f in ite  
and crystal clear about the m atters 
before us.”

T h is  s ta te m e n t  is t ru e  b u t 
sounds im p lau sib le  in a sexually  
p erm issiv e  age. T his kind o f  ap 
peal d o esn ’t exp lain  the w hy b e
hind every bib licat com m and— the 
gospel.

Today, I ap p ro ach  it th is w ay: 
“W hen Paul lays down the biblical 
rules for m arriage, he says, T h is  
is all really about C hrist’s love for 
u s ’ (E phesians 5:32). In 1 C o rin 
thians 6, Paul hints that the m on
strosity o f  extram arital sex lies in 
that we becom e ‘o n e ’ p h y sica lly  
w ith  s o m e o n e ,  b u t w e a re  n o t 
‘o n e ’ so c ia lly , e c o n o m ic a lly , o r 
legally w ith them . In o ther w ords, 
we hav e  g o tten  sex u a l in tim acy  
w ith o u t b eco m in g  ra d ic a lly  v u l
n e ra b le  to  th e  o th e r  p e rs o n  by 
m aking a perm anent, exclusive, to 
tal com m itm en t.” W hen it com es 
to sex, ‘this is a great mystery, but 
we are  ta lk in g  o f  C h ris t and  the 
ch u rch .’ You m ust not ‘u se ’ G od 
by seek ing  H is in tim acy  w ithou t 
m aking  a to tal com m itm ent. You 
m ust not use another hum an being

by d o in g  the  sam e th in g . W h y ?  
B ecause o f  His grace. His radical 
self-g iv ing  to you. ‘Love one an 
other even as I have loved you .” '

Instead o f obeying to m ake G od 
indebted  to them , C hristians obey 
because they are indebted to Him. 
The difference betw een these tw o 
w a y s  o f  m o ra l i ty  c o u ld  n o t be 
g r e a te r .  I w a n t to  p re a c h  th a t  
C hristian m orality is a response to 
grace, not a m eans to grace.

B u t w h y  e m p h a s iz e  g ra c e  to  
people w ho d o n 't believe in guilt?

P ostm odern  peop le  righ tly  fear 
an  a u th o r ity  th a t o p p re s se s  and  
c ru s h e s ;  th ey  lo n g  fo r  o n e  th a t 
f re e s . O n ly  th e  g o sp e l o f  g ra ce  
shows how the truth can becom e a 
libera ting  pow er. Pascal said that 
every hum an philosophy or religion 
will lead either to hum an pride or to 
hum an despair, but only the gospel 
o f grace can deal with both. Some 
raise self-esteem  and independence, 
but that m akes peop le  proud and 
selfish, or proud and cruel. O thers 
hum ble and control, but that leads 
to guilt and despair. Yet the gospel 
show s us a Law that m ust be fu l
filled (destroying our pride) and a 
Savior that fulfills it com pletely for 
us (destroying our despair).

“T h e  C h ris tia n  re lig io n  a lo n e  
has been  ab le to  cu re  these  tw in  
v ices,” w rote Pascal, “not by using 
one to expel the o ther . . .  but by 
e x p e llin g  bo th  th ro u g h  the s im 
p lic ity  o f  th e  G o sp e l. . . . W ho 
then can refuse belief and w orship 
to such heavenly enlightenm ent?"

P re a c h in g  m o ra lity  c a n n o t be 
the first item  on the agenda for any 
C hristian preacher, but it cannot be 
sh irked , either. We have to m ake 
the necessary  assau lts  on the un
derly ing anti-abso lu te p resupposi
tions o f our postm odern audience. 
M en and w om en need to be co n 
vinced that there is a G od w ho has 
spoken in nonnegotiable absolutes; 
this G od is also our Redeem er. He 
has paid  the p rice o f  o u r fa ilu re . 
O n ly  in  th is  c o n te x t  d o e s  th e  
preaching o f m orality m ake sense. 
Today, only  in this con tex t can it 
be heard at all. ^
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Evangelicals and 
66 The Homosexual Problem”

by J. Grant Swank Jr.

Christianity and homosexuality.
“ T h e y ’re ru d e , lew d , and  o b 

scene!" a friend said to me about the 
gay pro testers m arching down the 
city streets.

A parishioner handed me a video
tape of gays staging scenes publicly 
in o rder to get a tten tio n  for their 
agenda.

A political leader asked me to as
sist in “cleaning up our society” of 
the gay debris.

1 visited a church in Texas recent
ly. The bulletin said that the congre
g a tio n  w as “ in c lu s iv e "  
and championed “diversi
ty "— two buzzw ords in
d ic a tin g  the  u n c r it ic a l  
welcome of homosexuals.
I immediately understood 
the code language.

Daily, I read letters to 
the editor of our local pa
per. T he w ar g o es  on; 
prohom osexual letters versus con. 
Sometimes I think the page is going 
to burst into flame.

A cousin of mine is dying today 
of AIDS. He contracted the disease 
th ro u g h  a b lo o d  tra n s fu s io n  but 
deals with the stigma nevertheless.

The dean of the cathedral in our 
city  goes on telev ision  to endorse 
progay agendas before the voters.

The all-gay chorus is invited  to 
sing in a popular sanctuary nearby. 
A clergywoman will provide the in
vocation to the proceedings.

Christianity and homosexuality.
It puzzles me what all the fuss is 

about. I am a Christian. I can deal 
with this. I do not need a seminar to 
clarify my ethics. I do not need to 
listen to some speaker clean out my 
head on the subject. Nor do I need 
all th o se  b o o k s from  p u b lish in g  
houses setting forth moral positions.

So being a Christian, I concluded 
that I would have a prayer service in

my evangelical church for persons 
w ith AIDS and their caregivers. I 
mailed the news release to surround
ing newspapers, particularly the lib
eral weekly freebie.

Then I announced the invitation to 
my parishioners. A fter all, with all 
the yelling and screaming going on 
betw een pro and con, I thought it 
was sim ply tim e to pray, to reach 
out, to love, to care.

Could there be any harm in that? 
Could it be considered anti-B ible? 
Could 1 be called on the carpet by

the denominational elite? I took my 
chances. After all, I figured, this was 
something Jesus might do.

Then 1 wondered: does the evan
gelical community snarl at others with 
whom we disagree? Do we put up our 
d ukes ag a in s t the a lco h o lic , the 
promiscuous teen, the thrice-divorced 
man five pews back? Do we cut out 
on the kid with the ponytail or the 
man with tattoos all over his arms?

The Christian does not snub these 
people, does not conduct sem inars 
on how to despise them , does not 
write newsletters ad infinitum to un
cover all their secrets.

Instead, the Christian puts out the 
carpet for the lost and weary, the sin
ful and wayward, begs them into the 
house of prayer, and even trains oth
er believers in how to relate compas
sionately to those in search of God’s 
heart.

So why not the homosexual?
So when the new spaper b lasted

the evangelical com m unity for its 
aloofness regarding gays, I immedi
ately wrote that we were welcoming 
them . W hy? B ecause we have an 
“alternative lifestyle” that they just 
m ight want to consider. Not all of 
them, after all, are totally convinced 
o f “ their w ay.” Som e of them  are 
even em barrassed by the shenani
gans put on in their name. And there 
are others who are ju st plain con
fused and lonely. They may even be 
tired of it all.

The Christian cannot afford to put 
up fences or to pass by on 
the other side of the road. 
He or she cannot simply 
play denial— “I don’t see 
a homosexual; do you see 
a homosexual?”

Granted, there is sin on 
all s id es— gossip , live- 
ins, bickering in church
es , in te m p e ra n c e  w ith  

food and alcohol, fornicating homo
sexuals and heterosexuals, meanness 
on church boards, pornography, and 
illicit sex on church-related campus
es.

So what do Christians always do 
when confronted with a spiritually 
fallen world? They put out the wel
com e sign: “C om e on in, all you 
who are weary and burdened down. 
T here is an o th er way. C hrist can 
provide it for you. Jesus has come to 
reveal the way of light and love and 
peace and holiness.”

Now, is that com prom ising  the 
gospel message? I think it is imple
menting the gospel message.

And no one know s the w onder 
that can come about when a Chris
tian actually tries it out. Surprise! It 
works. The gospel is, after all, God’s 
way of saving us all, including you 
and me.
J. Grant Swank Jr. is pastor o f the Wind
ham (Maine) Church o f the Nazarene. ^

Is IT CHRISTIAN TO CONDUCT 
SEMINARS ON HOW TO 

EXPOSE AND DESPISE HOMOSEXUALS?
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NEWS OF RELIGION

Graham Christmas Special 
Aired in 200 Countries
The Billy Graham World Television 
C hristm as S pecia l, “ A Season o f 
P eace ,” was b ro ad cast in 33 lan 
guages on national te lev ision  net
w orks in more than 150 countries 
worldwide. In addition, the program 
was aired on two international satel
lite networks, for a total of more than 
200 countries receiving the program.

This one-hour 
evangelistic pro
gram , dea ling  
directly with the 
problems facing 
the world today, 
fea tu red  a s e r
mon by Graham, 
spec ia l m usic, 
and a contempo

rary theatrica l p resen tation  o f the 
Christmas story.

“A Season of Peace” is one phase 
of the progressive extension of Gra
ham’s ministry through television and 
emerging technologies, according to 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso
ciation (BGEA). It follows the suc
cess of the Graham World Television 
Series in April of 1996, which was so 
well received that national church 
leaders, television executives, and 
government officials requested that 
Graham “do it again.”

One million churches around the 
w orld participated by having their 
members host television house par
ties, referred to as Operation Matthew. 
BGEA is d istribu ting  450 m illion  
pieces of follow-up literature, which 
is available in the same 33 broadcast 
languages.

Since the telecast was seen in many 
countries where there is only one TV 
channel, the number of viewers dra
matically increased. Bob Williams, di
rector o f International Ministries for 
BGEA, said, “The average Christian 
in North America fails to realize the 
evangelistic  im pact o f prim e-tim e 
telecast around the world, as very few 
countries have the proliferation of ca
ble and channel selections found in 
North America.”

TWR Founder Dies
Paul E. Freed, 78, 
founder o f Trans 
World Radio, died 
D ecem ber 1,
1996. He w as a 
longtime mission
ary statesman and 
visionary, whose 
im pact fo r the 
cause of Christ spanned more than 40 
years. After launching TWR, he ad
vanced its global m inistry from its 
early stages to its present status as one 
o f the foremost international gospel 
broadcasting networks.

Freed was no stranger to mission 
work. His parents were Christian mis
sionaries for 27 years.

“We are saddened by Dr. Freed’s 
death,” said Thomas Lowell, president 
o f TWR. “God used him in a great 
way to develop and lead a ministry 
that is changing lives across the globe 
through the power of the gospel in ar
eas where missionaries cannot go.”

Nazarene Web Site Averages
2.043 Hits Per Day
Since its incep tio n  in S ep tem b er 1995, 
th e  N a z a re n e  W eb  S ite  h as a v e ra g e d
2.043 hits o r visits per day, according  to 
K im  M eek , N aza ren e  C o m m u n ica tio n s 
N etw ork program  m anager.

A m ong the top sites m ost v isited  are 
the N C N  N ew s Sum m ary, N W M S, local 
church listings, and the audio N CN W eb
cast.

The leading areas accessing  the N aza
rene W eb S ite  inc lude  N o rth  A m erica , 
A sia, Europe, and A ustralia.

A to ta l  o f  7 8 2 ,3 6 3  h its  h a v e  b een  
recorded  from  Sep tem ber 1995 through  
D ecem ber 1996, w ith an average num ber 
o f  over 10 m illion bytes transm itted  dai
ly-

O n a typ ica l day, the N azarene  W eb 
Site is m ost accessed betw een noon and 3 
p . m .  (C entral S tandard  T im e). The nex t 
m ost popular tim e to brow se is 9 until 11 
a . m .  follow ed by 9 until 11 p . m .

T he N azarene W eb Site is located  at 
<w w w .nazarene.org>.

Bible Agencies Cooperate
Seven years ago Bible agencies with a 
h istory o f com petitive attitudes to 
ward each other met during the Lau
sanne Congress for World Evange
lism. They decided to try cooperation 
and formed the Forum o f Bible Agen
cies (FBA).

When recently asked if the decision 
was “w orth it,” Eugene H abecker, 
president o f Am erica Bible Society 
and executive committee chair o f the 
U nited Bible Societies, said, “ A b
solutely.” As an example of success
ful cooperation, he mentioned the area 
o f standards for translation consul
tants. Earlier, such standards were not 
in place, so the quality of Bible trans
lations varied greatly.

Habecker mentioned the former So
viet Union as an area where FBA now 
cooperates on translation rather than 
com petes. In Ethiopia the agencies 
have cooperated  in d istribu tion  o f 
more than half a million Bibles.

L ooking  tow ard  the fu tu re , the 
Bible agencies plan to cooperate to 
make certain the Bible is part o f the 
information superhighway. The FBA 
is exploring the development of a cen
tral information bank that will place 
all Scripture sources worldwide on the 
Internet. A Bible-in-print home page 
is envisioned that will list all Scrip
ture resources available from the 16 
agencies and organizations o f FBA.

TWR Broadcasts to Gypsies
The Gypsies of Europe are hearing the 
gospel by means o f C hristian radio 
broadcasts for the first time through the 
work o f Trans World Radio. Werner 
Kroemer, TW R’s regional director in 
Europe, said, “To our knowledge, no 
programs in a Gypsy language, either 
Christian or secular, are being broad
cast in Europe.” The initial programs 
were in the Balkan Romani language, 
spoken by more than 1.5 million Gyp
sies in Bulgaria and neighboring coun
tries. Plans for this year include broad
casts in the Kalderash Romani dialect, 
spoken by 1 million Gypsies, especial
ly in Romania.
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“A culture obsessed  w ith technology w ill com e to 
value personal convenience above alm ost all else, and 
ours does.”

Robert H. Bork
S louch ing  Toward G om orrah

“Z E A L  is fit only for w isem en, but is found m ostly 
in foo ls.”

Thomas Fuller

“A dream er is one w ho can only  find  his w ay by 
m o o n lig h t, and  h is p u n ish m en t is th a t he sees the 
daw n before the rest o f  the w orld .”

