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THOUGHTS ON ORDINATION.

BY M. EMILY ELLYSON.

HEN a young man has finished his preparatory
studies and still remains strong in his purpose to
: serve in the ministry, he is sometimes in danger
of putting off his actual work in the pastoral field too long:
or it may be, on the contrary, he is in danger of being '
qrdained to this sacred calling too soon. The saintly Leigh-
ton did not enter the ministry, or take holy orders, until
he was thirty years old. according to his avowed opinion
that “Some men preach too soon and some too long.” -Our
Lord did not begin his public ministry before he was thirty
years old. Some of the apostles were men evidently of mid-
dle age, though others were young men; but there was no
apostolic rule left us fixing the age of men who begin to
preach the Gospel of Christ. “Yet an ordination into the
Christian ministry which the church fathers entered upon
with fear and trembling should not be approached in a
rash spirit, but with deliberation and prayerful thought-

fulness.

One takes upen himself profound obligations.

be the leader, the shepherd, a ¢aretaker of souls.

The idea of probation though by many. censured. yet
nevertheless is not without much value both to the candi-
date and to the church. As to length of time we would say
it should be of such duration as to enable both parties to
become sufficiently acquainted with each other and become
a bona fide trial of the candidate’s fitness. One who is to
become: a teacher of truth should be severely and broadly -

» trained. .
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- “ing, which is so beautiful and

Ordination is a solemn induction by the church into the

ffice of one; who-is larly ¢z
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ministerial off < :
B a herald of the > )

jurious to the church’s prosperity.

The church has no right to ordain an unfit person, one

i i idea’ he ministry.

who is opposed to the seriptural idea of t! St
Christ, we hold, is higher than the church; an tl?e minis-
ter, though placed in office by the church is primarily called
" nd derives his authority from
; hinister [of the .Gos-

im. The church cannot make a true minister (of t 0
i It is the inward calling of God

that makes a minister, and the church militant recognizes

and delegated by Christ

pel; Christ alone can do it.
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He is to
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and sets apart by ordination such ones to the office.

i tted that this ancient ceremony, wbic}; )
B pressiveness and quicken->
golemn, should seem to be
] d that a kind
y idea is attached to the rela-

has in it so much of spiritual im
losing its-power and place in tiie_church, an
of commercial and everyda
.tiin of a-minister to his people.

found but twice in the New Testament in the sense of “set-
ting apart to the function of -an office, Acts 14:23, and
Titus 1:5. In the other instances where translated ordain
the meaning is not so apparent. Ordination is a scriptural
. ceremony, heving a sacred significance, and like a marriage :
ceremony is not to be frequently or lightly repeated; but is
done once for all; for it has reference to a permanent of-
fice and work, a work to which the subject has devoted his
life. Ordination is the installing of an officer into the
office to which he was previously called. It does not confer
a mysterious power, it is not an act of power, but of order.
Tt may not be absolutely essential, ‘but it is nece:?sary to
good order in thé church and in the ministry, and 1t.§ m?d-
ern neglect is a cause of great evil, lessening th_e dxgnzty,
efficiency, and permanency of the ministry and increasing
the- liability of imposition and fraud upon the chu.rches.
</ Again, the omission of ordination destroys the' feeling .of
responsibility in church and minister, and this is most in=
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; “I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith
the Lord. Jer. 25:20.

“Lord, what a change within us one short hour
Spent in Thy presence will prevail to make!
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take: -
t parched grounds refresh as with a shOWer

Stands forth in sunny outline brave an -‘ clear
* We kneel : how weak! we rise: how full of power!

‘Why therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong
others—that we are not always strong?

/v’l‘hat we are ever overborne with care;

- That we should ever weak.or heartless be

‘Anxious or troubled, while with us is prayer,

And Joy and strength, and conrage are with Thee?”