Oscar Wilde

"D O  not put such unlim ited  pow er into the hands o f 
husbands. R em em ber all m en w ould be tyrants if  they 
could. [We w om en] will not hold ourselves bound by 
any law s in w hich we have no voice . . . ”

Abigail Adams, letter to John Adams
March 31, 1776

“He never said a foolish thing nor never did a w ise 
one.”

Earl of Rochester
The K in g ’s E pitaph

“Evil is unspectacu lar and alw ays hum an and shares 
our bed and eats at our ow n table.”

W. H. Auden

“O ur lives are the results o f  our choices. To blam e 
and accuse o ther people, the environm ent, or o ther ex 
trinsic factors is to choose to em pow er those things to 
control us.”

Stephen R. Covey

“Election has nothing to do w ith the eternal salva
tion o f  individuals but refers . . .  to G o d ’s w ay o f  sav
ing nations. It was a m ajor m istake o f the R eform ation 
to . . . follow  A ugustine . . . taking election to refer to 
grace and salvation. It m anages to m ake bad new s out 
o f  good new s. It casts a deep shadow  over the charac
ter o f G od.”

Clark H. Pinnock

“W hen recreation or hobbies are all that fill up and 
give m eaning to our lives, how  sw iftly they lose their 
w orth .”

Dwight Hervey Small

“Your place in heaven will seem  to be m ade for you 
and you alone, because you w ere m ade for it.”

C. S. Lewis

“For I tell you this, one loving blind desire for God 
alone . . .  is m ore helpful to your friends . . . than any
thing else you could do.”

The C loud  o f  U nknow ing

“G od is a jea lous lover. He is at w ork in your spirit 
and w ill tolerate no m eddlers.”

The C loud  o f  U nknow ing

“We m ay need to challenge m ore, and confront less, 
in our evangelism  and discipleship. We need to make 
it harder fo r people to re ta in  assurance o f  salvation 
when they m ove into serious sin. . . . We need to tell 
som e persons who think they have gotten saved to get 
lost. The Puritans w ere biblically realistic about this; 
we have becom e sloppy and sentim ental in prom oting 
assurance under any circum stances.”

Richard Lovelace

“T here are legions o f  believers, but not belongers 
. . . they have their ow n private religions. I t’s a cultur
al superm arket. . . . They prepare their ow n recipes for 
m oral com m itm ent.”

Steve Tipton

“A m ericans w ho leave re lig ious institu tions do not 
n e c e s s a r i ly  a b a n d o n  r e l ig io u s  f a i th .  E v e n  m o s t 
dropouts say they believe in God; though one-third al
so believe in reincarnation, ghosts and astrology. The 
G od o f their understanding is not necessarily the per
sonal, a ll-pow erfu l and all-know ing  deity  o f  o rth o 
doxy. N or is the Jesus affirm ed by boom ers necessari
ly the Son o f  God and unique Savior o f hum anity.” 

Wade Clark Roof 
A  G eneration  o f  Seekers

“W hen com pared w ith previous generations o f be
lievers, we seem  am ong the m ost thoroughly at peace 
w ith our culture, the least adept at transform ing soci
ety, and the m ost desperate for a m eaningful faith. . . . 
It is hard to im agine a m ore urgent or critical task than 
the recovery and restoration o f the biblical view  o f the 
church.”

Chuck Colson 
The B ody

F h B R U A R Y  1 9 9 7 29



Raising children in an amoral age is 
a high risk venture.

Heart,
Passion

Heart to 
Passion to

by Dan Schaeffer

N
ot long ago, we purchased W illiam Bennett’s 
The Book o f  Virtues. One night, after reading 
stories from the section on honesty to our chil
dren, I asked them to talk about what each had 
learned. After listening to their answers, I sug

gested that they ask God in their prayers to help them apply 
what they had learned.

B ut all the  w h ile , I rem em b er 
thinking Are they getting this?  I t’s 
a question I ask a lot. I knew  they 
got the point o f the story, but were 
th e y  r e a l ly  g e t t in g  th e  p o in t?  
T h e y ’ve g ro w n  up  in  
ch u rch  and  in a C h ris 
t ia n  h o m e , le a rn in g  
B ible stories and verses, 
but still the question re
m ains: A re they  rea lly  
getting this?

W h e n  p ra y e r  tim e  
cam e, C h ris ti, m y o ld 
est, p rayed  a very  c o r
rec t prayer, log ical and 
d ed u c tiv e  o f  the in fo r
m ation she had heard. It 
had  an in tro d u c tio n , a re g u rg ita 
tion, and a proper application. M y 
heart sank.

T hen  cam e m y seco n d  c h ild ’s

p ra y e r . F ir s t  c a m e  th e  h u r r ie d , 
“Thank You, Lord, for all the stuff 
You give us,” w hich I ’m sure A n
drew  now  believes is the obligato
ry  p re fa c e  to  a ll p ra y e rs .  T h e n

cam e the unexpected part. Slow ly 
and thoughtfully , eyes closed  and 
h an d s  b u sy  c u r lin g  h is  h a ir , he 
started:

“Lord, I pray that if  a bad p e r
son  s te a ls  so m e th in g , o r lies  o r 
som ething, they w o n ’t go to court, 
but they  w ould  go to chu rch  and 
learn not to tell a lie. If  they d o n ’t 
learn not to tell lies, then they can 
go back to court. A m en.”

In m om ents like these I am  able 
to  say, “T h e y ’re g e ttin g  it .” A n 
drew  understands that m any o f his 
fr ie n d s  lie  and  s tea l b ec au se  no 
one has taken the tim e to tell them  
not to, o r to m odel in teg rity  and 
h o n esty  fo r them . He k n ew  th a t 
G o d ’s W ord cou ld  help  th em — if 

th ey ’d hear it.
Into Their Hearts 

T h is  is  w h a t I p ra y  
for. All m y children are 
b r ig h t e n o u g h  an d  o ld  
enough to give a “right" 
a n s w e r  to  m o s t m o ra l 
q u e s t io n s — b u t t h a t ’s 
only a sm all part o f  the 
battle. Until their hearts, 
and not ju s t their heads, 
are attached to the truth. 
I ’m not succeeding.

M y o ldest child  has a tendency 
to  w o rsh ip  m oney  and  p u rsu e  it 
doggedly. This, at tim es, reveals it
se lf  in greed , the norm al ch ild ish

M y  CHILDREN AREN’T IN NEED OF 
MORE INFORMATION; THEY ARE IN 
NEED OF MORE TRANSFORMATION.
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u rg e  to  p o s s e s s  e v e ry th in g  sh e  
sees.

W hile my w ife , A nnette , and I 
had talked w ith C hristi about this 
until we were blue in the face, the 
right answ ers rem ained in C hristi’s 
head and not in her heart. She al
w ay s  n o d d e d  n u m b ly  w h e n  w e 
spoke abou t the d anger o f g reed, 
and then w ent out, collected m on
ey by hook or crook, and spent it 
all on herself.

One tim e Christi had accum ulat
ed about $15. She was invited to a 
them e park w ith friends, and when 
sh e  c a m e  b a c k ,  sh e  w a s  p r e 
dictably broke and carting sacks o f 
stuff— sam e old story. Except that

to our surprise, she began giving it 
out. O ne to Andrew, Katie, M om , 
e v e n  m y se lf . T h e  o n ly  o n e  le f t  
w ith nothing was Christi.

N ow  it was our turn to be numb. 
H ad  A n n e tte  lec tu red  h er b e fo re  
leaving? No, and neither had I.

But there was a gleam  o f satis
faction in C hristi’s eyes w e’d nev
e r  s e e n  b e f o r e ,  an  e x c i te m e n t  
brought on by giv ing to som eone 
else for the sheer joy  o f w atching 
the look on the recip ien t’s face.

Christi had consciously used her 
resources to bring joy  to som eone 
else. W hen did that thought com e 
to  h e r?  I d o n ’t b e lie v e  sh e  h ad  
gone to the park  w ith the idea o f

sp en d in g  th a t m oney  on an y o n e  
but herself. But som ew here in all 
h e r  s h o p p in g , sh e  h e a rd  a s t i l l  
sm all voice m ake a suggestion she 
hadn’t even considered.

S p e n d  y o u r  m o n e y  m a k i n g  
som eone else happy—y o u ’ll really 
enjoy it. Did the thought com e ju st 
o n ce , o r sev e ra l tim e s?  D id  she 
hear that voice before or after she 
had sp ied  the toy  she co u ld  buy 
ju st for herself?

W hatever the case, her heart got 
involved in this decision, not ju st 
her head. T he im p o rtan t th ing  is 
not sim ply that she did it, but that 
she w anted to. There was no pres
sure exerted on her save what she 
allow ed herself.

N o one was m ore surprised than 
w e w ere— ex cep t m aybe C h ris ti 
herself. It was a tiny spark, but we 
ex c la im ed  o u r a s to n ish m en t and 
pride in her, encouraging the spark 
to ignite a fire.

Our Ultimate Goal
T he tru th  is on the m ove, and 

A nnette and I can see it. We can 
p u t it in  th e ir  h ea d s , b u t n o t in 
their hearts. T hat’s w hat is so frus
tra ting . We can tell them  how  to 
live, and enforce, reinforce, plead, 
lecture, and help them  m em orize 
the tru th  o f  G od that can change 
th e ir lives, but we c a n ’t m ove it 
from their heads to their hearts.

A nd yet, that m ust be our u lti
m ate goal. A nything short o f  that 
m isses the point. The goal o f par
enting is not to get our children to 
learn  to  obey, bu t to  get them  to 
w ant to obey— to see the w isdom  
in it fo r th em se lv es  and  feel the 
delight o f their H eavenly F a th er’s 
sm ile when they begin to live out 
the truth they have alw ays assent
ed to with their m inds.

It is som etim es a painfully slow 
p ro c ess , th is  m o v in g  tru th  from  
their heads to their hearts, but it is 
a b s o lu te ly  e s s e n t ia l .  Y ou ca n  
ch an g e  so m e o n e ’s m ind  w ith o u t 
ever changing his or her heart, but 
you can’t change the heart without 
also changing the mind.

M y ch ild re n  a re n ’t in need  o f 
m ore inform ation; they are in need 
o f  m o re  t r a n s f o rm a t io n .  T h e y
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k n o w  w h a t th ey  sh o u ld  d o , b u t 
w hat does it take before they want 
to do w hat they should?

M aybe that isn’t really the ques
tion . M aybe the real q u estio n  is, 
H ow  do we start the truth m oving 
from  their m inds to their hearts in 
the firs t p lace? We know  how  to 
attach  the tru th  to their 
m inds, but are we equal
ly ad ep t a t a ttach in g  it 
to their hearts?
Providing an Example

In the in troduction to 
B e n n e t t ’s b o o k , he 
w rites, “It has been said 
th a t  th e re  is  n o th in g  
m o re  in f lu e n tia l, m ore 
determ inant, in a ch ild ’s 
life than the m oral pow 
e r o f  a q u ie t ex am p le .
F or children to take m orality seri
ously, they m ust be in the presence 
o f  adults w ho take m orality  se ri
ously . A nd  w ith  th e ir  ow n ey es  
they m ust see adults take m orality 
seriously.”

That last phrase gives me pause. 
I doubt if  I can ever im passion my 
children for som ething I have little 
passion for m yself.

I h a v e  a p a s s io n  fo r  f is h in g ;  
so  do m y c h ild re n — now . T h ey  
w eren ’t born  w ith  it; they  d ev e l
oped  it by seeing  som eone “w ith 
their own eyes” who loved to fish 
and w ho stuck poles in 
th e ir  h an d s  s in ce  th ey  
were old enough to hold 
them.

I h av e  a p a ss io n  fo r 
c a m p in g ;  so  do  m y 
c h i ld r e n — n o w . T h e y  
w e r e n ’t b o rn  w ith  it;  
they developed it by go
in g  c a m p in g  w ith  a 
m om  and dad who enjoy 
it, a n d  b y  s e e in g  th a t  
w ith  th e i r  o w n  e y e s .
Passion, I ’ve noticed, is 
m ore contagious than instruction.

A h e a rt m o v es  a h ea rt, and  a 
m ind m oves a m ind. I f  I ’ve su c 
ceeded  in passing to m y children 
my passion for cam ping and fish 
ing, it seem s to  m e there  is only  
one way I could fail to pass along 
my passion for God; and that is if

it w ere not really a passion in the 
first place.

A Passion for God
M ay b e  i t ’s n o t so m u ch  th e ir  

h earts  I shou ld  w orry  abou t, bu t 
m y ow n. A h ea rt m oves a heart, 
an d  a m in d  m o v es  a m in d . M y

kids see m y eyes light up w hen I 
talk  about fishing or cam ping; they 
see all the w ork I put into p repar
ing, all the sacrifice I’m w illing to 
m ake to go. W ords a ren ’t im p o r
tant. They get the idea. They saw 
th a t p a ss io n  b r in g  m e p le a su re , 
they tried it, and they received the 
same pleasure. The torch has been 
passed.

I w onder if  it can be passed any 
other way. S tories and lessons can 
contribute to this process, but they 
c a n n o t a lo n e  e f f e c t  it. P a s s io n  
m ust be caught— not taught.

So I ’ve  b eg u n  a s k in g  m y s e lf  
som e h o n es t, p ro b in g  q u es tio n s . 
W hat is m y passion? N ot w hat is 
m y th eo lo g ica lly  p recise , d o c tri- 
nally accurate belief, but w hat re 
ally drives m e? B ecause if  all I ’ve 
said  is true , th a t’s w hat m y c h il
dren will develop as passions.

I h a v e  a p a s s io n  fo r  G o d ’s 
W ord. It is life-changing, life-sav
in g , an d  l ife -g e n e ra t in g . B u t in 
tak in g  sto ck , I 'v e  re a liz e d  th a t I 
s tu d y  it in  m y o f f ic e ,  b e h in d  
closed doors.

I speak about it w ith others p as
sionate ly , b u t m y ch ild ren  a re n ’t 

there to hear. I com m it it 
to  m e m o ry , b u t n e v e r  
p r a c t i c e  in  f r o n t  o f  
them . R eading Scripture 
often brings tears to my 
e y e s , b u t m y c h ild re n  
never see them . A truth 
o f  G o d , f in a lly  u n d e r
s to o d ,  f i l l s  m e  w ith  
m o re  jo y  th a n  f is h in g  
and cam ping com bined. 
I sm ile , s ta n d  u p , an d  
m ove around the room , 
b rim m in g  w ith  u n c o n 

ta in e d  j o y — a ll b e h in d  c lo s e d  
doors.

Opening My Door
T he “w ith their ow n eyes” por

tion seem s conspicuously  m issing 
in m y m odel. B eing a private per
son, I find  it d ifficult to let others 
in on that passion w ithout feeling 
as if  I ’m  putting  on a show. But it 
isn ’t a show, and m aybe m y ch il
d ren  need  to  see the tears o r ask 
m e w h a t I ’m so  e x c ite d  a b o u t.  
M aybe they  need  to  com e in side  
those  c lo sed  d o o rs  and  see w hat 

gets th e ir  daddy  so e x 
cited.

T hat m ust be it. Faith 
is b o th  a p u b lic  an d  a 
p r iv a te  p a s s io n .  B u t 
w hen  I c lo se  the doors 
on  m y fa i th 's  p a ss io n , 
all they are left to see is 
the  p u b lic  d isp lay  th a t 
w o u ld n ’t ap p ea l to  m e 
either.

S o  n o w  th e  d o o rs  
m u st o p en , and  I m ust 
b eco m e m ore tra n sp a r

e n t a b o u t m y m o st d e e p ly  h e ld  
passion . It w o n ’t be a show. I ’m 
convinced that for a w hile at least, 
it m ay be aw kward.

W hile  p ray in g  in m y o ffic e  in 
my hom e, I ’ve begun to leave the 
door open. It was a conscious deci
s io n , b e c a u s e  I f a v o r  th e  d o o r

F o r  c h il d r e n  t o  t a r e  m o r a l it y
SERIOUSLY, THEY MUST BE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF ADULTS WHO TARE 

MORALITY SERIOUSLY.

H av e  y o u r  rid s e v er  se e n  y o u r  eyes
WET WITH TEARS AS YOU PRAY AND READ 

THE BIBLE? OR IS DEVOTION A “BEHIND 
CLOSED DOORS” ACTIVITY FOR YOU?
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When Y ou Pray

Many Thanks

closed on my m om ents w ith God. 
A nd to the genera l pub lic  it w ill 
rem a in  c lo sed , bu t no t h ere , not 
now, not anym ore.

O ne evening I began to pray and 
soon was ob liv ious to the door—  
un til I h eard  the so ft p ad d in g  o f 
my youngest g irl’s footsteps.

“D addy?” K atie said, peering in 
at m e tentatively.

“Yes, S w eetheart.”
“ W h a t a re  y o u  d o in g ? ” sh e  

asked  w ith  a q u izz ica l look. She 
had seen my head dow n and eyes 
c lo se d  and  m u st h av e  th o u g h t I 
had drifted o ff to sleep.

“I was ju st praying, K atie.”
“O h ,” she said , look ing  m ild ly  

su rp rise d . T h en  she a sk ed  m e a 
b rie f question and left.

N othing m onum ental, but deep
ly significant to me. She had prob
ably never seen m e pray anyw here 
but at the d inner table or her bed
side. Surprisingly , it d id n ’t hurt a 
bit. In fact, I en jo y ed  it. S low ly, 
I ’m introducing m y children to my 
greatest passion.

Feeling the Tug
I m u s t re m e m b e r  th a t  s e e in g  

D addy w ith a brow n trou t on the 
line, fig h tin g  it w ith  an in tensity  
an d  jo y  th a t m u st h av e  a m az ed  
th em , w as w hat e n tic e d  them  to 
w ant to have that sam e experience. 
W hen they first felt the tug o f  the 
fish  on th e ir ow n lines and th e ir 
hearts pounded w ith excitem ent as 
th ey  fo u g h t to  lan d  th is  b eau ty , 
th e y  w e re  h o o k e d . A f te r  th a t ,  
w atching D addy fish was frustrat
in g . O n ly  f i s h in g  th e m s e lv e s  
would fulfill them  now.

I no longer need to try to inter
est my children  in fishing. I have 
to find the tim e to take them  as o f
ten as they w ould like to go.

I f  I w a n t m y p a s s io n  fo r  m y 
G od to becom e a passion  fo r my 
ch ild re n , I m ust pu t tha t po le  in 
th e ir hands also . I know  He w ill 
tug  at th e ir h ea rts , and w hen He 
d o e s ,  w a tc h in g  D a d d y ’s f a i th  
w o n ’t be enough anym ore. T h ey ’ll 
w a n t th e ir  o w n . H e a rt to  h e a rt, 
passion to passion; there is no o th
er way.

E. Dee Freeborn teaches spiritual forma
tion at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

As I b e g in  t o  w r i t e  my last article 
for this column, my heart is full of 
th a n k s g iv in g . W hen  I w as f ir s t  
asked to author a column on prayer, 
I c a lc u la te d  th a t ab o u t one year 
would be the limit. Eight years later 
I am  gra tefu l for all the jo y s , in 
sights, and grow th o f these years. 
The journey has been 
a r ich  o n e , fu ll o f 
good memories.

There were articles 
that started out being 
w ritten  for you, the 
reader, only  to find  
the  v o ice  o f  G od 
speaking to my own 
heart and life. A six- 
p art s e r ie s  beg an  a 
jo u rn e y  w ith  the 
Lord's Prayer that, for 
me, continues to this 
very writing. It seems that everything 
we need to know about being chil
dren of the Heavenly Father is con
tained in that prayer.

An a rtic le  on “ w a itin g ” before 
God sparked encouraging reader in
te re s t and re sp o n se . T he idea  o f 
learning how to “w ait” still colors 
my daily routine. The challenge of 
the article was to be with the Lord in

silence, with no agenda, for 21 min
utes a day for 21 days. The letters I 
received were deeply appreciated.

A column describing the “prayer 
o f re lin q u is h m e n t” not on ly  ex 
pressed a grow ing segm ent o f my 
own life but seemed to liberate oth
ers struggling with the question of 
apparent unanswered prayer. Com 
ing to know that relinquishm ent is 
not the same as resignation can be a 
significant moment.

A tw o-part article on the funda
mentals of prayer was an attempt to 
c la r ify  m y th in k in g  ab o u t som e 
ro ck -b o tto m  basics  o f  p rayer. In 
G od's good timing, those four prin
ciples (in tentionality , consistency, 
expectancy, and hum ility) becam e 
the core content for a day-of-prayer 
retreat for the Kansas City District 
Women’s Ministry.

The past e ight years are full o f 
g o o d  m em o rie s . 
M any th an k s  to  all 
the readers who have 
been kind enough to 
w rite . D uring  these 
years, my w ife , Vi, 
and our two children, 
D ana  and D anny , 
h av e  im p a c te d  my 
g ro w in g  life  o f 
p ray er w ith  s ig n ifi
cance and encourage
ment.

In c lo s in g , th e re  
are no be tte r w ords I could  leave 
with you than those o f the apostle 
Paul in Phillipians. 4:6-7, “Do not be 
an x io u s  a b o u t a n y th in g , b u t in 
everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your re
quests  to  G od. And the peace o f 
God, w hich transcends all under
standing, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus” ( n iv )

Four 
principles worth 

remembering 
linger through 

the years.
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Masculine J ourney

Redeemed 
Discount?

Mark Metcalfe is a senior technical writer, 
husband, and father o f four who lives in 
Nashua, New Hampshire.

W h y  w o u l d  C h r is t ia n it y  ever appeal 
to a guy like me? A stock broker type 
about 33 raised that question in Sunday 
School class last week.

Easy answer. A no-brainer for me and 
a lot of other Christian men, I’d guess. 
We first came to Christ in a fire-escape 
conversion. We believed in hell—didn’t 
really want to—but we either believed 
or were at least afraid 
the teaching was true.
Further, we paraded 
our macho devil-may- 
care attitude in front of 
the females we wanted 
to impress. Yet, in our 
heart of hearts we knew 
that hell was where we 
were headed. Christ 
provided the only es
cape route. He was the 
only Rescuer to whom we could turn.

But before any man can be rescued, 
he has to know that he needs to be res
cued. Some of us “churchified” good 
boys didn’t even know we needed to be 
saved.

I guess I thought you had to be a ma
cho sinner swigging beer, swaggering in 
black leather, groping girls, and swear
ing like a linebacker to really need to be 
saved. Me, I had always gone to Sunday 
School class, sang in the junior high 
choir, and bowed my head before eating

at a
my bologna and cheese sandwich in the 
school ca fe te ria— no m atter who 
thought I was weird.

The night God saved me, He im 
pressed the verse on me that “no man 
can serve two masters.” I wanted myself 
to be master, but the truth is that I had 
only two options, and self wasn’t one of 
them. I could serve God, who assured 
me that He had my best interests at 
heart, or I could play into the devil’s 
hands by thinking I was serving myself. 
1 became convinced of the truth God 
presented me and yielded my life to the 
Master.

I didn’t feel like I needed salvation, 
but God showed me how very wrong I 
was. The sins that stained my heart were 
hidden from human view under a veneer 
of false goodness, but they were clearly 
seen by the Holy Spirit. I was just as 
lost and just as needy as anyone. Jesus 
redeemed me at the same dear price as 
He did for those who were saved from 

sin’s addictive snares.
Self-righteousness is 

the fool’s gold of Chris
tianity. It masquerades 
as something valuable 
but is actually worth
less. Behaving like a 
good kid did not make 
me good at all. Only 
G od’s righteousness 
creates any true value.

It seems as if feeling 
the need of rescue is even more difficult 
for men these days. A fire-escape con
version doesn’t motivate like it used to. 
If it isn’t the idea that “I am somehow 
good enough,” we have a drive for self- 
reliance that keeps us from admitting 
that we can choose only from two mas
ters. Whether we are churchified, self-re
liant, or entangled in a web of addictive 
sin, spiritual sight and eternal life starts 
with recognizing our need and then 
yielding to the Master who, after all, has 
only our best interests at heart. ^

THE READERS WRITE
continued from  page 8

Beloved Son
M y m other show ed us an artic le  in 

your Septem ber issue titled “A doption 
as a M in is try "  by C arri U ram . C arri 
talked about the need for Christian fam i
lies to adopt unwanted biracial children.

David and I have talked many times 
o f  adop ting . W e c o u ld n ’t im agine an 
unwanted child o f any color!

I couldn’t seem to get the article off 
o f my mind. I decided to attem pt to get 
in touch with Carri. W ith very little ef
fort, I actually had her on the phone!

Carri was very supportive and help
ful. She gave me nam es and num bers of 
peop le  to  co n tac t. . . . O ur new  son, 
Jonathan, was born on O ctober 22. Any 
fears or concerns we may have had over 
a biracial adoption w ere gone the m o
m ent that we held our beautiful son in 
our arms. The love we feel for Jonathan 
is indescribable.

O u r fa m ily  an d  f r ie n d s  h av e  e m 
braced him into their lives as a m em ber 
o f our family. God has truly blessed us.

O ur sincere gratitude goes out to the 
H erald  and Carri Uram. God uses peo
ple in the most m iraculous ways!

David and Debbie Nonnenmacher 
Maiden, N.C.

Evangelists, the 
Endangered Species

“ Y o u r  P a s to r  Is  an  E n d a n g e re d  
Species" (Oct. ’96) . . . was both timely 
and appropriate. However, if  the pastor 
is an “endangered species," the evange
list is 10 tim es more so. The evangelist 
in the C hurch  o f  the N azarene  is in 
creasingly falling into disuse as pastors, 
educators, connectional men, and others 
step into the pulpit in his place. . . .

The dim inishing use of the evangelist 
in our churches (and cam p m eetings) is 
to be deplored. The evangelist is much 
m ore an “endangered  species" than is 
the pastor. . . . Let us prayerfully sup
port ou r pas to rs , chu rch  leaders, and 
evangelis ts . . . . W e very  m uch need 
each other.

Lawrence Walker 
New Philadelphia, Ohio

Children Count Too
As a ch ild ren 's pastor in a Nazarene 

church, I want to thank you for several 
a rtic les  in the N ovem ber H era ld  that 
speak to family and children 's concerns! 
I ’m proud to see the heritage o f our Sun
day School in the “Nazarene Roots” sec
tion! Sunday School still needs to con
tinue to be a vital m inistry to children 
and families in our culture today!

Self-righteousness 
is the 

fool’s gold of 
Christianity.
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I n a Woman’ s Voice
Linda Hardin deserves a note of com

m endation for her recognition that, 
while childless, she still has a “responsi
bility to be faithful to those who follow” 
her. It is much more than a cliche to say 
that our children are our future and we 
need to do more to invest in their lives!

On another note, I recommend the 
book by our own Neil Wiseman and H. 
B. London, It Takes a Church . . . With
in a Village. It speaks to every church’s 
need to focus on children and their fam
ilies if we are going to be significant 
now for the generations to come!

Marty Michel son 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Fishbowl Existence
Thank you for your excellent editori

als in the Herald. 1 particularly enjoyed 
the one titled “Move Over, Charlie” in 
the November issue. The content is very 
good, as usual, but your style of writing 
presents the idea so well and maximizes 
the enjoyment readers have in “hearing” 
what you have to say.

At the Olivet homecoming this past 
weekend, Dr. John Bowling, president, 
introducing himself to an alumni group, 
said, “Hello, I’m John Bowling. I live in 
a fishbowl.” He got a good laugh, but 
it’s true of him and of you. You live in a 
fishbowl of opinion and criticisms, I’m 
sure, from well-meaning Nazarenes. So 
to have a small part in keeping things in 
balance, I thank you for your good writ
ing and for devoting your considerable 
talents to God and the church . . . even 
if you do live in a fishbowl!

Jesse E. Pitts 
Brazil. Ind.

Think It Over
May I make a few suggestions re

garding the [August and September] ed
itorials?

1. If you do not like a book . . . per
haps you should not devote an entire ed
itorial to the ch ief premises of that 
book. 1 refer to . . . Faith Popcorn’s lat
est book.

2. If you do not have time to write 
ed ito ria ls , perhaps you should ask 
someone who has the time to do it in 
your stead. What you said, in effect, in 
the September issue . . .  is this: I didn’t 
have time to do a good job; here are 
some random musings I’ve thrown to
gether in order to meet the deadline and 
fill the space. . . .

3. If you must toss together a column, 
don’t apologize for it. Give your readers 
credit for discernment. (If you have done 
an excellent job elsewhere, perhaps that’s 
where you should stay. Think it over.)

Connie McEowen 
Fawngrove, Pa.