Amonz our own fellow-cntmom are about 185,000 {gor-
_rotes of the Philgppine Islands. They are savages and
.'»head-hlm‘hm Under certain provocation they are relent-

less head-hunters, moﬂs of the hunt are often the proof
- of devoted loves. N of these people are now reading
Luke’s’ ‘Gospel asa reunlg;of"the tireless efforts of mission-
. aries. Thii is a thir
it seem

1 imperative privilege to help— -

) oftheirheam, mlesathxsoccurstherewill be
ige of heart such as wil catise. these savage people

‘m chmuﬁ
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should give us a deep sense of

on was used. P, e :
all ovoptho city’

has anghtto and when a wou

~of his unbelief God chose Aam

i call He gives..
* generally plentiful) tha

possess the people that t};ey would haten
using these rapid means of communic(ﬁmr_ t

Jesus ere “His feet stand again upon.
terrible Tribulation comes upon the ea.rth:

HINDRANCES TO USEFULNESS'IN
: (WORK. e
“"P. R. NUGENT.

In Paul’s letiter to Timothy (2 Tim. 2:21)
expression; “Meet for the Master’s use.” A
translation ‘s—hlghly useful  (or very _
Master. Hence it is possible to be not mere
very much so to our Lord, the degree of u
the result of the fulfilment of necessary
Paul’s mention of this very useful state is
an “if.” “If a man, therefore, purge h S
ete.” So if we, through love to Chnst

even very useful, it is for us to find
necessary conditions and, by God’s help,
drances are removed. The hindrances '.
merous. :

" 1.-Uncleanness. “Be ye clean that
the Lord” (Isa. 52:11). The Le
from the Lord before they make their
(Mal. 3:3). An unclean, crooked
that contradict the mors.l standard
even destroy a person’s usefulness.
person must be clean both'in outw
disposition. The world expects-

Unbahef Mosec, m
usefulness because he did not be
him to rightly speak to Pharoah (
easily have made use of him in

11 CRAE TR, 3
A similar failure in his, andf
afterward when, through lack
struck the rock instead 'of mi
in some measure, God’s purpos
ten spies who, through
the promised land were
positively~harmful, :
If we would be very w
faith enough in Him to believ
deficiencies may be He ¢
to which.He calls us, an:

due attention to them g
labor in a hopeless, m&.
results. lties are
tunity and food for lt, ;
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~him. Work should be “prayed through” as well as worked
~out. I know of useful Christians who are not what would

o Iﬁgt«sn’be_gdled’qeat speakers, but they pray and results

po

come. y .
(2) Usefulness in prayer extends beyond the circle that

we never'see and “bear one another’s burdens” by prayirg
for them. And we can pray for the salvation of souls we
will never see on earth. So men need not think that because
they are prevented from reaching many people by contact
that therefore they can be of very little service to the cause
of Christ.. You, can reach that cause anywhere on earth
by prayer. < .

Of course the life of prayer has its own. conditions to

fulfil. There must be entire dependence upon the merit of

Christ; the heart must not regard iniquity; there must be
yieldedness to God’s will; there must be some knowledge of
His promises, and trust in them; there must be patience
and perseverance. But all of these conditions are within
reach of all of God’s servants go that usefulness in prayer
is a very blessed opportunity for all. Are you making good
use of it?

4. Ignorance of Scripture. ‘Ye do err, not knowing the
scriptures” (Matt. 28:29). The man of God who is “per-
fect, throughly furnished unto all good works,” gets his
furnishing through the scriptures inspired of God (and
“profitable for dectrine, for reproof, for correction, for