God’s Greening 
Power

REBECCA LAIRD

Rebecca Laird is a writer and ordained 
minister living in Madison, New Jersey.

H il d e g a r d  o f  B in g e n , a 12th-century 
German abbess, was an extraordinary 
theologian, doctor, scientist, artist, 
composer, and writer. According to 
Sue Monk Kidd, Hildegard described 
the soul as a p rec io u s fie ld  from  
which we must “root out 
useless grasses, thorns, 
and briars in order to re
veal the beauty of God’s 
im age glistening in the 
soil.” ' Failing to care for 
the soul, failing to water 
it and give it what Hilde
g ard  ca lled  “g reen in g  
p o w er,” re su lted  in a 
“drooping soul.”

P ray e r su p p lies tha t 
greening power. Without 
it our souls droop, our spiritual lives 
wither. But what is prayer? Most of 
the prayers built into my hectic life re
volve around thanking God for good 
food and beseeching God for protec
tion for my loved ones. In the sleepy 
moments before bed, I often review 
the day rejoicing in G od’s presence 
and confessing my failures. I try to re
member those who are in need.

But there is more to prayer than 
asking and thanking. Henri Nouwen 
says, “Prayer is listening to that voice

— to the one who ca lls  you the 
beloved.”2 The core moment of Jesus’ 
life was when He heard the voice of 
the Father say, “This is my Son, the 
B eloved , w ith  w hom  I am w ell 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17, n r s v ). That 
moment rooted Jesus in His identity 
as God’s Beloved, and it was the need 
to nurture that identity that sent Him 
off in the night hours to pray.

Richard Foster tells the story of a 
dad walking through a shopping mall 
with a cantankerous and whiny two- 
year-old child. N othing seem ed to 
calm  or d is trac t him . Then under 
som e specia l insp ira tion , the man 
scooped up his son and, holding him 
close to his chest, began singing an 
im prom ptu love song. None of the 
words rhymed. He sang off-key. And 
yet, as best as he could, this father be
gan sharing his heart. I ’m so glad 
you’re [mine]. . . . The child relaxed 
and becam e still, listen ing  to this 

strange and w onderfu l 
song. L ater, out in the 
parking lot, as the father 
prepared  to buckle the 
child into the car seat, the 
child lifted his head and 
said simply, “Sing it to 
me again, Daddy. Sing it 
to me again.”3

Listening prayer is like 
that. When we approach 
God with sim plicity  of 

heart, we are gathered into the arms of 
the One who loves us. Prayer is listen
ing and listening again to God’s ver
sion o f who we are. We are G od’s 
beloved even in our whiny moments. 
When we take the time to listen to this 
love, we tap into God’s greening pow
er, the p ray e r th a t n o u rish es  our 
thirsty souls.

1. Sue Monk Kidd, When the Heart Waits: Spiritual Direc
tion for Life's Questions (New York: HarperCollins, 1990), 48.

2. Fellowship in Prayer, December 1996, 9.
3. Richard J. Foster, Prayer: Finding the Heart's True Home 

(New York: HarperCollins, 1992), 3-4. f y

There is more 
to prayer 

than asking 
and thanking.
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February’s

1 0 - P o i n t  Q a iz

1. U.S.A. citizens quaff alcoholic beverages at the rate 
of 7 gallons per person per year. What is the annual per 
capita consumption of alcoholic drinks in gallons in Ire
land?

A. 7 B. 14 C. 21 D. 42 E. 142
2. Which of the following is not a recent new edition of 
the Bible?

A. Couples Devotional Bible
B. Life Application Bible
C. Crisis Pregnancy New Testament
D. Touch Point Bible
E. The Quiet Time Bible
F. The Couch Potato Bible

3. The Fundamentalist Baptist preacher whose internet 
magazine recently attacked Billy Graham in an article  
called “ Billy Graham’s Disobedience” is:

A. Brian McKinley B. David Cloud
C. Karin Galento

4. Which of the following holiness magazines recently 
ceased publication after 115 years due to declin ing  
subscriptions and rising costs?

A. Alliance Life B. Light and Life
C. Vital Christianity

5. Muslim rioters, angry about the outcome of a court 
case, destroyed 21 Christian schools and churches in:

A. East Java B. Tanzania C. Madras

6. R ecen t te le v is e d  e v a n g e lis t ic  c ru sad es  in the  
Ukraine resulted in how many professions of faith in 
one month?

A. 250 B. 2,500 C. 25,000
7. Which of the following books has recently been at 
the top of the Christian best-sellers list?

A. So Fat, Low Fat, No Fat, Betty Rhode
B. In the Grip o f Grace, Max Lucado
C. Slouching Toward Gomorrah, Robert Bork

8. Which of the following groups recently amended its 
rules and now denies ordination to practicing homosex
uals?

A. Presbyterian Church (USA)
B. Full Faith Church of Love
C. Russian Orthodox Church

9. The U .S . G overnm ent has recently  protested the  
treatment of:

A. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Canada
B. Salvation Army workers in Italy
C. Scientologists in Germany

10. George A. Patrick of Cheshire, Connecticut, and 
Rodney B. Swanson of Burbank, California, have what in 
common?

A. Both are credited with giving m illions to m issions
B. Both pastor churches of 10,000 members
C. Both are church treasurers charged or convicted 

with embezzlement

Answers:

o -o t  :q-6 :v-8 :g-z ^0-9 :v -s  ‘o-v :g-e 'a-z  :g - t

“After watching some of the daytime talk  shows, I expect God to 
send down a few more commandments a t any moment.”
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Observer at Large

“Traveling Light!

John C. Bowling is president o f Olivet 
Nazarene University.

C o m e  w it h  m e  for a moment to the in
ternational terminal at O ’Hare Airport 
in Chicago. Several flights are prepar
ing to leave for the four corners of the 
globe, and just as many are landing. 
Our ears perk to the sounds of many 
languages. Our eyes race from face to 
face as we see the peoples of the 
world passing before us as a colorful 
human palette.

We approach the Air France ticket 
counter. Before us are 30 young col
lege students preparing for the adven
ture of a lifetime. They are going to 
study in France for one year.

The initial instructions indicated 
that each student could check a maxi
mum of 44 pounds of luggage, plus 
carry-on luggage. The first young la
dy steps forward and heaves her suit
case on the scales: 42 pounds. The 
young man behind the Air France 
desk says to her, “Your other bag, 
please.”

“Oh, I’m going to carry it on,” she 
replies. “This isn’t to be weighed.

“Oh, but it is!” he answers.
Reluctantly she places her other 

piece of luggage on the scales. 
"Twenty-three pounds,” says the 
young man. “That means you are 21 
pounds over the weight limit. You 
may eliminate some of your luggage 
or pay an extra of S I05.” The group

had been misinformed concerning the 
luggage requirements.

This word spreads through the line 
of young people like a grass fire. Sud
denly there is no line. The students 
scatter, and luggage begins to open 
like popcorn. Everyone is suddenly 
lightening their load with parents and 
grandparents all trying to help. It’s 
sheer bedlam! Items are tossed with 
abandon: extra dresses, jackets, shoes, 
soap, an iron, a five-pound fruitcake 
in the shape of Illinois, books, batter
ies, baseball gloves. It looks like a 
garage sale.

One young lady sits dejectedly, 
looking at a huge pile of cosmetics. 
Her mother tells a friend that they 
have just come from Marshall Field’s 
where they purchased a year’s supply 
of creams, powders, lotions, notions, 
and potions.

The travelers decide what they con
sider essential for the 
journey and what they can 
live without. It’s challeng
ing. But they make it and 
soon depart, right on 
schedule, leaving their 
parents to carry so much 
stuff back to the cars that 
the customs officers want 
to know from where this 
group has just arrived.

This airport experience 
is a reflection of life itself.

Through the years, 
most of us accumulate excess— 
things we hang on to unnecessarily, 
things we deposit in our memory 
banks and pack into our emotional 
suitcases to carry from place to place. 
Many folks go through life carrying 
luggage filled with stones, gathered 
up one by one in moments of rejection 
or regret. The result, over time, is that 
we drag ourselves from day to day 
weighted down by the past.

It’s hard to be joyful when you car

ry a burden. It’s hard to love when 
you are weighted down. Too often, in 
fact, we find ourselves throwing 
stones as well as carrying them. Each 
year the baggage gets heavier. After a 
while, we either break down under the 
burden, we pay dearly for it in some 
other way, or we find a way to lighten 
our load.

The good news of the gospel is that 
we can lay aside our burdens and trav
el light. Jesus said: “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke up
on you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light” 
(Matthew 11:28-30, n iv ).

These are words not just for the 
weary person, in general, but also the 
weary worshiper, in particular. As you 
read through the Gospels, one thing 
becomes clear: Jesus spent quite a bit 
of time getting rid of excess baggage. 
On one occasion He spoke of the 
Pharisees as those who “tie up heavy 
loads and put them on men’s shoul
ders” (Matthew 23:4, n iv ).

Jesus traveled light. When He was 
asked about keeping the law, He 
replied that the entire law is fulfilled 
by loving the Lord your God with all 
your heart and loving your neighbor

as yourself. The call of Christ is not to 
a complicated system of religious ritu
als, rules, and regulations. Rather, His 
focus is on relationship. If the rela
tionship is genuine, the other issues 
follow in a natural way. Life pushes 
us down and out; Jesus draws us in 
and up.

If you are carrying some excess 
baggage on the journey, Jesus says, 
“Come to Me, check your bags here, 
and I  will give you rest. ” rq

What are you carrying in your 
suitcase?
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N a z a r e n e  F a m il y

SNU Student Is 1996-97 
Miss Christian Teen U.S.A.
Lynnlee Thompson of Killeen, Tex., 
was recently crowned Miss Christian 
Teen U.S.A. Contestants were judged 
on their Christian testimony as well as 

talent, poise, 
congeniality , 
platform, and 
beauty.

Thom pson 
is a jun ior at 
S o u t h e r n  
N a z a r e n e  
U n i v e r s i t y  
(SN U ). As a 

m usic m ajor, she is a m em ber of 
HeartSong, a SNU singing group.

T hom pson’s p latform  is se lf-es
teem. She believes that young people 
need to stand up and show the world 
that a p e rso n ’s true w orth com es 
through a personal relationship with 
Christ. She said, “The only way for 
today’s youth to rise above the term 
‘Generation X ’ is to discover identity 
in the Body of Christ.”

Her parents, Otis and Carol Thomp
son, are ac tiv e  m em bers o f F irs t 
Church of the Nazarene in Killeen. 
Her grandparents, Rev. and Mrs. Wal
ter Thompson and Dr. and Mrs. Carl 
Powers, are retired Nazarene pastors.

As M iss C hristian  Teen U .S.A ., 
Thompson will speak to youth groups 
and partic ipa te  in various special 
events. She will also present concerts 
throughout her reign.

Two tpens preparing to spend the night in their card- 
board-box homes.

“One Homeless Night” : Nazarene Youth Raise Money for 
the Homeless
About 75 junior and senior 
high school youth and 25 
chaperones from  O lathe,
Kans., C ollege Church of 
the Nazarene spent the night 
outside in cardboard boxes 
to ra ise  th e ir sen s itiv ity  
abou t the p lig h t o f  the 
homeless.

The event, “One Hom e
less Night,” raised funds for 
Heart to Heart International 
and its new “Heart for Home” pro
gram, which provides personal care 
items, pharmaceuticals, and over-the- 
counter m edications to clinics and 
shelters serving the homeless and oth
er needy people.

Ron Jackson, senior high youth 
minister at the church and the event 
organizer, said that the teens raised 
more than $2,000. In addition, the 
youth collected personal care items, 
clothing, and items for recycling.

“ It was very m eaningful for the 
kids,” Jackson said. “They were able 
not only to empathize with the prob
lems of the homeless but then to do

something about it.”
The “homeless city” was built in an 

Olathe superm arket parking lot. To 
help the teens experience what it feels 
like to be homeless, the evening meal 
was served by the Salvation Army 
from a soup truck. The next morning 
the police cam e by, aw akened the 
cardboard-house residents, and told 
them to move out of the area.

“One Homeless Night” will serve as 
a prototype for other youth groups 
throughout the country. According to 
Jackson, 10 similar events are being 
p lanned  by o th er chu rches in the 
Kansas City area in the spring of 1997.

Bridgeses Celebrate 75th 
Wedding Anniversary
Rev. and Mrs. Raymond Bridges,
98 and 92 years of age, recently cele
brated their 75th wedding anniversary. 
They were honored at a dinner by 
their children and home church, Chat
tanooga, Tenn., Calvary.

The Bridgeses joined the Church of 
the Nazarene in 1927, and he was or
dained in 1931 by General Superin
tendent J. W. Goodwin. At that time, 
Bridges was the only Nazarene pastor 
in the entire state of South Carolina.

The Bridgeses served in the Naza
rene pastorate for more than 38 years.

The Bridgeses are the parents of 
five children, three of whom are sur
viving.

Nazarene Pastor Honored
Rev. Jim Salo, pastor 
o f Perry , M ich ., 
Church of the Naza
rene, was recen tly  
elected to the Execu
tive Committee of the 
C haplains C orps of 

the M ichigan State Police. Salo has 
served in law enforcement and chap
laincy ministries for over 23 years.

(L. to r.) Rev. Justin Nave, pastor of Calvary 
Church of the Nazarene; Mrs. Nave; Mrs. 
Bridges; and Rev. Bridges.
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Nazarene Churches Honor Pastors for Longtime Service
Kizzees Serve 35 Years

Rev. and Mrs. P. W. Kizzee, who re
cently completed 35 years as the par
sonage fam ily  at W estlake, O hio, 
were honored by their church in a spe
cial service.

A fter graduation from ONU and 
N TS, and a 2 -y ea r p as to ra te  at 
R eyno ldsbu rg , O hio, Rev. K izzee 
went to Westlake in 1961.

All three of their children— Kathy 
Pelley, Phillip, and Joy— participated 
in the celebration by providing special 
m usic. P h illip , a ss is tan t pasto r at 
Columbus, Ohio, Northwest Church, 
preached. The congregation gave the 
Kizzees a love offering and plaques.

Williamses Serve 25 Years
Wichita, Kans., First Church paid trib
ute to Rev. and Mrs. Gene Williams
on the occasion of his 25th anniver
sary at the church.

P artic ip a tin g  in the ce leb ra tion  
were General Superintendent John A. 
Knight and District Superintendent E. 
P. Nash. Michael and Denise Cork, 
form er m inisters of m usic, gave a 
concert. Many out-of-town guests and 
family members attended.

Gifts to the Williamses included a 
trip to visit the churches the congrega
tion has built on mission fields.

(L. to r.) John A. Knight, Gene Williams, and 
E. P. Nash.

Webbs Serve 25 Years

Church members, friends, and family 
o f Rev. and Mrs. Jerry A. Webb
honored them recently on the occa
sion of 25 years as pastor at Kelloggs- 
ville, Ohio.

During the Sunday morning ser
vice, D istric t S uperin tendent Jack 
Archer preached. The service con
cluded with the congregation gather
ing at the altar to pray for its parson
age family.

Celebration events also included an 
open house and luncheon.

The congregation  presen ted  the 
Webbs with D istinguished Service 
Awards and a painting.

W O R O A C T IO N

G et Reach) fo r a 
VBS Adventure!
A \ ^ h e n  you “si^n up” with Adventures Unlimited, all your kids are an 
im portant part of the expedition team. They discover how God cared for 
the Israelites and just how much He cares for them! 

The hest way to check out Adventures Unlimited is to take a look at 
the Director’s Kit FREE  for 3 0  days. Call today for the VBS adventure 
of a lifetime!

To request your Adventures Unlim ited Director’s Kit 
(HHV-497) or for a FREE Catalog call:

1-800-877-0700 (Fax: 1-800-849-9827)



THE QUESTION  
BOX

CO NDUCTED BY W ESLEY D. TRAC Y, E d ito r

You recently listed the Christian Missionary Al
liance as Arminian in persuasion. My observation is that 
they are Calvinistic, at least on eternal security. Please 
clarify.

A l* The CM A does indeed embrace eternal security along 
with other Calvinist tenets. They identify themselves as holi
ness people, by which they mean that believers can be filled 
with the Holy Spirit who empowers them for life and service. 
They differ with the Wesleyan-Holiness people on the matter 
of heart cleansing. They were mistakenly listed in the June 
1996 editorial with churches that do not teach eternal security.

I’m a postmillennialist. Are you “pre” or “post”?

.A .*  In college I was taught to be a premillennialist com
plete with charts, time lines, and graphs about the Rapture, the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb, the Great Tribulation, and the 
Seventieth Week. I even inflicted those documents on a local 
church or two before the charts somehow mysteriously disap
peared during a move to a new church. In more recent years, 
however, I find myself attracted to the more positive aspects of 
Postmillennialism. I like the idea that the Church on earth is to 
win the world to Christ and in the power of the Spirit make 
this world a fit place for Christ to reign. Fortunately, our de
nomination has been prudent enough to not require us to be 
dogmatic about such speculative theological constructs.

Last Sunday when we entered the sanctuary the 
pulpit was gone. The pastor said it wasn’t coming back. Is 
there any special reason to have a pulpit?

Several letters have come in about pulpit removals. 
Yes, there is a reason to have a pulpit. In evangelical churches 
the pulpit is regarded as the throne of the Word. It is placed 
centrally to show the preeminence that we give to preaching. 
Sacramental churches place an ornate altar in the center, there
by signifying that to them the sacrament of Communion is pre
eminent for them. In the evangelical tradition the “sacrament 
of the preached Word” is central. Symbolically at least, to re
move the pulpit is to diminish the emphasis on preaching.

With the pulpit removed, what then becomes 
central on the chancel? The choir? The stained- 
g lass w indow ? The C om m union tab le? The 
wooden cross?

I have spoken with some of my friends who 
have removed the pulpit. They believe that it en
hances communication. Pulpit-free preaching is 
less formal, and communication is more direct 
and personal. It is also more contemporary and 
avoids the “talking head” criticism. Very high or 
huge pulpits so obscure the preacher that all the 
folks see is a talking head.

Personally, I prefer a m odest-sized pulpit.
The symbolism is preserved and there is enough 
freedom to make communication effective. But

the task is to get a hearing for the gospel. And the presence of 
a pulpit is not the only way to make the Word of God central 
in our services.

The cross has become “an obsolete religious fur
nishing,” according to our pastor. That’s why it was pulled 
off the wall in our church. Is the cross now obsolete?

. •  I have heard two arguments against the use of the cross 
as a dopiinant Christian symbol. (1) Several Eastern Orthodox 
Christians have written that European and American Christian
ity have both focused on the suffering of Jesus on the Cross to 
the neglect of His victorious resurrection. They say that when 
an Eastern Christian meditates on the Cross he or she is soon 
rejoicing in Christ’s triumph over death. The Western Chris
tian sympathizes with the agonies of Jesus and tries to repeat 
them. The West becomes quite legalistic in seeing the suffer
ing of Jesus as paying off some horrendous debt to a begrudg
ing God. This renders an overemphasis on justification. This 
the East sees in the penal satisfaction theories of the atonement 
in Augustine, Anselm, and Calvin.

(2) The second argum ent against the cross as symbol 
comes from the desire of some contemporary people to sepa
rate the modern church from the legalities, dead symbols, bad 
reputation associated with holy wars and other failures of his
toric Christianity. The old way of doing Christianity, they be
lieve, hinders the winning of people to Christ today. It makes 
Christianity come across as negative, doleful, and archaic 
rather than positive and joyous. I give more credence to the 
first argument than the second. But I find in neither a good 
reason to stop using the cross as a Christian symbol.

Q  • I was raised in a holiness denomination that did not 
practice baptism. Now in retirement I hear pastors preach
ing that it is mandatory. Should I be baptized at this late 
date?

.A.* I had a teacher who insisted that baptism was an Old 
Testament rite no more valid than circumcision. But he was 
wrong. Though we have never held that baptism is required for 
salvation, it is certainly a Christian and biblical sacrament. As 
such it is a blessing that you do not want to miss.
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Evangelists’  S lates

ABBOTT, DAN: Beaverton, OR, Feb. 1; Cottage 
Grove, OR, Joint Revival, 23; Creswell, OR, Joint 
Revival, 24-25 

ARMSTRONG, LEON AND L IN D A -T H E  ARM
STRONGS: Pocomoke City, MD, Feb, 4-9; 
Rocky Mount, NC, 11-16; Mitchell, IN, 18-23; Al
va, OK, Mar. 4-9, Blytheville, AR, 11-16; Dixon, 
IL 25-30

BAGGETT, DALLAS: Scottsboro, AL, Feb. 9; Bir
mingham, AL (Pleasant Grove), 19-23; Birming
ham, AL, Mar. 2*; Decatur, AL, 9"; Warrior, AL 
(Hayden Faith), 13-16 

BELZER, DAVE & BARBARA: Poston, AZ, Feb. 11- 
16; Kansas City, KS (Stony Point), 23-26; Cove, 
AR (Pleasant Grove), Mar. 5-9; Dayton, KV, 25- 
30

BENDER, T IM -T H E  TIM BENDER FAMILY:
Winslow, IN, Feb. 4-9; Jacksonville, FL (North),
18-23; Sanford, FL, Mar. 2-6‘ ; Lafayette, GA 
(First), 18-23; Kingspod, TN (Calvary), 25-30 

BENSON, MICHAEL W.: Nashville, TN (Donelson), 
Feb. 2-5; Oklahoma City, OK (Western Oaks), 9- 
12; Arlington, TX (First), 15-19; Chester, WV, 
Mar. 2-5; Lancaster, PA, Washington District Lay 
Retreat, 7-9; Laurel, DE, 16-19; Edmond, OK 
(Waterloo), 23-27 

CASSELMAN, GERALD H„ JR.: Upland, IN, Mar. 
16-19; Clarion, PA, 23-26; Saltsburg, PA, 30— 
Apr. 2

CERVANTES, RUDY-HEAVENLY TRUMPET MIN
ISTRIES: Broken Arrow, OK (First), Concert, 
Feb. 2 A; Sapulpa, OK, Concert, 2 P; Seattle, 
WA (Highland Park), Conced, 16 A; Tumwater, 
WA (Olympia First), Conced, 16 P; Highland, IN, 
Conced, 23 A; Munster, IN (Fairmeadow Com
munity), Conced, 23 P; Clinton, IL (First), Con
ced, Mar. 2 A; Lynn, IN, Conced, 9 A; Newcas
tle, IN (First), Conced, 9 P; Zephyrhills, FL 
(Wesley Chapel), Conced, 16 P; Clearwater, FL 
(First), Conced, 23 A; Oriando, FL (United), Con
ced, 23 P

CHANEY, REEFORD AND BARBARA: Roanoke, 
VA (Garden City), Mar. 15-19 

CHIPP, VERLIN E.: Redkey, IN, Mar. 18-23 
CLAY, D. E.: Punta Gorda, FL, Feb, 23 ' and Mar.

23*
COVINGTON, NATHAN: Glenpool, OK, Feb. 5-9; 

Hollis, OK, 12-16; Waurika, OK (New Hope Com
munity), 19-23; Lawton, OK (First), 26—Mar. 2; 
Winfield, KS, 5-9; Texarkana, AR (Cathedral 
Heights), 12-16; Carl Junction, MO, 19-24; Col
orado Springs, CO (Southgate), 26-30 

CURRY, RICK: Robedsdale, AL, Feb. 2-5; Blanches- 
ter, OH, 7-9; Dunbar, WV, 16-21; Florence, SC 
(F irst), Mar. 2-5; Decatur, AL (F irst), 9-12; 
Rushville, IN (Andersonville), 23-26; Corydon, 
IN, 30—Apr. 2 

DELBRIDGE, M. E. (Gene): Carson, WA, Feb. 2-6 
DIEHL, STEVEN P.: Walters, OK, Feb. 4-9; Cle

burne, TX, 19-23 
DOROUGH, WILLIAM M.: Belton, TX (First), Feb. 2- 

5; McKinney, TX, 21-23; Winnsboro, LA (First), 
Mar. 2-9

ERICKSON, DAVID AND CAROL-TRI-LOVE MIN
ISTRIES: Goodlettsville, TN, Family Crusade, 
Feb. 12-16; Ironton, OH (First), Family Crusade, 
21-23; Columbia City, IN, Family Crusade, 2 6 -  
Mar. 2; Middletown, IN, Family Crusade, 5-9; 
Kokomo, IN (Forest Lawn), Family Crusade, 12- 
16

EVERMAN, WAYNE: Greenup, KY (Lloyd), Mar 8- 
23; Grayson, KY, 26-30

FADER, WES AND MARY: Camden, SC (First), Feb. 
9-13; Old Fod, NC, 16-20'; Framingham, MA, 
Mar. 20-23; Nodh Syracuse, NY (Community 
Nodh), 26-30

GESSNER, DON AND SHIRL: Dayspring Tour, Feb. 
4 -9 '; Dayton, OH, 12-16'; Reynoldsburg, OH, 
19-23; Avon Park, FL, 25—Mar. 2 '; Henryetta, 
OK (Southeast), Green Country Zone Holiness 
Convention, 5-9; Salem, IL (Grace), 12-16; Nel- 
sonville, OH, 19-23'; Bethany, OK (Williams 
Memorial), 30—Apr. 2 

HAINES, GARY: Hendersonville, TN, Feb. 7-9; Twin 
Falls, ID, Indoor Camp, 15-19; Yukon, OK, 20- 
23; Nacogdoches, TX, Mar. 1-5; Longview, TX 
(First), 6-9; Parsons, KS, 15-19; Valparaiso, IN, 
District Indoor Camp, 25-30 

HANCOCK, TIM: Columbus, OH (Nodhland), Feb. 2- 
5; Hoopeston, IL (First), 9-12; Canton, IL (First), 
Indoor Camp, 19-23; Uhrichsville, OH (Rush 
Community), Mar. 2-5; Fod Smith, AK (First), 9- 
12; Oregon, OH (First), 16-19; Jefferson, OH, 23- 
26; Parkersburg, WV (First), 30—Apr. 2 

HAY, JOHN F.: Vicksburg, MS (First), Feb. 19-23; 
Seymore, IN, Zone Indoor Camp, Mar. 4-9; Sun- 
bury, OH, 12-16; Columbus, MS (First), 19-23; 
Lakeview, OH (Indian Lake Nodhside), 26-30 

HICKS, JOHN DAVID: Woodburn, OR, Feb. 2-5; 
Marysville, WA, 9-12; Auburn, WA, 16-19; 
Beavedon, OR, Mar. 2-5; Silvedon, OR, 9-12; 
Ephrata, WA, 16-19 

JACOB, THOMAS J .-C H U R C H  WITHOUT 
WALLS: Brookville, PA (Calvary), Feb. 28—Mar. 
2; Lansdale, PA, 7-9; Mount Erie, IL, 14-16; 
Roseville, OH, 23-26 

JUNEMAN, JOHN AND TRINA: Calgary, AB. 
Nazarene College Renewal Week, Feb. 5-7 A; 
Calgary, AB (East), 7 P-9; Munster, IN 
(Fairmeadow Community), Zone Revival, 2 5 -  
Mar. 2; Upper Mariboro, MD (Melwood), 16-19 

LEW IS, J O H N -W H IT E  DOVE MINISTRIES: 
Carnegie, OK, Feb. 5-9; West Helena, AR (First),
25—Mar. 2; Mesquite, TX, 9-12; Littlefield, TX,
19-23; Brush, CO (First), 26-30 

LIDDELL, P. L.: Brunswick, OH, Cleveland Westside 
Holiness Convention, Feb, 19-23; Climbing Hill, 
IA, Mar. 1-3; Marseilles, IL, 11-16 

MANLEY, STEPHEN-CROSS STYLE PROCLA
MATION: Colorado Springs, CO, Nazarene Bible 
College, Feb. 3-6; Greenville, SC (First), 12-16; 
Largo, FL (Seminole First), 26—Mar. 2, Stuad, 
FL, 5-9; Fayetteville, NC, 26-30 

MILLHUFF, CHUCK R.: Apache Junction, AZ (East 
Valley), Feb. 5-9; Chillicothe, OH, 23'; Circleville, 
OH, 25-28'; Pomeroy, WA, Zone Revival, Mar. 
2-7; Kingfisher, OK, 19-23; Bella Vista, AR, 26- 
30