" instruction “in righteousness,” 2 Tim. 3:16, 17), as well as
by the direct help and power of the Holy Spirit. The
Christian who knows scripture on any line can be useful by
passing it on whenever there is opportunity; and it is quite

he who.is/ignorant of a-ts ss . wh

“there is.a need for it. The Holy Spirit cannot use such

ignorance (except, possibly, to convict the person about it),
for ‘we are in His hands like an organ in-the hands of a
- musician, Only the open, well conditioned pipes are use-
ful. ‘As a stopped pipe is useless to the musician, so wrong
views, or no views at all, through ignorance of scripture,
make a person uséless to God on that line.
_ This line of truth was what Paul was referring to when,
in writing to Timothy, he speaks of “a workman that need-
eth not to be ashamed.” This workman is one who rightly
divides “the word of truth.” Of course, he could not do
this if he was ignorant of it (2 Tim. 2:15). And the vessel
that is “meet for the Master’s use’”’ is one who has purged
“himself from these”’—false doctrines of the false teachers
he had just referred to (vs. 16-18, 21). W
he r saying, “It makes no difference what a
ma'sn0 bteiievp/e? i‘%aflis life is right,” is evidently false: It does
 make a difference for Satan to put falsehood in a servant
of God and then get him to diligently. give out the discords
of falsehood instead of the harmonies of Go.d’s tru.th. In
proportion as a person gives out error he is serving the

devil instead of Christ.

7 a lady who was concerned about

; Some years ago I met
> ‘personal ‘salvation an

: ls)::ed. She told me she had asked about twenty, or more,
church members to help her and not one was apparently

: able to- tell her how to be saved. Certainly none had done
g0 up to the time when I met her. Yet as the Word of God

is_elear and simple in stating

m serip-

' isted if they had had a reasonable furnishing el

: « “What must I-do to be-saved?” is a qu
~": g::yconverbed person ought to be able to answer.

JEEL Al 6. Fear of 'ty& To fear man is to fOfget S;od’(lsa’ 51:
el N A A
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(@) " keep him above what is a Hindrance-to so many.
we ourselves can touch. We can take part with workers _+

it may be becoming identified with the doctrine

- receive what is needed to mak

_ cerned about their own we

d did not know how she eould be,

) the way of salvation the
i {nability of these professing Christians would not have ex-

’

12, 13), and it surely bring€@snare (Pro. 20
testimony was that he had ¥ %nmfd to'd
counsel of God (Ac. 20:28), for he was not rnl?!
fear of man. Even he realized his need of God's hi

-asked payer that he might-open his mouth bold
19):% Fedr of man works of course in connectio

may be the matter of rebuking sin in public or

sion of sanctification, or some other truth that is
or misunderstood. To refuse truth through :

regards tha
He who would be used of God to declare all His

The promise to the overcomer in
would eat of the “hidden manna”
matter. Hidden manna was app
placed in the ark and refers to truths in €I
tians generally do not see nor accept.
therefore, almost sure to be opposed, or ,
anderstood. Hence in order o accept and
truth a person has to overcome all s! in
and all fear of man. : ;

*6. Lack of power. Not intellectual ability
power. A man may be strong in min :
knowledge; he may be brilliant in speech, &
things will take the place of the powe
The Spirit's power is even contrasted
“not by might, nor by p’ower,_’!p#'
01V SD A 8 DO

our Lord’s command to the diseiples to
thus empowered before they &
service (Lk. 24:49). It was bet
ing for equipment than to go

This Gift has been provided b;
how many fail to give heed

"Lord’s cause! A short service un
has far more result than much |
power. g 5
7. Self. “For all seek their o
are Jesus Christ’s,” is Paul's exp
one to take TFimothy’s p i
Christians (Phil. 2:19-21), It is
that they are not their own, bul
and, as such, live no longer
(2 Cor. 5:14, 15)—it is onl
being especially useful to
Those who seek easy, comforts

cause and the tion and
or nothing. It'is those ¥
sake that keep them unto
is the one that brings f
So self must die in ord
lives. - This is -true not only ¢
been said, but also: because G
success on a self-seeking, or sell
dangering his soul's welfare
comes t0 this hin
and whatever hinders the
life necessarily vhix):dersvt pers:
ficieney in every way. .
R (To.be"gon
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