MILLS, CARLTON-SECOND TOUCH EVANGE
LISM MINISTRIES: Jacksonville, FL (Oak Hill), 
Feb. 2 A; Leesburg, FL, 2 P; Lehigh Acres, FL, 
9-16; Covington, GA (First), 26—Mar. 3; Catletts- 
burg, KY (Southside), 11-16; Eldersburg, MD 
(South Carroll), 18-23; Ashtabula, OH (Edge- 
wood), 25-30

NAJARIAN, BERGE AND DORIS: Vero Beach, FL 
(First), Faith Promise Revival, Mar. 1-2 

PALMER, MIKE: Newcomerslown, OH, Feb. 2-5; 
Fulton, MO (Headland), 9-12; Webster Groves, 
MO (St. Louis), H oliness Crusade, 16-23; 
Danville, IL (First), Indoor Camp, 26—Mar. 2; 
Council Bluffs, IA (Emmanuel), 9-12; Auburn, IN, 
16-19; Lousiville, KY (Southeast Community), 
23-26; Overiand, MO (SI. Louis), 30—Apr. 2

PARKS, TOM AND BECKY: Skiatook, OK, Feb. 2-5; 
Joplin, MO (Calvary), 9-12; Clearwater, FL (Cen
tral), 16-19; Spring Hill, FL (First), Conced, 23 A; 
Spring Hill, FL, 23 P'; Brooksville, FL, 25—Mar. 
2*; Parsons, KS, 9-12; Elkhad, KS, 16-19; Hays, 
KS, 23-26; Wichita, KS (Eastridge), 30—Apr. 2 

PERDUE, NELSON S.: Colorado Springs, CO 
(Nazarene Bible College), Feb. 3-6; Zanesfield, 
OH, 7-10*; Tipp City, OH, 12-16; Reynoldsburg, 
OH, 19-23; Louisville, KY, District Tour, 24—Mar. 
2; Danville, VA (Calvary), 5-9; Salem, IL (Grace), 
12-16; Kokomo, IN (First), 19-23; Mustang, OK,
26-30

PETTIT, ELAINE C.-EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES:
Terrell, TX (First), Feb. 2-5; Bourbonnais, IL 
(Olivet College Church), Prayer Awakening and 
Services, 7-9; Swadz Creek, Ml (Women's Re
treat/Midway Motor Lodge, Lansing, Ml), 14-15; 
Battle Creek, Ml (First), 16-19; Monroe, Ml, 2 6 -  
Mar. 2; Hillsdale, Ml, 5-9; Marysville, OH, 11-16; 
Westlake, OH (Parkside), 23-26 

PIERCE, CHONDA-SECOND ROW MINISTRIES: 
New Ellenton, SC (Aiken New Life), District NYI 
Banquet, Feb. 8; Columbia, SC (First), Conced, 
9; Houston, TX, 14'; El Sobrante, CA, 15'; 
Elkhad, IN, 21'; Telford, PA, 22'; Lake Charles, 
LA, 28'

ROSE, WAYNE: Miami, FL (South Miami Heights), 
Feb. 2-4; Cleo Springs, OK, 13-16; Frederick, 
OK, 19-23; Independence, KY (Florence Com
munity), 25—Mar. 2; Bowling Green, KY (First),

4-9; Madison, SD, 11-16; Mitchell, SD, 18-23; 
Kansas City, KS (Highland Crest), 25-30 

SHERWOOD, SCOTT AND SHERRY: Bloomington, 
IL (Fairway Knolls), Feb. 12-16; Reading, Ml, 19- 
23; Holland, Ml, 26—Mar. 2; Arenzville, IL 
(Bethel), 4-9; Aledo, IL, 12-16; Fairview, IL, 19- 
23'; Ellisville, IL, 26-30 

SMITH, DUANE: St. Augustine, FL (First), Feb. 4-9; 
Jacksonville, FL (Oak Hill), 12-16; New Pod 
Richey, FL (First), 19-23; Panama City, FL 
(First), 26—Mar. 2; Bamesville, GA (First), 5-9; 
Shelby, NC (New Bethel), 12-16; Kingspod, TN 
(First), 19-23; Parsons, WV, 26-30 

SMITH, MICKEY G.: Hinesville, GA, Feb. 25-M ar.
?• Wallarp BP 23-27

TAYLOR, EMMETT E. AND MARIE: Winnsboro, LA 
(First), Mar. 3-9 

TAYLOR, ROBERT: Corpus Christi, TX (Trinity), 
Feb. 2-5; Clovis, CA, Fresno Zone Indoor Camp 
Meeting, 9-12; Oxford, PA, 16-19; Macon, GA 
(Shudinglon), 23-26; Logan, OH, Mar. 2-5; An
derson, IN (Parkview), 9-12; Chillicothe, OH 
(Westside), 16-19; Follansbee, WV (First), 23-26; 
East Wareham, MA (Emmanuel), 30—Apr. 2 

ULMET, BILL: Midland, Ml (Community), Feb. 2-5; 
Shelbyville, IL, Youth Revival, 6-9; Lawrenceville, 
GA, 16-19; Clarion, IA, 26—Mar. 2; Grand 
Haven, Ml, 5-9; Greenville, Ml, 12-16; Alexan
dria, LA, Laymen's Retreat, 21-23; Indianapolis, 
IN (Clermont), 30—Apr. 2 

WELLS, LINARD: Atlanta, TX, Feb. 4-9; Denison, TX 
(First), 11-16; Shreveport, LA (Huntington Park), 
18-23; El Reno, OK, 25—Mar. 2; Fod Ogle
thorpe. GA (Battlefield Parkway), Zone Indoor 
Camp, 9-12; Stinesville, IN, 13-16; Bedford, IN 
(Valley Mission), 19-23; Clay City, IN (Union 
Chapel), 25-30 

WOMACK, PAUL W.: Mount Pleasant, TX, Feb. 5-9; 
Centerville, IN, 12-16; Stafford, KS, 19-23; Kil
gore, TX, 26—Mar. 2; Great Bend, KS, 5-9; Tay- 
lorville, IL (First), 12-16; Mobile, AL (First), Zone 
Indoor Camp, 18-23; Smithfield, IL, 26-30 

YOUNG, TIM: Reno, NV (First), Feb. 9-14; Gard- 
nerville, NV (Carson Valley), 15-19; Fallon, NV,
20-23; Abernathy, TX (First), 26—Mar. 2; Harris
burg, IL (First), 5-9; Georgetown, IL, 12-16; 
Pana, IL (First), 19-23; Oakwood, IL, 26-30
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V ital Statistics

Deaths
J. KENNETH ANDREW S, 74, Bethel, Del., 

A ug , 29, S u rv iv o rs : w ife , M arga re t; sons, 
Jam es, R obe rt, R ich a rd ; d a u g h te rs , Jane 
M c C lu n g , B arb a ra  W o o d ; b ro th e rs , Rev. 
Paul, Rev. G eorge, Seth, F ranc is , Joseph ; 
s is te rs , G race D o linger, Lo is  W anner, Ruth 
C ouchenour; seven g randch ild ren .

ORAL H. BISHOP. 86, W e llin g to n , Tex., 
Nov. 3. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Agnes; son , O liver; 
daugh te r, M axine W elch; s is te r, Dona B ish 
op; th ree  g ra n d ch ild re n ; tw o  g re a t-g ra n d 
c h ild ren .

R A Y M O N D  F. B R U N ER , 7 8 , F lo re n c e , 
O reg ., S ep t. 29 . S u rv iv o rs : s is te r , M a rie  
M end ive ; b ro the r, Jam es.

HERBERT HAND BUCK. 82, Nowata, Ok
la., N ov. 14. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Eunice; son, 
S te ph e n ; d a u g h te r, J u d ith  H a ll; b ro th e r , 
H ershe l; s is ter, M ild re d  M a rtin ; s ix  g ra n d 
ch ild re n ; five  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

L A U R E N  E L IZ A B E T H  B U R K H A L T E R , 
s t illb o rn , St. Lou is , M o., Oct. 3. S urv ivo rs : 
paren ts , E vangelis t Pat and Donna Burkha l- 
t e r ;  g ra n d p a r e n ts ,  J a m e s  a n d  L o u is e  
A dam s; g re a t-g ran d m oth e r.

REV. GERALD DELM AR CALE, 71, pas
to r  o f 35 years , A ug u sta , W .V a., M ay 16. 
S u rv ivo rs : w ife , M ary ; son , R onald; d augh 
te r , D e lm a Jean T u rn o ck ; b ro th e r, G lenn; 
s is te rs , M erle  G roves, Tessie G am ble, M a r
gare t H o w ard , H ilda  T a y lo r; seven g ra n d 
ch ild ren ; seven g re a t-g randch ild ren .

REV. E. JOE C H ILD S , 44 , S n o q u a lm ie , 
W a sh ., S ep t. 11. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , N aom i; 
daugh te rs , E lizabeth, Katherine.

F. D O U G L A S  C O O V E R , 7 9 , T o p e k a , 
K an s., J u ly  3 0 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , L o re n e ; 
d a u g h te r, M a rg e n e  P re ss le r; s o n , T e rry ; 
s is te r , M a x in e  B urke ; fiv e  g ra n d c h ild re n ; 
th ree  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

NETTIE FRANCES DICK, 88, Now ata, Ok
la., N ov. 29. S u rv iv o rs : 5 so n s , 5 d au g h 
te rs, 2 b ro the rs , 1 s is te r, 37  g ra n d ch ild re n , 
5 8  g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n , 12  g re a t-g re a t-  
g ra n d ch ild re n ,

PAT DUNCAN, 58, v ice  p res iden t fo r  de 
v e lo p m e n t  a t C ir c le v i l le  
B ib le  C o lle g e , C ir c le v i lle ,  
O h io , N o v . 1. D u n c a n  
w o rk e d  a t O liv e t N azarene 
U n ive rs ity  fo r  14 years and 
a lso trave led  ex te n s ive ly  as 

a song  evange lis t. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Sh irley; 
sons, John , Ron; daugh te r, B renda Kafton; 
m o the r. Kathryn; five  g ra n d ch ild re n .

R. BENJAM IN ERB SR., 81, E m m ett, Ida 
ho, Nov. 5. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Barbara; son , 
R. B. J r.; b ro th e rs , Paul, Rev. Les lie , H o
race; s is te r, R uthie; tw o  g randsons .

E STH ER  L. F R A N KE , 6 9 , S c o tts d a le ,  
A riz ., Oct. 19. S u rv iv o rs : h usband , L ou is ; 
s o n s , W a y n e . H a ro ld ; d a u g h te r ,  J o y c e  
S tr in g e r; b ro th e r, C harles Ballew ; s is te rs , 
E v e ly n  A lta f fe r ,  D o r is  S p o h n , B a rb a ra  
S pobn ; five  g ra n d ch ild re n ; tw o  s tep -g ra n d - 
ch ild ren .

M A R G A R ET KENT GRAY, 7 7 , A rc a d ia , 
C a lif., A ug . 8. S u rv iv o rs : husband , W illis ; 
b ro the rs , W ilb u r and E lvin B artho lom ew .

REV. ALVA W AR D HANDS, 97, p as to r of 
5 2  ye a rs , M itc h e ll,  S .D a k ., N ov. 3. S u r 
v iv o rs : w ife , Jo s ie ; d a u g h te r, L illia n  Van- 
d e rsa ll; 6  g ra n d c h ild re n ; 10 g re a t-g ra n d 
ch ild ren .

REV. L A R R Y  G. K N U D S O N , 6 2 , lo la ,  
K ans ., O ct. 22 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , V irg in ia ;

son, Je rry ; daugh te r, C heryl J u s tus ; b ro th 
er, Je rry ; g ra n d ch ild re n .

KATHERINE N. LATIM ER , 103, N ew berry  
S p r in g s , C a lif., N ov. 11. S u rv iv o rs : s o n , 
G ro ve r (L u c k y ) ; d a u g h te rs , L u c ille  R hine, 
L ou ise  O sborne; 5 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 11 g rea t
g ra n d ch ild re n ; 8 g re a t-g rea t-g ran d ch ild re n .

LU TH ER  E LM ER  L IN T O N , 8 2 , H o u lk a , 
M is s . ,  A u g . 2 6 . S u r v iv o r s :  w i fe ,  A m -  
m o re tte ; 3 c h ild re n ; 8 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 11 
g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

P H Y LL IS  KAY LOPEZ, 41 , O lto n , Tex., 
Oct. 19. S u rv iv o rs : husband , Ray; d a u g h 
te rs , T w y la , R eynalda , K athy ; one  g ra n d 
daugh te r.

R U T H  B. M c O M B E R , 7 2 . W in n ip e g ,  
M an., Oct. 11. S u rv ivo rs : husband, Ralph; 
s is te rs , Eve lyn G ray, E s th e r C o ns ta n tine ; 
fo u r  g randch ild ren .

BESSIE S M IT H S O N  M cP H E R S O N , 85 , 
N a s h v i l le ,  T e n n . ,  F eb . 1 1 . S u r v iv o r s :  
d a u g h te rs , J u a n ita  K n ip p e rs , Dean M c- 
Caskell; son , W arne r; seven g ra n d ch ild re n .

M A R G E  N O R R IS , B re m e r to n , W a s h ., 
A ug. 5. S u rv ivo rs : husband , Ben; son , Ben 
III.

D ELLA  PARKER, 88 , P la c e rv ille , C a lif., 
J u n e  16. S u rv iv o rs : so n s , Joe  J r., D avid , 
P a u l, J im ;  d a u g h te rs ,  P a u lin e  ( P o l ly )  
S paite, Lynn  T h ra ilk ill, Lou ise Parker, Lura  
L loyd, M ary Hagen.

N O M A  E. P H IL L IP S , 7 2 , S h e lb y v il le ,  
Tenn., A ug . 8. S u rv ivo rs : husband , H arry; 
son , T im o th y ; daugh te r, S herry.

W IL L IA M  (B ILL ) W . PURCELL, 72, Lake 
J a cks o n , Tex., S ep t. 18. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
F ra n c e s ; s o n s ,  C a r ly le ,  M e lv in ,  O th a ; 
dau g h te r, Belinda  B rew ton ; b ro the rs , Ray, 
Paul; s is te rs , M ary Lane, R uth  Long, Judy  
S to c k to n ; e ig h t g ra n d c h ild re n ; tw o  g re a t
g ra n d ch ild re n .

F. N. (R O S IE )  R O S E N B A L M , 6 7 , 
G reenville , Tex., Nov. 6. S u rv ivo rs : d augh 
te r , S ue A nn  W h ite ; so n s , B o b b y , B illie ; 
seven g randch ild ren .

REV. W . R. SCHURM AN, 90, M arysv ille , 
W ash., Aug. 19. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Elsie.

PAUL E. SW EENY, 64, W arsaw , Ind., J u 
ly 6. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , B arb a ra ; d a u g h te r, 
N ancy Cole; sons , D anie l, D avid, T im o th y , 
T h o m a s ; m o th e r ,  O liv e ; s is te r ,  E v e ly n  
Pope; 11 g ra n d ch ild re n .

SARAH RUTH TU R BYFILL, 90, Bethany, 
O kla ., Sep t. 24 . S u rv iv o rs : son , H o w ard ; 
d au g h te r, A lin e  N e s m ith ; fo u r  g ra n d c h il
d ren ; s ix  g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n ; th ree  g rea t- 
g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

E LLA  B. V A U G H N , 9 2 , K en a i, A la sk a , 
O ct. 30 . S u rv iv o rs : n ieces , Lau ra  M c K in 
ney, K athryn  R ichey, M ild red  K allm an, He
len Sw abota.

LO IS  H. W AT K IN S , 81 . B ann ing , C a lif.. 
O ct. 23 . S u rv iv o rs : h u s b a n d , Rev. Frank; 
s o n , R ev. G o rd o n ; d a u g h te r ,  E liz a b e th  
“ B e th ”  F uers t; b ro th e r, Rev. M a cke y  H ill; 
f iv e  g ra n d c h ild re n ; tw o  g re a t-g ra n d c h il
d ren.

Births
to  PERRY and M IC H E LLE  AR BO GAST, 

C arm ichael, Calif., a g ir l, M in d y  Lee, Oct. 2.
to  JE R R Y  and JU L IE  (K ITC H E N ) BAY- 

LESS, L e w is v ille , T ex., a boy , D av id  A n 
d rew , A ug . 16.

to  K U R T  a n d  S U Z IE  (C R A W F O R D ) 
CROSBY, G reat Falls, M o nt., a g ir l, E leanor 
E lizabeth, Aug. 29.

to  KEITH and VALERIE (W H ITTIN G TO N ) 
DANCE, B re n tw o o d, Tenn., a g ir l, B rook lyn  
E lizabeth, Oct. 20.

to  M IKE and A PR IL  DAY, N ew port, Ky., a 
boy, Jo rdan  Tanner, Nov. 13.

to  T . A LA N  a n d  B R E N D A  (W E L L E R ) 
D IL L M A N , S p r in g f ie ld , Va., a boy, T re v o r 
A lan, A ug . 14.

to  T IM  and  D IA N E  FORD, L y n n w o o d , 
W ash., a boy, Cole Danie l, Nov. 27.

to  J IM  and CAROLYN (RHODES) H A M P 
TON, O la the, Kans., a g ir l, A ly ssa  N ico le , 
Oct. 23.

to  SAM  and COLLEEN (SIEG) HUNTER, 
Coeur d 'A lene, Idaho, a boy, S co tt A nd rew , 
J u ly  21.

to  M A R K  and NANCY LAKE, S t. L ou is , 
M o., a boy, Joshua  M ichael, Nov. 18.

to  R U S S  a n d  L O R I (A C H E S O N ) 
LA W L O R , K e n o s h a , W is ., a b oy , D a lla s  
M itch e ll, Sept. 5.

to  IOE and LEM AU LEMAVEVE, Seattle, 
W ash ., a g ir l, T u ilag i U p um on i Ange la, Aug. 
8 .

to  KEN and DONNA ROW LEY, Big Lake, 
W ash ., a boy , Z acha ry T aylo r, Ju ly  31.

to  DAVID and K IM  SM ITH , N ew port, Ky., 
a boy, Zachariah Joseph, Nov. 6.

to  K E V IN  a n d  JE N N IF E R  W E B S T E R . 
M arion , III., a g ir l, E m m a Lou ise , Sept. 27.

to  TO M  and TA R A  W EST, M id d le to w n , 
Ohio, a boy, Noah T hom as, Nov. 2.

Marriages
M A R LA  LAINE BENNETT and KENNETH 

A S H LE Y  C H IV E R TO N , S ep t. 6  a t P eo ria , 
Ariz.

T IN A  M IC H E L L E  H U N S A K E R  a n d  
DANIEL JOSEPH NICKEL, Sept. 14 at B ak
e rs fie ld , Calif.

Anniversaries
BR AD  and  JO Y B R AD Y , B o ise , Id a h o , 

ce le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  M ay 12 
w ith  a rec ep tio n  in  A u g u s t g iven  b y  th e ir  
son , tw o  d augh te rs , and th e ir  fa m ilies .

HEN R Y and  RUTH E R N ST, P asadena , 
C a lif ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  6 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  
Sept. 6. The E rnsts have tw o  ch ild re n  and 
tw o  g ra n d ch ild re n .

JO H N  and D eLO R IS  FLOW ERS, A cm e . 
W a sh ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  
Sept. 1 w ith  a recep tion  g iven  by th e ir  c h il
d ren . The F low erses have 6 ch ild re n  and 20 
g ra n d ch ild re n .

LEO a nd  G LA D Y S  N IC K E LS , S c h e r tz , 
Tex., ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  Nov. 
9  w ith  a d inn e r recep tion  g iven  by th e ir  son 
D avid  and h is  fa m ily . The N icke lse s  have 
tw o  c h ild re n , se ve n  g ra n d c h ild re n , and  
th ree  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

C LE O N  a n d  D O N E T T A  S C H IR M E R . 
M unc ie , Ind., ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  a nn ive r
sa ry  Oct. 26  w ith  a recep tion  g iven  by fa m i
ly  and  f r ie n d s . The  S c h irm e rs  have  tw o  
d augh te rs , th ree  g ra n d da u g h te rs , and tw o  
g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

A. LEW IS and BERTHA SHING LER, San 
D iego, C a lif., ce lebra ted  th e ir  60 th  a nn ive r
sa ry  Sept. 24.

H A R LO N  and  D O R O TH Y  W IG G IN T O N . 
B a rs to w , C a lif., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  a n 
n iv e rs a r y  A u g . 17  w i th  a r e c e p t io n  a t 
B ars tow  F irs t C hurch  g iven  by th e ir  4  c h il
d ren, 10 g ra n d ch ild re n , and 3 g re a t-g ra n d 
ch ild ren .

Announcements
O M A H A  (N E B R .) F IR S T  C H U R C H  w il l  

ce leb ra te  its  7 5 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  M ar. 1 5 -1 6  
w ith  a re c e p t io n  S a tu rd a y  and  9 :1 5  a . m . 

and  2 p . m . S un d a y  s e rv ic e s  w ith  G enera l 
S u p e rin ten d en t W illia m  J. P rince  speak ing .

F o rm e r p a s to rs , m e m b e rs , and fr ie n d s  
are in v ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t 
P as to r D avid  S am son  o r  M a ry  Jean H am - 
m e rs tro m , 672 4  S. 8 3 rd  A ve.. Om aha, NE 
6 8 1 2 7 ,4 0 2 -5 9 2 -0 3 3 3 .

S A U G U S  ( M A S S .)  C L IF T O N D A L E  
CHURCH w il l  ce lebra te  its  c e n te nn ia l Apr. 
1 8 -2 0  w ith  spec ia l se rv ice s  fe a tu r in g  D is 
tr ic t  S up e rin ten d en t K enneth  M ills  and Rev. 
Paul Neal o f NPH. A b an q u e t w ill be held 
Apr. 19 at the  H ill Top  R estaurant.

F o r m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  c a ll 6 1 7 - 2 3 3 -  
2886 .

S P E A R F IS H  ( S .D A K .)  H IL L S V IE W  
CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its  25 th  a nn ive rsa ry  
J u ly  5 -6 .

F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t G lenda  
C ro o k s ,  10  L o u r ie  L n . , S p e a r f is h .  SD 
5 7 7 8 3 ,6 0 5 -6 4 2 -4 2 1 6 .

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
RONNIE D. ALLEN, fro m  Van B uren. A rk ., 

to  Beebe (A rk .) F irst 
AN TH O N Y T. BAILEY , fro m  asso c ia te , St. 

C h a rle s  (M o .)  H a rv e s te r, to  a s s o c ia te , 
L im a  (O hio) C o m m u n ity  

M IC H A E L  D. B E A R D E N , f r o m  G a ll ip o lis  
(O h io ) F irst, to  C harlo tte  (N .C .) P lnev ille  

W IL L IA M  E. B L A IN  J R ., f r o m  S t. P a r is  
(O h io ) C o m m un ity , to  N ew  C arlis le , Ohio 

JO HN J. BRILES, fro m  ch a p la in cy  to  pas
to r, G e ttysb u rg , Pa.

T H O M A S  D. B R U C E , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  
Nazarene T heo lo g ic a l S em ina ry , to  pas
to r, S t. Paris (O h io ) C o m m un ity  

RU SSELL A. BUC H AN AN , fro m  assoc ia te . 
W e lls b u rg ,  W .V a ., to  N e w e ll (W .V a .)  
C ongo

M ICHAEL T. BURKE, fro m  associa te , K oko 
m o ( In d .)  F o res t Law n , to  B rice  (O h io ) 
D ayspring

JE FFR E Y  T. C O M B S , fr o m  J o p l in  (M o .)  
W ests ide , to  G re e n b ria r (A rk .) P leasant 
Hill

JA M E S  C. C R U M , f r o m  a s s o c ia te , O k la 
h om a  C ity  (O k la .) T r in ity , to  asso c ia te . 
Pasadena (Tex.) First 

ROGER L. DAVIS, fro m  Iow a C ity, Iow a, to  
K irks v ille , M o.

T IM O TH Y  DeVINNEY, fro m  pas to r, B ro o k 
f ie ld , III., to  specia l a ss ig nm e n t 

ANDY HITCHCOCK, fro m  S ab ine tow n , Tex., 
to  Jo n e s b o ro  (A rk .) R ogers Chapel 

J . K E N T  H O B B S , f r o m  W i l l ia m s t o w n ,  
W .Va., to  W h ee ling  (W .V a.) M a r-W in  

JEFFREY K. H O W E LL, to  p a s to r , W o o d s - 
to w n , N.J.

R. KENNETH HOW ELL, fro m  pas to r, M oun t 
Je ffe rso n , N.C., to  evange lism  

E D D IE  H. H U N S A K E R , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
B rad leyv ille . M o ., to  pas to r, B rad leyv ille . 
Mo.

R O B E R T  K A U F M A N , f r o m  W o o d s to w n ,  
N.J., to  M echan ic  Falls, M a ine  

TEDDY S. K ETTER M AN -M IN TZ, fro m  a sso 
c ia te , E ly ria  (O h io ) C o m m u n ity , to  pas
to r , M o u n t Je ffe rso n , N.C.

BRUCE L. KNORPP, fro m  pas to r, O akland,
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M d „  to  associa te , W arren , Pa.
W AYNE S. KRELL, fro m  M id d le to w n  (Pa.) 

R o s e d a le , to  W e s t G ro v e  (P a .) A v o n  
Grove

TH O M AS  E. LOM ASNEY, fro m  Floyd, V a „ 
to  S co ttsda le , Pa.

JOHN W . M ARKER, fro m  associa te , P rovo  
(U tah) F irst, to  associa te , P o in t P leasant 
(W .V a.) First 

RONALD B. McKEE, fro m  N orth  Pekin, III., 
to  S trea to r, III.

PETER M IG N O R , fro m  M a y n a rd  (M a s s .)  
N ew  H o p e  F e llo w s h ip , to  A lb e r tv i l le  
(A la .) First

R A N D A L L  L. M IL L E R , f r o m  B ella  V is ta .
A rk ., to  associa te , B en tonv ille , Ark. 

LU M M Y  L. N E W BER R Y, fro m  asso c ia te , 
D ew ey, O kla., to  asso c ia te , O km u lgee , 
Okla.

DON T. ONEAL, fro m  N ew  C arlis le , O hio, 
to  C arthage, S.Dak.

C H A D  R. O R T O N , f r o m  R o c k  S p r in g s , 
W yo ., to  Rapid  C ity, S .Dak.

C H A R L E S  D. P A R IS H , f r o m  T u la ro s a , 
N .M ex., to  M e tro p o lis , III.

ROGER P AR KER , fro m  A lb e r tv i l le  (A la .)
F irst, to  Boaz (A la .) F irst 

C H A R LE S  P LU M B , f r o m  L o d i, C a lif . ,  to  
G rand Coulee, W ash.

RICHARD K. PRAHL, fro m  assoc ia te , Lee 's 
S u m m it (M o .)  F irs t, to  p a s to r , S an d - 
to w n . Del.

P A U L  W . P R IN C E  J R ., f r o m  W in d h a m , 
C onn., to  W illim a tic , Conn.

ROBERT R. RINGER, fro m  s tud e n t to  p as
to r, S h in n s to w n , W .Va.

DALE C. RYAN, fro m  assoc ia te , N ashville  
(T enn .) T r in ity , to  associa te , L ou isb u rg  
(T enn .) F irst 

DALE S AM U E LS, fro m  p a s to r , S ey m ou r, 
M o., to  associa te , P ittsb u rg , Kans. 

W IL L IA M  L. S A R G E N T , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  
C anad ian  N azarene C o llege , to  p as to r, 
H a m ilton  (O nt.) F irst 

E D W A R D  R. SAV A G E , f r o m  M o n t ic e llo ,  
Ky., to  B en ton , Ky.

A L L E N  S C H E L L A C K , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
J o p lin  (M o .)  W e s ts id e , to  p a s to r , O s
w ego, Kans.

STEPHEN SEELIG, fro m  pas to r, Y uba C ity 
(C a lif.) F irst, to  e du ca tio n , P o in t Lom a  
Nazarene College 

N O R M A N  A . S H A W , to  p a s to r , A u g u s ta  
(M a ine ) F irst 

W EN D ELL S H IR LEY, fro m  East G adsden, 
Ala., to  D eca tu r (A la .) La rkw ood  

JEFFREY L. SM ITH , fro m  W ilso n , N.C., to  
W o lc o ttv ille  (In d .) Lakeland 

ROBERT S. SNYDER, fro m  O il C ity, P a „ to  
L im a  (O hio) F irst 

DAVID  SPAITE, fro m  M anteca  (C alif.) East, 
to  a s s o c ia te , C h a n d le r  (A r iz .)  C ro s s - 
Roads

D A VID  M . STEELE, fro m  T r in id a d , C o lo ., 
to  A rtes ia , N .M ex.

DAVID  W . STEVENS, fro m  N ow ata , Okla., 
to  Uvalde, Tex.

W ILB U R  R. TAYLOR, fro m  specia l a s s ig n 
m e n t to  p a s to r ,  B e rn e  ( In d . )  U n io n  
Chapel

D A VID  A. TH A R P, fro m  a sso c ia te , P o m 
pan o  B each (F la .) F irs t, to  a s s o c ia te , 
Y o rk  (Pa.) S tillm ea d ow  

JO HN L. THEURET, fro m  sp e c ia l a s s ig n 
m e n t to  pas to r, A tla n tic , Iow a 

M AR VIN  E. VALENTINE, to  pas to r, S arcox- 
ie, M o.

B A R R Y  E. V E R S A W , to  a s s o c ia te , T ip p  
C ity, Ohio

JOSEPH R. W AR D , to  pas to r, Oakland, M d. 
JAY  L. W IL L A R D , fro m  asso c ia te , W a sh 

in g to n  (D .C .) N ew ark, to  associa te , M if- 
flin s b u rg , Pa.

W IL L IA M  W . W R IG H T , f r o m  J o n e s b o ro  
(A rk .) R ogers Chapel, to  Jo n es bo ro , La.

CORRECTIONS
VAUG HN R. DAVIS, fro m  p as to r to  evange

lism
RIC H A R D  D. W AG O N ER , fro m  a sso c ia te , 

C harleston  (W .V a.) D avis Creek, to  pas
to r , F la tw oods (Ky .) F irst

Recommendations
The fo llo w in g  have been recom m ended  

by th e ir  respective  d is tr ic t sup erin te n de n ts : 
M IC H AEL W . BENSON, evange lis t, 2302  

Dundee L n „  N ashville , TN 3 7214 , 6 1 5 -3 9 1 - 
5 6 3 0 , by  J. D e n n is  J o h n s o n , T ennessee  
D is tr ic t.

GARY CLARK, evange lis t, 2 08 1 2  C o rin th

R d „ P ittsb u rg , IL  6 2974 , 6 18 -9 82 -2 38 9 , by 
A llen  H. Dace, Illin o is  D is tr ic t.

KAREN PAYNE, song  evange lis t, 351 N. 
S qu irre l, No. 199, A ub u rn  H ills , M l 48057 , 
■ 8 1 0 -8 5 3 -0 2 4 8 , by  S te p h e n  T. A n th o n y , 
Eastern M ich igan  D is tric t.

JE R R Y  R O AC H , e v a n g e lis t ,  P .O . B ox 
8 95 , C am den , TN 3 8 3 2 0 , 9 0 1 -5 8 4 -8 1 9 8 , 
by  J. D enn is Joh ns on , Tennessee D is tric t.

VANCE and  JE AN N IE  SH AR P E S, so n g  
e v a n g e lis ts ,  3 7 3  L a n g fo rd  R d ., B ly th e -  
w o o d , SC 2 9 0 1 6 , by Ja m e s  M . Bearden , 
S ou th  C aro lina  D is tr ic t.

C A R L S O L ID A Y , e v a n g e lis t, P .O . B ox 
374 , Neodesha, KS 6 67 5 7 -0 3 7 4 , 3 1 6 -3 2 5 - 
5265 , by Pal L. W rig h t, J o p lin  D is tr ic t.

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS:
O ffice : 6401 The Paseo, Kansas C ity, MO 
6 4131 . W illia m  J. P rince, ch a irm an ; Jam es 
H. D iehl, v ice -ch a irm a n ; Paul G. C u n n in g 
ham , secre ta ry ; Je ra ld  D. Joh ns on , John  A. 
K n igh t, D onald D. Owens.

GENERAL S U PER IN TEN D EN TS EM ER IT I:
V. H. Lew is , 140 6  C a m brid g e , O lathe, KS 
66062 ; O rv ille  W . Jenkins , 230 9  W . 103rd 
S t . ,  L e a w o o d , KS 6 6 2 0 6 ;  W i l l ia m  M . 
G re a th o us e , 1 1 7 9  R o se w o o d  T r., M o u n t 
Ju lie t, TN 37122 ; Eugene L. S tow e, 5555  S. 
Em poria  Cir., Eng lew ood, CO 801 1 1 -3 6 3 5 ; 
R aym ond W . H um , 781 0  W . 1 18 th , Over
land Park, KS 66210 .

Notice
V ita l S ta t is t ic s  are  p r in te d  as s o o n  as 

poss ib le  a fte r they  are received. Please in
clude y o u r nam e and phone num b e r when 
su b m ittin g  in fo rm a tion  fo r  V ital S ta tis tics  to :

Herald of Holiness 
Attn: Vital Statistics 

6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131 

E-mail: 
<herald@nazarene.org>

m  aw accoumtanYt .
WHY DID I DIE SO YOUWO ? 
I ’fA OWLY 3 S  !

ACC0R.DIKJ6- TO T H E  
AM O VKir OF T IM E  YOU’VE 
B IL L E D  YO UR .C UEM TS, 
YOufce II9 YEARS OLD!
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I Just Don’t Fit
by John W. May

I
 ju s t  d o n ’t f i t ,” I re m a rk ed  to  m y w ife  a f te r  

w atching two talk shows with sexually explicit 
them es, one fea tu ring  hom o sex u ality  and the 
other discussing nudity. I came to the conclusion 
that I feel out o f place in a world that can candid
ly and unblushingly foster and foist on society its 
so-called postm odern outlook on life.

My philosophy neither links nor equates with what 
appeared on the screen. In an “anything goes” society 
that glorifies the flesh and sneers at spiritual values, it
appears that my B ible-based philosophy is at cross
purposes with the prevailing culture. But then, no one 
is perm itted to quote the Bible to any great extent on 
these shows, especially as an authoritative rule book. 
B latan t sinful b ro ad m in d ed 
ness tram pling over Christian 
e th ics seem s to  be the only  
th in g  in o rd e r . “ I f  it fe e ls  
good, do it" appears to be the 
rule for daily living, and the 
w eirder the better!

Nor does my lifestyle fit in 
these circles. Really, there is 
no c lea r defin ition  o f  sin in 
the w orld today, ou tside the 
C hurch. The New Testam ent 
c lea rly  d efin e s  h o m o sex u al 
and  le sb ian  a c tiv ity  as sin , 
not m erely an alternate  life
style (Rom ans 1:24).

A m azingly contradictory lifestyles m ake the head
lines daily. Physically disciplined sports heroes suffer 
a co m p le te  m oral co llap se . H ard ly  an issue o f  the 
new spaper arrives w ithout reference to liberated peo
ple seeking the freedom  to kill living hum an fetuses. 
K illing, m erciful and m erciless, is constan tly  in the 
new s, as w ell as stories abou t the abuse o f  spouse, 
child, and fellow  hum an beings. D runken driv ing is 
prevalent. It is difficult to find a place to eat that does 
not have an alcoholic beverage menu. Drug abuse is 
ram pant. Tem pers flare with horrific fallout. And this 
is only a segm ent o f the com plete picture.

I ju st do n ’t fit, but I know hundreds o f people who 
do not fit either. M aybe som e o f w hat I feel derives 
from my age and a resistance to change, but w here sin 
is involved, age m akes no difference.

Com e to think o f it, Jesus d idn’t fit either. N either 
did His disciples or the early C hristians. The m inistry 
o f Jesus struck out against the evils o f the day. H istori

cally, His C hurch has alw ays had to swim  against the 
current o f w ickedness in the world.

Paul was also a m isfit, and he w rote a lifestyle d i
rective for h im self and others: “ Be not conform ed to 
this world: but be ye transform ed by the renew ing o f 
your m ind, that ye m ay prove w hat is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, w ill o f G od” (R om ans 12:2). 
In plain speech he is saying that C hristians m ust not 
let the anti-G od, anti-C hrist, and anti-purity  w orld o f 
sin squeeze them  into its m old. We m ay be subject to 
w orldly pressures, but we need not subm it. If holiness 
was a viable way o f life in the beginning o f the New 
Testam ent C hurch, it is ju s t as viable now.

Sanctified standards do not create an oversensitiv i
ty, but the sheltered lives we 
live in the C hurch set up road 
m a rk e rs  to  k e e p  us on  th e  
highw ay o f holiness. Perhaps 
w e d o  b e c o m e  e a s i ly  an d  
q u ic k ly  o f f e n d e d  by th e  
w ickedness, injustice, and in
equity  in the w orld, but that 
is not bad. H oliness is m ore 
than obedience to rigid rules; 
it is liv ing  a c lean  and holy 
life , p rac tic in g  the p resen ce  
o f God, and helping to offset 
evil in the world.

T he C hurch  as the v isib le  
fam ily  o f G od is vital to  the 

existence o f the individual mem bers, for in it are found 
strength, support, and spiritual sustenance. The Church 
is our life. W hen we first became Christians, m any o f us 
knew more people socially outside the church than in it. 
As time went on, we found that we knew more people in 
the church than out o f it. In fact, the social lives o f many 
predominantly revolve around the church.

This can be detrim ental to evangelism . It is easy to 
testify in the church am ong friends, but w itnessing to 
fellow workers, neighbors, or schoolm ates is an en tire
ly d iffe ren t th ing . Yet we m ust tell them  the G ood 
News despite our fear o f being put in the spotlight or 
o f appearing “different.” To dare to be different takes 
courage and brings vu lnerab ility  to sarcasm , sneers, 
and snubs. We do not testify with a holier-than-thou at
titude, but back w hat w e say w ith  the w ay w e live. 
Words m ay not always prove our point, but w orks will.

Sanctified living is not only a holy way but a happy 
one. In sp ite  o f  the no isy  c la im s o f  h ap p in ess  and

I n  s p it e  o f  t h e  n o is y

CLAIMS OF HAPPINESS AND 
HIGHS THAT I HEAR AROUND 

ME, I SEE A  LOT OF EMPTINESS 
AND HEARTACHE.

44 H e r a l d  o f  H o l i n e s s



I  AM GLAD MY TV HAS A  CHANNEL CHANGER 
AND AN OFF BUTTON.

highs that I hear around me, I see so m uch em ptiness 
and heartache. On the o ther hand, I have heard thou
sands o f testim onies bu t have never heard  anyone say 
he or she was sorry to have started in the w ay o f ho li
ness, even when faced w ith sickness, sorrow, or severe 
problem s. N o one ever said it was going to be easy, 
but it has been certainly energizing.

The longer I live, the m ore it becom es apparent that

I ju st d on’t fit. But then, 1 really d on’t w ant to fit. I do 
not like w hat I see o f the w ickedness in the w orld, but 
I am  suprem ely happy w alking in the highw ay o f holi
ness. This is m y w orld too! I have every right to take a 
stand against m oral pollu tion, to stand up for Jesus, 
and to stand in His righteousness in a lifestyle o f clean 
living. I am  also glad my TV has a channel changer 
and an off b u tto n ! ^
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I SAW A YOUNG TEENAGE GIRL behind 
the counter of a tire store. She stood 
next to a man who seemed to be the 
person in charge. The business ap
peared to be a father-daughter opera
tion. Yet som ething seemed out of 
place.

While the man processed my tire 
order, I asked the young girl, whose 
nam e was C h ris te l, 
why she w a sn ’t in 
school. She candidly 
and openly replied, “I 
was su sp en d ed  b e 
cause I didn’t do my 
detention. I get to go 
back to school tomor
row.”

An em ergency tire 
re p a ir— a re p a ir  I 
should have taken care 
of days before— was the occasion for 
my presence in the store. Because of 
my brother’s sudden death, I faced a 
700-plus mile trip to my hometown of 
Ashland, Kentucky, the second such 
trip this year.

David’s death was a tragic one. Ear
ly in life he had made small choices 
that led him away from an acceptable 
lifestyle. Those inappropriate choices 
became more frequent and larger, re
su lting  in broken  p rom ises, a lco 
holism, a life of crime, a shattered 
m arriage in spite of two fine sons. 
Family and friends had made multiple 
attempts to rescue him from his de
spair, his sin, and him self. But all

David’s bad 
choices— a sign 

of God’s 
forgiveness.

such efforts were futile.
Finally, at the age of 52 D avid’s 

choices caught up with him physical
ly. W ith d e te r io ra ted  h ea lth , he 
slipped into a coma. This was fo l
lowed by a brief relief, which gave 
opportunity for the gospel to be pre
sented. He gave a true confession of 
salvation, though not a verbal one be
cause of all the tubes. His testimony 
came through tears, a returned smile, 
and a sense of humor in spite of phys
ical pain.

As I waited for my tire to be fixed, 
it suddenly dawned on me. Here was 
CJrristel who was making choices— 
choices that caused her to be in trou
ble with the school officials. So it 
seemed appropriate to look her in the 
eyes and say, “Christel, I ’m heading 
to Kentucky today to bury a man who, 
like you, first got into trouble for 
skipping school years ago. Then for 
other foolish decisions, he was placed 

in detention and later 
suspended. He contin
ued making bad choic
es until his destructive 
lifestyle caused him to 
lose co n tro l o f  his 
life."

The teen ag e r l is 
tened attentively. So I 
continued, “Christel, 
you have some choic
es to m ake. D o n 't 

make the same mistakes my brother 
did. Make choices that will ultimately 
lead you to successful living and a re
lationship with God.”

As tears filled her eyes, she looked 
at her father and said, “I promise I ’ll 
live differently than I’ve been doing. 
And 1 promise I won’t destroy my life 
because of my bad choices.”

It seems strange that such an en
counter would take place in a tire-re- 
pair store that might prevent a Chris
tel from being a David. It just might 
be that in spite of my brother’s life of 
sin, he became a sign of God’s for
g iv en ess  in the m idst o f b roken  
promises and wrong choices.
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O d e  to  th e  W est W in d

And, by the incantation of this verse, 
Scatter, as from an unextinguish’d hearth 

Ashes and sparks, my. words among mankind! 
Be through my lips to unawaken’d earth 

The trumpet of a prophecy!
0  Wind,

If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?

—Percy Bysshe Shelley
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IS THERE A “ PERFEC* FAMILY?
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